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'^Am to Bair, theae things are admitted, and, indeed, can not bo deniodi 

Ikaft he is a man of extreme and irregular ambition; that he is selfish 

lo 1^ degree "whidi exdodes all social aflections; and that he is decidedly 

frafligittt.'' 

Alexander EamiUofk 



** A great man in little thmgs, while he (Bmr) is reallj small hi great 

Tkomas J^ermm, 

**! witness joor extraordinary fortitude with new wonder at every 
nuBftrtuna Often, after reflecting on this subject, you appear to me 



■> saperior, so derated above all other men ; I contemplate you with such 
n strange mixture of humility, admiration, reverence, love and pride, that 
little superstition would be necessary to make me worship you as a 
being; such enthusiasm does your character excite in me. When 
I afterward revert to myself how msignificant do my best qualities appear. 
Ify Tanity would be greater, if I had not been placed so near you; and 
jet my pride is our relationship. I had rather not live than not be the 
faster of such a man." 

thuodoM Burr Alston, to her FoUher, Aaron Burr. 



"Our friends and oar enemies draw as— and, I often think; botk 

are Uka" 

IfuKkeraif. 



PREFACE TO ENLARGED EDITION. 

The publication of this work, in 1857, excited con- 
eiderable controversy, which had the effect of calling 
forth additional information respecting its subject 
Several interesting, pieces were published in period- 
icals, and several more were sent to me, which would 
have been of use in the composition of the book. 
Since that time my colh^ction of Burr papers has con- 
tinually increased, and some volumes have appeared 
which furnished new material, particularly the Blen- 
nerhassett Papers, edited by Mr. William H. Safford, of 
Cincinnati. 

The new information, though great in quantity, and 
considerable in interest, is not such as to warrant a re- 
casting of the entire work. It has, therefore, been 
added to the present edition in the form of appendices, 
and the work has been divided into two volumes. The 
opportunity has been embraced, also, to print some 
further passages from the correspondence of Col. Burr 
with his wife and daughter, a correspondence which 
exhibits him at his best 

The continued demand ibr the work, after having 
been before the public seven years, appears to show 
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that the people of the United States still feel some in- 
terest in the eventful and melancholy story of a man 
who was, at once, gifted and unwise, generous and un- 
principled, amiable and deadly ; and hence, it has been 
deemed worth while to issue this new and enlarged 
edition. 

I suppose I ought to feel indebted to the many 
worthy and able gentlemen, who have animadverted 
upon the short-comings of this work, in the fear that 
the exhibition of a life that was so calamitous a failure 
might lure others to a similar ruin. I really supposed 
that the interests of virtue and civilization were duly 
cared for in the composition of the work. I thought 
that the story itself made it sufficiently manifest, that 
principle, not amiability, wisdom, not brilliancy, are the 
foundation of a life truly estimable and lastingly happy. 
Perhaps, however, this truth was not brought out as 
distinctly and impressively as it was felt, and it was 
proper, therefore, that the moral should be furtlier 
elucidated by others. 

But I am still of the opinion, that, in estimating the 
character of a man like Aaron Burr, the most instruct- 
ive and warning consideration is, the great amount 
of good there may be in him. It is this which brings 
his example home to the great multitude who esteem 
themselves, and are esteemed very good people, but 
whose goodness is of the Burrian order — amiability, 
not fixed, intelligent principle — who are kept right by 
public opinion, and by a natural inclination to the easy 
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and popular virtues, but who will not stand the test of j 
time, and of "that fatal touchstone," Opportunity. 

Burr was gifted by nature with courage, generosity, 

and wit The means of mental cultivation had been 
his, and he had an honorable profession. He was 

liandsome, graceful, winning, and high-spirited, as 
well as indefatigably diligent and enterprising. He was 
everything, he had everything requisite for the attain- 
ment of permanent welfare, except that which has 
been styled the One Thing Needful — a Conscience 
enlightened and controlling. 

The additional light thrown upon Burr's character 
and conduct in these volumes places this truth in a 
still clearer light, since most of the new information 
tends to show that his natural inclinations were towards 
virtue and honor. But. then, those natural inclina- 
tions never became fixed and correct principles of con- 
duct. His conscience was not truly enlightened, nor 
was it controlling. He thought some things right 
which were profoundly wrong, and he did some things 
which were contrary even to his own imperfect views 
of right. 

After doing full justice to his redeeming qualities, 
and after making proper allowances for his faults, we 
must still confess, that the popular judgment which ex- 
pelled him from society, and which still refuses to par- 
don him, is upon the whole, not upjust. Men may for- 
give such a man: the community can not; for there 



K PREFACE TO ENLARGED EDITION. 

could be no community at all, if the majority of men 
were such as he. Every society property expels a 
member that does not comply with its fundamental 
conditions : one of the most obvious of which is, that 
he should punctually pay his dues. This, Burr never 
did. He was always in debt, which, in an able inau, 
\b a certain sign of moral defect 



PREFACE. 

The story of Aaron Burr's strange, eventful life, which 
must possess interest for the American people always, I 
attempt to tell, because no one else has told it. 

Few men have been more written about than he ; but, 
generally, by partisans, opponents, or enemies. The life 
of Burr, by the late Mr. M. L. Davis, as it contains a great 
number of Colonel Burr's letters, and many documents 
respecting him and his doings in the world, has a value 
of its own, which publications like the present can not 
diminish. But the story of the man's life is not to be 
extracted from those volumes, for the simple reason that 
it is not contained in them. One may read Mr. Davis's 
work, and Burr's European Diary, and the Report of his 
Trial for Treason, making in all more than three thousand 
octavo pages, and still be utterly unable to decide what 
mauner of man he was, and what, in the great crises of 

his life, he either did or meant to do. I can coufidently 
appeal to any one who has gone through those six pond- 
erous volumes, to confirm the assertion, that they leave 
Aaron Burr, at last, to the consideration of the reader, a 
baffling enigma ! 

To have condensed the information contained in those 
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thousands of pages into a single volame of convenient size 
and price, would have been itself a justifiable work Much 
more than that has been done. To complete my informa- 
tion, I have resorted to the following additional sources : 

First, the Literature of the period, and, particularly, 
the Memoirs and Letters of public characters, who were 
the rivals and associates of Burr. The correspondence of 
iFefferson, Hamilton, and John Adams has, of course, been 
of the most essential service. 

Secondly, the newspapers of Burr's day. Great num- 
bers of these are preserved, among other priceless treas- 
ures, in the library of the New York Historical Society, 
for access (o which I am indebted to Mr. Moore, the oblig- 
ing librarian of that institution. 

Thirdly, Aaron Burr himself. 

I never sav\i Aaron Burr, though in my early childhood 
I have played marbles before his door, and looked with 
curiosity upon the old-fashioned dull brass -knocker that 
bore his name ; having vaguely heard fhat some terrible 
old man, whom nobody would speak to, lived there all 
alone. The information that I have derived from Burr 
himself comes to me through his surviving friends and 
connections 

So superior is spoken to written language, that a few 
hours' close conversation with people who were really in- 
timate with Colonel Burr, threw just the needed light 
upon his character and conduct, which ransacked libraries 
had failed to shed. But for such conversations, I should 
never have understood the man nor his career. During the 
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last three years, I have been in the habit of conversing fa- 
miliarly with many of those who associated with him dur- 
ing the last twenty or thirty years of his life, receiving at 
every interview some addition to my stock of anecdote and 
reminiscence. Burr had a remarkable memory, and, with 
persons whom he liked and trusted, was fond of convers- 
ing upon the events of his career ; the whole story of 
which, at one timo and another, he told them many times 
over. With all hia faults, he was never given to self-vin- 
dication. He was one of those men who naturally make 
themselves out to be worse than they are, rather than bet- 
ter. He told the anecdotes of his life merely as anecdotes. 
The impression which they made upon those who heard 
them was such, that many of his stories they still relate 
in the very words he used, and with imitations of the look 
and gesture that accompanied each phrase. Burr's own 
view of the leading transactions of his life has thus been 
imparted to me. 

Neither <.f my informants knew what any other of them 
had told me, or would tell me. The general concurrence, 
as well of the facts they gave, as of the opinions they en- 
tertained of the man, and their feelings toward him, was 
remarkable. The discordance and contradictions begin 
only when the inner circle of those who know is left, and 
the outer one of those who have heard, is entered. To 
Burr's surviving friends, then, I chiefly owe it that I have 
been able to extricate his story from the falsehoods in 
which it was embedded. 

Others, whose accjuaintance with him was slight and 
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accidental; and some who merely saw him in public situa* 
tions, have also given me interesting information* The 
patient courtesy of many distinguished gentlemen to a 
stranger who could never make the slightest return of 
their kindness^ greatly enhanced the obligation which they 
conferred. 

Such are the sources from which the following narrative 
has been derived. All of them have been used — none 
followed. 

It may occar to some readers, that the good in Burr > 
b too conspicuously displayed, or his faults too lightly 
touched, in this volume. To such I desire to say that, 
in my opinion, it is the good in a man who goes astray, 
that ought most to alarm and warn his fellow-nien. To 
suppress the good qualities and deeds of a Burr is only less 
immoral than to suppress the faults of a Washington. In 
either case, the practical use of the Example is lost. Who 
can hope to imitate a perfect character ? Who fears that 
he shall ever resemble an unredeemed villain ? 

Besides, Aaron Burr has had hard measure at the hands 
of his countrymen. By men far beneath him, even in 
moral respects, he has been most cruelly and basely belied. 
Let the truth of his marvelous history be told at last. If, 
here and there, my natural and just indignation at the 
unworthy treatment to which his name has been subjected| 
bas biased me slightly in his favor, the error, I trust, will 
not be thought unpardonable. Aaron Burr was no angel ; 
He was no devil ; he was a man, and a — filibuster. 

The period during which Burr was a public man is the 
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CHAPTER I. 

JONATHAN EDWABDS, 

THB VATHBB OV AABOK BUBB'S KOTHBB. 

ttm BmDBrci nr Nsw Tosk xh 1722~SKXTcn or ms 0arb«b~IIi8 Wifi ami 
DAvoatos— Bbthsb EovABini^Tmi Evwabds Stook— iKFLinurdB owJomjMUM 



In the autumn of 1722, when New York was a town of 
eight thousand mhabitants, and possessed some of the charao- 
teristios of a Dutoh city, an English sea-port, a new settlement, 
a ganisoned town, and a vice-royal residence, there used to 
walk about its narrow, winding streets, among the crowd of 
Dutch traders, English merchants, Indians, officers and sol- 
diers, a young man whose appearance was in marked contrast 
with that of the passers-by. His tall, slender, slightly stoop- 
ing figure, was clad in homespun parson's gray. His face, very 
pale, and somewhat wasted, wore an aspect of singular refine- 
ment, and though but nineteen years of age, there was in his 
Mr and manner the dignity of the mature and cultivated man. 

This was Jonathan Edwards, who had just come from 
studying divinity at Yale College, to preach to a small con- 
gregation of Presbyterians in the city. New York had an ill 
name at that time among the good people of New England. 
**The Dutch of New York and New Jersey," said one of 
them, ^^are little better than the savages of our American 
deserts." Jonathan Edwards was sent by a company of 
clergymen to this desperate place much in the spirit of those 
who, at the present day,^8end missionaries to Oregon or to 
the mining districts of California. 

Every thing was adverse to the spread of his faith at thftt 
time in New York, and the young clergyman, after a residence 
»f only a few months, went home to resume his studies. Dearly 
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loved and highly prized by some members of his little congre* 
gation in New York he certainly was ; bat there is no reason 
to suppose that the preaching of the greatest of American 
clergymen attracted the slightest attention from the unintel 
lectual citizens of the place. Yet a happier, a more exultant 
youth, never trod the shores of this island than Jonathan 
Edwards. He had grasped the tenets of his sect not with the 
languid assent with which an inherited creed is frequently re- 
ceived, but with that eager, enthusiastic love which accompanies 
origmal conceptions. To him they were the most real of all 
realities. His manner was very calm and gentle. He spoke 
little, and kept apart from the busy life of the city. But the 
light of perfect benevolence and rapt-devotion rested upon his 
noble, thought-laden countenance, and a profound enthusiasm 
animated his heart. 

Of his life in New York, he writes in after years a. brief 
iccount, which still exists to reveal to a canting age a soul 
devoted to the object of its love. How touching is this 
extract : — " If I heard the least hint of any thing that hap- 
pened in any part of the world that, appeared, in some re- 
spect or other, to have a favorable aspect on the interests of 
Christ's kingdom, my soul eagerly catched at it ; and it would 
much animate and refresh me. / tised to be eager to read pub' 
lie neioa-letterSy mainly for t/iat end / to see if I could notfina 
some newSy favorable to the interest of religion in the world. 
I very frequently used to retire into a solitary place, on the 
banks of Hudson's river, at some distance from the city, for 
contemplation on divine things and secret converse with God ; 
and had many sweet hours there. Sometimes Mr. Smith and 
I walked there together, to converse on the things of God : 
and our conversation used to turn much on the advancement 
^f Christ's kingdom in the world, and the glorious things that 
God would accomplish for his church in the latter days. I 
had then, and at other times, the greatest delight in the holy 
Scriptures, of any book whatsoever. Oftentimes in reading 
it, every word seemed to touch my heart. I felt a harmony 
between something in my heart and those sweet and powerful 
words. I seemed often to see so much light exhibited by 
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erer) teotecice, and such a rcfiesliing food oommnDicutod, 
that I could not get along in reading ; often dwelling long on 
one sentence, to sea the wondeia contained in it ; and yet al- 
most every sentence seemed to bo full of wonders," 

Through the obsolete phraseology of this passago, one easily 
discerns a fine disintereatedness of character which, unless the 
human race should become wholly debased, can never beoome 
obsolete. 

The industry of one of his descenaants has given the world 
» biography of Jonathan Edwards, which ]>03sesses historical 
interest.* Of the religion called " evangelical," he was pet^ 
baps, the most perfect exemplification that ever existed. The 
child was father of the man. We see him, as a boy of 
ten, building a booth in a swamp near his father's house, to 
which he and two of his companions used to go regniarly to 
pray. In his eleventh year, we read of his demonstrating, with 
B kind of solemn jocularity, the absurdity of an opinion which 
bad been advanced by a boy of his own age, that the soul 
was matcnal, and remained in the grave with the body till 
the resurrection. At twelve, we find him beginning a letter 
to one of his sisters thus : "Through the wonderful goodness 
and mercy of Go<l, there has been in this place a very re- 
markable outpouring of the Spiiu of God." He proceeds to 
inform bissister that he" has reason foMin/: it is in some meas- 
ure diminished, but he hopes not much, and that above thirty 
persona came commonly a Mondays to convej'so with father 
tbout their aouls." At the same time, he exhibited in things 
not religious, an intelligence tnily remarkable. He wrote, in his 
twelfth year, an elaborate description of " the wondrous way of 
the workingof the forest spider," which shows that he possessed 
« rare talent for the observation of nature. One of the great- 
est of natnral philosophers was lost to the world when Jon- 
athan Edwards became a theologian. 

At thirteen, he was one of the thirty-one students who, in 
1718, composed Yale College, and there occurred the events 
which decided his career. " Toward the latter part of my 

* The liTo of Pnadeot Edwards.— a. K Dwight New York : O. & 0. t 
B. Ouvii; 1330. 
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time at college," he wrote, "it pleased God to seizo mo nitli 
n pleuTisy, in wliioh he brought me nigh to the grave, and 
shook me over the pit of hell." Alarmed, the exemplary youth 
" made seeking liis salvation the main business of his life"— 
with the usnni evangelical result. The other event was, tor his 
country and the Protestant world, far more important. It 
vrm hia reception of what theologluiB call the doctrine of 
alection. 

From hia childhood tip, as he himself records, his ingDnuons 
mind had revolted from the idea of " God's choosing whom 
he would to eternal life, and rejecting whom he pleased, leav- 
ing them eternally to periuh and be everlastingly tormented in 
hell." But the time came when he thought he believed this 
doctrine. lie could not tell how nor why. On a sudden, con- 
viction flashed upon his mind, and what had once seemed a 
horrib> doctrine, he contemplated with delight. Henceforth, 
the leisure of his life, and the best efforts of his intellect, were 
devoted to its elucidation. His treatise on the " Freedom of 
the Will," by which he ia chiefly known to the recent world, is 
on ingenious attempt to make that reasonable, which, not 
through his reason, he had himself received. To reconcile the 
orthodox tenets with the facts of nature and the reason of 
man is the task at which the brain of New England grew 
large and the chest narrow. Of those who have lived and 
died in that vocntion, the greatest and the best was Jonathan 
Edwards. 

Nobler than any of his works was the life of this good man. 
He was one of those who have deliberately incurred obloquy 
and ruin for oonsuience' sake. 

After leaving New York, ho was a tutor in Yale CoUege for 
B year or two, and was then chosen pastor of the church at 
Northampton. There, his preaching produced effects that 
have never been surpassed. His church became the largest 
Protestant raciety In the world. He stood at the head of the 
clerical profesMOn in New Kngland. The " gieat awakening," 
of which so much appears in the writings of that day, began 
Id his church at Northampton, and extended to the remotest 
colony in America, to England, and to Scotland. He was tiur 
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first American author wfao achieved a European reptitution ; 
while he was yet a young man, aernions and voiumiia of bia 
were republished in Great Britain and widely circulnled. At 
koine, wherever he preached, orowda hung upon the Upe of 
the great Mr. Edwards of Korthnniptan. 

For twenty-three years he held this iineqimled position, ft 
Stilling light in the Protestant world, and dear to the pride of 
his own congregation, Then there arose a dJapule lietween 
putor and floek, whether saints and sinners were equally en- 
Utled to partake of the saci'ament, or saints only. The pastor 
was tor excluding, the Hock for admitting, ainnera. The peo- 
ple appealed to the eMtabliahed custom of the pariah; the 
pastor, to the spirit and letter of the authoritative writings. 
The people grew warm, refused their minister a hearing on 
the point in dispute, and clamored for his diamisaai. He was 
disDiiaaed. Himself, his wife, his ten children, wore suddenly 
deprived of the means of living, and in circumstnuces that 
uade it unlikely that be would be again able to practice his 
profession. 

That a company of Christian people, utter having had for 
nearly a quarter of n century the best instructions in the prin- 
ciples of their faith that any congregation ever had, and that 
bstrnction enforced by a perfect example, should have been 
able thus to reward their religious teouher, is a tiict, which 
those who are curious in moral causes and effects will always 
deem worthy of consideration. 

Od this trying occasion, Jonathan Edwards honored human 
nature by the quiet dignity and grand forbearance of hts 
oondact. He accepted soon the humble post of missionary to 
Ihft Indiana of Stookbridge, and labored there, this ablest of 
living preachers and theologians, with no less seal and devo- 
tion than he had shown in his prime of popularity. There, in 
Uie space of four months and a half, lie wrote his treatise on 
the Will, which is the Prineipia, of Calvinistic theology. He 
wrote it when he was so embarrassed that he procured with 
difficulty the necessary paper, and parts of the work, like 
Pope's Homer, were written on the backs of letters and the 
blank pages of pamphlets.^ His wife, a lady ma^ificently en 
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dowcd ill person and mind, hU datigliters, "acauttful and full of 
talent, ni^de laoe and painted fans, which were sent to Boston 

Esther, the third of these lovely, industrious daughters, 
was already eighteen yeare of age when the family reniovea 
to Stockbridge. Two years after, came to her home, on the 
edge of the wildei-ness, one of the most renowned and bril- 
liant members of lior father's profession. He stood over her, 
or sat near her, one may fancy, as she wove her lace or painted 
her fan-)iaper. He had an eye for a lady's hand, this ctcrgy 
man. He was not one of those grim-looking persons whose 
portraits form the hideous frontispieces to the religions books 
of that period, but a gentleman whose style and manner 
would liave graced a court. He staid only three days at 
Stockbridge, but ader his departure tlie young maiden made 
no more lace and pdntcd no more fans for the Boston ladies. 
Snch, at least, was the gossip of the time, as one reads in let- 
ters which chance bas preserved for the perusal of a prying 
biographer. 

The Edwards stock is famous in New England. The re- 
motest known ancestor of the race was a London clergyman 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Three genei-ations of wor- 
thy, substantial persons, his descendants, lived in Connecticut. 
From Jonathan Edwards a surprising number of distinguished 
mdividnals have descended ; men of worth, talent, and sta- 
tion : women, beautiful, accomplished, and gifted. Histories 
of the United States have been wiitten in which his name 
does not occur ; but upon every person reared since his day 
in Hew Eugland be has m.ide a discernible impression, and he 
influences, to this hour, millions who never heard his name. 
The tbing be chiefly did in bis life was this : the church and 
the world, two hostile bodies, were beginning, as it were, to 
relent toward one another, to approach, to nangle. Jonattian 
Edwards, with his subtle, feminine intelleit and resolute will, 
threw himself between the two bodies, kept them apart, made 
more distinct than ever the line of demarcation, and rendered 
compromise between the two, perhaps, for ever im|>ossibie. 

Such a man was the father of Aaron Burr's mother. 
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The Reverend Aaron Burr was a conspicuous and important 
person in his day. 

He came of a Puritan family which may have originated in 
Germany, where the name is still common, but which' had 
flourished in New England for three generations, and had 
given to those provinces clergymen, lawyers, and civilians of 
some eminence. He was born at Fairfield, in Connecticut, in 
1716, and graduated at Yale, with great distinction, in hb nine- 
teenth year. His proficiency in Latin and Greek enabled him 
to win one of the three Berkley scholarships, which entitled the 
possessor to a maintenance at college for two years afler grad- 
uating. While he was pursuing his studies upon that endow- 
ment, he was arrested, as college students frequently were in 
those days, by a ' revival of religion.' He became a convert and 
a student of theology. " His human literature," to use the 
figure of one of his eulogists, " was thenceforward an obsequi- 
ous handmaid, ever ready to set off and embellish his mistress, 
Divinity.*' 

An account of his conversion, in his own words, has been pre- 
served. It is remarkable, among other narratives of the kind 
for its concise exactness of expression. " This year," he says 
^ God saw fit to open my eyes and show me what a miserable 
creature I was. Till then I had spent my life in a dream, and 
as to the great design of my being, had lived in vain. Though 
before, I had been under frequent convictions, and was driven 
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to a form of religion, yet I knew nothing as I ought to know 
Bat then I was brought to the footstool of sovereign grace, 
saw myself polluted by nature and practice, had affecting views 
of the divine wrath I deserved, was made to despair of help 
in myself, and almost concluded th^t my day of grac6 was 
past. It pleased God at length to reveal his Son to me in the 
gospel as an all-sufficient Saviour, and I hope inclined me to 
receive him on the terms of the gospel." Here is the whole 
body of Calvinistio divinity in a paragraph. 

At the early age of twenty-two he was the settled and pop- 
ular pastor of the Presbyterian church in Newark, New Jer- 
sey. Great 'revivals' followed his preaching. The placid but 
commanding eloquence of which he was, thus early in his 
career, a finished master, was, by many, more admired than 
the torrent-like vehemence of Whitefield, or the subtle argu- 
mentation of Edwards. We have a description of his mode 
of preaching from the pen of Governor Livingston of New 
Jersey, his friend in life, his eloquent eulogist afler his death. 
" He was none of those downy doctors," said the govenior, 
*^ who soothe their hearers into delusive hope of divine actjept- 
ance, or substitute external morality in the room of vital godli 
ness. On the contrary, he scorned to proclaim the peace of 
God till the rebel laid down his arms, and returned to his al- 
legiance. He was an embassador that adhered faithfully to 
his instructions, and never acceded to a treaty that would not 
be ratified in the court of heaven. He searched the conscience 
with the terrors of the law before he assuaged its anguish 
with the balm of Gilead, or presented the sweet emollients of 
a bleeding deity. He acted, in short, like one, not intrustei 
with the lives and fortunes, but the everlasting interests of hi 
fellow mortals." 

It was customary at that time for clergymen to receive pu 
pils for instruction in the classical languages. Mr. Burr's rep 
utation for eloquence and learning brought him so many boys 
that his private class grew rapidly into an important school 
He kept ushers. He wrote a Latin grammar for the use of 
his pupils, which, under the name of the " Newark Grammar,'* 
was long the standard at Prixiceton. His success in teaching 
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was memorable. He possessed not only a happy method of 
giving instrnotion, but ho had the rarer and higher art of in- 
fusing into hia pupils liis own enthusiastic love of learning and 
literature. He was an admirable teacher, jocuoil and winning, 
without losing or lessening hia dignity or his authority. 

To his labors aa paistor, schoolmaster, and author, were 
afterward added those of the President of the College of New 
Jersey, an infant iustttution which hia toil and tact fostered lo 
a healthy and vigorooR growth. An article in an old news- 
paper,* published when George the Second was king, enables 
us to see this excellent, indefatigable roan on that triumphant 
day of his life when the college conferred its first degree, in 
the presence of the governor of the province, and a groat con- 
course of people. With amusing particularity the writer nnt^ 
rates the august ceremonies of the day : 

" Hia exoellency (the governor) was preceded from hia 
lodgings at the president's house, first, by the candidates 
walking in couples, uncovered ; next followed the trustees, 
two and two, bring covered ; and, last of all, his excellency, 
the governor, with the president at bis lefi hand. At the 
door of the jilace appointed for the public acta, the procession 
(amid 11 great number of spectators there gathered) was in^ 
vorted, the candidates parting to the right and left hand, and 
the trustees in like manner. His excellenoy first entered with 
the president, the trustees went following in the order in 
which they were ranged in the charter, and, lost of all, the 
candidates. 

" Upon the bell ceasing, and the assembly being composed, 
the president began the pnblic acts by solemn prayer to God, 
in the English tongue, for a blessing upon the public transao* 
tions of the day ; upon his majesty, King George the Second, 
and the royal family; upon the British nation and dominions; 
upon the governor and government of Xew Jersey ; upon all 
seminaries of true religion and good literature, and particularly 
upon the infant Colkge of New Jersey. Which being con- 
aluded, the president, attended in the pulpit by the Hev. 
riiomas Arthur, who had Wen constituted clerk of the oor 
• PeniMjlvaiiiii Jouriiiil, Dccomber 8II1, 11*8. 
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poration, desired, in the English tongne, the assembly to 9tand 
up aiid hearken to his majesty's royal charter, granted lo the 
trustees of the College of New Jersey. U))on which, the as- 
sembly standing, the charter was distinctly read by the Rev. 
Mr. Arthur, with the usual endorsement by his majesty's at- 
torney-general, and the certificate, signed by the secretary of 
the province, of its having been approved in council with hig 
excellency. After this, the morning being spent, the presi- 
dent signified to the assembly that the succeeding acts would 
be deferred till two in the afternoon. Then the procession, in 
returning to the president's house, was made in the order b<v 
fore observed. 

" The like procession was made in the afternoon as in the 
morning, and the assembly being seated in their places and 
composed, the president opened the public acts, first, by an 
elegant oration in the Latin tongue, delivered memoriter^ 
modestly declaring his unworthiness and unfitness for so 
weighty a trust as had been reposed in him ; apologizing for 
the defects that would unavoidably appear in his part of the 
present service ; displaying the manifold advantages of the 
liberal arts and sciences in exalting and dignifying the human 
nature, enlarging the soul, improving the faculties, civilizing 
mankind, qualifying them for the important offices of life, and 
rendering men useful members of church and state. That to 
learning and the arts was chiefly owing the vast preeminence 
of the polished nations of Europe to the almost brutish sav 
ages in America, the sight of which last was the constant ob 
ject of horror and commiseration. 

" Then the president proceeded to mention the honor paid 
by our ancestors in Great Britain to the liberal sciences, by 
erecting and endowing those illustrious seminanes of learning 
which for many ages had been the honor and ornament of 
those happy isles, and the source of infinite advantages to the 
people there, observing that the same noble spirit had ani- 
mated their descendants, the first planters of America, who, 
as soon as they were formed into a State, in the very infancy 
of time, had wisely laid religion and learning at the foundry 
tion of their commonwealth, and had always regarded them 
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U the firmest pillars of their church and State. That henee, 
very early, arose Harvard College, in New Cambridge, and 
afterward, Yale College, in New Haven, which have had & 
growing reputation for many years, and have sent forth many 
hundreds of learned men of various stations and characters in 
life, that in different periods have proved the honor and orna- 
ment of their country, and of whidi the one or the other had 
)een the alma maler of most of the literati then present, 

"That learning, like the sun in its western progress, had 
now begun to dawn upon the province of New Jersey, through 
the happy influence of its generous patron, their moat excel- 
lent governor. 

"These, and many other parlicniara, having, more oratorio, 
taken up three quarters of an liour, and the Theaia l>eing dis- 
persed among the learned in the assembly, the candidates, by 
command of the president, entered upon the public dispu- 
tation, in Latin, in which six questions in philosophy and theol- 
ogy were debated, one of which was, whether the liberty of 
acting according to the dictates of conscience in maltera 
merely religious, ought to be restrained by any human power ? 
And it was justly held and concluded that liberty ought not to 
be restrained. 

"Then the president, addressing himself to the trustees, in 
Latin, asked whether it was their pleasure that these young 
men who had performed the publio exercises in disputation 
should be admitted to the degree of Bachelor of the Arts? 
Which being granted by his excellency in the name of all the 
Imstees present, the president descended from the pulpit, an^ 
being seated with his head covered, received them two by 
two, and, according to the authority to him committed by the 
royul charter, aflcr the manner of the academies in England, 
admitted his young scholars to the degree of Bachelor of the 
Arts. 

"In the next ])laco, his excellency, Jonathan Belcher, Esq,, 
governor and commander-in-chief of the province of New 
Jersey, linving declared his desire to accept from that collega 
the degree of T^Instei' of Arts, the other trustees, in a just 
unsc of the honor done the college by bis excellenoy's oond» 
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■oenoon, most heartily baviDg granted his reqaesi, th« pres- 
dent, rising uncovered, addressed himself to his excellency, 
and according to the same aathority committed to him Ly the 
royal charter, after the manner of the academies of England, 
admitted him to the degree of Master of Arts. 

*^ Then the president ascended the pulpit, and commanded 
the orator scUutcUorius to ascend the rostrum, who, being Mr. 
Samuel Thane, just before graduated Bachelor of the Arts, he 
in a modest and decent manner, first apologizing for his in- 
sufficiency, and then having spoken of the excellency of the 
liberal arts and sciences and of the numberless benefits they 
yielded to mankind in private and social life, addressed him- 
self in becoming salutations and thanks to his excellency and 
the trustees, the president, and the whole assembly, all which 
being performed in good Latin, from his memory, in a hand- 
some oratorical manner, in the space of about half an hour, 
the president concluded in English, with thanksgiving to 
heaven and prayer to God for a blessing on the scholars that 
had received the public honors of the day, and for the smiles 
of Heaven upon the infant College of New Jersey, and d\» 
missed the assembly. 

" All which being performed to the great satisfaction of all 
present, his excellency, with the trustees and scholars, re 
turned to the house of the president in the order observed in 
the morning, where, afler sundry by-laws were made, chiefly 
for regulating the studies and manners of the students, they 
agreed upon a corporation seal." 

The president was only thirty-two years of age when these 
scenes transpired. He was a man small of stature, very hand- 
some, with clear, dark eyes of a soft luster, quite unlike the 
piercing orbs of his son; a figure compactly formed, but 
somewhat slender, and with the bearing of a prince. The 
fascinating manner and lofty style of Mr. President Burr ar« 
frequently mentioned in the letters of the period. On thin 
great occasion we can well believe that there was an impress- 
ive charm in his movements and delivery. 

For eight years after his election to the presidency, he 
retained his church and his school, and traveled far and wid* 
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in ooUt»rting funds for the college, and promoting lotteriea foi 
Its benefit. And Bucb were hi§ talents for the dispatch ot 
bnsinesa that, while both the school and the chnrub continned 
to prosper, the college increased in ten jenrs from eight stu- 
dents to ninety; and from being an institution without hoaae, 
land, endowment, or reputation, to one having all these in 
eiiffidency. 

A file of letters from one of Mr. Burr's pnpils to his father, 
preserved by a happy chance among the papers of an old 
Philadelphia family, aSbrd us, at this distance of time, an 
insight into the very class-room of the president. The b» 
loved, the zealons, the enlightened teacher is exhibited id 
these letters. A single iact revealed in them la enough to 
prove him a superior and a catholic mind. And that fact is, 
that though the president was, perhaps, the 6r8t classical 
Bsholar in the provinces, he was also warmly interested in 
natural science, and eager to interest the students in it. He 
taught them himself how to calculate eclipses. On one occa- 
«on, when, after a long negotiation, he had induced a lecturer 
by the ofiur of forty pounds, to come from Philadelphia and 
exibit his philosophical apparatus, all other studies were laid 
aside for some weeks before the philosopher's arrival, in order 
that the students might derive the greatest possible advantage 
from witnessing the experiments. The lecturer, it appears, 
exdted so much interest in " the newly-discovered fiuid called 
electricity," that some of the students set about making small 
electrical machines. 

In the midst of alt this cheerful and wise activity occurred 
on event in Mr. Burr's history which gave the gossips of the 
province employment enough. Until his thirty-seventh year 
the president shamed the ladles of New Jersey by living a 
bachelor. In the summer of 1752, to the surprise of every 
on*, and in a manner the most extraordinary, he wooed and 
wedded the lovely and vivacious Esther Edwards. Some 
hints of the oddity of this affair, which appeared in the New 
York Qaxtte for the 20th of July, 1752, the letters of th« 
yoang gentleman just refeired t<? enable us to explain. The 
.niter In tbo Oautte, after mentioning the marriage, with due 
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praise of the wedded pair, remarked that he sapposed there 
had not been for some centuries a courtship more in the 
patriarchal mode, and jocosely advised young gentlemen to 
follow the president's example, and endeavor to restore 
courtship and marriage to their original simplicity and design. 

The young letter-writer's version of the story is the follow- 
mg : " In the latter end of May the president took a journey 
into New England, and during his absence he made a visit of 
but three days to the Rev. Mr. Edwards's daughter at Stock* 
bridge ; in which short time, though he had no acquaintance 
with, nor had ever seen, the lady these six years, I suppose he 
accomplished hb whole design ; for it was not above a fort- 
night afler his return here, before he sent a young fellow 
(who came out of college last fall) into New England to con- 
duct her and her mother down here. They came to town on 
Saturday evening, the 27th ult., and on the Monday evening 
following the nuptial ceremonies were celebrated between Mr 
Burr and the young lady. As I have yet no manner of ac- 
quaintance with her, I can not describe to you her qualifica 
tions and properties. However, they say she is a very valuabL 
lady. I think her a person of great beauty ; though I must 
say she is rather too young (being twenty-one yeara of age) 
for the president. This account you will doubtless communi- 
cate to mammy, as I know she has Mr. Burr's happiness much 
at heart." 

Two weeks later he writes to his " dear mammy" on the 
engrossing subject : ^' I can't omit acquainting you that our 
president enjoys all the happiness the married state can afibrd. 
I am sure when he was in the condition of celibacy the pleas- 
nre of his life bore no comparison to that he now possesses. 
From the little acquaintance I have with his lady, I think her 
a woman of very good sense, of a genteel and virtuous edu- 
cation, amiable in her person, of great affability and agree* 
ableness in conversation, and a very excellent economist. 
These qualifications may help you to form some idea of the 
person who lives in the sincerest mutual affections with Mr 
Burr.'» 

The marriage was speedily, but not rashly, concluded. The 




ON iiirnB. 



prt'sidoiit, it U prohalilo, haJ iiol teen tiie young lady smce 
*he WB9 lillcoa ; bill at thnl age her father thought hi-r woman 
onoiigh to bo a inenibci- of his church, and it was a cliaractor- 
inic of that cultivatGc] and spiritualized family to come early 
lo maturity. 

Besides, the name of President Bitrr was a household word 
in tho family of Jonathan Edwards. The two men, long, as- 
sociated in schemes for Christianizing the Indians, were also 
formed by nature to be friends, because each could seQ in tho 
Other admirable qualities wanting in himself. Edwards was 
reflective and studious, without tact or knowledge of the 
world, full of matter, but not skillful tn wielding it. He la- 
mented his awkward address and uniniposing presence. "I 
hsvo A constitution," he says in a wellknoMTi passngp, "in 
mmny respects peculiarly unhappy, attended with flacdd 
liolids, vapid, sizy, and scarce fluids, and a low tide of spirits; 
often oBoasioning a kind of childish weakness and contempU- 
^1 bleness of speech, pri'sence, and demeanor, and n disagreeable 

^1 dulhiess and stiffness, much unfitting me liir convei'satlon," 

^B Here we see the Student, who bent over his books fourteen 

^P hoars a day, who took lus meat and his drink by weight and 

r meaaure, and whose utter sincerity rendered him powerless to 

I subdue or to manage a fractious congregation. Adinirable to 

Hl rach a man must have seemed the alert and brilliant Burr, so 

^H Uioronghly alivo, with every faculty at instant command, of 

^1 danntlesa self-possession, with n presence and address that 

^V invited confidence and disarmed impertinence. Burr, on his 

H^ part, had modesty and good sense enough to know that, with 

I all his shining qualities, ho was no more the superior of 

L Jonathan Edwards, than an armory is superior to the mine 

^H of ore from which the polished weapons of a thousand armo- 

^H ries can be made. There was no need of a lorg couitship, 

^1 then, for Esther Edwards to learn that Mr. PreHident Burr 

^P was a man to make happy the woman he loved, 

r Besides the "Latin Grammar," Mr. Burr published a oon- 

I troversial " Letter" on the " Su;treme Deity of our Lord Jesus 

^^^^^^ Christ," which was reprinted in Boston thirty years after the 
^^^^^Bi •mtior'a death. An occasional sermon of his was also pub- 
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Ii8ht;v. n his life-time. Two Latin orations by him have been 
presened in manuscript, and many letters in English. One 
of these letters may close this chapter. 

The letters of the religions people of those good old days 
give little insight into the individuality of the writers ; hu- 
man nature being under a theologic ban, and allowed to ex- 
iiibit itself as little as possible. But the following letter* is 
an ibteresting relic, as it is characteristic of the age, if not of 
the man. It was written to a Mr. Hogg, a merchant in Scot- 
land, where, by order of the kirk, a collection for the College 
of New Jersey was made in every parish. After acknowledg- 
ing the unexpected magnitude of the Scottish contribution, 
the pious president proceeds : 

" We have begun a building at Princeton, which contains a 
hall, library, and rooms to accommodate about an hundred 
students, though it will not any more of it be finished than is 
absolutely necessary at present — with an house for the presi- 
dent. 

^' We do every thing in the plainest and cheapest manner as 
far as is consistent with decency and convenience, having no 
superfluous ornamr nts. There was a necessity of our having 
an house sufficient to contain y* students, as they could not 
lodge in private houses in that village where we have fixed the 
college ; which, as it is the centre of the province, where pro- 
visions are plenty and firewood will always be cheap, is doubt- 
less the fittest place we cou'd have pitch'd upon. The buildings 
prove more expensive than we at first imagined, from the best 
computations we could get ; but by the smiles of heaven upon 
us we shall be able I think to com pleat what we design at 
present; and have at least a fund left of £1,600 (sterling), 
which with the other income of the college, will be sufficient 
for the present officers and a little more, as money here will 
readily let for 7 per cent, interest with undoubted security. 
This fund will be encreased by what we get from Ireland, and 
a little more we expect from South Britain [i. e. England] ; 
and we hope by the help of some generous benefactors here 

* niis letter was published, a year or two sinoe, in the OmO/smaxCf Jfaga 
•fM^ of London, merely as a cariosity accidentally preserved. 
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ud abroacl lo be able before long to support a Professor ol 
Divinity. Thai office at preeenl Ues on the president, with a 
oousiderable part ol' tlie iiistrui'tioa iu other brancbea of litel^ 
nture. The trustees ha>o their oycia upon Mr. Edwards, and 
want nothing but ability to give him an immediate call to that 
ufflce. 

"The students in general behave well; some among them 
that give good evidences of real piety, and a prospect of special 
usefulness in the churches of Christ, are a great comfort and 
aupjioi't to me under the burden of my important station. 

" I may in my next give you a more particniar account of the 
college. It is at present under flourishing circnmstances in 
msny respects; has grown iu iavor with men, [and] I wonld 
humbly hope [with] God also. ^Tis my daily concern that it 
may answer the important ends of its institution, and that the 
expectations of our ptous fiienda at home and abroad may not 
be disappointed. 

*' I ehail not fail to acknowledge my Lord Lothian's ^ener> 
osity. I am sorry Messrs. Tennant and Daviea neglected sea- 
sonably to acquaint their friends in Scotland of their safe 
arrival, etc. I hope their long and tedious passage, and the 
ooofusion their affiiirs were probably in by th^r long absence, 
may be sometliing of an exuuse. I oan testify that they retun 
a very lively sense of the most generous treatment y' they and 
tbfi college met with in those parts. 

" The defeat of General Braddock was an awful but a season- 
able rebulie of Heaven. Those that had the least degree of 
aeriouaneas left could not but observe with concern the strange 
confidence in an arm of flesh and disregard to God and religion 
that appear'd in that ai'my. Preparations were made for re- 
joicing at the victory, as tho' it had been ensured, and a day 
appointed for the obtaining it. The whole country were 
al^tn'd and struck with astonishment at the news of his defeat, 
and some awaken'd to eye the high hand of God in it, who had 
tbo't litle of it before; and I can't tut think God has brought 
good to the land out of this evil.* 



* A Istter of Edwards, of nearly Iha n 
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" On the contrary, God was acknowledged in the army that 
went from Crown Point, vice and debauchery suppressed in a 
mannei that has scarce been seen in this land, and was miich 
admired at by those that saw it. This was much owing to 
Major-General Lyman, with whom I am well acquainted. He 
8 a man of piety, and for courage and conduct, a spirit of 
government and good sense he has not his superior in these 
parts. He acquitted himself with uncommon bravery and 
good conduct in the engagement at Lake George, Sept. 8th, 
and it was owing to him, under God, y* the victory was ob- 
tained, which prov'd a means of saving y« country from ruin, 
as has since more fully appeared by the scheme y« French 
general had laid. I gave [have given] this hint about Mr, 
Lyman because Mr. Edward Cole, one of y« officers, being 
offended y* he banished some lewd women from the camp y* 
he had brought with him, wrote a letter to scandalize him, 
hinting that he was a coward, tho' numbers that were in the 

verse with miDisters belonging to almost all parts of Xorth America ; and, 
among others, Mr. Davics of Virginia. Ho told mo that he verily thought 
that Greneral Braddock's defeat, tho last summer, was a merciful dispensation 
of Divine Providence to those southern colonies. Ho said tliat notorious 
wickedness prevailed to that degree in that army, among officers and soldiers, 
and that they went forth openly in so self-confident and vain-glorious a man- 
ner, that if they had succeeded the consequence would have been a harden- 
ing of people in those parts, in a great degree, in a profane and atheistical 
temper, or to that purpose ; and that many appeared very much solemnized 
by the defeat of that army, and the death of the general, and so many of the 
otlier chief officers ; and some truly awakened. And by what I could learn it 
had somethmg of the same effect among the people in New York and New 
Jersey. And the contrary success of tho New England forces near Lake 
George, when violently attacked by Baron Dieskau and the regulars from 
Franco with him, who had been the chief French officer on the Ohio in the time 
of the engagement with General Braddock, one of which officers was killed 
by our forces and the other taken — I say the contrary success of the New En- 
gland forces seemed to confirm the aforesaid effect ; it being known by all 
how widely this army differed from the other, in the care that was taken to 
restrain vice and maintain religion in it ; particularly by Major-General Lyman, 
the second officer in the army, a truly worthy man ; a man of distingiiisheo 
abilities and virtue, as well as uncommon martial endowments, who abovi 
any other officer was active in the time of the engagement" — Letier to Dt 
G^Ues, December 12tlL 1755. 
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teagngsaBn: hivo fully establkli'd IiIh djarooter as one of tha 
bravest ofBjers, who cxpos'd birasell' in the hottest fire of the 
enemy, anLiiatiiig his men. Aad General Johnson himself 
loknowledgea y* honor of the day waa due to Mr, Lyman. 

" The state of these American ColoDies at present looks dark, 
W^e are divided in our counu'ilti. Some ai'e of suuh a spirit 
that they will forward nothing but what they are at the head 
of themselves. Several of the governors of the continent arn 
now met at New York, to concert measures for tbc safety ot 
[the] country. Much will depend on the icsult of this meet- 
ing. When I consider j-« crying iniquities of the day I cannot 
bnt tremble for fear of God's judgments that seem to bang 
over this sinning land. 

" I have lately had a letter from Stockbridge, Mr. Edwards 
Uid bis family are in usual health, except his daughter Betty, 
who is never well, and I believe not long for this world. Theii 
rituation is yet disti'essing, thro' fear of tbc enemy. My wife 
joins me in respectful and affectionate salutations to you and 
your son, I add but my poor prayers and ardent wishes y< 
your dec!inin_g days may be fiU'd with comfort and usefulness, 
y' you may have a late and an abundant entrance into J* 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen." 

This was the quality, these were the deeds of the father of 
Aaron Burr. 

The college at Princeton is his monument ; its very walls 
testify to his tborougbnoss and inlegiity. The interior of the 
mam building has twice been destroyed by fire, but the build- 
el's who are restonng the edifice declare that no walls which 
they could now erect would equal in strength those which 
were constrncted under the superintendence of President 
Burr. The house which he built for bis own residence has 
been occupied by the presidents of tbe college ever since. 
Its solid structure, and spacious, lofly apartments, seem still to 
testify to tbe liberal mind and band of bim who planned it. 

The portrait of President Burr, which is preserved in tbe 
college library, is a careful copy of an original that was lost 
md injured during the Revolution, but afterward discovered 
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and restored. Fineness of fiber, refinement, and ntter pant}., 
of mind, energy, serenity, and seraphic benevolence, are 
equally expressed in this picture. Near to it leans upon the 
wall Peale's vast portrait of Washington, the most physical ot 
all the portr^ts of Washington that were taken from life. 
The contrast is striking. Tiiat one of these men should be 
universally accepted, without questioning, as our greatest and 
best, while the other is scarcely known, compels the spectator 
to doubt the correctness of one'or the other of these portraitiL 



CHAPTER III. 

AARON BURR BORN, AND LEFT AN OBPHAV. 

iUmotal to Pbinortox — Last Labobs aitd Dbath or Pbcbtdbht Bitbb— Ohab> 
AOTBB AND Dbath OF Mrs. Bubb— Tbb Obpoaicbd Childbbn— Sabah Bubb. 

Two children blessed the union of President Burr with Es- 
ther Edwards ; Sarah Barr, born May dd, 1754 ; and Aabom 
BuBR, bom February 6th, 1756. Newark, in New Jersey, 
was the birth-place of both these children. 

The college buildings at Princeton were nearly completed 
when Aaron was born. In the autumn of that year, the re- 
moval took place ; the college of New Jersey added a local 
habitation to its well-earned name. The president, to the 
great sorrow of his congregation, resigned the pastorship of 
the Newark church, which he had served for twenty years 
with the ever-growing love of its members. The good people 
would scarcely let him go. They said that the connection 
between pastor and flock, like that between husband and 
wife, was indissoluble, except by death or infidelity. To this 
day, the First Presbyterian church* of Newark cherishes 
with affectionate pride the memory of this man, eminent 
among the many eminent men who have stood in its pulpit. 

To Princeton, then, the president and his family removed 
late in the year 1756. A letter by one of the trustees of the 
college at that time, sets forth that ^' the salaiy of the presi- 
dent is two hundred pounds proclamation money, with the 
perquisites, amounting at present to about thirty pounds, and 
yearly increasing ; a large, well-finished dwelling-house, gar- 
dens, bam, out-houses, etc., with a considerable quantity of 
pasture-ground and firewood, do also belong to the president.'' 

* Hlffeoiy of the lint Ohoroh at Newark, N. J., by Rev. Dr. Steanm. 
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All this was, probably, equal to an income of three thousand 
dollars at the present time. 

And now, having lived to establish on a firm foundation the 
College of New Jersey, President Burr's work on earth was 
done. The manner of his death was in keeping with his char- 
acter. At the eni of the summer of 1^57, in very hot 
weather, he made one of his swifl journeys to Stockbridge^ 
What it was to travel, a hundred years ago, is sufficiently 
known. Returning rapidly to Princeton, he went imme- 
diately to Elizabethtown, a hard day's ride, to procure from 
the authorities there a legal exemption of the students from 
military duty. The next day, though much indisposed, he 
preached a funeral sermon at Newark, five miles distant. 
Then he returned to Princeton. In a few days he went to 
Philadelphia on other business of the college, and, on his re 
turn, was met by the iutelligence that his friend, and the col- 
lege's friend. Governor Belcher, had just died at Elizabeth- 
town, and that himself had been designated to preach the 
funeral sermon. His wife besought him to be just to himself^ 
and decline the office. But he, accustomed to subdue obsta- 
cles, and desirous to do honor to his departed friend, sat 
down, all fatigued and feverish as he was, to prepare his ser- 
mon. Before he slept, it was finished. That night he was 
delirious, but in the morning he set off for Elizabethtown; 
and on the day following, with a languor and exhaustion he 
could no longer conceal, he preached the sermon. XTncon- 
quered yet, he next day retumed home, where his fever, from 
being intermittent, became fixed and violent. At the ap- 
proach of death, he was resigned and cheerful. He felt as- 
sured of immortality. On his death-bed he gave orders that 
his funeral should be as inexpensive as was consistent with 
decency, and that the sum thus saved should be given to the 
poor. On the 24th of September, 1757, in the forty-second 
year of his age, this good man died. 

His death was widely and sincerely mourned. His funeral 
sermon ; the eulogiums pronounced upon him by the Governor 
of New Jersey ; the notices of his death in the public journals, 
and many private letters in which the sad event is mentioned. 
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have cotne down to uh ; and all speak of him in terms that 
woald svem exiravagnnt eulogy to one ana(!qualnti>d will) the 
noble hc-ait, the bnllinnt intcllwt, the bertoficcRt life of Pigm- 
dent Burr, In the lelti-rs of his wife, it is easy to eee throuyh 
the pious plirnBeoIogy of tlie day, the heart-broken woman. 
"O, dear madam," writes the poor bereaved lady to her 
mother, "I doubt not but I have your, and my Imnored 
father's prayers, daily, for me ; bnt, give me leave to intreat 
you both, to request earnestly of the Lord that I may never 
despise hia dtastenings, nor faint under this his severe stroke ; 
of wliich I am sensible there is great danger, if God should 
only deny mo the supports that he has hitherto graciously 
granted. O, I am alraid I shall eonduot myself so as to bring 
dishonor on my God, and the religion which I profess! No, 
rather let rao die this moment than be left to bring dishonor 
on God's holy name. I am overcome. I must conclude, witli 
once more begging that, as my dear parents remember them- 
eelves, tliey would not forget their great ly-afflie ted daughter 
(now a lonely widow), nor her fatherless children." 

A letter to her father, written a month after the above, 
besides being very pathetic, contains allusions to her boy, 
then twenty-one months old : *' Since I wrote my mother a 
letter, God has carried me through new trials, and given ran 
new supports. My little son has been siuk with a slow fever, 
ever since my brnllier lift us, and has been brought to the 
brink of the grave ; bnt, I hope in mercy, God is bringing him 
bauk again. I was enabled, after a severe struggle with nature, 
to re.iign the child with the greatest freedom, Gud showed 
me that the children were not ray own, but his, and that he 
had a right to lecall what he had lent, whenever he thought 
fit; and that I had no reason to complain, or say that God 
was hard wiili me. This silenced me. But how good is God. 
He not only kept me from complaining, but comforted me, by 
enabling me to offer up my child by faith, if ever I acted faith, 
t saw the fulness there was in Christ for little intimis, and hia 
willingness to accept of suob as were offered to him. 'Siif- 
fer little children to come unto me,, and forbid them not;' 
were comforting words. God also showed me, in such a lively 
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manner, the fulness there was in himself of all spiritaal bless* 
ings, that I said, ^Although all streams are cut off, yet so 
long as mj God lives, I have en )agh.' He enabled mo to say, 
* Although thou slay me, yet will I trust in thee.' In this 
time of trial, I was led to enter into a renewed and explicit 
covenant with God, in a more sMemn manner than ever be- 
fore ; and with the greatest freedom and delight, after much 
sel^xamination and prayer, I did give myself^knd my children 
to God, with my whole heart. Never, until then, had I an 
adequate sense of the privilege wo are allowed in covenanting 
with God. This act of soul left my mind in a great calm, and 
steady trust in God. A few days after this, one evening, in 
talking of the glorious state my dear departed husband must 
be in, my soul was carried out in such large desires after that 
gloriou!i state, that I was forced to retire from the family to 
conceal my joy. When alone I was so transported, and my 
soul carried out in such eager desires after perfection and the 
full enjoyment of God, and to serve him uninterruptedly, that 
I think my nature would not have borne much more. I tliink, 
dear sir, I had that night, a foretaste of heaven. This frame 
continued, in some good degree, the whole night. I slept but 
little, and when I did, my dreams were all of heavenly and 
divine things. Frequently since, I have felt the same in kind, 
though not in degree. This was about the time that God called 
me to give up my child. Thus a kind and gracious Grod has 
been with me, in six troubles and in seven.'' 

In these utterances of a broken heart struggling against tho 
impiety of despair, there is no trace of the peculiar character 
of Aaron Burr's mother. Of the children of Jonathan Ed- 
wards, not one was a common-place person, and scarcely one 
even of his grandchildren. But Mrs. Burr was, perhaps, the 
flower of the family. One of her relations has written of her 
these sentences : " She exceeded most of her sex in the beauty 
of her person, as well as in her behavior and conversation. She 
discovered an unaffected, natural freedom, toward persons of 
all ranks, with whom she conversed. Her genius was much 
more than common. She had a live! y, sprightly imagination 
a quick and penetrating discernment^ and a good judgment 
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degree of wit and vivaoity ; vrhxoh 
yet was consisteoi wilh plcasaiitnuas and goud nuturu; and 
she knew how to be faoetious and Bportlvc, without treepaaa- 
mg on tho boundsof decorum, or ot'stnut and serious relifjion. 
In short, she eeemud formed to please, and cBpecially to please 
one of Mr, Burr's taste and elioraoter, in whom hcwas ex- 
ceedingly happy. .But what oTOwned all her excellences, and 
was her chief glory, was Relioioit. She apjieared to be tho 
subject of divine irapressiona when seven or eight years old ; 
and she made a public pi'ofe.ssion of religion when about fif- 
l*en. Her convereation, until her death, was exemplary, ae 
hecometh godliness. She was, in every respect, an ornament 
to her sex, being equally distinguished for the suavity of her 
manners, ber literary accomplishments, and her unfeigned re- 
gard to religion. Her religion did not cast a gloom over her 
mind, but made her cheerful and liappy, and rendered the 
thought of death transporting. She left a number of manu- 
scripts, on interesting subjects, and it was hoped they would 
have been made public; but they are now lost." 

Death had only begun liis fell work in their family. Jona 
than Edwards was immediately elected to succeed Mr. Burr 
in tho presidency of the college. Soon after his arrival at 
Princeton, he heard of the death of his father, a venerable 
clergyman of Connecticut, in tlie eighty-ninth year of his age. 
Two months after, before he had fully entered upon his duties 
as president, died Jonathan Edwards himself, of a fever which 
followed inoculation for small-pox. Sixteen days after, of 
a similar disease, Mrs, Bun- died. Her two orphaned children 
were taken from her funeral to the house of an old friend of 
the family in Philadelphia, where they remained six months. 
In the fall of the same year, the widow of Jonathan Edwards 
went to Philadelphia with the intention of conveying the little 
orphans to ber own home, and bringing them up with her own 
children. At Philadelphia, she was seiKcd with the dysentery, 
and she too died. Thus within a period of thirteen months, 
these children were of father mother, great grandfather, and 
grand parents, all bereft ; and there waa no ooe left in the 
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wide world whose chief concern it could be to see tLac they 
received no detriment. 

All but the i^reat cjrandfather lie buried at Princeton, where 
the virtues and graces of the two presidents are elaborately 
set forth in lapidary Latin. Strange to say, some of the letters 
respecting the carving of President Burr's tomb-stone, have es- 
caped the chances of destruction for a hundred years, and are 
still legible to the biographic eye. 

President Burr left his children considerable property; 
enough for their independent maintenance, even in maturity. 
They were reared at Elizabeth town, New Jersey, in the family 
of the Hon. Timothy Edwards, President Edwards's eldest 
Bon. A private tutor, Mr. Tappan lleeve, afterward Judge of 
the Supreme Court of Connecticut, superintended their ear- 
liest studies, and in due time fell in love with his pretty pupil, 
Sarah Burr, and when she was seventeen married her. That 
8he loved her brother dearly, is all that is known of Sarah 
Burr's childhood. One of Aaron's early correspondents says 
that she approved of her brother's going to thu war in 1775, 
which, he adds, " is a great proof of patriotism in a sister so 
affectionate as yours." She was of a noble, commanding face 
and figure. As she was for many years an invalid, and died 
at a comparatively early age, she had little to do with her 
brother's lift*, though she left upon his memory a tender recol- 
lection of her worth and loveliness, which he cherished and 
spoke of to his dying day. 

Note. — Since the publication of the first edition of this work, it has been 
discovered that the private journal of Aaron Burr's mother is still in exist- 
ence. The following is her description of Aaron when he was thirteen 
months old: "January 31, 1758. — Aaron is a little, diity, noisy boy, verjr 
different from Sally almost in everj-thing. He begins to talk a little; is 
Tcry sly and mischievous. He has more sprightliness than Sally, and most 
Ray he is handsome, but not so good tempered. He ia very resolute, aud w 
^oiree a good governor to bring him to terms.*' 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE EDUCATION OF AARON BUBB. 

KuzABmiTOwiff— AvsoDom or Bitrk^s CmLDnooD— Ha Oabbee at CovuQ*—Qom 
TO Dr. Bkllasiy*b Tukolooical Souoolt— Bejeots tuk PuRtTAKioTiixoxxMY— Fosre 
or Laoiei* Bocnmr— SruDnss Law. 

EuzABETUTOWK was then, as it is now, a village oontaining 
an unusual proportion of polite families. It had been the resi- 
dence of the governor and other officials of the province. 
The vicinity is a level, red-soiled, unattractive region ; but a 
little river flows through it, emptying, at a point one mile 
from the village, into Staten Island Sound, which is part of 
the intricate system of waters that affords so many beautiful 
6ighways to the city of New York. That city is fifteen miles 
distant. Within excursion distance is Staten Island, where, 
during Aaron Burr's childhood, large bodies of British troops 
were frequently encamped. 

Prom the three anecdotes of Burr's childhood, which have 
come down to us, we may infer that he was a troublesome ward 
to his reverend uncle. That gentleman, a stnct and conscien- 
tious Puritan, tried the system of repression upon a boy who 
could not be repressed ; and the result was, that the young 
gentleman was frequently in a state of rebellion. The author- 
ity for these anecdotes was Colonel Burr himself, who used to 
relate the two principal ones with great glee. 

When he was four years old, he took offense at his tutor 
and ran away. Pie contrived to elude the search for three or 
four days, and — there the story ends. 

About his eighth year, the following incident occurred: 
He was in a cherry-tree in his uncle's garden, one fine after- 
Qoon in July, when he observed, coming up the walk, an el- 
derly lady, a guest of the house, wearing a silk dress, which 
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uras llien a rare Inxurj. The prim behavior and severe mo- 
rality of this ancient maiden had made her a somewhat odious 
object in the sight of the boy. Concealed in the tree, he 
amused himself by throwing cherries at her: upon observing 
which, she angi-ily sought Uncle Timothy, to tell him of Aaron's 
miscondact. The boy was summoned to the study, where the 
case was treated in the severe Puritanic method. First came 
a long lecture upon the enormity of the offense ; which was 
followed by a long prayer for the offender's reformation 
From the beginning of these ceremonies, the boy well knew 
how they were to end, and he could form an idea of the se- 
verity of the coming punishment from the length of the prayer 
and exhortation. A terrible ca^tigation followed ; or, as Burr 
used to phrase it, *^ he licked me like a sack." 

Those were the days, it should be borne in mind, when the 
old received Something like homage from the young. The 
ohildren of Jonathan Edwards, for example, rose at the en- 
trance of their parents ; and when they met in the street a 
clergyman or old person, they stood aside, took off their hats, 
and bowed, and waited till the reverend individual had gone 
by. In the eyes of Uncle Timothy, therefore, the boy's affront 
to his elderly guest would seem a crime of audacious magni- 
tude. 

At the ago of ten, Aaron had the fancy which besets most 
active boys once during their childhood, to go to sea. A sec- 
ond time he ran away. He went to New York, took the post 
of cabin-boy on board a ship getting ready for sea, and actu- 
ally served in that capacity for a short time. Bat, one day 
while he was at work on the quailer-deck, he spied a sus- 
picious clerical-looking gentleman coming rapidly down the 
wharf, who, he soon saw, was his uncle, bent on the capture 
of a cabin-boy. He sprang into the rigging, and before his 
uncle got on board the ship, had climbed to the mast-head. 
He saw his advantage, and resolved to profit by it. He was 
ordered down, but refused to come. As his uncle was a gen 
tleman who would have been nowhere less at home than at 
the mast-head of a ship, the command had to soflen itself into 
in entreaty, and it became, finally, a negotiation. Upon the 
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oondilion Ibat nothing diaagroeable should befall him in con- 
sequence of the adventure, the runaway agreed to descend, 
and go home ngain to his books. 

Tlieso little stoi'ics exhibit tlie rebel merely. A dodsive 
&ct or two of an opposite natarc has been preserved. Pier- 
pont Edwards, another uncle of Aaion Burr's, but only six 
years his senior, was his schoolfellow for a while at Elijiabetb- 
town. One of Kei-pont'3 letters, written when Aaron waa 
seven years old, contains this sentence : " Aaron Burr is here, 
is heaity, goes to school, and leama braveli/." The fact of 
Pierpont Edwards being Burr's schoolfellow, and one who, 
from his age, talents, and relationship, would be likely to 
exert great influence upon him, should b^noted ; for Pierpont 
Edwards, besides beiag a great lawyer, was also a remarkably 
free liver. 

There is other testimony to Aaron's diligence as a student. 
At the age of eleven he was prepared for college, and apply- 
ing for admission at Pi-inceton, was rejected on account of his 
youth. He waa not only too yonng, but the sraallness of his 
stature made the application seem ridiculous. He was then a 
etrikingly pretty boy, very fair, with beautiful black eyes, and 
such graceful, engaging ways as rendered liim a favorite. 
What the qualifications were for admission into college, at 
that lime, may be inferred from another remark in the letter 
of Pierpont Edwards just quoted. "I am reading Vir^I and 
Greek grammar," he says; "I would have entered college, 
but my constitution would not bear it, being weak." A boy 
able to read Virgil, and who knew the Greek alphabet, could 
have obtained admission into the Freshman class at Princeton 
at that time. But, considering the imperfect aids to the ac- 
quisition of the language which schoolboys then had, we may 
assign the character of a forward and industiious buy to one 
who was ready for college at the age of eleven. 

Tliis rejection on account of his want of years and inches 
was a source of deep mortilioation to the aspiring lad. He 
did hit beat, however, to frustrate the college authorities by 
mastering at home the studies of the first two college yeara^ 
and then, in his thirteenth year, applying for admission into 
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ibe Junior da&s. This, too, was denied bim ; and, more as a 
favor tban as o right, he was allowed to enter the Siiphomoro 
class. He should have been fifleen years old to liave joined 
the Sophomores. It was in 1789, dnring the presidency of 
Dr. Witberspoon, a Scotch clergyman, in whose vtins flowed 
the blood of John Knox, that Aai-on Burr began his residence 
at Princeton. 

His career at college waa similar to that of thousands of 
Ameiican yonth. He went to Fnneeton willi exti'avagant 
ideas of the ncqiiirementa of collegians; but with a resolution 
to be equal with the foremost. The fii-st year lie studied 
excessively hard. Finding that he could not acquire as well 
in the atlcinooo na in tlie moining, and attiibuting the fact to 
bis eating too mucli, he became very abstemious, and waa 
then able to study sixteen, and occasionally eighteen, hours a 
day. He became pale, and was supposed to be in ill health. 
When the day of e>:nmination came, he found himself so much 
in advance of his classmates, that the motive to such extra- 
ordinary exertions no longer existed, and, then cefor ward, be 
was as idle as he had formerly been industrious. 

It has been said, and apparently on his own authonty, that 
he was dissipated at college ; but his dissipation could scarcely 
have been of an immoral nature. Princeton was then a very 
email village, nearly enrrounded by dense forests, in the midst 
of a region containing, at wide intervals, a settlement of 
Qualcers or Dutch. There was no large town or navigable 
water within many miles. The village was the half-way sta- 
tion, on the high road between New York and Philadelphia, 
travelci-s to either of which would usually stop at Prince- 
ton at night. A coach load of people, and several oilier trav- 
elers, were at the tavern nearly every night in the week. For 
their amusement, a billiard table was kept in the place, but 
Buir played only one game. On that occasion, it chanced 
that he won a small sum, and on going home, he felt so de- 
graded by the circumstance, that be resolved never more to 
play at any game for money j and he kept his resolution. At 
the tavern, too, the students could procure the luxuries of the 
table. But Burr, then and always, was a Spartan in eating 
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ftnd drinking. And with regard to guiltier pleasures, ho was 
but sixteen "wlien he giaduittcd ; the place of his i-esiJenoe 
tr&s ruMtic and Puritaiiic Piinuuton ; and thu lime was not far 
removed IVom tlie days of the " Scarlet Letter." It wus not till 
Bflor he had Icfl colles;o that ha adopted iho opinions which 
took tile reins of [mssion out of the hands of conscience, and 
gave tlicm into those of prndence. 

Fart of Burr's dis8i))ation in college was merely a disdpa- 
lion of tniiid in niultitaiious reading. That he was verged in 
the polite literatnri! of the day, ia evident in his compositions. 
I{e was, also, a constant reader of tliu lives and histoi'ies of 
great ndlitary men. During Dan's boyhood, the fame of 
Frederic the Great filled the world. The Seven Years' War 
began when he »*ns in the cradle, and the most brilliant achieve- 
ments of the gieat captain were fiesh in men's minds while 
the youth was in his ausceptible years. As the supposed cham- 
pion of Protestantism against the leagued Catholic powers, 
Frederic was greatly admlied in thn American provinces, 
and tlie s|}lendor of his reputation may have had its share in 
giving Burr liis life-long love lor the military profession. The 
old Fieuch war, too, was not concluded when Burr first saw 
the light. The provinces wei'e full of wild tales of that most 
romantio of contests, during all of his earlier yeai's. And 
long before he left college, were lieard the muttcrings of the 
coming storm wliich was to summon from tlieir retirement, 
and crown with new laurels, bo many of the rustic soldiers 
who had won distinction in that to uglily -contested foiest war 
which secured this continent to the race which holds it now, 

A college freak of Burr's excited a great deal of mirth 
among the students at the time. He was a member of a lit& 
rary cluh, the Clio-Sophio, the membei-s of which presided at 
its meetings in rotation. On one occasion, when Burr was in 
the chair, a professor of the college, from whom lie had re 
ceived many an iinwelcome admonition, chanced to come la 
after the business of the evening had commenced. Bun', as- 
suming as much of prolessorial dignity as his diminutive stat- 
ure admitted, and with that imperturbable sell-possession foi 
which he was distinguished, ordered the professor to rise. Ha 
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then began to lecture the delinquent upon his want of pnncta 
ality, observing that the older members of the "Bociety wer« 
expected to set abetter example to the younger, and conclud 
ing with a hope that he should not be under the necessity of 
recurring again to the subject. Having thus given the profes- 
sor a parody of one of those harangues which preceptors 
are prone to bestow upon neglectful pupils, he informed him 
that he might resume his seat ; which the astonished gen- 
tleman did, amid the merriment of the society. This story 
nsed to be told of Burr at Pnnceton, years afler he had left 
college. 

His college compositions, of which several have been pre- 
served, indicate an unusual maturity in a youth of fifteen 
years. Style is the subject of one of them, the burden of 
which is to recommend conciseness and simplicity, which were 
always the characteristics of his own writings. " A labored 
style is labor even to the hearer," observes the young critic, 
" but, a simple style, like simple food, preserves the appetite." 
He contends for a co^^/ua/ manner, and mentions Sir Thomas 
Browne's Treatise on " Vulgar Errors" as an example of ab- 
surd pomposity. " There is no such thing," remarks the youth, 
*' as a sublime style / sublimity is in the thought^ which is ren- 
dered the more sublime by being expressed in simple lan- 
guage." This is not the usual tone of a college composition. 
Another of Burr's college essays, is on The Passiofis, He could 
not have read Goethe's oft-declaimed observation, " Man alone 
18 interesting to Man," because Goethe at this time was himself 
a college student at Strasbourg ; yet Burr opens his discourse 
upon the passions quite in the spirit of the Goethean maxim. 
Nor could he have known the office assigned the passions by 
phrenologists, for Gall was then a boy three yeai*s old ; yet he 
says that the grand design of the passions is to rouse to 
action the sluggish powers of the mind. "The passions," 
he adds, " if properly regulated, are the gentle gales which 
keep life from stagnating, but, if let loose, the tempests wliicb 
tear eveiy thing before them." He continues in the following 
strain: ^^Do we not frequently behold men of the most 
iprightly genius, by giving the reins to their passions, lost to 
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society, and reduced to tho lowest ebb of miacry and despair ? 
Do we not frequently beliold persons of tlie luost peneUatliig 
disceniment and happy turn for potile literature, by minglinf; 
with the sons of seiiMuality and liot, blasted in the Mooiu of 
life? Such wiLs the fiiteof the late celebrated Duke- of Whar- 
ton, Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, and Tillers, Duke of Buck- 
ingham, three noblemen, as eminently distinguished by their 
wit, tnslf, and knowledge, as for their extravagance, revelry 
and Inivleas passions. In such cases, the most charming eloco- 
tion, the finest fancy, the brightest blaie of genius, and th« 
noblest bursts of thought, call for louder vengeance, and damn 
them to lasting infamy and shame." He says, in cunelusion, 
"Permit mc, however unusual, to close with a wish. May 
none of these unruly passions ever captivate any of my au- 
dience.'' 

One of these college pieces, entitled " An Attempt to Search 
the Origin of Idolatry," is interesting, as showing that the 
writer, whatever may have been his subsequent opinions, was, 
while in eollegc, a sharer in the faith of his fathers. Hisconolo- 
«on is, that the accui-sed Uam, or his accnrsed sons, were the 
inventors of idol worehip. An incidental opinion expressed 
in this piece is, that atheism is more odious than idolatry. 

It is unsafe to infer the character of a writer from the char- 
acter of his writings, as the power of some writers consists in 
an ability to give striking expression to emotions which they 
merely sec it would be highly becoming tn them to feel. But 
we would scarcely believe this of a boy of filteen. So far as 
Burr's youthful essays do reveal his character, they seem to 
show that, at this period of his life, he possessed an acute in- 
tellecl, an independent habit of thought, and an ingonnous, 
amiable disposition. During Burr's last winter in college, 
there occurred one of those periodical exoiteinents with regard 
to religion which were so important a feature in the early 
faistory of the provinces ; an excitement similar to that which 
had diverted Burr's grandfather fi-om natural science to theol- 
tgy, and won his &ther from the enlhuuastio pursuit of ola*- 
■ioal literature. This revival was one of more than ordinary 
intenBity, and a large number of the students became converts 
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Burr, then very idle, and devoted to 8uch pleasures as tbo 
rustic neighborhood afforded, was urged both by the profess- 
ors and by his companions, to renounce his way of lite and follow 
the example of his eminent ancestors. But he held quietly 
aloof. As the excitement increased, his friends redoubled 
their efforts. They appealed lo his fears, threatening him with 
all the terrific penalties of the law, if hCy descended from such 
illustrious exemplars of the fiiith, Jie^ the son of a father so 
eloquent in its pioraulgation, of a mother who had so longed 
and importuned for his conversion, should finally become a 
castaway. Burr confessed that he was moved by this revival. 
He respected the religion of his mother ; he had taken for 
granted the creed in which he had been educated. Therefore, 
though he was repelled by the wild excitement that prevailed, 
and disgusted by the means employed to excite terror, his 
mind was not at ease. He consulted Dr. Witherspoon in tiiis 
perplexity. The clergymen of the time were divided in opinion 
upon the subject of revivals : those educated in the old country 
being generally opposed to them. President Witherspoon was 
of that number, and he accordingly told the anxious student 
that the raging excitement was fanatical, not truly religious, 
and Burr went away relieved. 

It is not unlikely that if the promoters of that revival had 
appealed solely to his sense of the becoming and the just, 
Aaron Burr might have been won to their views, and might 
have lived over again, on a greater scale, and with greater re- 
sults, the life of his father. But the attempt to strike terror in 
the soul of one who never knew what it was to be afraid, was 
a failure, of coui*se. 

A habit formed by Burr, at college, had an important influ- 
ence upon his fortunes at the critical point of his career. It 
was the habit of writing his confidential letters in cipher. The 
practice was common at the time. The letters of all the emi 
nent men of the revolutionary period, Washington, Jefferson 
Hamilton, Adams, and the rest, contained evidence of an 
habitual distrust of the public conveyance of letters. This 
distrust existed before the Revolution, during the Revolution, 
tnd afler the Revolution : down, in fact, to the time when tlip 
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more multitude of lettei's teas tlit-irbest proteotion. The fear 
Wns not so mncb ttial letters woulil not reach their destination, 
an that they would be lead on the way. Burr's practice, 
therefore, of writing in ciplipi- to hia sister and to his olasB- 
mates, wiis in confonnity with the feeling and habit of the 
time, and not merely an evidence of a peculiarly secretive 
otiarAeter, But be was secretive — often absurdly so — as his 
adoption of this custom in liis boyish correspondence migbt 
bave led one to suspect. 

lie foiiiied friendships in college that ended only with life, 
William Pattexson, afterward a Judge of the Supreme Court 
of the United States ; the gallant Colonel Maltliias Ogden, of 
New Jersey ; Samuel Spiing, who became a distinguished 
divine, and who was the tiilher of Dr. G. Spring, a slili more 
eminent theologian, were among those whom he loved at col- 
lege, and who loved faim while they lived. Samuel Spring 
became a student of theology at Newport before Bun- grad- 
uated, and he wrote to his friend upon the cliarms of divinity, 
and in a modest, manly way, ui-ged him to fullill the hopes of 
his parents by devoting himself to the same pursuit. 

In Septeifiber, 1772, when he was sixteen years of age. 
Burr gradiiatud at the College of New Jersey with diatinc- 
tton. He detivered an oration on commencement-day with 
ooDsiderable, but not distinguished, applause. His manner 
and bearing vera graceful. The mattei' of his discourse was 
good, but he spoke with uneffectivc rapidity, and with an em- 
phasis GO frequent anil intense as to partly defeat the object of 
emphasis. Nevertheless, his friend Patterson was oJ opinioD 
that, if Burv was not the best of the speakei's, there was bat 
one who excelled him. 

He continued to live at Princeton for several months after 
receiving his degree, during which he read extensively, re- 
viewed some of his college studies, added many volumes to 
his collection of books, took part in the exercises of the Clio- 
Sophie Society, and amused himself to the extent afforded by 
the place in which he lived. His income was ample for the 
m^ntcnancc of a young man, and he was in no haste to oboose 

profession. In the spring and summer of 1773, he was 



much at EliuabeUitoivn. One of his favoiito plcasiims there 
was boating, an niniisennent for which the neigliboriag waten 
afford faL'ililicii pm'liapa unrivaled in the world. Burr knew 
(•very inlet and islet of those watei'8, and could manage a boat 
with much skill. The experience gained in hia aquatic ei> 
oui-sions there was turned by him to excellent account on sev- 
eral occasions in his subsequent career of adventure and vioifr 
situdc. 

A year of busy idleness the youth pfUsed in tbese scenes 
before he began to think seriously of the future. Alter leav- 
ing college, and indeed long before, he was quite bis o\vn mas- 
ter, his uncle haying early relinquished bis endeavoi-s to con- 
trol the movements of a ward who knew how, in all circum- 
stances, to have his own way. But a profession was now to 
be chosen. His relations, the friends of his father, and many 
in whose memory the mother of this youth was still most fresh 
and fragrant, hoped, expected, that he would, in due time, be 
attracted to the profession which go many of his ancestors had 
adorned:^ Not wantonly, nor hastily did he decide to disap- 
point these expectations. The uneasiness of mind which had 
been created during the great revival at Princeton, had been 
allayed, but not removed, by his conversation with Dr. With- 
erspoon, and he was now determined upon settling his theo- 
logic difficulties for ever. A mind so active, penetrating, and 
fearless as his, must have come in contact with the skepti- 
oism that was then the ra<;e in Eurofie, and which had capti- 
TSted the Jefferson^ iind Franklins of America. He could not 
have escaped it, tor it |>(;rv-!uled the books which be w.ia most 
sure to be drawn to, He resolved, tlierctbre, instead of sub. 
jecting himself to be tried by the theolotry uf iho day, which 
was what his pious friends dearcd, to put th;it theology itnelf 
upon trial. 

Dr. Joseph Bellamy, of Bcililehem, Connecncui, who had 
■tudied theology under Jonathan Edwards, was, in some de> 
gree, the inheritor of his master's preeminent poNitiun in thb 
derical world. Great was bis fame as a preacher. His pub- 
lished worka were popular in his lile-time, and continued to b« 
printed many years aller his death ; and so many candidatei 
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(br tbe miniRtry repaired to him for inslrnction in divmity, 
tfaat his house assuraed something of the importance of a theo- 
logical seminary. To this learned and famoas doctor, young 
Burr addressed himself, and requested perraisaion to reside in 
his school while he was employed in the study of theology. 
With the joyful consent of lua guardian, and to the great sab> 
istiiction of Doctor Bellamy, Burr, in the aiilnmn of 1778, 
went to live in the doctor's family, and entered at once with 
his usual ardor upon \he investigations he had proposed to 
himself. Doctor Bellamy, it appears, was one of the gentle- 
men wlib plumed iheniaelvea upon their skill in the Socratic 
or question-asking method of argumentation in which Frank- 
lin, among many others of the time, took gi'eai delight. The 
otiject of the honest divine was, v< we said, to prevent his pu- 
pils from taking any dogma for granted, or from accepting 
their opinions without consideration from the lips of their 
teavher. Sometimes he would exchange with one of them 
the part of Socrates, himself playing disciple, and submitting 
to as severe a course of questions as the skill of the young 
gentleman enabled liim to devise. 

This were a dangerous game to play with a lad of Burr's 
Aieltlc. When both Socrates and disciple are perfectly agreed 
beforehand as to the conclu^on to which the argument is to 
conduct them; when, in a word, the exercise is merely jrfay, 
it may be amusing and aati.'tfactory. But when the disciple 
has begun to suspect that Socrates is behind the age, inas- 
mnch as tbe choice spirits of the age are not at all of his way 
of thinking, and when that disciple, beside being utterly fear- 
less of tbe consequences of dissent, possessed a remarkable 
address and imperturbable coolness in arranging hia questions; 
in such circumstances, Socrates is likely to lose a pupil. Be- 
tween Dr. Bellamy and Aaron Burr, precisely tbe same catas- 
trophe occurred as came to pass a year or two later in Gei^ 
many between young Jean Piiui and theConreotorofthoHof 
GynuiQ^uuni. 

The zealous conrector, aa we read m Carlyle's exquisite 
in.icle npon Jean Paul, desirous to render his school as much 
like a univeraity as possible, had public dixputations in the 
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school occasionally. " By ill-luck one day, the worthy prea^ 
dent had selected some church-article for the thenio of such a 
disputation ; one boy was to defend, and it fell to Paul's lot to 
impugn the dogma ; a task he was very specially qualified to 
undertake. Now, honest Paul knew nothing of the limits of 
this game ; never dreamt but he might argue with his whole 
strength, to whatever results it might lead. In a few rounds, 
accordingly, his antagonist was borne out of the ring, as good 
as lifeless ; and the con rector himself, seeing the danger, had, 
as it were, to descend from his presiding chair, and clap the 
gauntlets on his own more experienced hands. But Paul, 
nothing daunted, gave him also a Roland for an Oliver; nay, 
as it became more and more manifest to all eyes, was fast re- 
ducing him also to the frightfullest extremity. The conrec- 
tor's tongue threatened cleaving to the roof of his mouth, for 
his brain was at a stand, or whirling in eddies, only his gall 
was in active play. Nothing remained for him but to close 
the debate abruptly by a ^Silence, sirrah^ and leave the 
room? " 

All over the world, in that century of skepticism, similar 
scenes were transpiring. At Oxford, in England, as Bentham 
records, " infidelity" was the fashion ; there were Atheist's 
clubs in the university. A few years later, a similar state of 
things existed at Yale, which required all the eloquence and 
tact of the able President D wight to suppress. 

A few months' residence with Dr. Bellamy sufiiced for Burr. 
We soon find him writing to his friend Ogden, at Elizabeth- 
town, that he had the good old doctor completely under his 
thumb! Ogden replies that he is glad to hear it; and pro- 
ceeds to give Burr the gossip of the fashionable society at 
New York. In the summer of 1774, Burr left Dr. Bellamy 
with the conviction, to use his own language, that " the road 
to heaven was open to all alike." In other words, he rejected 
the gospel, according to Jonathan Edwards ; rejected it, as he 
always maintained, after a calm and full investigation ; rejected 
it completely and for ever. To the close of his life, he avoided 
disputes upon questions of religion ; and when, on one or two 
occasions only, he was drawn into such a discussion, he re- 
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proanhed himself for hia fully aflcrward, Otlcn he was ad- 
drcsst'd by relatives, nnxioiis to see liitn treading in the foot- 
ttopa of Ilia fattier. Olleii li^ttertt were Hcnt liim, uarning bira 
to ivpent. lie neither veaenti-d nor regnrdt^d these well- 
meant endonvoitt ; but waived them aside with good-humored 
gi'ftce, and Bometimea even wilh tendcnitas. 

The gospel whicli the young man ncci'iited, lived by and 
died in, waa the gospel aecoiding to Philip Dormer Stanhope, 
Lord CheHtertield ; ivliich, t^om Uiut's (lay to tliiis has been 
cultivated Young America's usual poor recoil from the Puri- 
tanism of its cliildhood. ChesterUeld himself waa nut a mora 
oonsummutv Chestertieldian than Aaron Burr, The intrepid- 
ity, tlic sclf-posaession, the eonsideration for others,.the pur- 
suit' of knowledge, whiuU Chesterfield commends, were all 
illnstriitcd hi the eharacter of the yonng American, who also 
availed himsolf of the licetise which that perfect man of the 
world diowed liimself, and recommeuded to his son. 

The summer of 177* Burr spent at Litchfield, Connecticut, 
St the house of Mr. Tappan Reeve, his brother-in-law. He 
had dcdiJeil to study law, but, in no haste to begin, he passed 
some montlis in rending, riding, hunting, and flirting. Already, 
he posHcssed that power of pleasing the fair for whieli he was 
Bfterwaid noted, and ali'eady officioua relations began to 
speculate upon him as a subject for matrimony. Uncle Thad- 
deus Bvirr, as wo learn from one of Aaron's letterd, had hia eye 
upon a young lady, whose pei-son and fortune he was fond of 
extolling in bis handsome nephew's hearing. But the nephew 
was deaf and dumb on those occasions, and resolved, at length, 
to be round wiili Uncle Th ad dens, when next be should indulge 
in those broad bints. At the same time, the young beau was 
all gallantry lo the ladies, who evidently occupied themselves 
more Ihan a little in gossiping about him; but ho seoma to 
have distributed bis attentions so equally among them all, that 
no two people could agree on the same lady to tease him with. 
One lady, he tells his friend Ogden, had actually made love to 
him, wliicb, ho says, made him feel foolish enough. His let- 
ters, afler leaving Dr. Bellamy and theology, contain very 
frequent allusions to 'the gills.' They were evidently, duiing 
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the leisure months of 1774, the chief subject of his thoughts, 
and one of the most frequent objects of his attention. 

Now, too, his instinctive love of intrigue began to exhibit 
itself. A friend of his received a letter from a young female 
relative, which Burr, for a joke, offered to answer, and did an- 
swer, in the name of his friend. He carried on a correspond- 
ence with the girl in this way, but, as he told Ogden, avoided 
scrupulously to draw from her any thing she would choose 
he should not know. " I would suffer crucifixion," he said, 
"rather than be guilty of such unparalleled meanness." A 
hoiTor of meanness is frequently expressed in Burr's early let- 
ters. *'My idea of a devil," he once observed, ** is composed 
more of malice than of meanness." There are hints of other 
mtrigues with fair ladies in these joyous letters, but so vaguely 
expressed as to convey no information to the reader. 

The impression left on the mind of any candid reader of 
Burr's correspondence at this period, is favorable to him. A 
gay, handsome, innocent, honorable, rollicking young man, 
high-spirited, fond of the girls, an enthusiastic friend, an intel- 
ligent reader, and an independent thinker. Every body liked 
him, and many predicted his future eminence. Of his own im- 
mediate circle of friends, he was the youngest, but it is evident 
that they all unconsciously regarded him as a kind of chief. 
They speak of his generous heart, and his excellent judgment, 
and betray in all their letters to him a friendship of the warm 
est character. 

As the winter of 1774 drew on, these happy young men 
were drawn from the light pursuits proper to their age by the 
portentous aspect now assumed by the quarrel between the 
colonies and the mother country. New England was alive 
with excitement. Her younger spirits, so far from fearing, 
had begun to desire a conflict with the royal troops. Burr 
and his set had been ardent Whigs from the beginning of the 
dispute. They had studied the subject together, and Burr, in 
particular, had made himself master of the law of the case, 
and renewed with enthusiasm the military studies which had 
always interested him. As early as August, 1774, we find him 
eager for the fray. A mob had torn down the house of a man 
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jtispected of being unfriendly to the liberties of the people, 
and the sheriff, who had arrested eight of the ringleaders, 
brought them to Litchfield, where Burr was. The next day, 
fifty horsemen, each armed with a white club, marched into 
Litchfield to rescue the prisoners, and Burr sallied forth to 
join in the threatened contest. But, to his boundless disgust, 
the horsemen could not be induced to make the attempt, and 
to crown the infamy of the occasion, he says, "the above men- 
tioned sneaks all gave bonds for their n])pcarance to stand a 
trial at the next court for committing a riot." From the man- 
ner in which Burr narrates this incident, it is certain that he 
was ready for the great fight, eight months before the first 
blood was shed. 

In those months, he began the study of the law under Mr. 
Tappan Reeve, at Litchfield, and had made some slight prog- 
ress therein when the news of Lexington, the news that 
Nood had been shed, electrified the thirteen colonies, and 
Bommoned to arms their gallant spirits of every degree. 



CHAPTER V. 

THB VOLUNTEER. 

B» QVAI.TFTOATIO;rB AS A SOLDIEB — JoiMS Tns AbMT ArOUITO B06T09 — AkNOLB*^ 
EXPKDITIOX TOQUEDBO — UURB'S SCCBET MlSSIOX FROM ABXOLD TO MoXTGOJflBt 

— Appoixtkd aid to Qexrral Moxtgomebt — Tub Assault upox Qubbbo-^ 
Oaptaix Bitrb bears orr the Body op his Oexebal— Appointed Aid to Gbmbkal 
Wasiukgtox — Reasons or nis Discoxtent ix that Situatiox. 

As one who had been waiting for the signal, this young 
Btudent-at-law threw aside his books, and seized the sword, on 
fire to join the patriot forces gathered around glorious Boston. 

He felt that he was formed to excel as a soldier. A mere 
stripling in appearance, with a stature of five feet six inches, a 
slender form, and a youthful face, he yet possessed a power 
of prolonged exertion, and a capacity for enduring privation, 
that were wonderful in a youth of nineteen. His courage 
was perfect — he never knew fear ; even his nerves could not 
be startled by any kind of sudden horror. He was a good 
horseman, a good helmsman, a tolerable fencer, and a decent 
shot. Moreover, he loved the military art ; knew all of it 
that could be learned from books, and more highly pnzed the 
soldier's glory than that of any other pursuit. To these quali- 
ties he added a mind cultivated and most fertile in those sug- 
gestions for which the exigencies of war furnish such frequent 
occasions. And with all his power to win the confiding love 
of equals and inferiors, men saw in his face and bearing what 
Kent loved in Lear, authority I 

No period of Aaron Burr's life is better known than the 
time he spent in the revolutionary army. Two or three timeSi 
in the latter part of his life, he was a claimant under the pen- 
sion and compensation acts passed for the benefit of the sol- 
diers of the Revolution ; and, to substantiate his claim^ liig fel- 
low-soldiers gave written and sworn testimony respecting hi« 
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Pwrices, Homo of them narrating, with great particularity, 
exploits of his which they had themselves witnessed. Much 
of this evidence was given by persons well known for their 
public services, and of veraoily beyond question. The num- 
ber, the coincidence, and the enthu.^insm of theae doposilionR, 
place the essential truth of their statements beyond reasonable 
doubt. Burr, too, in his old nge, loved to talk over those brighl 
years of hia youth, and some of the incidents aboni to bo re- 
lated were derived directly from fiiends of the old soldier, to 
vhom he used to tell them. He was proud of his military career. 
What he achieved in law and in politics were as nothing in 
his eyes in comparison with his deeds as a soldier of the revo- 
lutionary army. 

On hearing of the battle of Lexington, he wrote imme- 
diately to his friend Ogden, urging him to como with all possi- 
ble rapidity to LitchRcld, and they would then together start 
for the scene of war. But Ogden replied that he could not 
in sach haste make preparations to leave home. Burr wrote 
again. While Ogden seemed still undecided, came the most 
thrilling piece of news that bieath ever uttered on this contU 
neut— the news that a thonsnnd of the flower of the British 
army had fallen on Bunker Hill under the tire of a band of 
rustic patriots. Burr could boar inactivity no longer. He 
mounted his horse, and rode in hot haste to Elizabelhtown ; 
there aided Ogden in his preparations for a cani|taigu ; and 
the two friends then made their way to the camp near Boston. 
They arrived in July, 1775, only a few days after General 
Washington had taken the command. 

The scene presented to the eyes of the commander-in-chief 
on his arrival at Cambridge has been too oHen described to 
require more than an allusion here. In the various campi 
and posts aronnd the city, there were seventeen thousand 
balf-armed, ill-clad, undisciplined, and unorganized troope^ 
commanded by officers who were either ignorant oftheirduty, 
or reluctant to give offense by performing it. The health of 
the men was endangered by the want of a camp police to en- 
force the regulations, without which large bodies of men can 
Bot exist together. Burr was not prepared for such a kcd^ 
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of disorder, and still less for the inactivity to which this mot 
ley host was condemned. He, and thoosands of others, had 
rnslicd to the seat of war in the hope that Lexington and 
Bunker Hill were to be followed up by afiairs fitil! more deci- 
sive ; and this namelesa boy, of course, caught no whisper 
of the dreadful secret, confided only to general officers, that 
there was not powder enough in the whole army to fight an- 
other Bunker Hill, if the occasion should arise. As ihe yonth 
wandei'ed fi-om camp to camp, lie became a prey to disappoint- 
ment, moililicatiou, and disgust; and, after pas«ng a month 
of this most wearisome idleness, be actually fretted himself 
into a kind of intei'mittent fever, and was confined for several 
days sick in body and in mind. 

One day, an ho was tossing in iiis bed, be overheard Ogden 
and others talking in the next room of an expedition that was 
on foot. He called Ogden to his bedside, and asked what 
expedition it was of which they had been talking. Ogden 
replied, that Colonel Arnold was about to march with a tliuu- 
sand volunteei-s through the foiests of Maine to attack Que- 
bec, and thos complete the conquest of Canada so gloriously 
begun by General Montgomery, who was already master of 
Montreal. Instantly Burr sat up in bed, and declared his de- 
termination to join the expedition ; and, quietly disregarding 
Ogden's remonstrances, began, enfeebled as ho was, to dress 
himself. All his friends in the array were aghast at his reso- 
lution. But no argument and no persuasion could move him 
when his mind was made up. Go he would. Under the 
■timulus of a congenial object, his health improved, and in a 
very few days he was ready to proceed to tlie rendezvous at 
Newburyport, distant thirty miles from Boston. Ogden and 
others of Burr's acquaintance were conveyed to Newburyport 
in carriages ; but Buit, accompanied by four oi' five stout fel 
lows whom he had equipped at his own expense, shouldered 
bis Imapaack and marched the whole distance. 

In the mean time, his Uncle "nmotliy had heard of his un 
manageable ward's intention, and loving the lad none the less fot 
the trouble he had given him, dispatclted a messenger, post 
haste, tc bring the fugitive back, peaceably ifhe could, forciblj 
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if lie niusl. The messenger conveyed to Burr a letter fi-om 
his nncle commanding iiis retiii-n, iind a whole budget of epis- 
tles fi'om other friends, setting fbi'th the horror of tbe contem- 
plated maruh, and imploring liim to give it tip, "Yon will 
die" wiote a young pliysician of his acquaintance, " I Aitow 
f on will die in the undertaking ; it is impossible for you to en- 
dure tbe fatigue." Upon reading his uncle's peremplopy let- 
ter, he looked coolly up at the messenger, and s^iid : " Suppose 
I refuse to go, how do yoii expect to take mc back? If you 
were to attempt it by force, I would have you hung up in ten 
minutes." The messenger paused a moment ; then g.ive htm 
a second letter from his uncle, upon opening which Burr dis- 
covered a remittance in gold. In this letter hia uncle used 
enti-enties only. It was full of the raost affectionate and en- 
dearing expressions, depicted the inevitable miseries of such 
t morcli, and the grief that would alBict his family if he should 
WL Burr was moved — his feelings, but not hia resolution. 
Tears filled his eyes as he read this letter, but ho could nol 
Ro'w retire fi'om a scheme in which his heai*t, and, as he sup- 
posed, his honor, was embarked. He told his uncle so in re- 
spectful and tender language, thanking him for the care he 
had taken of his childhood, and explaining why ho could not 
in this instance comply with his desire. The messenger de- 
parted, and the young soldier rushed upon bis destiny. 

On the 20lh of September, the troops, eleven hundred in 
Uninbei', embarked at NeH'bui'yport, in eleven ti'aosports ; and. 
Baling lo tbe mouth of the Kennebec, found provided for 
tJiem there, two hundred light batteaux, suitable for ascend 
ing the river. In a few days the little army had gone by the 
last ouiirost of civili»ition, and was working its way through 
a wilderness of which enough still exists to show the adven- 
turous tourist what it must have been before the foot of civil- 
ized man had trodden it. It was a wonderful, an unparalleled 
march; one that American troops, native to the wilderness, 
ftlone could have achieved. For thirty-two days they saw no 
trace of the presence of human beings. Not once or Uvloo 
merely, but thirty times, or more, the boats, ^liib all their con- 
tents, ammunition, provisions, and sick men, had to bo carried 
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by main strength, around rapids and falls, over high and pro 
cipitous hills, across wide marshes — until, after toil, under 
which a tenth of the army sank, and from which another tenth 
ran away, the boats were launched into the Dead river, where 
a sudden flood dashed to pieces many of the boats, and de- 
stroyed one half of the provisions. Then, all the horrors of 
starvation threatened the devoted band. In a few days more, 
they were reduced to live upon dogs and reptiles ; and, at 
length, to devour the leather of their shoes and cartridge- 
boxes, and any thing, however loathsome, which contained 
the smallest nutriment. It was fifly days afler leaving New- 
buryport, before Arnold, with the loss of exactly half nis 
force, saw the heights of Quebec. He had brought his gallant 
army six hundred miles through a hideous wilderness. 

The student, bred in comparative luxury, who had come 
from a sick bed to encounter these £itigues and privations, 
bore them as well as any man of his party. During the first 
days in the wilderness, the weather was the most delightful of 
the Indian summer, and Burr, with his friends Ogden, Wil- 
kinson, Samuel Spring (chaplain to the corps), Deai*bom, 
Ward, and others, sped along through the woods, abreast of 
the boats, merrily enough. Before the rains set in, and the 
provisions ran low, he had more than regained his wonted 
vigor ; and in the trying time that succeeded, his habit ac- 
quired in college, of living upon a very small quantity of food, 
stood him in good stead. His hardihood and quick helpful- 
ness attracted general admiration among the troops. His skill 
in the management of a boat was particularly useful in shoot- 
ing the rapids, and he was often the helmsman of the boat in 
the van of his division. All his vigilance, however, did not 
save him, one bitterly cold day, from a sad mishap. He was 
running some rapids in the Dead river, when he observed the 
men on shore making violent gestures, but for what purpose, 
neither he nor his crew could divine.. In a few minutes the 
rapids became swifter, and the boat was precipitated over a 
&11 twenty feet high. One poor fellow was drowned, half the 
baggage was lost, and Burr himself reached the shore onl;p 
with the greatest difficulty. In all ways, on this terrible ex 



pedllioii, aB his companions for fifty years afierward were aX all 
times ddiglitcil to testily, he bore himself like a man, a sol- 
dier, and n true comrade. It was very hard to make any man 
think ill of Aaron BmT who was with him then. 

Colonel Arnold, the commander of the expedition, gave him 
a proof of his confidence by intrusting him with a mission of 
great diiliGulty. As the force approached Quebec, it became 
B matter of the first importance to communicate witli General 
Montgomery at Montreal ; paitioidarly aa Arnold's diminished 
numbers might render it impossible for him to act against the 
place without the general's cooperation. To Bun- was con- 
fided the taak of conveying, alone, one hundred and twenty 
miles through aii enemy's country, a verbal message from 
Arnold, informing Montgomery of his arrival, and of hia 
plans. 

In performing this duty, the yonng soldier gave the firsi 
strikiDg proof of hia tact and address. Knowing that the 
Frent'h population had never become reconciled to British 
rule, and that the Catholic clergy espedally abhorred it, he 
assumed the garb and bearbg of a young priest, and went 
directly to a religious house near the oanip, and sought an 
miervmw with its chief. Burr's Latin was still fresh in his 
memory ; and as he luckily knew French enough to enable hiui 
to jjrotiouncc Latin in the French manner, he had little diffi- 
culty in convomingwilh the venerable priest, to whose presence 
he was conducted. A few minutes sufficed to show the young 
diplomatist that he bad found the man he had need of, and he 
at once frankly avowed his real character, and-asked the aid of 
the clerical order in the prosecution of his journej'. The priegt 
gaxed at the stripling with astonishment. He thought bim a 
boy, and told him it was impossible for one of his tenderyears 
to perform a journey so long and so beset with danger. Find- 
.Dg that the purpose of the young gentleman was irrevocable, 
and that he was more of a man than his appearance betokened, 
he gave him n trusty guide, and one of the rude carriages of 
the country. From one religious family to another the guide 
oonve}t;J him in perfect safety, and with such comfoil as made 
the journey seem a holiday excursion compared with the recent 
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march throagh the wilderness. Onlj once was his progress 
interrupted. At Three Rivers the guide found the people 
excited by rumors of Arnold's arrival, and the authorities on 
the alert to prevent communication between the two American 
commanders. The guide, aware that his neck was in danger, 
refused to proceed further, and urged Burr to lay by till th^ 
excitement had in some degree subsided. Concluding that t^ 
be the most prudent course, he was concealed for three day% 
in the convent at Three Rivers ; at the expiration of whick 
the guide was willing to go forward. They reached Mon 
treal without further detention or alarm. Burr repaired s^ 
once to Montgomery's head-quarters, gave the informatioi 
with which he was charged, and narrated his adventures 
That gallant and princely Irishman was so charmed witL 
Burr's address and daring, that he requested him, on the spot 
to accept a place on his staff. A few days afler. Burr wa^ 
formally announced as the general's aid-de-camp, with th« 
rank of captain. 

It was now near the end of November, the ground was 
covered with snow, and the severe .^^t^adian winter had set in 
with its usual rigor. But MontgrjiPery, without a moment'e 
hesitation, and with only the delav necessary for preparation, 
put himself at the head of a force of three hundred men, anc. 
marched, through a succession ot blinding snow storms, to 
join Arnold's troops who were shivering under the heights of 
Quebec. Arnold had already made an attempt upon the city, 
and might have carried it and won undying honoi*s, and turned 
the course of revolutionary history, but for the treason of an 
Indian to whom he had given lotters for General Schuyler, 
but who conveyed them and news of the expedition, to th« 
British commandant! 

Soon after ^Montgomery's anival, a council of war was held, 
at which Burr and Ogden were both present, and it was de- 
termined to make an attempt to take the place by assault. To 
Captain Burr, at his own request, was assigned the command 
of a forlorn hope of forty men, whom he forthwith selected, 
and began to drill. He caused ladders to be made, and exer- 
cised his men in using them, until, burdened with all their 
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oqiiiinneiils, iliey could mount tlic ladders willi gi-eat agility 
in the d.wkcsl night. Dming those two wucks of preparation, 
he was all activity. His soul was in arms. Every niglit, wbtn 
all but the Bi-ntinela slept, he was iindor tUoso limghls wbi-re so 
much glory has been won, familiar! zing liia eyo with every 
foatiiro of the scene, and weighing all the obsiaclca to the 
ascent. Uiion the plan of assault originally proposed, purls of 
which Bun- had himself suggested, and for the cxetuition of 
which he had made his surveys and preparations, he felt con- 
fident of success. But at a late day, that plan, for reasons not 
certainly known, was ciiangcd ; a eirunmstance to tthich Burr 
always Attributed lliu disastrous failure of the assault. 

The attat^Ic, it was agreed at the council of war, should 
uke place at night, and in a suow-Btorm. By the 20tli of 
December the ]>i-epurations were complete, anil niglitly the 
little army awaited the signal, and the sentinel watched the 
heavens for signs of the gathering storm. The we.illier was 
bitterly cold ; the small-pox was making fearful ravnges among 
the Iruops; there was no hope of an alleviation to their suffer- 
jiga but in cajitming the fbrlresa-crowned heights above 
them. The List night of the year 1775 bad come, and a bril- 
liant moon, when the patriot army retired to rest, was flood- 
ing with light the fields of snow, the ice- butteries, the town, 
and the lolty citadel. No one expected to bo aroused that 
night by the familiar signal. Bui, at midnight, the heaveni 
became suddenly overcast, and a north-easterly snow-stonu, of 
unusual violence, came driving over the scene. The genera/ 
vas roused. At a glance he saw that the hour had copne, and 
gave the order for the troops to get under arms. Burr a» 
Stated in commnnic^iting the order to the divisions, and soon 
had his storm ing.pnrty in readiness to move. By personal io 
Rpection, by the touch of his own hand, he assured himself 
that the men under liis immediate direction were eqnippeil a> 
he hnii determined they should bo on the (Jecirivo night. By 
two o'clock the men had been carefully inspected, and wcto 
ready to march to the points whence they were to assauli the 
town. About niiio hundred men answered to their names 
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of wbich were designed to fight ; the others were to dislraoi 
the gart'ison by feints at places remote from the ec^ne of so- 
rioafl attack. One of the figting-parties was led by Arnold; 
the other, in spite of the remonstrnnces of Burr and othei-a of 
the gODGiai'a family, wna commanded by Montgomery, wlioae 
towering form appeared at the bead of the column. At four 
o'clock, tlio divisions had reached their designated i>osts. At 
five the ^gnal of attack was given, and the chilled Soldiuro, 
impatient to move, began the ascent through the snuw-drifta, 
and in the teeth of the storm. 

Captain Bui-r matched ^de by ude with his general at the 
head of the division, as it hurried along the St. Lawrence to 
the defenses under Cape Diamond. These were well known 
to the vigilant aid-de-camp. First, the attacking party came 
upon a row of pickets, which the general, with his own hands, 
asdsted to cut away. Pushing on through the snow and 
darkness, they reached, a few paces beyond, a second row of 
pickets, behind which was a square, two-story block-house, 
loop-holed above for musketry, and pierced below for two 
twelve -pounders, which, charged with grape, commanded the 
narrow gorge up which an enemy mii£t advance. It was not 
till the Americans had begun to remove the second row of 
pickct.1, that the British guard became aware of the presence 
of an enemy. Delivering one ineffectual lire, they fled to the 
block-bouse, and communicating their terror to tlie party 
within, who were mostly sculora and militia, the whole body 
fled without once discharging the cannon. But their panic, 
■ unfortunately, was not perceived by the Amencans, and a de- 
lay, short but fatal, occurred, Masses of ice, Icfl on the win- 
tor subsidence of the river, obstructed the ascent, and several 
rainates elapsed before a sufiident number of men could clam- 
ber over these and form within the second picket to attack 
tbe block-house. In smoothing the pathway, the general him- 
self tugged at the great blocks of ice with furious energy. At 
length, two hundred men were foiTued in column. The gen- 
eral was at its head, as before. Burr was at his side. Two 
other aids, an orderly sergeant, and a French guide, corn- 
Dieted the group in advance. " Push on, brave boys, Quebec 
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to ouis," cried Montgomery, aa the colamn began to move up 
tho ascent. On they marched to within forty paces of the 
bloclc-house. At tliat moment, a sailor who bad fled iVom hia 
post, stirpriscd that the AmeiicHns did not advance, rentnrcd 
back to discover the reason. Through one of tho port-holes 
of tho block-house he saw the advancing party, and turned to 
run away again ; bnt, as he tiinied, he perfbrineii an act which 
dcuidcd the lorlunea of the day, and gave Canada back again 
to Britain, Ho touthed off one of those grape-charged can- 
Forward fell the majestic form of Montgomery, never to 
rise again. Down went two of his aids, mortally wounded. 
The orderly sergeant, too, never saw daylight again. Every 
mxa that marched in front of the column, except Captain Burr 
und the guide, were struck down to death by the discharge of 
that twelve-pounder. The day was just dawning, and the aot- 
ditiTS were soon aware of the whole extent of the catastrophe. 
The column baited and wavered. The command fell into 
[oooaipetent hands. Priceless minutes were lost in those con 
niiiations by which cowardice loves to hide its trepidation. 
At that critical time, when all but the paunch est hearts gave 
way. Burr was as cool, as dcteii:^nei], as eager to go foiv 
ward, as at the most exultant moment of tho advance. Ht 
was vehement, almost to the point of mutiny, in urging a re- 
newal of the attack, " When dismay and consternation uni- 
versally prevwled," testifies Captain Richard Piatt, who com- 
manded a New York company, among the most advanced in 
the column of attack, " Burr animated the troops, and made 
many efforts to lead ihem on, and stimulated tbem to enter 
the lower town ; and might have succeeded, but for the posi- 
tive order of the commanding officer for the troops to retreat," 
There was small need of order to that eflVoL The enemy re- 
turned to the block-bouse, and opened fire on the ass^lantei 
The retreat soon became a precipitate and disorderly flight. 

It was then that our young aid-de-camp made a noble 
display of courage and fidelity ; improving the opportunity 
which the brave know bow to snatch from toe teeth of disas- 
ter. Therr lay the body of his general in its snowv shroud. 
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Down the steep, over the blocks of ice and drifls of snow, and 
along the river's bank, his comrades wei'e flying in disgraceful 
panic. From the block-house, the enemy were beginning to 
issue in pursuit. The faithful aid, a boy in stature, exerting all 
)»is strength, litled the general's superbly-proportioned body 
upon his shoulders, and ran with it down the gorge, up to his 
knees in snow, the enemy only forty paces behind him. Burr's 
gallantry on this occasion, too, had a witness. Samuel Spring, 
his college friend, the chaplain to the expeditionary force, was 
near the head of the assaulting column on this eventful morn- 
ing, and was one of the last to leave the scene of action. It 
was his friendly eyes that saw " little Burr," in the snowy dim- 
ness of the dawn, hun-ying away before the enemy, and stag- 
gering under his glorious load. The chances of war separated 
those two friends there and then. From that hour, for fifty 
years, the reverend chai)lain never saw the face of Aaron Burr, 
But the picture was indelibly imprinted upon his memory, and 
he loved the lad for it while his heart beat ; and he would testify 
his love, after that lapse of time, when it required some man- 
liness in a clergyman even to accost Aaron Burr, and when 
Spring's own son, more worldly wise, besought the old clergy- 
man not to see the man who had " lost caste .'" But to con- 
clude the adventure. "Little Burr" could not long sustain the 
burden. He reeled along with it till the enemy were close 
behind him ; when, to avoid capture, he was compelled to 
drop the body in the snow again, and hasten after the flying 
troops. 

Burr's behavior on this decisive day won him great distino- 
ticn, and laid the foundation of his fortune. His praises were 
warmly r'jpeated among the troops, with whom he had before 
been a favorite. His extreme youth, his singular coolness and 
tact, the eclat attached to his position as a gentleman volun 
teer, his quick intelligence and courteous manners all conspired 
to win the regard of those rustic soldiers. Fourteen daya 
after the assault, the news of its failure reached the lower 
provinces of New England and struck dismay to the heart of 
the most hopeful. But the brilliant deeds of valor which had 
marked the whcle course of the expedition were a consolation 
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to the strjggling patriots, wlio listened with greedy ears to 
the wondrous story ; and wtiile the liendlong courage and in- 
doniitahle perabverance of Arnold, the iibivalric gallantry 
of Montgomery, the despei'alc bravery of Morga^n, all had 
their duo of praiso and reward, the romantic exploits of the 
boy aid-de-cainp who bore his general's body from the enemy's 
fire were not forgotten. Ogden, soon after the action, went 
home with dispatches, and told his friendx, told Congrcsii, toM 
General Wasbington, of " tittle Burr's" bravery ; and back to 
QuebcB came a budget of congratulatory Icttei-s. It ia pleas- 
ant to see how glad and proud Burr'a young friends wove tliat 
he had won distinction. His sister, who had passed many 
weeks of agonizing snsptnsc ivithout any news of him what- 
ever, bearing now, at onue, of his sately and his glory, was id 
eostacies of pride and delight, 

Tile Anieiican forcea remained about Quebec till the spring 
annoying the garrison as best they could, and not withont 
hope of starving it into a surrender. Arnold, who had been 
wounded in the assault, was again the olficer in command, and 
appointed Burr to the post of brigade major. Buri', however, 
was nut an admirer of the turbulent and daring apothecary. 
Arnold bad au absurd idea of taunting and defying the enemy 
by parading the troops in siglit of the foitress, and by sending 
lettei-s deni.indiiig its surrender, practices most repugnant to 
the practical mind of Buir. A letter of this description Ar- 
nold desired Major Buir to convoy to the British commander. 
He demanded to know its contents, and upon AiTiold's object- 
ing, offered to resign his post, but refused, poicit-blank, to car- 
ry a letter of wbicb he knew not the puipoit. Arnold then 
Bhowcd him the letter, which demanded a surrender of the 
fortress, and was couched in what Burr deemed most aiTogant 
and insulting language. He still declined to be the bearer 
of such a missive, and predicted that whoever should deliver 
it would meet only with contempt and derision. Arnold sent 
it by another officer, who was treated precusely as Burr had 
anticipated. 

In the spring, the Am-;ricana had to retreat before the new 
tnny under Burgoyne, They remained a short time at Mont- 
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real, where Burr's Olsllke to Arnold increased to such a di> 
gree that he determined to leave huu aad seek more nctiva 
service nearer home. Even on the march through the wilder- 
ness, he thoaglit Arnold had Dot shared the privations of th« 
troops as lie onghl ; and now, when the resources of a town 
were at his command, Burr was thoroughly disgusted with the 
general's all-exacLing meanness. " Ai'nold," Burr used to say, 
" is It pci'lect madmnn in the excitemeots of battle, and is ready 
for any deeds of valor ; but he has not a particle of moral 
courage. He is utterly unprincipled, and has no love of coun- 
try or self-respect to guide him. He is not to be trusted any* 
where but under the eye of a superior," 

On reaching the river Sorel, Major Bnrr informed Arnold 
of bis determination to leave. Arnold, not in the best humor, 
objected. With the utmost suavity of manner, Burr said, 

" Sir, I have a boat in readiness ; I have employed four dis- 
charged soldiers to row me, and I start from such a poinC 
(naming it) at six o'clock to-morrow morning." 

Whereupon Arnold angrily forbade his departure, and Burr, 
b the blandest tone, reiterated his determination. In the 
morning, as t!ie young soldier was about to step into his boat, 
he saw Arnold approacliing. 

"Why, Major Buir, you are not going?" said he. 

" I ara, sii-," was the reply. 

"But," said Arnold, "you know il is against my orders." 

"I know," rejoined Burr, "that you have the power to 
stop me, but notliing short of force shall do it." 

Upon this, Arnold changed his tone, and tried to persuade his 
e£Scient brigade-major to remain. In a few minutes. Burr 
stepped into his boat, wished the general good-by and good 
fortune, and was rowed away without hindei-anoe. As a vo/un- 
teer, who had remained with the corps as long as there was 
danger to be feced or fatigue to be undergone. Burr, diacip> 
Itnarian as he was, felt that he bad a right to leave. Arnold's 
nnwiUingness to let him go arose from the fact that a compe 
tent brigade-major relieves a general from all the details of 
command ; as much so as a good mate the captain of a ship 
fo a man of Arnold's sell- indulgent habits, an officer likff 
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Butt, of slcepU'Ss vigilance, and of activity that nolliing 
eniild tire, was a most impoilaiit acquisition. 

On the Soiel, an incident occuiied which frightened Burr's 
3arsTncn, and still more a young trader with TClioni ho shared 
the boat. As tlic boat rounded a point, there suddenly came 
into view a large brick house, with loopholes for the discharge 
of musketry, and an Indian warrini', in full costume, stand- 
ing at the door. The crew were for instant retreat, but Burr 
aeeing that tiiey wei-e already far within rifle-shot, ordered 
them to go on. At this, the passenger, in a rage of terror, at- 
tempted to prevent the soldiei-s from rowing ; but Buir, dmw- 
ingn pistol, declared he would shoot him if he interfered, and 
directed the men lo row str.iight toward the portentous editice. 

"I will go up to the house," he added, "and we shall soon 
learn who they are." 

Beforo the boat reached the land, the Indians came swarm- 
bg from the house, and presented an appearance m alai-ming 
Sfl picturesque. Burr sprang ashore, walked towaid them, 
find soon had the pleasure of learning that they were peace- 
fully disposed. In a few rainutcs ho caused to be biought on 
filiore a keg of whisky, which put the Indians into the high- 
est good humor, and they parted excellent friends. 

On reaching Albany, Burr learned that hi.t services In 
Canada had greatly pleased the commander-in-chief. Upon 
Ogden'a visit to Philadelphia with dispatches, he had been in- 
formed by Mr. Reed that there was a vacancy on the staff of 
General Washington, to which he should bo glad to recom- 
mend him. Ogden replied, that he preferred more active scr 
vice, and proceeded to use all his eloquence and interest ic 
procuring the staff appointment for his friend Burr. To Gen- 
eral Washington himself he extolled Burr's gallantry and 
talent with all the warmth of the most devoted friendship, 
and he soon had the delight of conveying to his friend a mes 
■age from the general. 

" General Washington," he wrote, " desires me to inform 
yon that he will provide for you, and that he expects you will 
Dome to him immediately ind stay in hia lamily. You will 
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DOW want Yoar hoi'se," added Ogden ; '' I have sold him, and 
spent the money," etc. 

The letter, of which this is a pait, passed Burr on his way 
to New York ; it was from other fnends that he first heard of 
General Washington's invitation. So long a period had elapsed 
fcince he had heard from Ogden, that he began to think that 
gentleman must have forgotten, amid the multitude of his new 
friends, the companion, the brother, of his youth. And while 
Ogden was exulting at the success of his friendly endeavors, 
Burr was lamenting hia apparent faithlessness and neglect. 
He wrote him a letter, upbraiding him in terms amusing for 
their young-manish severity and loftiness. He dealt Ronianly 
with him. 

"There is in man^'^ said Burr, "a certain love of novelty; 
a fondness of variety (useful within proper limits), which in- 
fluences more or less in almost every act of life. New views, 
new laws, new friends^ have each their charm. Truly great 
must be the soul, and firm almost beyond the weakness of 
humanity, that can withstand the smiles of fortune. Success, 
promotion, the caresses of the great, and the flatteries of the 
low, are sometimes fatal to the noblest minds. The volatile 
become an easy prey. The fickle heart, tiptoe with joy, as 
from an eminence, views with contempt its former joys, con- 
nections, and pursuits. A new taste contracted, seeks com- 
panions suited to itself. But pleasures easiest tasted, though 
perhaps at first of higher glee, are soonest past, and, the more 
they are relied upon, leave the severer sting behind. One 
cloudy day despoils the glow-worm of all its glitter. Should 
fortune ever frown upon you. Matt. ; should those you now 
call friends forsake you ; should the clouds gather force on 
every side, and threaten to bui-st upon you, think then upon 
the man who never betrayed you ; rely on the sincerity you 
never found to fail ; and if my heart, my life, and my fortune 
can assist you, it is youi-s." 

Upon the receipt of Ogden's letter. Burr saw his error, 
and all was well again between the two friends. Ogden, in* 
deed, loved Aaron Burr with an unusual afiection. In thf 
very letter which told Burr of General Washington's favor, 
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I meniiont'd tliat Iio had recently gone out of hU way 
' tinjx: ut' mcetitig liim, nnd deolni'Lil tlinl liis f^iilura 
to do so was tiie gr-)ateal disappointment lio li.td ever expori' 
«nccd. 

In May, 17T6, Major Bm-r reported liimsolf in New Yoik 
to General Washington, wlio at onue invited liitn lo reside in 
fiin tHinily nntil u eiiitablc nppointmcnt conld be procured for 
him. The com mnnder-in -chief wns residing at Richmond Hill, 
then nliout tuu miles from tlic city, an tliu banks of the Uiid- 
•on, in !i ninnsion wliicli was afterward Burr's own country 
•cat. It was a delightfnl abode, say the old chruniclcrsi ; the 
gTonnda extending dou'n to the river, nnd the neighborhood 
adorned with groves, gnrdons, ponds, nnd vUias.* 

Burr, with iilaerily, acce}Jted Genei-al Washington's invitB>- 
lion, and went immediately to resido nt head -q n art ers. For 
about six weelcB, lie sat at the general's table, oueasionally 
rode out with him, nnd performed some of the duties of aid- 
de-camp. Long before the expirnlion of even tiiat short 
period, he became so disgusted with his situation, that in one 
nf bis letters to Governor Hancock, his own nnd his father's 
ti'ieiid, he talked Bciiously of retiring from the service. Han- 
cook disanaded him, and offered to procure him the uppoint- 
inenl of aid to General Putnam, then quartered in thu 
city. Unri- consented, and in July took up his abode with 
Putnam at the corner of Broadway and the Battery, where 
also Mrs. Putnam lived and kept her daughters busy spinning 
flax to help supply the soldiers with sidrts. In this homely, 
noble scene. Burr was |>ertectly contented; and as aid to the 
gmornl employed in foilifying the city, he found the acliTo 
employment lio had desired, "My good old general," be 
was wont to style the soft-hearted, tough, indomitable wolf- 
killer. 

Of the minor events of Burr's life, none contributed more 

* Tba Eite of tbo old mawon is now the comer or Charttoo and Tariok 
■IreEEs. Twcatj jcon ago, a part or tliQ bouso wns s^ll stoadiiig, aud served 
M a low drinkltig oliop. TLo vicinitj, so Dicbanting; in Burr's da;, pretCDla 
kt tliti time a drear; Bccne or ehoibli; ungcntllity, aa passcagors bj tb« Sstb 
*.vetiae 'Ats have an opporlunitj of obeenioe. 
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to the odium which finally gathered round liis name tUan 
Ihis alii'iipt tlcpar'ure fiv>ra the nunily of Guneral \yasliingtoii. 
It often haiipen"", in the case of r.ien respecting whom the 
public verdict is, upon the wholo, no, nnjust, that many ofthu 
iptci^aliotia in the charge against them are unfounded. Good 
men, too, arc praised for more virtitua than they ])03scsg, ^OW-, 
notliing could have been more natural, or more pro|kcr, than 
Biirr'B discontent as a iiieniber of Washington's family. Ttio 
nature of the diitiL's that devolved upon the genorikl's aides dar- 
ing the wliole of the war, is well kuonn. Washington, with th« 
afiaii's of a continent upon his ahouldei-s, was bui-dened with a 
prodigious correspondence. The enemy noa the leait of his per- 
pleiilies. In managing and advising Congrens, in getting the 
army organized, in stirring up the zeal of the governors and 
legislatures of the States, in reconciling the perpetual disputea 
about rank, his time and mind were chiefly employed. Hia 
aides, no less than his secretary, were often confined to the 
desk more hours a day than bank olerks. Burr was the most 
active of human beings. He had just come from an expedi- 
tion which had tasked all his poweis, and given him the taate 
of glory. lie was in the midst of a scene ealculated to arouse 
the most sluggish, Staten Island was dotted all over with the 
tents of the enemy, and the bay was whitened with the sula 
of the most imposing fleet these shores had ever beheld. The 
patriot foice was strsuning every nerve to prepare the city for 
the expected landing of the enemy. Ogdcn, now lieutenant- 
colonel, with his regiment of Jei-aeymcn, was in active service, 
and told Burr he was going to do honor to their native St^te. 
The townspeople were in dreadful alarm. When the British 
saluted an arriving ship, or when a sloop ran past General 
Putnam's bntteties, caimonading as she went, women and 
nhiidi'en, as Washington himself recoi'ds, ran shiiyking into 
the streets, in terror of a bombai'dment. Kverywhere wer4 
seen the Nghts, and heard the sounds, that appal the citizen 
and animate the soldier. It was in such circumstances, that 
Bu.T, the electric Bun*, tiie born soldier, the most irrepresn- 
b'e of mortals, found himself sinking into the condition of a 
'■Jerk! The situation was intolerable to him; as tt was, after 
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ward to Hamilton,* who liked the post of Gei.eral Wasliing- 
toii'9 lud little better than BuiT did. 

Hamilton, however, learned, as he grew older, to value 
correctly the character of the oommaDder-iu-uhier, and the 
imrao as arable sen icea which his caution and perseverance had 
rcndei'ed to his country and to man. Burr never did. The 
prejudices against the gencr.al, imbibed during his short resi- 
dence with him at Richmond Hill, were strengthened by sub- 
sequent events into a settled dislike, which he carried with 
him through life. Ue thought George Washington was a baJ 
general, .lad au honest, weak man. He said he knew nothing 

• Hamilton, in a letter to Goncm! Schuyler, dated Fabniarjr I81I1, ITBl, 
gJTea tbo falloiring account oT lua break n'ilti Gcueml ^'nsliiugtaa .- " Two 
days ago, tho general and I pusacd eueii oilier od tlie stnira ; lio told mo ha 
vontsd to speak with me ; I answered tlmt I would v.idt upon liim immedl- 
ateL I went below and delivered Mr. Titghmna a lelter to be aent to the 
eoDiBuaaiu'}', containing an order of a pressing and interesting natiire. R^ 
tnniing to tho goacriU, I wna stopped ou the way by tho Marquis do la Pay- 
ette, mid we coaveraed (ogotbcr, about a miaute, on a matter of buaiaeas. 
He can testify bow impatient I was to get buck, and tliat 1 led lilm in a mati- 
aer which, but for our intimaey, would liaro been more Iban abrupt. In- 
Msnd of Undiag tlio general, us is usual, ia Ids room, I met liim at the head 
of tho stairs, wbere, accosting mo in an angiy voice, 'Colonel Hamilton,' 
nid be, 'yo-i bavo kept me waitiug at tbo head or the stairs thoso tea min- 
Olea; I must tell you, sir, you tre^t me with disrespect' I replied, witbonl 
petuiancy, bat wltli decision, ' lam not conscious of it, sir, but since you havp 
tboagbt it Deccssary to tell me to, we part.' ' Very well, sir,' said he, ' iT it 
bo your choice,' or something to tlint eOect, and we separated. I snceiely 
believo my absonco, wtiich gave so mucli umbrage, did not last two minutes. 
In less ttma nn hour alter, Mr. Tilglimsn dune to mo, in the general's namc^ 
nwuring me of liis coDfidencs in my ability, integri^, osefulneaai etc, and of 
his dcaire, in a candid conversation, to lieal a diQerecco which could not have 
happened but in a moment of passion. I requested Mr. Tilghmaa to tell him, 
Bnt, that i bwl tjiken my rcaoluUoii \a a muiDcr not to be revoked," etc, et& 
Hamilton proceeds to say that he bad long been discontented with the 
•iloation of aid, and had previously detcraiined that IT be ever did have a 
didbrenco with General Washington, it ehocld be flnaj. He then adds : 

The general is a very honeit man; his competitors have slender abilitiet 
and tees integrity. His popularity hoe often beoa essential to the tsTety of 
America, and ie still of great importance to it. These considerolions have 
laftieacod my past conduct respecting him, and will influence my futurt : I 
ll±ik It aeceteaty be should Iw supported." 
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of scientific waifaic, and could therefore give do instnictiua 
of any value lo a young soldier burning to excel in his ]jrofe»i 
■ion. Ha thought tho general was as fond of adulatioD na he 
was known to be sensitive to censure, and that no officer 
oould stnnd well with him who did not play the part of his 
worshiper. He could not bcnr near his pci-son, said Burr, a 
man of an independent hiibit of mind. Wash lug ton's want 
of book-culture, too, would nntuial!/ surprise a youth who 
was born and reared amid books, and who was, to the last, an 
eager reader. In a word, Biiir saw in this wise, illustiioua 
Cian, only the thritty planter, and iho country gcnlleman ; a 
good soldier enough in Indian warfare, but quite at fault in 
the presence of a civilized enemy. 

The general, on his pai-t, seems lo have conceived an ill im- 
pression of Burr, but not the serious distrust of ailer yeara, 
when Burr was his political opponent. Burr always asserted 
(hat it was not an amour, nor any thing of that nature, bat 
his independent manner of enforcing opinions, to which time 
added the eting of proved correctness, thai made Qenentl 
Washington his enemy. Burr, for example, was one of a 
considerable number of officers who thought that Kow York 
could not be held, and that to bnrn and abandon it was the 
best way to frusti-ato the British commander. No doubt ths 
old young-man expressed this opinion with a confidence to 
which his age and his dimensions gave him no apparent title. 
But, at twenty, " little Burr" had been a man for some years } 
al least in confidence in his own abilities. 

In one word, there was an antipathy between tho two men 
each Licking qualities which the other highly prized ; each 
viitues which by the other were not admired. 
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AID. DE. CAMP TO GENERAL PUTNiU. 



It was the fortune of Major Burr, wliilo sciTJng as aid to 
Ocneral Putnam, to save a fi'iglitcoed brigade, and to ^^'in > 
virgin bemt. 

During Uie di^^astrons days upon Long Island wbich pr* 
ceded the fiiraoHS retioat of the American army. General Put- 
nam was in command, and hia aid-de-camp was in the thick of 
events. To reach tlie scene uf action, and to begin an accu- 
rate survey of it, ivero aimuHaneous occurrences with that 
intflltgent young soldier. He rodo about the Amei'ican camp, 
and visited every post and oiit-poat. He informed himself ot 
the positions and strength of the enemy. He discovered that 
the American troops had as yet no idea of standing against 
the Biitish in open liglit ; that Bunker Hill was still tlicii' ideal 
of a battle, and breast-works iheir only reliance. His report 
to the general was unfiivornble in the extreme, nnd he was 
more decided than ever in the opinion that General Washing 
ton's true plan was, by retreating from the coaat, to draw the 
British army away from theii- »hips, which were an immensfl 
aiipport 10 tbem, both morally and other>viscL. He was utterly 
opposed In a general action, for the reason thai a large proi 
portion of the new troops, he was certain, would not stand 
more than one volley. When the American army crossed the 
East river, in the presence of the enemy, ho was engaged 
during the whole night on the Brooklyn side, wlierc hia eooU 
ness and activity made a lasting impression upon the mind of 
General McDoiigal, who superintended the embai'l;ation. lii 
later camjiaigus, Burr served under that general, who showed 
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how he valued Barr's soldierly qualities by the use he madi 

of thCDl. 

But it was on that eventful Sunday, September the 16th, 
n7G, when the British landed on Manhattan island, and the 
American army fled before them to Harlem, that Major Bur» 
most distinguished himself. He was in the roar of the retreat- 
mg troops ; as was also Captain Alexander Hamilton, with his 
company of New York artillery. Hamilton lost all his bag- 
gage and one gun that aflernoon, but conducted his men gal- 
lantly and safely away. As Major Burr, with two hoi*semen, 
was riding toward Richmond Hill, on his way to Harlem, he 
came upon a small sod-fort, called Bunker's Hill, nearly on tho 
line of what is now Grand-street. To his astonishment he 
found that a great part of an American brigade, left in the 
city by one of the numberless mistakes inevitable on such a 
day, had taken refuge in this structure. 

The British, it must be remembered, landed on the East 
river side of the island, nearly four miles above the Battery, 
with the intention to cut off the retreat of the Americana, and 
General Knox, who commanded this brigade, supi)oscd that 
the enemy were already masters of the island, and that escape 
by flight was impossible. Major Burr rode up to the fort and 
asked who commanded there. General Knox presenting him- 
self. Burr inquired what he was doing there, and why he did 
not retreat. The general replied that the enemy were already 
across the island, and that he meant to defend the fort. Burr 
ridiculed the idea of defending a place which was not bomb- 
proof, and which contained neither water nor provisions. With 
one howitzer, he exclaimed, the enemy will knock it to pieces 
in four hours. He maintained that there was no chance but 
retreat, and urged the general to lead out his men. Knox 
declared it would be madness to attempt it, and refused to 
stir. While this debate was waxing warm, the officers of the 
brigade gathered round, eager to hear what was said. To 
them Burr addressed himself with the vehemence demanded 
by the occasion. He told them that if they remained where 
they were they would all be prisoners before night, or hung 
ike dogs. He said it was better for half the corps to fal! 
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fighting its way through the enemy's lines, th.in for nil tw be 
taken and rot in a dungeon. Ho addt-J lliat he knew the 
roads of the idand perlectly, and would lend ihom safely to 
the main body of the army, if they would pbco ihcmselvea 
under his direction. The men agiood lo follow him, and they 
marched out, Burr riding in advance, on the side where an 
attack n-as to be feared, and retuinin;^ at inteivals to reassure 
the teirifiod troops. When they had gone two miles on iheir 
way, firing was suddenly heard at the right. Shouting to his 
men to follow him. Burr galloped directly to the spot whcnoe 
the Gring had issued, and soon discovered that it was a small 
advance-guard of the enemy, consisting of a single company, 
who, on seeing the Americans, fiicd and fled. Burr and his 
two horsemen rode firriously after them, and killed several of 
tlie fugitives. Galloping back, ho found the troops hod taken 
a wrong road, and were in sore trepidation. He guided them 
now through a wood, riding IVom front to rear, and from rear 
to front, encouraging them by his words, and still niorcbyhia 
cool, intrepid demeanor. With the loss of a few stragglers, 
for the march was of the swiftest, he led the brigade to the 
main body. He was ever atler regaided by those tioops aa 
their deliveier fiom Bi-itiah prison-ships. 

This brilliant feat of the young aid-dc-camp bceamc the talk 
of the array. Soon after, on the surrender of Fort Washing- 
ton, another brigade was, by a similar accident, left behind ; 
and of 2500 men that fell into the hands of the enemy, not 
800 survived the treatment they received as prisonei'S. Ap- 
nlauded by his comrades. Burr was not mentioned in the dia- 
untcbes of the commander-in-chief; which, then and always, 
he regarded as an intentional slight. 

For a sliort period after the retreat, ho was comparatively 
at leisure Among his letters, there is one wntlen at this 
time from Kingsbiidgc to Mra. Timothy Edwards, the aunl 
who had been to him all of a mother that any hut a mother 
cim be to a child. She had written to him in gi-eat alarm, on 
hearing of the abandonment of New York. His reply, so 
modest, so tenderly respectful, so sensible, would alone make 
it difficult to believe thai at tiiis time Aaron Burr was a l)ad 
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man, whatever be may afterward have become. He tells his 
aunt it had always been a thing conceded, that the sea-portp 
of America were at the discretion of the tyrant of Great Brit- 
ain ; and that it was a great gain for the American army to he 
in a position where, to attack them, the British must leave the 
immediate support of their ships. Besides, the loss of the 
city was rousing the country from lethargy ;• more effectual 
measures than ever were in contemplation to increase the 
army ; and a committee of Congress Avas then in camp to 
concert those measures with the commander-in-chief. " I do 
not intend by this, my dear aunt," he continues, " to deceive 
you into an opinion that every thing is already entirely 
secure ;" but " 1 hope, madam, you will continue, with your 
usual philosophy and resolution, prepared for the uncertain 
events of war, not anticipating improbable calamities." And 
as to the horrible stories in circulation about the barbarities of 
the Hessians, " most of them are incredible and false ; they are 
fonder of plunder than blood, and are more the engines than 
the authors of cruelty." And so he proceeds to calm the 
apprehensions of the good lady, writing her a letter which 
she would be proud to hand round the village, and which 
would encoura!j:e and stimulate the friends of the cause. His 
own exploits during the late battles and retreats he does not 
allude to. 

At Kingsbridge, about the date of this letter. Burr was en- 
gaged in an adventure little in harmony with the Avarlike 
scenes around him. 

The breaking out of the revolutionary war found a number 
of British officers domesticated among the colonists, and con- 
nected with them by marriage. In New York and the other 
garrisoned towns, officers of the army led society, as military 
men still do in every garrisoned town in the world. When 
hostilities began, and every man was ordered to his post, some 
of these officers left their families residing among the people ; 
and it happened, in a few instances, that the events of war 
carried a father far away from his wife and children, never 
to rejoin them. The future Scott of America will know 
how to make al) this very familiar to the American people 
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^ the romanlio and pathetic fiulions whiul} it will suggest 
to him. 

Mat'gai'ot MoncheRe, a girl of fourteen, but a woman in de- 
irelopment anil nppetite, witty, vivadoiis, piqiinnt and beniiti- 
fill, hii<i bt'pn lyll ai Elizabetlitown, in New Jersey, by hor 
fiitlicr, JMujov MoncriefFe, wlio was tben witii hia regiment on 
Stalun I^I:in<I, and of course nut otf from comrouuicalion with 
bix daughter. DcsiitutQ of rcsont'ue.s, and anxious to rejoin 
her fiillier, site wrote to General Putnam fur bis advice and 
BitnatDnce. General Putnam received her letter in New York 
ibout tile lime tbnt Major Bnrr joined btm, and Ills reply was 
prtpu'ed for liis signature by the liand of hia new aid-de-camp. 
Vbe good old general dednred in tins letter tbnt he was her 
fiitber'a enemy, indeed, as an officer, but as a mnu, his friend, 
and ready to r|o any good office for liim or hin. Ue invitui 
her to csoniG and reside in bis family until arrangementa oo^d 
be made for sending her to Staten Island. She consented, an 
officer was t>ent to conduct ber to the city, and slie waii at 
ODce ostablishud in General Putnam's house. Ttiere shci mot, 
and becmne intimiite with Major Burr. 

What followed from their intimaoy has been stated variously 
by those who have written of it. Mr. Davis more than in- 
dnuates, nay, moro than asserts that Miss MonciicSe was 
•oduced Iiy Buii', nud tliat to him is to be attributed her sub- 
seqnent eai-eer of sorrow and sbnme. In support of this accu- 
sation, bo quotes fiom ber autobiography, published all*r she 
had been the mistress of half a dozen of tlic notables of Lon- 
don, certain passages which, taken by themselves, do cc-rtainly 
corroborate the cimrgc. Great indeed was my aKonisliment 
on recurrini; In the woik itself (Menioii-s of Mi-s, Coglilnn) to 
find that her nan-ative, read in connection, not only aSbrds no 
Buppoit to Mr. Davis's insinuations, bnt explicitly, and twice, 
oonlradicts them. As a reply to Mr, Davis's garbled extracts, 
here follows the entire passage relating to ber connei-tion with 
die Amerium nrmy. It is kn }ivn and conceded tliat the young 
officer whom Hlie extols in sucb jias^^onale language, and whom 
she miscalls 'colonel,' was Major Burr. Thus writes Mr». 
Cogblan, tife MuaciicITu ; 
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" When I arrived in Broadway (a street so called), whtjre 
General Putnnm resided, I waa ruceived with great tender- 
ness, both by Mra. Putnam and lier daughters, and on the fol- 
lowing day I waa introdueed by them to General and Mrs. 
Washington, who likewise made it their study to show me 
every mark of regard j but I seldom was allowed to be alone, 
althongli sometimes, indeed, I found an opportunity to escape 
lo tbe gallery on the top of the house, where my chief delight 
was to view, with a telescope, our fleet and nrmy <m Staten 
Island, My amuaements were few ; the good Mrs. Putnam 
employed mo and her daughters constantly to spin flax for 
shirts for the Amencan soldiers; indolence, in America, being 
totally discouraged ; and I likewise woiked for General Put- 
nam, who, though not an nccomplislR'd muscadin, like our 
dilletanlis of St. James's-street, was certainly one of the best 
uharaotera in the world ; his heart being composed of those 
noble materials which equally command respect and admira- 
tion. 

" One day, after dinner, the Congress was the toast ; General 
Washington viewed me very attentively, and sarcastically 
said, 'Miss Moncrieffe, you don't drink your wine.' Embar- 
rassed by this reproof; I knew not how to act ; iit last, as if by 
a secret impulse, I addressed myself to the ' Ameriean Com- 
mander,' and taking the wine, I saiii, ' General Howe is the 
toast.' Vexed at my temerity, the whole company, especially 
General Washington, censured rae; when my good friend. 
General Putnam, aa usual, apologized, and asaured them I did 
not mean to offend, ' Besides,' replied he, ' every thing said 
or done by such a child ought rather to amuse than affront 
you.' General Washington, piqued at this observation, then 
said, 'Well, miss, I will overlook your indiscretion, on con- 
dition that you drink my health, or General Putnam's, the fii-st 
lime you dine at Sir William Howe's table, on the other «da 
of the water.' 

"These words conveyed to mo a flattering hope that I 
should once more see my father, and I promised General Wash- 
ington to do any thing which he desired, provided he would 
permit me to return to him. 
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*' Not long after tliis circumstance^ a flag of truce arrired 
from Staten IsIanO, nitti letters from Major Moncriefie, de- 
manding me, for they now considered me as a prisoner. 
Genei-Jil Washington would not acquiesce in tliia demand, say- 
ing ' tliat I should rutiiaiti a hostage for my father's good bo 
havior.' I must here observe, that when General Washing- 
t«ri refused to deliver me up, tlic noble-minded Putnam, as if 
it were by instinct, I. liil his liand on his sword, and, with avio- 
iec-t oath, sn-ore > that my father's request should be granted.' 
Tbo commnndov-in-chicC, whose influence governed the Cou- 
gites, soon prevailed on them to consider nio as a person whose 
situation required their strict attention ; and, that I might not 
escape, they ordered me to Kingibridge, where, in justice, 
I must sny, that I was treated with the utmost tenderness. 
General MilBiii there commanded. His lady was a most ac- 
complished, beautiful woman, a Quaker. And hcie my heart 
received its first impiession — an impression that, amid the sub- 
•equent shocks which it has received, has never been effaced, 
ud which rendered me very unfit to admit the embraces of 
M unfeeling, brutish husband. 

"O, may these pages one day meet the eye of him who 
subdued my virgin heart, whom the immutable, unerring laws 
of nature had pointed out for my husband, but whose sacred 
decree the barbarous customs of society fatally violated. To 
him I plighted my virgin vow, and I shall never cease to 
lament that obedience to a father left it incomplete. When 
I reflect on my past sufferings, now that, alas 1 my present sor- 
rows press heavily upon me, I can not I'cfrain from expatiating 
ft little on the inevitable horrors which ever attend the frus- 
tration of natural affections : I myself, who, unpilied by the 
world, have endured every calamity that human nature knows, 
am a melancholy example of this truth ; for if I know myoivn 
heart, it is far better calculated for the purer joya of domestic 
life, than for the hunicane of extravagance and dissipation in 
which I have been wrecked. 

" Why is the will of nature ao often perverted ? Wliy ia 

•ocial happiness for ever sacrificed at the altar of prejudice ? 

\ Avarice has usurped the throne of reason, and the oflectioDs 
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of tlie lieai't are not consulted. Wc can not cominand onrdt 
Biren, and when t1ie olijuul of ottr being is nnattnined, miflbry 
must be iicccssaiily our doom. Let tins triitli, tberefovc, b« 
for over remembered : wlien once an affection lins rooted llsctf 
lu a tender, constant licart, no time, no circiimstnntio can 
eradicate it. Unfortunate, then, are they who are joined, if 
their lieart« are not matched I 

" With this conqueror of niy soul, how happy shonld I now 
have been '. Wlint etornis and teiiipcsfs tihoul<I I have .ivoidi.>d 
(at le.ist I am picused to think so) if I liad boen allowed lu 
fijllow the bent of my inclinations! and li.ippier, O, ten thou* 
iand times happier should I have been with him, in the wildeat 
desert of our native country, the woods affoiding na our only 
shelter, and their fruits our only repast, than under the canopy 
of costly state, with all the refinements and embellish m en ta of 
oouils, with the royal warrior who wonld fain have proved 
himself the conqueror of France. 

"My conqneror was engaged in another cause, ho was am- 
bitious to obtain other laurels: he fought to liberate, not to 
enslave nations. He was a colonel in the Ameiican army, and 
high in the estimation of his country : his victories were never 
accompanied with one gloomy, relenting thought; tliey shone 
as bright as the cause which achieved them 1 I hud commuoi- 
cated by letter to General Putnani the proposals of this gen- 
tleman, with my determination to accept them, and I was em- 
barrassed by the answer wliich the general rctni'ned; he 
entreated me to remember that the pei-son in question, fram 
his political principles, was extremely obnoxious to my father, 
and conuluded by observing, ' that I surely must not nnita 
myself with a man who would not hesitate to dienuh his 
sword in the blood of my nearest relation, shnnld he bo op- 
posed to bim in battle.' Saying this, he lamented the neocs- 
sily of giving advice contrary to his own sentiments, since in 
every other respect he considered the match as imexccption- 
able. Nevertheless, Geneial Putnam, after this discovery, 
appeared. In all Ins visits to Kingsbridge, extremely reserved ■ 
his eyes were constantly fixed on me ; nor did he ever oea* 
to make me the object of his concern to Congress ; and, aft 
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farions applications, he sncceccled in obtaining lesve for m; 
depurturc ; wlitti, in order that I should go to Sutcn Island 
will) the rcspecl duo to my sex and fiiniily, tlio barge belong- 
ing to tlie Continental Congrusa was oidcrei!, witli twelve oars, 
Mid a general officer, togctlier with his Biitte, was dispatclied 
(o see mo safe across the bay of New York. T)ie day was no 
very tcmpcBtuoiis, that I tvns half dj'otrncd with ibe waves 
dashing against me. When we came within hail of the Sagle 
man-of-wai', wliich was Lord Howb's ship, a flag of truce was 
cent to meet us : the officer dispatched on this occasion was 
Ijieutcnant Brown. General Knox told him that be had or- 
dei's to see me safe to head-tjuartei'S. Lieutenant Brown re- 
plied, 'It was impossiblL', as no person from the enemy could 
Approach nearer the Eiiglisli fleet ;' but added, 'th;il ifl would 
place myself under his protection, lie certainly would attend 
mo thither.' I then entered the barge, and bidding an eternal 
fare\i-ell to my deai- American friends, turned My back o» 



" We fii-st roH-ed alongside the JSaffle, and Mr. Brown after- 
ward conveyed me to head-quaiters. When my name was 
onnouDced, the British commander-in-chief sent Colonel Sheriff 
(lately made a general, and who, during my father's life-time, 
was one of hh must parlluular friend''; although, alas I the 
endearing sentiment of fiiendship now seems extinct in hia 
breast, as far as the unhappy daughter is concerned) with an 
(Dvitation from Sir William Howe to dinner, which was neces- 
•arily accepted. When introduced, I can not desenbe Ibo 
Binolion I felt ; so sudden the transition in a few hours, that I 
was ready to tiink into cartli ! Judge the distress of a girl 
pot fourteen, obliged to encoimter tlie curious, inquisitive eyes 
of at least forty or fifty people who were at dinner with the 
general. Fatigued with their fastidious compliments, I could 
only bear the buzz among them, saying, 'She is a sweet gir], 
•lie is divinely handsome ;' although it was some relief to be 
placed at table next to the wife of Major Montresor, who 
bad known me from my infancy. Owing to this circumstance, 
I recovered a degree of contidence j but being unfortunately 
Mked, agreeably to military etiquette, for a toaat, I gave 
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' flcncral l*ulnam.' Colonel Sheiiff said, in a low voice, ' Yon 
must not give liim Iicie;' when Sir William Howe coinplai- 
santly replied, ' O ! by all means ; if lie be the lady's sueet 
lieai't, I can have no objection to diink bin henltb.' This , 
involved lue in a new dilerama; I wished myself r ihousantl 
mitts dislnut, and, to divert the attention of the company, I 
gave to ibo general a letter tbat I bad been commissioned ta 
deliver from General Putnam, of which ibe following ia t 
copy. (And here I consider myself bound to apologize foi 
the bad ppelling of ray most excellent republican friend. Th» 
bad orlbograpby was amply compensated by thu magnanirailj 
of tbe man who wrote it) ; 

'"Gfurafe Putnam's compliments to Major Monci'ieffe, hai 
made him a present of a fine danghter, if ho don't Uek her lie 
must nend her back again, and be will previdc ber with a good 
Ctaij/ husband.' 

" The substilation of Itoiff for vshiff hnsband, served as a 
fund of eoteitainment to the whole company." 

She proceeds to record tbe history of her marriage with 
Mr. Coghlan, who, she aays, drove her into the arms of s 
paramour by the brutality of bis conduct. She asserts that 
ahe had led a stiictly virtuous life until, after being forced 
into a marriage with a man she loathed, she was subjected by 
him to harsh and cruel treatment. The statements of a woman 
notoiious for ber vices can not, of course, be regarded as evi> 
donee; yet it seemed just to the memory of Burr for tbe 
reader to be informed that the story of ber seduction by him 
has no corroboration id her own narrative. The man has 
enough to answer for without having the ruin of this girl of 
fourteen laid to his charge. Her story, it must be admitted, 
is not very probable. Burr was, to a considerable extent, his 
general's general ; and if he had re.illy loved Miss Moncrieffa 
and she him, and each had desired marriage, I think that Gen- 
eral Putnam could have been easily dissiLided from making 
any serious opposition to it. 

Perhaps, if the young lady had knov/n who it was tbat 
caused her removal from the city, she might not have been so 
eamly captivated. According to a story told by the lata 
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Colonel W. L. Stone (author of the Life of Brant), it was no 
other than Burr himself. Before her arrival at General Put- 
nam's, it appears that Burr, though he was delighted with her 
wit and vivacity, conceived the idea that she might be a British 
spy ; and as he was looking over her shoulder one day, while 
she was painting a bouquet, the suspicion darted into his mind 
that she was using the " language of flowers" for the purpose 
of conveying intelligence to the enemy. He communicated 
his suspicion to General Washington, Avho thought it onl;^ 
prudent to remove her a few miles further inland, to the quar- 
ters of General Mifflin ; where, after the evacuation of the 
city, Burr met her again, and, as she says, won her virgin af> 
fections. Colonel Stone was very intimate with Burr in his 
latter years, and had long conversations with him about revo- 
lutionary times. He may have derived this pretty talo frou 
Burr himself. 
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Major Burk continued to serve as General Putnam's aid 
for ten montlis after the retreat from New York, and bore hia 
part in the toils and dangers of that dismal period. In tho 
spring of 1777 a new army was to be raised, but he had no 
hopes of a regimental appointment in it. In March, he wrote 
to his friend Ogden that he had not the least expectation of 
promotion either in the line or on the staff, but as he was 
"very happy in the esteem and entire coniidcnce of his good 
old general," he should be piqued at no neglect, unless partic- 
ularly pointed, or where silence would be want of spirit. It 
was true, he said, his equals and even inferiors in rank had 
left him ; and assurances from those in power he had had, un- 
asked, in abundance ; but of those he should never remind 
them. We were not to be the judges of our own meiit, and 
he was content to contribute his mite in any station. From 
this language we may infer that he thought himself an ill-used 
aid-de-camp. 

In July, 1777, while at Peekskill with General Putnam, he 
was notified by General Washington of his promotion to the 
rank of lieutenant-colonel. He was one of the youngest who 
held that rank in the revolutionary army, or who has ever 
held it in an army of the United States ; yet ho thought the 
promotion unjustly tardy. In his letter of acknowledgment 
to the commander-in-chief, he said he was truly sensible of the 
honor done him, and should be studious to comport himself ic 
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his now rank so as lo secure hia general's esteem ; yet lie waa 
Gonati'aiiicd to observe that tlie late date of his appoiiilnient 
subjected him to the comniand of some offi<jers who were hts 
juniors last campaign ; and he should like, with Biibmisston, to 
know whether it waa niiaconditct in him, or extraordinary 
merit in them, which had given them the preference. He 
wanted, he continued, to avoid equally the charauter of tur- 
bulent or passive, but as a decent regard to rank was proper 
and necessary, he hoped the concern ho felt was excusable in 
one who regarded his honor next to the welfare of his coun- 
try. The general's reply to this letter has not been preserved. 

With the rank of lie'.itcnant-eolonel. Burr soon found him- 
self the sole coramander of hia regiment, hia colonel not being 
a fighting man. 

Tg the strength of the patriot cause, every interest of the 
country had to contribute its quota; rich men, money; indu- 
ential men, weight and respectabLity ; efficient men, praotical 
help. Many were, therefore, appointed to high post* in the 
army because they were peraons of importance in civil life; 
they gave their names to the cause. Among the reasons 
which made Washington the most complete exemplification 
of " the ri'iht man for the riff/U jilace," that history cxliibits, 
one was that he was a great Virginia gentleman, who had 
vast plantation^, hundreds of slaves, a fine mansion, and rode 
about in a ohariot and six. " One of the finest foi tunes in 
Amciicn," John Adams exultingly exclaims, in racnlioning 
big acceptance of the command. And his exultation wa^ just; 
for suuli things have not merely a legitimate influence in hu- 
man affairs, Init the fact of such a fortune being freely ri»ked 
io the cause, showed the faith the owner had in its justice, 
importance, and chance of success. 

Colone! Malcolm, to whoso regiment Burr was appointed, 
had been a leading merchant of New York, and was a man 
of wealth and influential connections. At the time of Burr's 
appointment, the regiment, such as it was, lay on the Itaniapo, 
in Orange county, Nfw Jersey, whither he at once repaired, 
and found the colonel in command. Each surprised the 
other, Malcolm was amazed at the youthful appearance of 
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his second in commnnd, and bcgiin ta fvar that he ivoiild 1m 
continually getting liini and tho regiment into trouble. But 
ovc-r the Mdcuhn^ of thu wovl J nothing wna eawor thnn fbi 
Borr to gain a cotniilote nstondenr-y ; nnd, nceonlin^ly, a 
very few days snffitpd for the lienlonnnt-colorid to in!<pire 
his uhicf ivitli perfect eonfidentc in his abilities. Burr, on hie 
part, saw tlint Colonel Malcolm wna an nroinbic gentleman, 
and no Boldior. In a short time, the colonel removed with 
his iami!y twenty miles from where tho regiment lay, leaving 
Bnrr master of the eitnation ; saying, as bo depwteil, " You 
■hall have all the honor of disciplining and H^liliiig the regi- 
ment, while I will bo its thther." IIo was as good as his word. 
During the whole war he did not once lead ilie regiment into 
action, nor person/illy command it more tlmn Ibnr weeka^ 
From the day he joined to tho day ho ceased to be a soldier, 
Bnrr was, to all intents and puiposes, the regiment's chief 
officer. 

Enjoying now an independent command. Colonel Bnrr 
Bpranf to his duties with an ardor that soon produced sur- 
prising results. Tho rojjiment was in a condition that would 
have been ridicnious if the cause had been less serious, and the 
enemy more remote. The men, of whom there were about 
two hundi-cd and sixty, were of good material, but almost 
wholly uiiaeqnaiiitcd willi their doty; and of tlio officers an 
nnusnal number were young gentlemen of ttio city, membera 
of wealthy familien, cfTi'minate in cliaracter, and destitute of 
the faintest intimnlion of military knowledge. These were 
just the circumstances to call into exercise the strong and 
shining qunlilJes of Colonel Burr, He drew tight the reins of 
disoiplhie which Malcoltn had held with an easy hand. Severs 
drills and rigorouH itispeetiona took the place of formal ones. 
Discovering at a glnnce the hopeless inefficiency of many of 
the officers, one of his firet objects was to got rid of the worst 
of them. After some preliminary correspondence with Gen- 
eral Conway, nnd feeling his way in the regiment, Uo took the 
bold step of ordering several of the officers home, on the sim- 
ple ground of their otter uselessness. If any gentleman, h« 
told them, objected to bis dismLiaal, he. Colonel Durr, belli 
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birceclf pctBonnlly rcxponsible foi" the meaaur^, and was rendj 
to afioi'd ttny sntisihciion that might be demanded. 

He bad read liis men correctly. All of the dismissed sub- 
mitted to his decree wilhuut audible murmur, except one, who 
Wroto nn absurdly defiant reply to llio nutocrntio mlonet. 
Burr was as civil as nn orange to the offended youth, inform- 
ing him with elegant brevity, that on a certmii day, al a cei^ 
tain hour, he should bo at iho villnj;e nearest the young gen- 
tleman'M residence, where, at the tavern, he would wail any 
communication be miglit be pleased to send. To the minute. 
Colonel Burr was al the place. No one was there to meet 
him. After waiting awhile, he walked over to iho family resi- 
dence of the dismissed, where, indeed, he was well known, 
and had oflen been a guest. Tlie ladies of the family, of 
whom a large number were assembled, i-eceivod him witb 
oordiality aud distinction; the young officer, too, was er- 
tremely polite, and the party sat down to dinner as ihougli 
nothing had occurred. The colonel conversed with his u^nsl 
gayor.v and spiiit until the conclusion of the repast, when be 
Btruck terror to iho party by blandly rcqaesliiig the young 
man, whom the ladies called Noddy, to walk out with hiia 
They had not gone many steps from the house, before the Iw^ 
dies, in a body, came siirieking afler them. " O, Colonel Burr, 
what are you going to do with Neddy ?" cried one of ihem 
They protested thai he had meant no harm, and that ho would 
never write so any more. They would see to that if Colonel 
Burr would only forgive him. The colonel, amused at th« 
tnrn the affair had taken, replied, in his politest manner, that 
nothing was further from his desire than to linim the young 
gentleman ; ha would merely take occasion to advise him that 
when next he felt inclined to indite a swelling letter to a gen- 
tleman, he should submit the doctuuent to llm perusal of the 
ladies before sending it. With this admonition the colonel 
handed Neddy over to the ladies, bowed, and took leave. Burr 
UiCd to say that this, tncidenl gave no incorrect idea of the 
Btuff some of the regimental otlicei-s were made of at the b*^ 
ginning of the Revolution. 

Tivo months of incessant exertion on the i>art of thi ooL 
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onel broiisht the regiment to a tolei'able slate of discipline, anc" 
increased its effective force to over thrue hundred men. Burr 
was soon tliG idol of liia troops, for lie know hoiv to command 
them. Exacting the most prompt and implicit olicdicncc, he 
oomniandcd only what was right and noceasary, and waa 
prompt to notice and applaud good conduct. Not a blow wak 
given iu tjio regiment while he was at the liend of it, though, 
at that time, corporeal punishment wo-s a custom in the conti- 
nental army. Ho was a natural commander. Mi-n knetv by 
inatii.'t that he waa competent to direct tliem ; they followed 
eagerly where tliey saw him lead, and bore gladly what they 
■aw he never shrank from sharing with them. His eye was 
everywhere. The sick he cared for with the tenderness and 
conaiancy of a brother, ollen assisting them with his own 
hands, and odener with his purse. " His attention and care 
of thi> men," says a subaltern of tbc regiment, " were such aa 
I ncvet «aw, nor any thing approaching it, in any other officer, 
though I served imder many," Such was his vigilance, that 
BOme of his men thought liiui a kind of necromancer, or mi^;i- 
oian, who could see one sentinel Dod and another prowling 
about for plunder, when he was fast asleep in his bed. In ths 
fiourae of a campaign or two, Malcolm's regiment was one of 
the best disciplined in the army. 

Id Seplembei', in the midst of his drilling and recruiting, a 
rumor i-an through the neighborhood that the British, in great 
force, had marched out of New York, and weio laying waste 
the lower part.s of Orange county, and driving off the cattle 
Knd horses. The country |)cople were panic-stricken and made 
instant pi'eparationa for flight. The rumor proved true, and 
|fOsitivc intelligence soon reached Colonel Burr that the eu^ 
my, two thousand strong, were within thirty miles of him. 
To order out his whole force, to detail a amall guard for his 
camp, and to march toward the enemy with the re.st, was the 
work of the firat hour of the aftei'noon ; and before the sua 
•ct, he had reached Paramus, sixteen miles distant. On tha 
march ho was met by an express from General Putnam, advia 
tog him of the movements of the enemy, and recommending 
kim to retreat, with the public stores in his keeping, into ihl 
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moiintains, Obsei'ving tlint he ^vould never run awny fi'om 
an enemy lie had not seen, and that he would be answerabltj 
for the piiblic stores and for the troops, he pushed on toward 
ParamuB, with new energy. There he fonnd abody of niililia 
of the county, tliai Ijad ten dezvo used at Pararniis oa iho first 
Blarm, and were making confusion worse confounded by their 
ill-directed, fiantic exertions. Among their oilier feats, ihey 
had pulled down most of the fences of the neighboring f^rms 
with a vaoue idea, dear to the minds of militia, of making 
bi-east-works with which to stay the conqiieiing piogresa of 
the enemy. On Burr's arriv.tl, he look the command of those 
disorderly troops ; and tliougli, as one of them afterward said, 
he seemed but a boy, yel ns he alone appeared to know what 
he was about, they obeyed him willingly. His own men he 
posted in a strong jiosilion, and took the usual measures to 
gaard against surprise during the night. The militin, after 
fii-st directing them to repair the damage they bad done, he 
provided for in a similar manner. Then, selecting seventeen 
of his best men, he started, soon after dark, and marched with 
all the rapidity possible, and in perfect fiilence, toward the 
Bcene of the enemy's devastations. He was deteimined on 
seeing for himself what there was there to run away from. 

About ten o'clock in the evening, when within three mtlea 
of Hackensack, ho received certain informalion that iho most 
advanced of the enemy's pickets was one mile distant. His 
men, who had mai'clied thirty miles since leaving camp, were 
now extremely fatigued. He led tliein to a ivood near by, and 
ordered thera to lie down and keep perfectly silent until he 
should return. In a few minutes the it'hole iiaily were asleep 

Colonel Burr now wont forward alone to rcconnoiler. With 
the stealthy caution of an Indian, he glided toward tb« picket, 
and saw them at length, lying on the ground, guarded by two 
§entinels. He was near enough to overhear their walchword. 
He then made a wide detour, and aacert^ned that this pinket 
was BO far in advance of the main body as to be ont of heai^ 
ing. In making these observations, and thoroughly satisfying 
himself of their correctness, the greater part of the night 
passed, and before ho again reached his own party, it waa 
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wiU^iii' on bour of daybreak. He now quielly and quick); 
woke Ilia men, told them in a few decided worda tiiitt be wu 
going to attack the enemy's picket, ordered tliem to follow 
Bt n certnin distance, nnd fiirbade any man to cpeak, on pain 
of instant death. The little column pushed forward i-apidly. 
Bo accurately liad the colonel noted the locality, and calculated 
the poBitiona of the eelitineU, that he was able to luad bla 
men between those two unsuspecting individuals at the mo- 
ment when ihcy wavo faithest apai-t ; and he was almost upon 
tho sleeping picket beforo a man of it began to atii*. At the 
distance of len yards, Burr, who was a pace or two in ad- 
vance, was challenged by a Hcntinel, ivbom he instantly shot 
dead, and then gave the word for tho attack. With fixed 
biyonets his men rushed upon the drowsy foe, who were made 
prisoners before they were completely awake. One officer, a 
■ergeant, a coi'|)oi'al, and livcnty-auven piivates fell into their 
bands on this occasion. Only one of tho picket, beside the 
•entinel, made any resistance, and he was overpowered after 
he had received two bayonet wonnda. Ue attempted to inarob 
sway with bis comrades, but, after going a short distance, 
was compelled to lie down, exhausted and fainting li-oni lou 
of blood. 

" Go a little further, my good fellow," eaid Burr, " and we 
will get a surgeon for you." 

"Ah, sir," gasped the dying veteran, "all the doctors 
in Ameiica can do mo no service, for I am a dying man ; but 
it grieves mo sore to the heail to think I have served a\y ' 
liing upwai'd of twenty years, and at length must die witli a 
charged musket in my hand." 

In a few minutes, surrounded by friends and foes equally 
Kympalliizing, tho old soldier breathed his last. Of the attaok 
ing parly not a man received a scratch. 

Instantly Colonel Burr, with the instinct of a true soldier 
set abont tuiTiing this slight and easy viutory to the greatest 
possible advantage. He dispatched an express from the very 
•cone of his exploit to the main body of hla troops at Par» 
mus, ordering them to march toward him immediately, with 
•D the militia of the districL Id vaiious directions he di* 
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pntchol oiL'ssengcra to r&lly tlie country to Iiis siipport. The 
news of the niglit'9 advciiliire, maap'itiu'I '"to ti 8|iiendid vie- 
tory over the led coala, flew like llie ivinti, and ilispbocd lh« 
paTiiu ol'tlm dny l^croi'e by ils ntttiiiiil oonaL'qiii.*nce, an all-defy' 
ing i^oiiKiicnct!. At tli.it tinio llic pntriolit stood in Hiich nwe 
of tliu Bi'ilisii i-cgiilars itiat the nctnal killing of a few, and 
the pir.tdu of a few inoio as piUonci-s, wero events of n moat 
Inspiiing iintiii'c, calculated to call forth every niiisket of the 
neigliltoi'hood in which they occurred. Bt'forc night, Colonel 
BaiT found himself at the head of nn imposing foreo, with 
which he continued lo make such terrible duniunHlrations, that 
the enemy retreated- with precipitation, leaving betiind them 
the ealllo they had collected. All iiight Colonel Burr was again 
on the alert, arranging hid miecel Ian cons forces, and preparing 
lo maich on the morrow in pursuit, But in the morning, came 
|ierenipiory ordnm for his regiment lo join the main body of 
the army in Penngylva.nia, whera Washington was fighting 
hand to linnd tvith the British for tlie |>oss('s~iou of PhiladeU 
phij, with largo odds against him. For fm-ty-eight hours 
ho had not onec closed his eyes, nor scarcely sat down; 
yet nolhing bnt the an-ival of these oitlei-s could have held 
him bnck from an impetuous march after the flying enemy. 
For iifiy years the events of these exciting days and nights 
were nari'atcd in the coanty ; where, to the last, Colonel 
Burr had devoted friends. In the army the etoiy of his tak- 
ing off the |>ickct so neatly gave him new popularity. 

In all his busy career. Colonel Burr could scarcely ever have 
been more absorbed in his dntics than while thus drilling and 
fighting hi^ regiment in Or.inge cutinly, during the first weeks 
of his exercising indc|>endent command. Yel it was there and 
then ihnl ho formed nn auquaiotnncc with a lady wlio, if we 
inay believe a lover's language, first made him respect the in- 
tellcct of woman, and to whom he owed the happiest hoars 
the happiest yearn of his eitistcnoe. 

At Paramus, sixteen miles from where his regiment lay, 
there lived, in modest elegance, a family of the name of Pre- 
vost, a branch of a family distinguished in the society and in 
the annals of England. Colonel Pievost was with his regi- 
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menl in the West Indies, and at Pammua lived his wile, Thet. 
dosia PrevoBl, hor sister Miss Du Visnif, nnd iheir raotlier, 
Mrs. Da Visine, and tho two little sons of Culonel and Mrs 
Prevoat. The ladies were accomplislicd niiit intelligent; for 
B long time their house had been the center of the most ele. 
gaut society of the vicinity, and after the Itevoiutiun had be- 
gnu, ofliecrs of rank in tlio American army still visited them. 
By the striel law of the stale tiiey would have hcon comjiellcd 
to witlidrniv to the Bntish army, and sumo of the severer 
Whigs wialicd the law to be enforced in their case, as it had 
been in othei-s. Bnt those ladit;s, besides being beloved in 
the neighborhood, guarded their conduct with so raavh tact 
that DO very serious opposition was made to their residence 
within the Araoriean lines. The sudden death of Colonel Pro- 
vost in the West Indies gave thero at length the right to 
embrace either party in the great dispute. When Colonel 
Burr took the command in that part of the country, the Pre- 
vosts held their old poellion, and tlieir house was a favoiite 
resort of the American officers. It is not unlikely that his no 
qaaintancc with the family began on that night of terror when 
the Britisii tliieatcned to lay waste the country, and tbe 
American militia attacked the farm fences. If so, the young 
soldier iitusl liave presented himself to the ladies in the char- 
acter that ladies love, that of a hero and protector ; a protec- 
tor from the ravages of troops who were there for the express 
purpose of plundering and destroying. Be that as it may,'it 
is certain that about this time Mrs. Provost and Colonel Burr 
oonceivcd for eaeh ethei- a regard ^vhich rapidly warmed into 
an ardent passion. 

But tliero was no time for dalliance now ; he at once began 
bis inarch across New Jersey, using all his usual vigilaiiflo 
to avoid the enemy, who were known to be in motion, but 
for what object was unceitain. In November, 1 777, he joined 
the main army, twenty miles above Philadelphia, and after 
holding a position in advance for some weeks, went into winter 
quarters, with the rest of the troops, at Valley Forge. 

There, ns clsewlicre. Ids relations with the commi:nder4n 
thief were unfortunate. He planned an expedition against thi 
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Brilisli posts ou Stnten lalant], the locnlities nnd iuliabitatits 
of wlilch had been fitmilinr to iiim from diildhood. He pro- 
posed tliQ sohenie to General Washington, and asked for two 
hundred men of his own regiment us a nucleus, relying on his 
ability to rni»o the couiitiy \a cnso he slioiild appear there 
with a rcspGctable body of troops. General Washington re- 
jected tliu proposal ; and '\vlieii, al'terward, lie acted upon tha 
idea, yinvo tlie command of the expedition to Lord Stirling, 
andor ivlioin it pro\'cd tt fniiiire. There, loo, na elsewhere, 
Colonel Burr contrired to distinguish liimself in eircum stances 
that gave no piomise of an opportunity. Tiie American army 
bod gone into winter quarters afler a sacoessiun of discom- 
fitures ; and being Rtill in the neigliborliood of a powerful en- 
emy, and far less able to cope with him tlian before, they were 
discouraged and ueruout. Ten miles from tiie town of hovels 
in which the miun body cowered, shivered and starved during 
that dreadful winter, there was n pass called the Gulti from 
which the alarm was to be expected if the British army should 
roonncu an attaolc. A sti-ong body of militia was stationed 
there to defend the pass and to watch the movements of tlio 
enemy. These militia fancied they heard the tramp of British 
columns in eveiy nocturnal noiae, and were continually send- 
ing false alarms to head-quart ei's, whicli obliged the general tc 
get tlie troops under arms, and, frequently, to keep them on 
the alert during the whole night. These alarms, it was soon 
found, arose from tho want of a proper system of observation, 
and from a general looseness of discipline in the corps. In 
these circumstances, General McDougal, who well knew the 
quality of Colonel Burr as a soldier, recommended General 
Washington to willidiaw fiom tho guard at tho Gulf all 
officers superior in rank to Burr, and give him tho command 
of the post. It was done. 

On taking the command. Colonel Burr proceeded at once to 
pntin force a system of tho most rigorous discipline. He was 
ubiquitous as usual ; viiuling the most remote sentinels pre- 
cisely at tlie moment when he was least expected, and when hia 
presence was least agreeable. The daily drills were severe 
lad regular; bis detection of offenders magical and relentleai. 
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To militiamen, who had been acctistomed, while in wintci 
qnai'tei-8, to lead lives of i>errect idk-ncss, to loavo cninp and 
return to it nlmost at their pica:tiirc, nnd to regard nil person! 
possessing property cnloulated to solace tlie tediimi of a sol- 
dier's winter, in tlie light of Tories, whom it wiis paiiinli^rn to 
plunder, Colonul Burr's system was iiisupportiiblf. The bet- 
ter clasa of the troops saw that this imneciistompd rigor \ra« 
necessary ; but a niajoi ity were exceedingly di«:ou tented, and 
finally resolved, at any eost, tn rid themselves of tlieir com- 
mander. Burr was informed of their intention, and of the time 
when he was to receive his qnietus, Thnt evening, bedire or- 
dering out the detachment, he caused every eaiiridgo to bo 
withdrawn from the muskets, and provided himself with a 
wctl- sharpened sword, It was a bright, moonlight evening, and 
as be marched along the line he looked the lingl end el's in ths 
(ace, keenly watching for the first otfensive movement. At 
length a man stepped from the ranks, leveled his musket at 
him, and cried out, " Now is your time, my boys." With a 
qnickness and self-possession peculiarly his own, Culoncl Burr 
raised his sword and struck the aim of the mulinoer above the 
elbow, breaking the bone, and leaving the limb hanging by 
little more than the skin. 

" Take your place in the line, sir," said the colonel, qmetly. 

The man obeyed. In a few minutes the corps was dismissed; 
the man went to bed ; the amputatioti of the arm was com 
pleted by the snrgeon; and no more was henrdof ihcmntiny. 
While Colonel Burr commanded at that )iost, the army slept 
in their hnl.s midisturbed. There wa.'< not one fdpc .".larm. 

It was dniing this winter that the popularity of General 
Gates, and the discontents of some officei-s nearer tiie person 
of General Washington, gave rise to the well-known cabal to 
supplant the commander in-chief. During the previous autumn, 
irhilo Washington had lost Philadelphia, and experienced lit 
tie but disaster, the fortune of war, rather than his own gene 
ralsliip, had given Gates the glory of Bnrgoyne's suiiendcr 
an event which electrified the world, and raised General Gatei 
to a popularity dispro portioned to his merits. Colonel Bur* 
was ton }oung an officer to take a leading pari in the move 



SB COHMAMCa . 



UEUIUKNT. 10] 

menta oi^nst Oeneral Washington ; but it appears to hare hail 
his Byjupalhy. His dislike to tlie geneinl was rooted ; and tUo 
geneial, though he trusted and vahied Colonel Bnir as an 
(^tu>'-, is mid, even ut this time, to liave distrusted him as a 
man. 

With the commencement of active operations in tbenpring 
thesQ intrigues censed; and the inurmnrs agtunat the corn- 
man dei--tii-uh ief were soon drowned in the applause whiuh re- 
warded his partial success at the battle of Monicoiith. In ibat 
Ktton Colonel Burr commanded, in the absence of his scniorx, 
one of the brigades of Lord Stiiling'a division, the brigade 
consisting of his own regiment, and parts of two othei's. Oa 
this occasion, his activity and vigilance, his long-cuntinaed en- 
orlioDs during three of the hottest days and nights of summer, 
came near proving fatal to him. All thi'ougb the sultry night 
that preceded the battle, he was on tlic alert, surveying tbo 
ground and preparing for the tight. 

From before the dawn of the eventful day until late in tha 
evcuing, bis men were under arms, either engaged or waiting 
orders, exposed to a sun so powerful as to be only less fatal 
than the enemy's fire. Toward noon, while Stirling was thun- 
dering away with his artillery at the enemy. Colonel Bun 
pcroeived a detachment of the British issuing opi)osite bim 
from the wood whieh hemmed in the small marshy plain in 
which the battle was fought. Before him was a moiass over 
which a bridge bad been thrown to the solid ground beyond. 
£ager for a share in the glory of the day, he instantly gave 
the word for liis brigade to cross this bridge, and march to- 
ward the approaching enemy. When about half bis force had 
orosied, and were within the enemy's fire, one of Oeneral 
Wasliington'a aids galloped up to Colonel Burr and ordered 
him to halt bis men, and hold them where tlioy were until fur- 
ther ardei-8. Burr remonstrated vehemently. Ho said it was 
madness to halt with his force so divided that it could not be 
formed, and though witliia range of the enemy's artillery 
Dould make no effectual resistauoe. The aid'dc-camp replied 
Ibat the order was peremptory and must bo obeyed, then 
a position most distressing. 
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The cannon-balls soon began to roar above tlie heads of t.U 
men, and to strike n-ith thieatening proximity. Soon Colonel 
Burr saw biare men begin to fail about him, in consequence, 
as lie thotigiit, of blundering generalship; and his foelings 
toward tlie commander-in-chief were deejily embittered. In 
a few minutes Colonel Dummer, second in comand to Burr, 
van killed ; and, soon atler, at a moment n'hcn Colonel Burr 
had by clianco thrown liis leg forward, a ball stvnek his horse 
on the saddle-girth, killed the animal instantly, and tumbled 
hia rider headlong on the ground. Burr was np again in a 
moment aniiijnred. As no lunher orders arrived, the men who 
had crossed the bridge rejoined their comrades; and what 
their commander bad fondly hoped wonid have been a gloiious 
and auccessful charge resulted in confusion, demoralization, 
and loss. Smarting under this disappointment, it is not aur- 
priung that Burr should have warmly taken the side of Gen- 
eral Lee in the contest which ensued between that olliccr and 
General Washington. It was in a letter to Buit that Lee 
made the remark frequently quoted, that he was going to 
resign his commission, retire to Virginia, and learn to hoe 
tobacco, " which I find," said thii irate and sarcastic general, 
" is the best school to form a consummate general." 

It was late in the night afler the battle, before Colonel Burr 
threw himself upon the ground to sleep, What with the heat, 
and with bis labors, which had been unremitted for forty hours, 
he was completely exhausted, and be sank into so profound a 
■leep that be had lain for some hours in the morning sun be- 
fore he awoke. The effect of this exjiosure was extremely 
injurious. On getting np be could scarcely walk, eo stiffened 
were bis limbs; and in tlie couree of the day worse symptoms 
appeared. Ilia constitution did not recover from the effects 
of those days and nighta at Monmouth for more than fivo 
years, the disease having finally taken the form of chronic 
diarrhea, Jrom which hia abstemiousness in diet at length, but 
very gradually, relieved bim. During the rest of the Mon* 
mouth campaign, it was with difGoi !ty and pain that he per- 
formed the duties of his command. 

Immediately after the battle, be was dispatched by Qpnerft 
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Waaliington to move about in the vicinity of New Toik, to 
prociii'o information respecting the motions and intentions of 
the enemy ; whioli Intlci' it was of tlie first impoilniice to as- 
certain. He was desired "to send one, two, or three trusty 
persons ovei- to the city to get the reports, the newspapei's, 
and tlic triit/i, if they can," and " to employ three, four or 
more persons lo go to Bergen Heights, Weeliawk, lloebuck, 
or any other heights tlieieaboul, convenient to observe the 
nioliuna of the enemy's shipping." This eommission he exe- 
cuted to the satisfiiclion of General Washington, and, return 
ing after an absence of some weeks to tlie main imdy, was 
ordered to march with his legimeut to West Point, " with all 
convenient dispatch, marching ten miles a day, as water and 
ground will permit." The regiment, howevei-, marched with- 
out its commanding officer, as he was selected by General 
Washington to perform the delicate dnty of conducting cer- 
tain inflm-iitidi Tories within the British lines. That done, ho 
proceeded to West Point, his health being then completely 
bro!»:n. 

Finding himself in the autumn quite unfit for duty, ho took 
a short leave, and spent a few weeks at his old liome in Eliza- 
bethtnwn, greatly to the improvement of his health. Assured 
ibut nothing but some months of repose would place him be- 
yond tlie danger of relai>se, he applied lo General Washing- 
ton for leave " lo retire from pay and dnty" till the next cam- 
paign. " My anxiety to be oat of pay," said he, " anses in no 
measure fiom iniention or wish to avoid any requisite service. 
But too great a regard to malicious surmises, and a delicncj 
perhaps censurable, might otherwise hurry mo unnecessarily 
into service, to the prejudice of my health, and without any 
advantage to the pnhlic," Genera! Washington replied that 
this was carrying delicacy a littlo loo far ; it was not custom 
ary, and it would be unjust ; and, therefore, while he had the 
leave asked for, his pay would be continued. Upon the re^ 
teipt of the general's reply, Colonel Burr repaired forthwith 
to West Point, being unwilling to accept a furloagh unless his 
nay was intermitted. 

Dating part of the winter he was the officer in command ol 
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that important post. He was now twenty-three years old, but 
the youthfulness of his appearance still gave rise to ludicrooa 
incidents. One day, while he was at West Point, a farmer 
came to the works, and asked to see Colonel Burr. An or- 
derly sergeant conducted him to the apartment where Colonel 
Burr was. 

** Sir," said the farmer, " I wish to see Colonel Burr, as 1 
have something to say to him." 

" You may proceed," was the reply, " I am Colonel Burr." 

The countryman looked incredulous, and said, ^^ I suppose 
yon are Colonel Burr's «on." 

The sentinel at the door overheard this colloquy, and Burr 
thus acquired the nickname in the regiment of Colonel jBttrr^i 
•on. 
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CHAPTER VIU. 

THE WESTCHESTER LINES. 

OORMTIOIf or TltT. COCXTRT BKTORR COLOXEL BcilR TOOK TUB ComiAXO— StTPrKM^ 

n rLuxDKRixG — Hn Habits as a Soldirr — Drstrots tiir Bl.>ck Fort-> 
LovR ADVKxxrRK BV NiuiiT — Ursigxs Ills CoMMissiox — Tkstimoky or Tm 
Mkx whom iir Commaxdrd — Anrcdotks — IxTEBviEw WITH Mrs. Arnold at 
Pakamus— ErFKcn or tiib War urox nis Cuaractxb and Fortvkk. 

In January, 1779, Colonel Burr was appointed to a post of 
greater importance and difficulty than any he had previously 
held, and one in which he acquired his greatest distinction as 
a soldier. Ho was placed in command of the " lines" in West 
Chester county, New York, a region lying between the posts of 
the British at Kingsbridge, and those of the Americans fifteen 
or twenty miles above them. 

This district of country, from the day the British were raa»- 
ters of the city of New York, was more exposed to the worst 
ravages of war than any other portion of the United States 
A gentleman who lived in it during the fii*st $vo years of the 
contest, says that the county was ^^ a scene of the deepest dis- 
tress. Fiom the Croton to Kingsbridge every species of rap- 
ine and lawless violence prevailed. No man went to his bed 
but under the apprehension of having his house plundered or 
burned, and himself or family massacred before morning. Some, 
under the character of Whigs, plundered the Tories ; while 
others, of the latter description, plundered the Whigs. Par- 
ties of marauders, assuming either character or none, a8 
suited their convenience, indiscriminately assailed both Whigs 
and Tories. So little vigilance was used on our part, that em- 
issaries and spies of the enemy passed and repassed without in- 
terruption." What added to the evil was, that the lower part 
of the county contained a large number of houses of consider- 
able pretension, the residences of wealthy £irmei*8 or wealthiei 
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dtizens. The region was one to reward enterpriong ma- 
rauders. 

Colonel Burr entered upon the command of the " lines'* 
on the 13th of January ; his head-quarters being at White 
Plains, twenty-seven miles above the city. His line of posts 
xtended from the Hudson to the Sound, fourteen miles 
White Plains being midway between the two waters. His 
great objects were to prevent unlicensed communication with 
the enemy, to keep their spies from reaching the upper coun- 
try, and to put a stop to the scenes of robbery and bloodshed 
for which the region was notorious. 

The very morning on which he assumed the command, an 
occurrence took place which let him into the ^cret of the 
disorders. On his arrival in camp, a few days before, he had 
discovered that of all the duties devolving on the force about 
to be under his command, the one most in favor with officers 
and with privates, with regulars and with militia, was scout- 
ing / and that an expedition of the kind was then on foot, to 
be led by Colonel Littlefield, Burr's predecessor. Not wish- 
ing to begin his reign with an ungracious act of authority, he 
did not countermand the proposed excursion, though its advis- 
ableness was by no means apparent to hira. On the contrary, 
he thought it ill-advised, and unnecessary. Nevertheless, on 
the very evening before he entered formally upon the duties 
of the station, Colonel Littlefield, with his scouting party of 
one hundred and fifty men, set out from White Plains, with 
the ostensible object of watching the enemy's movements in 
the neighborhood of New Rochelle. Colonel Burr was most 
strenuous in urging Littlefield to respect the property of 
friend and foe. The party were gone all night. In the mom- 
ing, to the equal astonishment and disgust of Colonel Burr, 
the troops came straggling in loaded with plunder, and lead- 
ing horses with mountains of bedding, blankets, and clothing 
on their backs. Officers and men seemed equally concerned 
in the robberies. Before the party had been in an hour, 
farmers from New Rochelle came into camp complaining 
piteously of the plunder of their houses and stables, asserting 
their friendliness to the patnotic cause, and imploring Colonek 
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Burr to vestoro ihcir pi-operty. " Sir," mote that officer id 
hiB iiporl to Goiiei-nl SIcDougal, "tiil now, I dcvci" wished 
for arbitrary power ; I could gibbet half a dozen good Whigs 
Willi all the venom of an inveternto Tory !" 

Colonel Burr's resolution was instantly taken. The plunder, 
as it came in, was deposited by the plunderers In a certain 
pot, to await an equUabU diviaion among tlio zealous party. 
Burr seized the whole of it, and proceeded immediately ID 
take measmes for its restoiation. He took so decided a stand 
on the occaaioD, and made it so evident that he was in earnest, 
and that he was a man to be obeyed, that thia afTuir, appa- 
rently in auspicious, was the beginning of a new order of things 
in the WeatcUester lines. For the time, however, bo w&s 
utterly disgusted; particuhiriy when he found that tlie offi- 
cers, nearly to a man, secretly or openly favored the system 
of plunder. "Truly an oniinouB coramincement," ho wrote 
to his general. "/« (Ais the promiaed prolecCionf 1 read in 
the face of every child I pass ; for the wbole honor of the ex- 
pedition redounds to me, I now perceiv"," be addi^d, " from 
whence arose the ardor for scouting." The old general ap- 
proved his conduct, but advised him to deal tenderly with the 
plnndcrcrs, " as tliey are brave, and ate very sore by the plun- 
dering of the Toiies," 

Burr began that very day to set on foot a new system. He 
rode to evei'y post before night set in, and announced his de- 
termination to protect all the peaceable iidiabitants of the 
county, whether Whig or Tory, and to punbh all marauders 
with the utmost severity of military law. Any ofhcer who so 
much as connived at robbery he would send up to the general's 
quni-ters with a file of men, the hour the crime was discovered. 
He began, unmediately, to make out a list of all the inhabit- 
ants of the district, and divided them iuto classes, Tories, 
Whigs, timid Whigs, spies, hc/se-thievca, and others, designat- 
ing each by certain secret marks opposite his name. He also 
made the outline of a map, on which, as his knowledge of the 
oountry increased, he marked the roads, swamps, creoke, woods, 
hiding places and by-paths, whirh might be made available 
by disafiected persons in escaping pursuit, or evading ob- 
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nei'%'alion. IIg orgniiizcd llie respectanle young men of ihc 
county into a corps of liorscmcn, to scivo without pay, and on 
apcciul servicos when aiiinmoncil, .ind in trniiNinitling inteIU> 
geuce. So complete nnd ctHi^icnt a system of videltps, patroK 
md signals wiu established, that notliin^ of the slightust im- 
porUmce could lake place in any part of the co^nity without 
immediate information of it Iteing dispatched to liead-qnartePB. 
To prevent the intrusion of tile enemy's epics, who hud &&■ 
qnently come to liead-quaitcra on I'rivolons pretexts, lie would 
not allow any one who lived holow his lino of posts to pa«S 
tlicm, bnt appointed a few welt-known porson.i to receive their 
oominunicalions and comphiints, and ibrwavd them to head- 
quarters. Another advantage of tliia regiilatien was, that it 
diminished thy niinibor of vexations applications for redress, of 
slight or imaginary grievances, with which previous command- 
ers had been beset. 

Colonel Bnrr soon had an opportunity of showing tho 
troops and the people that he would be ax strict in entoreing 
his rejinlalions as ho was ingenious in devising thcin. A few 
days after the affair of the scoutera, tho liouse of one Gednoy 
was robbed by night, and the family insulted and alarmed. 
The next moniing, a son of Gedney, disregarding ■ the rule 
that no one from below might go direct to hcad-qnarters, made 
hia way, by secret pntlis, to Colonel Burr, and laid before him 
his complaint. Burr's first act was to order the young man 
into coiiBncment for breaking tho rule ; which done, he bent 
all his euergics and all the resources of his system to the de- 
tection of the plunderers. He rode over to the phmdered 
honse, where he leanied that the maraudei-s, having worn 
disguises, had not been rcuognizcd by Gedney or his family. 
By wliat means ho detected them was unknown ; but beforw 
twenty-four hours li.id elapsed, every man of the party bad 
been securod, and a great part of the stolen property reoov 
erod. Upon refciriug to his legister, Colonel Bmr found that 
Gedney was a Toiy ; but ho was known to Iiavc taken no active 
part against the patriots ; and Burr had promised that all snoh 
should be protected, tie thorefoi'o catiaed the i-obbers to be 
di-awQ up in presence of the troops, laden with their booty. 
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and then had them cotidiictcd by a company of sbldicra to 
Gciincy's lious?. Tlieie, lie required them, fiist, to restore 
ibc stolen goods ; next, to pay in money foi- siiuli ns had been 
tost or diimngcd ; thirdly, lie compelled each mnn to present 
Oedney with a sum of money, ns n compensntion (or his fright 
and loss of time ; fourthly, he had each robber tied up and 
flogged ten Inshos ; lastly, ho made citch of them ask pardon 
of the old man, and promise good behavior in future. All 
these things weie done with the utmost deliberation and et 
actDoss, and the eflects produced by them were magical. Not 
Another house was phiiidered, not another iiimily was alarmed, 
while Colonel Burr commanded in the Westchester lines. The 
mystery and swiflness of the detection, the rigor .and liiiriiess 
with which the niarnudci-s were treated, overawed the men 
whom three campaigns of lawless warfare had corrupted, and 
restored confidence to the people who had i>assed their Uvea 
in terror. 

Ttiat Colonel Burr was a wizard or necromancer, and could 
tell n lliief by looking into his face, was the firm belief of a 
large number of his men ; an opinion which received frequent 
uonfirmation from the remarkable talent be possessed for hold- 
ing his tongue till the moment arrived for speaking. Among 
other incidents, the following was adduced ns a proof of his 
■npernntiu'al powers. On the day of his arrival in camp, be- 
fore he had assumed the command, and before he had estab- 
lished any means of procuring intelligence, be visited all the 
posLH, and took n wide survey of the country. On bis return, 
he said to a lieutenant whom he knew, " Drake, that post on 
the North river will be attacked before morning; neither 
offieei-s nor men know any tliing.of their duty; you must go 
and take cf.arge of it ; keep your eyes open, or you will have 
your ibroat cut." Lieutenant Drake went, and the event pi-ovod 
M Burr hud predicted. The fort tras attacked that night by 
a com|>any of horse, whom Drake repulsed, with loss to them 
and honor to himself. When be returned next morning tc 
bead-quarters, bearing with him the trophies of war, and told 
bis story to his coiniadcs, every one wondcringly asked, hoH 
oould Burr know tfuit t 
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Tho iiabits of the man, too, were the theme of ndt.iiration 
among tho troo]>B, His diet was simple aud spare in iho ex- 
treme ; he slept as lightly aa a haro, and a wonderfully short 
time. He would throw himself upon n ooiich of hnffiilo skins, 
«ll nccoiit^rcd as lio was, sometimes without even taking off hit 
boots, nnd after slccpin}r an honr or two, v-ould spring up, 
perfectly iiwako in a moment, nnd, calling tit-i, -ir three of hie 
trusty liorsemet), mount and ride fi-om post to post, \-iHiing 
every gutird and sentinel of his command, and returning at 
daylight to snatch another hour of sleep. During tho whole 
of that winter, with the exception of two nights, when he was 
vtri/ differently employed, he rode from sixteen to twenty* 
lour miles every night, between roidniglit and daylight, uhang- 
mg his route continually, so that he was always expected at 
til points ; and if at any time he was less expceted than at any 
Other, t/ieli, of all other timcii, he was sure to present himself. 
He thus at evei-y station exerted the spell of his personal prea- 
■nce, and every man acted as under tUc eye of his uommander. 
While requiring fiom officcis and men an amount of doty and 
kn exact ubedienee to which they had never before been ao. 
customed, he was not less particular in attending to their 
health, comfort, and ploasuic. Their clothing, food, lodgings, 
And medicines, were objects of his thoughtful care, and be 
even contrived games for the amusement of the men when ofi 

Men treated justly, and commanded ably, nevei' behave in 
Any but one way, and that is gloriously well. The troops 
onder command of Colonel Burr did so. They caught hti 
spirit, and seconded his cndenvoi's with enthusiasm. During 
the tirst weeks of his command, there were several contests 
with gangs of liorse-tluevea and other robbei-s, in which tlio 
troops fought with Burr's own intrepidity. Once, in that 
winter. Governor Tryon came out of New York with two 
thousand men for tho purpose of driving off cattle, and of 
destroying certain salt-works in Westchester county, on tht 
shore of Long Island Sound, Burr received instant informa- 
tion of this formidable movement, and sent word to Genera 
Tutnam, >rho was tb^n nearer the enemy than himself, that it 
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ha wonltl keen them at bay for a few hours, he n'oiild hinisetf 
fall upon their rear and give a good account of tliem. Burt 
act out iiiimcdrntely with nil his force, regidnr and irregular, 
and marched towaid the Sound, On the nay ho received from 
QcDcral Putnam tho infovmotton that Tryon had turned oflF 
toward Conneoticiit ; which induced Colonel Burr to change 
ihc direction of his mariih. A fciv lioiiia later, he learned 
that tbia iiiforninlion was erroneous, when be again altered 
hie courae, and inarched ivlth such rapidity that he got within 
cannon-shot of Governor Tryon'g rear before nigbt. Tlie 
British, noiv tboronglily frightened, made off with such nelcr- 
ity as to escape Bun's exhausted force, leaving all theip cattle 
and plunder behind them, and a large number of stragglers. 

Soon afler tbis affair, the British erected a block tort in the 
lower part of the county, which Colonel Burr resotvud to 
destroy. Tills fort was in tlio enemy's country, witliin a few 
miles of a post whoi'c some thousands of the Biitish troops 
were quartered ; and it was therefore necesMiry to effect it§ 
desti-uction with little noise, and with great dispatch. Ac- 
cording to his custom, Colonel Burr began by personally and 
thoroughly inspecting the edifice, and the country adjacent ; 
noting acouiately the dislanccs, and mcasuiing with his eye the 
height of the poi-t-lioles. Hand-grenades, rolls of port-fire, 
cantcuns filled with inflammable material, and short laddci-s, 
were next provided ; and a nunibcv of men, volunteei's, were 
caref'illy instructed in the use of those agents of dustrnction. 
Forty volunteers were to form tho party of attack, twenty of 
whom carried the inflammables and the ladders. Early in the 
evening tho expedition left camp, and reached a place one mile 
from tho fort about two o'clock in the morning. Hero the 
party halted. Colonel Burr now disposed of his men so as to 
out off the escape of the garrison, and ordered Captain Blacky 
with the parly of volunteers, to advance ^lently and swiftly 
to the fort, disregarding the challenge of the sentinels, to 
place the ladders, ind throw into each port-bole a mass of the 
combustibles with a slow match attached. The plan succeedecl 
to adniivation. Before the garrison was awake, the fort wai 
m fire pa^t exdnguishmg. Hand-grenades were then throwr 
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bito tlie upper port-holcg, which drove the troops bcloiv. In 
K very few minulcs they were glad cnoiigU to esuapc from the 
bamiiig honse and siurender. The foit was completely de- 
stroyed, and Colonel Biut readied eamp poon after dnybreak, 
with a long file of prisoners, and without the loss of a single 
man of his own party. The success of this little cnlcrpiiac^ 
■nd its a-id.icit]-, gave new ecliit to the name of the officer 
who planned it. 

Colonel Bun's night rides liavo been mentioned above, and 
an allusion made to the fact that on (loo nights of the wintei 
be was otherwise engaged, Tlie story of his adventures on 
those nights ho used to tell with peculiar pleasure, and it is 
snrpi'Lting that bo singular a nariative should not have been 
given to the public by some of the collectors of revolutionary 
incidents. The tale strikingly cxempliUes Burr's executive 
talcut. 

Over tho Hudson river, fifteen miles or more {fom the 
short;, lived the accomplished and charming Mrs. Prevost. From 
his outpost on the Hudson, Colonel Burr could see the hilin 
among which nealleJ the home of this beloved family, but be 
tween them rolled a river, two miles wide, and infested witt 
the guu-boats and sloops of the enemy, while beyond it 
stretched an expanse of country, held sonietimos by one 
pwly, sometimes by the othei', but either of ivhom would 
prevent or delay the progress of a soldier bound on an errand 
of love. Tlie duties of Burr's command, too, were oDei-otis 
and incessant. By day, he was an aiUociatio magistrate, hoar 
Ing complainls, deciding disputes, wTiling reports, inspecting 
troops, sending off prisoners, purchasing supplies. We see 
bim sending up a number of prisoners handcuffed in couples 
and, as they start, the guard being greatly outnumbered by 
ihera. he sends a sergeant along tho line to cut the strings ol 
their biccchcs, which obliged them to employ their other hand 
in holdiug up that important garment. Again, he writes to 
the general, "There area number of women here of bad char, 
acter, who are continually running to New York and back 
again ; if they were men, I should Sog them without meroy.** 
Tb«n, ho is scouring the country, far and near, for shoes, for 
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aioinsscH, for wlioat, for rum; wliicli Inst, Iio tells tlie general 
be c;in Ijiiy nt White Plnins nl twenty dollurs a gallon. By 
niglit he was tilling ainoDg liia i>osts mid aenlinel:;, knowing 
well ill itt unly vi^lanuQ like his kept llic gniirds from being 
iurpriscd ; as was sufiicitiitly proved wlicn that vigilanou vm 
nilhdiawn. 

Ytt irt !"]n[o of tliese difficulties, be lontnvcd twite dm'inj 
ihe M inter to visit Paramus. In adiieviitg llioflu visits, he 
eqtiah'd Learidcr iii daring, and Bnrpnssutl him so uiuuli in ic* 
gcniiily as to get over Ilia Helk'spunt with a dry over-coa", 
tnd to go glowing, instead of dripiiing, into the arms of hit 
Heio. Sis of his trnslicst troopers, men whom ha knew were 
devoted to him, lie sent early in the evening lo a place on the 
banks of the Hudson, nince and for ever nindc classic ground 
by the i-esidenee of Washington Irving. Under the lolly bank 
of the river, there he had caused an am(ilo barge lo bo moored, 
Wdll fnniished wilh blankets and biifliilD »kins. Earlier I7 
Bome houmthan usual, Burr Icil his quarters at White Plains, 
moniited on n small, snnll lioiiic, and gnllnped rapidly to the 
river side, vnsiling posts and sentries as he wcnl. His perfect 
manner of procuring inlelligGnuc lind miulo him curtain that 
nothing requiring his presence would occur before morning 
yet lie provided for every probability and possibility of dan- 
ger, and for any unforeseen delay that might occur in his ro- 
turn. At nine in the evening, his fiiithlul Irooiwrs at the barge 
heard the clattering of hoofs, and in a mom'.'nt their command- 
er stood in their midst, bridle in baud. Instantly, and witb- 
ou( the interchange of a syllable, the girth was unloosened, 
ropes were adjusted about the body of the panting steed, ani, 
by the method well known to furricri, the animal was gently 
thrown and bound ; then lilted by main etrength and placed 
on the bed provided for bim in the boat. Burr stepped 
aboard; the men plied the muffled oars with a uill; and, 
within half an honr, the boat grazed the opposite shore. In 
the same silence, and with the samo celerity, as before, the 
horse was lifted out, unbound, and got upon his feet. A little 
robbing and walking np and down restored tlie animal to his 
rented condition. The boat was drawn snusly up on th» 
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■horc ; ihe men laid down in tlio bottom of it to sleep ; whilw 
Burr mounted and rode rapidly away up the liill toivHcd the 
homu of Ills heart. Before midniglit, lie nas tliere. Two liourf 
of bliss flew fast — liow swiftly, lovers know. Then again 
to Lorgc. About four in the moiiiing, he was willi bis f^tbful 
crow on the i-ivei's bank, when the poor nag was a&toiiished 
oneo more in the manner just described, and the party re. 
crossed the river. Arrived on the other side, Colonel Uurr 
mounted, rode over to camp, which was seven inilea from tlie 
river, chnllengin"; sentinels, visiting posts, and comporting him 
BO exactly in liis iis'^al manner, that not the slightest suspiuioo 
arose of the singnlar way in which ho had pa8*ed the niglit. A 
little before dnylight, quite in his accustomed sljlc, he gave up 
his hoi-se and threw himself upon hia couch. Except the two or 
three individuals to whom the secret was necessarily confided, 
not a man even of those who had aided him, knew the object 
of that night excui'sion. Twice, as before slated, he visited 
Mrs. Prevosl in the same manner, and with cqoal siicoesa, 
while he commanded tlic lines of Westchester. 

But no constitution could long bear such exhausting eflforta, 
and Burr's was aerionsly impaired when he began them. As 
the spring drew un, the attacks of his disease became more fre- 
quent, and he was compelled to the eonclnsion that only a very 
long period of repose could render him fit for the duties of 
a campaign. On the 10th of March, 1779, he Avrolo to Gen 
eral Washington i-esigning his commission, giving as the re». 
son, his physical inability to perform the duties of his com- 
mand. General Wasiiinglon, in accepting hia resignation, 
observed that "he not only regretted tlio loss of a good 
officer, but the cause which made bis resignation necessary." 
And so, after four yews of active service, Colonel Burr ceased 
to belong to the army. 

What oocorred in Westchester after his retirement show* 
in a striking light the value of his services there. Saranel 
young, who lived in the county duiing tlie war, and was one 
of Bun's troop of irregular horse, and afler the peace held the 
office of surrogate, wi'ites with more minuteness on tliia noint 
•ban any other of Burr's fellow-soldiei's. He says that durli)<> 
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the pei'ibd of Bui-i's commaiKl, only two attcnipta n-cro made 
by tlio enemy to surprise oui- guards, in both of ^vliich tUey 
w(?ro duli'ntud ; but itfter he left. Colonel Thompson, " n man 
ol' approved biaveiy," succeeded, and, in open day, tlio enemy 
■nrpiiscd hiiu at head-qua rtei-s, took him prisoner, killed or 
captured all his men, except about thirty, who ran away 
Soon nflL'f, Mr. Young's t'atlier's house was liiiriied by a pni'ty 
of the enemy ; aiul, ere long, the Ameriean lines wcro moved 
twenty miles beyond those which Burr had so comjiletely de- 
fended. And even there the (wsti were not safe from sur- 
prise. The next year Colonel Green, who then commanded in 
the linos, and had liis Iiead-qnarters near the Croton river, 
was attacked and killed, together with hui second in com- 
Boand, and a large number of officers and men, 

Mr. Young concludes a long narrative of Colonel Burr'B 
Kuhievementa in Westuhenler oouiily, in the following words: 
" Having perused whnt I have written, it does nut appear to 
me UiQt I have conveyed nny nileqiiale idea of Burr's military 
character. It may be aided a little by reviewing the effects 
he pi'oduccd, Tlio troops of which he look command were, 
at the time he took the commnnd, undisciplined, nugl^'nt, 
and discontented. Desertions were frequent. In a few days 
theao very men were transformed into brave and honest do- 
ffenders; orderly, contented, and cheerful; confident in iheir 
own courngo, and loving to adoration their command[>i-, whom 
every man considered as his pcrsrmni fiiend. It was thought 
a severe punishment, as well as disgrace, to be sent up to the 
camp, where they had nothing to do but to lounge and oat 
Iheir i-a lions. During the whole of this command there waa 
BOt a single desertion, not a single death by sickness, not 
one made prisoner by the enemy ; for Burr had taught UB 
that a soldier with arms in his linnds ought never, under any 
atroumstances, to surrender ; no matter if he was opposed to 
thousands, it was his duty tr tight. After the first ten days 
there was not a single instance of robbery. The whole conn- 
try under hia command enjoyed security. The inhabitants, 
to cxpi'ess their gratitude, frequently bi'ought presents of such 
articles as the country afibrded ; but Colonel Barr would ao 
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oept no present. He fixed reasonable prices, and paid in cash 
for every thing that was received, and sometimes, I know, that 
these payments were made with liis own money. Whether 
these advances were repaid, I know not. Ct)lonol Siincoe, one 
of the most daring and active ]»artisans in the British army, 
was, with Colonels Emerick and Delancey, opposed to IJurr on 
he lines, yet they were completely held in check. But per- 
haps the highest eulogy on Colonel Burr is, that no man could 
be found capable of executing his ])lans, though the example 
was before them. Wiien Burr left the lines a sadness over- 
spread the country, and the most gloomy forebodings were too 
soon fulfilled.'* 

Richard Piatt, who was adjutant-general to General ]McDou- 
gal at the time, speaks of Colonel Burr's ci»ndnct in similar 
terms. Tlie officers, the soldiers, and the inhabit nnts, he says, 
though all unknown to Colonel Burr before, " were inspired 
with confidence by a system of consummate skill, astonishing 
vigilance, and extreme activity, which, in like manner, madf 
Buch an impression on the enemy, that af\er an uiisuccessfu* 
attack on one of his advanced posts, he never made any other 
attack on our lines during the winter. His Inunanity, and 
constant regard to the security of the property and ])ersonsot 
the inhabitants from injury and insult, were not less conspicu- 
ous than his military skill. No man was insulted or disturbed. 
The health of the troops was perfect. Xot a desertion during 
the whole period of his command, nor a mnn made prisoner, 
although the colonel was constantly making jirisoners. A 
country, which for three years before had been a scene of rob- 
bery, cruelty, and murder, became at once the abode of secu 
rity and peace. Though his powei*s were despotic, they were 
exercised only for the peace, the security, and the protection 
of the surrounding country and its inhabitants." 

Colonel Burr had not yet done with war. In June, when 
a large force of British troops seemed to threaten West P(»int, 
Colonel Burr was at Newburg, a guest of General McDou* 
gal, who was in great alarm because of his repeated fiilures to 
^et word to General Washington of the movements of the en 
iuiy. The English general had stationed troops and Tories ic 
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-ho passea of tPo mountains, wlio captured oi- killeil tlio mes- 
sengers, Iti iliesc choumstnnccs, General McDougnl, who 
well knew Bun's ability, requested liiiu, ns a jwrsoiml favoi', 
to niidcrtake thu mission. Colonel Burr, sick ns lie was, ond 
dangerous as was the crraixil, consented, and succeeded. He 
carried no written dispalcli, but ^vg General Wnsliington a 
verbal account of the critical position of iiffaii-s, which induced 
him to mnrch forthwith toward tlio Higlilaiids. 

In making tlio jonincy across Orange county, he had a 
Indicroua contest with a mule, which lie was fond of dt'scrib- 
ing for the amusement of children ever al\er. The country 
had been swept of its hoi-ses, and arriving at the Townsend 
iron works wiih his hoi'so completely worn out, he could pro- 
cure no substitute but a half-broken mule called '■Independ- 
ence," notorious for its obstinate and vicious disposition. Ther« 
was no choieo but to attempt this animal ; and, ftecordingly, 
Burr, in the presence of a number of the country people, 
mounted, and urged him onward. The mule was true to h'a 
uamc, and would not move. The rider whipped and spurred, 
iho by-slanders pulled and shouted, the mule kicked and 
reared. Atlor a minute or two of these proceedings, the in- 
'irialnd beast bolted front the crowd, and ran up a steep 
bank, and reached the top before his rider conld stop him, 
On arriving there, Burr managed to turn him round, and was 
trying every argument to induce him to descend, when the 
mule appeared suddenly to conceive an ido.i. About half way 
down tlic hill there was a platform, with a largo opening in it, 
through which cliarcoal was accustomed to bo "shot," a pro- 
digions he.a]> of which had accumulated below on the side of 
the hill. The mule, with malice in his mind, made for this 
aperture, and leaped through it upon the coal. But the rider 
was not to be thrown so easily ; and down the mountain nf 
charcoal, tho mulo and the man slowly slid together, amid 
clouds of dust, and the laughter of the crowd. When they 
reached the bottom, the animal showed signs of being mora 
iraotable, and, after beinft led a mile or two, went perfectly 
trull ; and was ever aller a tolerably behaved mule. 

This jc imey coat him dear. lie went immediately after to 
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Connecticut, wheie, at New Haven, he was conipellcd lo taka 
to Ills bed, Aiid Impend Bomc days in complete qiiR't. While 
BtitI extrciiicly dubiliiatcd, lio lieard of the laiidinj of two 
tboiiMtTid of llie enemy's troops, one thousand at East Haven, 
and the oiliera at West Haven. Governor Tryon, Bun's old 
ftcquniiitancc, commandeil the force which landed at East 
Haven, where ho distinguished blinself, in his usual style, by 
Betting iho town on fiic and allowing iiis men to commit dis- 
graccftil excesses. The people of New Haven were in dread- 
ful alarm. The women and children were hurried from tlie 
town. Tiie i-oads leading to the country wei-c crowded with 
fugitives and vehicles, hastily loaded with honsehold goods. 
Hearinjr that the enemy wave actually approaching, Colonel 
Burr rose from his bed, dressed himself, and proceeded to a 
part of the town where ho was infoiiued the miUiia of the 
place .'lad assembled. Finding them panio-stricken and about 
to fly, ho addressed them, and offered to lead them against 
the enemy ; but terror possessed their souls, and in a few 
minutes the whole body melted away and vanished fiom the 
scene. He was then told that the students of Yale College 
bad organised themselves into military companies, and were 
now drawn up on the College green. He galloped to the spot, 
and reining up bis hoi-se in front of the youthful corps, ho told 
them who he was, uiged tbem to set an eitample, to march 
out against the ruthless I'oe, and defend the rights of which 
they would soon become ibe inheritors, or the loss of which it 
would soon be theirs to deplore. The exploits of Aaron Burr 
were familiar at least to every yonng man in New England; 
and when, at the conclusion of his speech. Colonel Burr asked 
them to receive him as their leader, and, under his command, 
attack the enemy, there was no hesitation or faltering among 
them. They marched into the town, wliere tliey weio joined 
by a small body of militia, and then advanced boldly toward 
the enemy. On coming near them, some shots were ex. 
changed, and Governor Tryon, not knowing how great a force 
might be opposed to him, halted, and then fell back a little to 
wait for his aitillery. Colonel Burr thus kept him from ad- 
vancing ^r three or four priceless hours, duriug which all the 
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voraen and o'lilclrcn, the sick, and immense quantities of ralu< 
able property wero removed to places uf Ball'ty. When, at 
length, Tryon, willi all hi^ force, began again to move toward 
Ihe town, Burr led off liis rogimciil of boys in excellent order. 
The old soldier delighted to tell this little story. Ho waa a 
lover of young lil'e, and pi-omi of the uonfidence wbieh the 
young ever reposed in liim. Nothing in his military career 
gave liiin such pleasure to look back upon as tliis compara- 
tively trivial incident. 

Tlie excitement r>f this ndventuro Eustnincd him nbilo it 
lasted, but he dismounted from hia horse only to go ngnin to 
his bed. During the anccucding autnmn and winter lie did 
little but tnke cai-e of his shnltorcd constitution, and form 
plans fur the prosecution of Ins legnl studies. 

In the summer of 1780 he was in Now Jersey once more, 
ftnd making such frequent visits to the house of Mi-s. Prevost, 
lu to excite a general belief among his friends that lie was 
paying his court to the nister of thnt lady. Miss Dc Visme. 
Colonel Troup, as we read in one of his leltore, tells Burr in 
Juno of this year, that tlio Miss Livingstons had inquired 
about him in a very friendly manner, .ind since he had been 
with them, he had had an opjHirtunity of removing the hub- 
picion they had of his courting Miss Yisme. "They believe 
nothing of it now," adds Colonel Tronp, " and attiibute yonr 
visits to Paramns to motives of friendship for Mrs. Prevost 
and the family. Wherever I am, and can with propriety, you 
may be sure I shall represent this matter in its true light." 
From this it would appear that Colonel Burr bad not yet con- 
fided his real object to his friend?, of whom Colonel Tronp 
was then one of the most intimate; and remained such, 
tlii-ough all vicissitudes, for neai'ly seventy years. 

In September, it was Colonel Burr's fortune to witness at 
the house of Mrs. Prevost a memorable scene. 

The news of Arnold's treason was flying in awful whispers 
over lliB connti'y. Soon after the first shock of the discovery, 
eamo touohing descriptions of Mra. Arnold's grief at her bus- 
Iwnd's onmc, of which, it was universally believed, she had 
been ignorant up to the moment of his flight from West 
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Point. The Instoric reader is familiar with Hamilton's high, 
flown narrative of the scene which transpired under his owr 
eyes. 

*' AmoKl, a moment before setting out," wrote Hamilton to 
Colonel Laurens, " went into Mrs. Arnold's apartment, and 
informed her that some transactions had just come to light 
which must for ever banish him from his country. She fell 
into a swoon at this declaration ; and he left her in it to con- 
sult his own safety, till the servants, alarmed at her cries, 
came to her relief. She remained frantic all day ; accusing 
every one who approached her with an intention to murder 
her child (an infant in her arms) ; and exhibiting every other 
mark of the most genuine and agonizing distress. Exhausted 
by the fatigue and tumult of her spirits, her frenzy subsided 
toward evening, and she sank into all the sadness of affliction. 
It was impossible not to have been touched with her si|uation. 
Every thing affecting in female, tears, or in the misfortunes of 
beauty ; every thing pathetic in the wounded tenderness of a 
wife, or in the 'apprehensive fondness of a mother ; and, till I 
have reason to change the opinion, every thing amiable in the 
sufferings of innocence ; conspired to make her an object of 
sympathy to all who were present. She experienced the mosi^^ 
delicate attention, and every friendly office, till her departure 
for Philadelphia." 

This was the romantic falsehood of the affair. It was fitted 
to deceive the ^ood-hearted Hamilton, who was then himself 
a lover, and therefore full of tenderness for all women ; and 
the story was one which a young gentleman of a rhetorical 
turn, and who indeed owed his advancement to " the flowers 
of his pen," would delight to tell. It fell to Burr's lot to be- 
come acquainted with the repulsive truth. He was sitting one 
evening with Mrs. Prevost, when the approach of a party of 
horse was heard, and soon afler, a lady vailed, and attired in 
a riding-habit, bui-st into the room, and hurrying toward Mi's. 
Prevost, was on the point of addressing her. Seeing a gen- 
tleman present whom, in the dim light of the apartment, she 
did not recognize, she paused, and asked in an anxious tone, 

" Am I safe ? Is this gentleman a friend ?" 
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" Oh, yos," was Mre, Prevosl'B reply, " he is niy mosl pni'tic- 
Blar friend, Colond Burr." 

"Thank God !" exclaimed Mrs. Arnold, for slio it was} 
'I'v(j bL'pn I'liiying the lijpomtc, and I'm liiod of it," 

She tlicii gino an nccoimt of tlip way sho linJ deceived 
General Washiiigton, Colonel Hamilton, and tlio other Amor- 
can olHcers, who, slie said, believed her innocent of llie trea- 
Bon, and had gi^cn her an escort of liorae from West Point, 
She made no scniple of confessing the part aht- lind borne in 
Uie negotiations with the Biitixh general, an>l declared it was 
■ho who liad indnced her husband to do what he had done. 
She parsed tho night at Paramus, taking care to resume her 
scttng of the outraged and (rantiu woman, whenever sti'angors 
verc prcKcnC, Colonel Bnrr'8 relations with thu Shippen 
Amily, of which Mis. Arnold was a membor, had been of the 
most inlinintc uharaeLer from childhood. They Ijad licen his 
Other's friends ; and the orphan boy had been taken from his 
mother's gmve to their home in Philadelphia. Ho stood 
toward this faseiiiating, falsc-heaitcd woman almost in tho 
Hght of A yoimgcr brother, and he kept her seciet until she 
was past being Juirraed by the telling of It. 

With thb scene the history of Colonel Burr's military 
career may fitly close, He had borne well his part in the 
revolutionary Ktruggie. That combinntiun of qualities and do- 
ftcts which Kis a man to be a successful milit-iry commander, 
ho pOBsessed in a more remarkable degi-ce, perhaps, than any 
other American who has won dislinclion in war. If lie had 
been as much in the eye of Xapoleon as lio was in Washing* 
ton's, tlic vmjicror would have made a marshal of him, and he 
would havo shaied with N^.apolcon his splendid immortality. 
But for that, as for so much else, Airon Burr had the iniafor- 
lunc to be born on the wrong continent. 

Dining tho four years of his connection with tho army, hii 
fortune iva-s greatly impaired. Every officer who had any 
thing to lose, suffered in his circumsvances in the Revolution, 
tnd Burr mmo than most. He had the popular and iiital 
vice of improvidence. At the age when Washington was 
(truing three guineas a day in the woods, glad of the oppor 



liinity to do BO, and rather proud of the fact than otherwise, 
Run- was sponiling, with in c on ai derate generosity, ttie capital 
of liia pnirimony. With amaning talenia for gaining money, 
he had an equally wonderful facility for getting lid of it. It 
dipped through his fingers; it ran outof liis pocket; it wonld 
not stay ivitli liiin. To see a fullow-soldier in distress, and Ic 
empty his purse for hia relief, were simultaneous actions with 
him. 

Nor did he spare expense in forwarding any scheme of his 
own, whether of pleasure or advantage. From liis corre- 
spondence at this time, it is plain that lie was a freqnont 
lender of money to embarrassed friends. Colonel Tionp tella 
faim on one occasion that he had rcoeived from Mr. Edwards 
a thousand pounds of Burr's money, a part of which, says 
Troup, I shall lake the libeity of borrowing, and send the 
rest to the owner. Ogden, as we have seen, sells Bnrr's horse, 
Vi<\ writes to him that he can tiol send him the ]>roceeds, for 
the excelleiil reason that he bos spent them. These arc £ur 
examples of Burr's looseiteis in afTuiis pecuniary. It is a 
pleasant way enough while the money lasts ; but il never does 
last. No fortune can stand the drain of an un calculating im- 
providence. And a worse feature of the case is, th;it a man 
who is careless of meuin is in fiighlful danger of losing some 
portion of his regard for ttium, also. "The worth and dignitj; 
of goid," was one of the regenerating phrases with whij^b 
Goethe set right his age. The strong, slow characters thai 
tuppori the social fabric, know its truth by an instinct which 
they too oflcn want who adorn, and cheer, wlio move and ad- 
vance the race. 

Genorons we may truly call Colonel Burr. But there is a 
nobler generosity than that exercised by him ; it is allied with 
frugality, and becomes possible through frugality. Burr was, 
at all periods of his life, extremely li^l£j»>^ imposed upon. 
His feelings were easily moved ; his acnteness utterly failed 
him the moment his tenderness was awakened ; and lie gave 
freely of what he never really felt the value to relieve dis- 
tresses which ho could not witness without pain. 

Another tendency of hia nature was elrengthencd by thw 
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war. It is the soldier's art to instantly adapt means to ends ; 
it is his duty, by all means, to gain his ends. His object, the 
destruction of the enemy, is simple, obvious, unmistakable ; 
and, in compassing it, he not merelfr may, but fnicstj be deaf 
to the cry of anguish. He is not merely released from the 
moral restraints of peace, but he is obliged to trample them 
under foot. He destroys without compunction ; he kills with- 
out compassion. His mind is fixed upon his object/ he buiiid 
merely to succeed. Victory alone, victory always, is accepted 
as proof of his ability. But in peace it is not always glorious 
to succeed ; for then we estimate success chiefly by the means 
used to attain it. 

Aaron Burr, like his father before him, was a man who had 
by nature a marvelous faculty of bringing things to pass. He 
saw his object with eagle clearness and he had a wonderful 
intuitive sense of the means, and all the means, and, particu- 
larly, the readiest means, by which that object could be 
reached. This faculty will be abundantly exemplified by-and- 
by. It is alluded to here, merely for the purpose of suggest- 
ing that four years of a soldier's life may have had the two- 
fold effect, first, of intensifying his perception of objects to be 
gained, and, secondly, of diminishing his scrupulousness with 
regard to the use of means* 

6* 



CHAPTER IX. 

AI»MI88I0N TO THE BAB, AND MAEBIAGK 
Tbm Axxkioan Bab bktokk tux Bktolutiox— Bcrsx Rxsuma ms Leoal SirrDm— Ha 

CORBESPOXDKNCK WITH Msft. PrKTOST— Aj>in88I0K TO THX BaX— COABACnU OT MM. 

Prxtost^-Tiizu Maksiaob— BmoTAL TO New Yoxk. 

Next to war, the law had been, from an early period in 
the history of the colonies, the favorite profession with their 
young men of spirit. John Adams, in 1756, when he had 
just begun his legal studies, writes to a friend in justification 
of the choice he had made of a profession. One of his reasons 
was, that '^ the students in the law are very numerous, and 
8ome of them youths of which no country, no age, would 
need to be ashamed. And if," he adds, *'*' I can gain the honor 
of treading in the rear, and silently admiring the noble air 
and gallant achievements of the foremost rank, I shall think 
myself worthy of a louder triumph than if I had headed the 
whole army of orthodox ministers." After the termination of 
the old French war, the law began to be a lucrative profes- 
sion also. Joseph Reed, of Philadelphia, writing in 1767, 
when he had been but two years at the bar, mentioned 
that hb professional income was a thousand pounds a year. 
He was, no doubt, unusually fortunate. But, at that time, 
there were not many occupations carried on in the colonies, in 
the exercise of which, a young man of two years' standing, 
could have earned so much. 

The legal system, was, of course, in all respects, that of the 
mother country. The wig and gown were worn by lawyers 
and jadges ; and much is implied in that trivial circumstance. 
Young men of fortune thought their studies incomplete until 
they had resided two years at one of the Inns of Court 
in London. In the Temple Church may still be seen, or 
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might, a few years ago, some tablets erected to the memory 
of American studenta who died wliile pursuing their studies 
in London before the Revolution. If Aaron Burr had come 
upon the stage of action a few years earlier, it is likely enough 
that, with his peccmiary means, he would have sought, by such 
a residence abroad, to have hastened his ascent to the highest 
walks of the profession at home. For it was a great tiling, 
and an honorable, in those days, even to have seen the coun- 
try which the colonists were proud to call their own. 

For eighteen months after leaving the army. Colonel Burr 
was an invalid, and he did little but visit his friends, read 
French, write letters, and wait npon Mrs. Prevost. In the 
autumn of 1780, his health having gre.itiy improved, he be- 
gan to study law in earnest, under Judge Patterson, of New 
Jersey, Judge Patterson was a thorough lawyer, and desired 
to make his pupils sueli, by grounding them well in the prin- 
ciples of the law, and not till afterward instructing them in 
the practice. Burr desiied to reverse this order, and acquire 
the practice first. There were reasons why he wished to 
hurry into the practice of bis profesdon : he was in love ; his 
parse needed replenishing, or would soon need it ; and it was 
certain, that if the Independence of the colonies were secured, 
of which there seemed little doubt, Whig lawyers would mo- 
nopolize the business of the profession, and the offices to which 
the profession leads. With the intention of attempting a short 
cnt to the bai-, he left the office of the methodical Patterson 
in the spring of 1781, and went to reside at Havcrstraw, in 
New Torfc, with Thomas Smith, a city practitioner of note, 
but now suspended from business by the war. Mr. Smith had 
a good library, and plenty of leisure. With him Burr made a 
peculiar and characteristic arrangement. For a certain sum, 
the lawyer agreed to devote a specified time to his pupil every 
day, and to answer any questions he might propose. Burr 
now read law, literally, day and night, sometimes spending 
twenty hours at his books out of the twenty-four; taking 
notes as he read , reserving donbtful points to be elucidated 
by his instructor, and endeavoring, in aU ways, to acquire the 
tkmiliar use of the weapons with which lawyers war with one 
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another and with justioe. To become erp^rt. not profoand, 
waa the objeul of hia immediate eiertions. Of such stiidentJi 
it may be observed, that having become profieient in the prao- 
lice, they arc never drawn ta meditate deeply upon the 
theory of their protcssion. 

Hia lettei's, during the year, show that hie favorite autbore 
hen were Cheaterfield, Voltaire, and Rousseau. There waa 
much Btudying of French in Burr'a circle. The family of Mrs 
Pievoat was of Swiss origin, and French had been their na- 
tive language. The " Hermitage," tlie family seat of the De 
Viflme'a, where Mra. Prevost now resided, had a considerable 
library of French books, which nomished Burr's French tastes, 
and introduced to hia notice several authors of whom he had 
been ignorant. In hia letters to Mrs. Prevoat, his favorite 
authors were frequently the theme of remarlc ; to which she, 
as oflen, gracefully replies. She aaya on one occasion, that 
his favorable opinion of Voltaire pleased her, because it showed 
that he had a mind of his own. " The English," said she, 
"from national jealousy and envy to the French, detract 
him; but, without being his disciple, we may do justice to bif 
merit, and admire Iiim as a judicious and ingenious author," 
in another letter, she extols religion, and declares that " worlds 
should not purchase the little she possessed." To something 
Burr had said about Cbeaterlield, she replied, that the indulg- 
ence which he applauded in that aathor was the only part of 
his writings she thought reprehensible, hut that only when all 
the world turn envoys, will Chesterfield be their proper guide. 
In one letter, she tells him, that their being the subject of 
much inquiry, conjecture, and calumny was no more than they 
ought to expect: "My attention to you," she adds, "was 
even pointed enough to attract the observation of all who 
visited the house ; but your esteem more than compensated 
for the worst they could say." 

Burr's reply to this letter Is characteristic. He tells hei 
that the calumniator shall one day repent his insolence and in 
the mean time, they must be more cautious in preserving ap- 
pearances. " SuaoUer in modo,f&rtiter in re, is a masam," h« 
nays, " which would bear sheets of commettt and days qf t» 



ADMISSIO:^ 10 TnS BAR, A IT D UARBIAOE. 13-1 

ftecflon." They must not mmd tbcse taifles. "Thai mind," he 
tdd^ "is truly great which can bear with equanimiLy. thr 
trifling and unavoidable vexatiotia of life, and bo affected only 
by tlioBfi events which determine oiir substantial blisf. Every 
period, and every situation has a portion of those trifling 
QToesea; and those who expect to avoid them all, or coiiqiiei 
them all, must be wretched without respite." This train of 
remark wan habitual with Colonel Burr all bis days. To pre- 
sent a panoply of steel to the minor shafts of misfortnne, to be 
qniok to discern the event of real importance, to be neither 
elated nor depii-ssed by whatever might occur, to bound 
lightly up after the fiirthest fall, to acquire every kind of de- 
gree of self-control, were what he chiefly enjoined upon bis 
ohildren, liis pnpils, and bis protegees. Sclt-contrgt, Burr 
would say, was the means of self-indulgence, and the con- 
dition of controlling others. 

After reading law tor six months at H.averstraw, he thought 
himself competent to practice ; an opinion to which an ei'ent 
of the l.ttne probably contribnted. In November of this year, 
the legislature of New York passed an act disqualifying all 
the Tory lawyers from prnclicing in the oonrts of that State. 
Burr no sooner heard of this than he resolved to make an 
effort to realise part of its benefits himself, and, a few day» 
afler, he was in Albany for the purpose of applying for ad. 
mission to the bar. But dilGoulties arose. The rule of the 
oonrl was, that candidates must have spent three years in the 
study of the law before admission, and Colonel Burr could 
scarcely pretend to more than one year's study. Nor could 
he find a lawyer in the State willing to make a motion for tb 
court to i^et asiilc the rule. In these circumstances, tbe can 
didatH undeitook the management of the case himself. Uav 
ing first conciliated the good tvtil of the judge in private, and 
made him ttoqnaintcd with the grounds of his application, he ap- 
peared in court at the proper time, made the requisite motion, 
and gave the reasons why he thought it should be granted. 
He snid ihat he had begun hts studies before the Revolution, 
and should long since have been entitled to admission to the 
bar, but for the service he had rendered as a soldier. '* Nu 
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rule," he observed, "conid b«? intended to injure one whose onlj 
miiifortune ia having socnSccd his time, his conatitulion, and 
bi§ fortune to his country." The court dedded that the rule 
with regard to the period of study might, for the reasons 
given, be dispensed with, provided the candidnle could show- 
that he possessed the requisile knowledge. The examining 
counsel, as may be imagined, gave him no indalgencc. They 
wished his failure. Butafler an examination, prolonged, criti- 
cal, and severe, which he passed triumphantly, he was licensed 
&B an attorney. This event occurred on the 19lli of January, 
1782. On the 17lh of April following, he was admitted as 
counselor. He was then twenty-six years of age. 

He took an office in Albany, began the practice of the law, 
tmd seems almost immediately to have been immersed in busi- 
ness. Be had acquired celebrity in the State as a soldier, and 
no man of his years had a wider circle of acqufuntance among 
the class who indulge in profitable suits at law. The old Tory 
lawyers, who had enjoyed all the best business, before the 
Revolution, were now thrown out of the ranks of the profes- 
Bion by an act of the legislature, and Whig lawyers of any 
standing or promise were, at the moment, extremely few. 
Burr's engaging manner, distinguished origin, indefatigable 
devotion to buaioess, and honoi-able fiLme, would, in any c^cum- 
etances, have rendered his advancement in the profession cer- 
tain and rapid. But in the actual state of things, they obtiuued 
for him in a very few montliN as profitable n business ns was 
enjoyed by any lawyer in the State. Before he had been in 
practice three months, he felt so sure of his position and so 
satisfied with his prospects, that there seemed no longer any 
necessity for delaying his marriage. 

That Colonel Burr, the most rising young man in the Stftt« 
of New York, handsome, fascinating, well-bom, and famous;, 
vhose addresses few maidens in the country would have been 
inclined to repulse, should have chosen to marry a widow ten 
years older thap himself with two rollicking boys (one of 
them eleven years old), with precarious health, and no great 
estate, was a circumstance which seems to have been iticom 
prehensible to his fiiends at the time, as it has since proved f 
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ptiuJe to tlie writers of biographical gossip. Upon the theory 
that Burr was the artful devil he has beeo eaid to be, oil 
whose ends and aims were his own advancement, tio man can 
ex|>liun such a marriage. Before the Revolution he had re- 
tused, point-blank, to address a young lady of fortune, whom 
bis uncle, TliaddeuB Bmr, incessantly urged upon his atten* 
tion. Duiing the Revolution he was on terms of intimacy 
with all the great families of the Slate — the Clintons, the Liv- 
ingstons, the Sohuylera, the Van Reosselaers, and the rest ; 
alhance with either of whom gave a young man of only aver 
i^e abilities, immense advantages in a State M'hich was, to a 
singular extent, nnder the dominion of great families. But no 
considerations of this kind could break the spell which drew 
him, with mysterious power, to the cottage at remote and 
rui'al Paramua. 

The ludy was not beautiful. Besides being past her jnimv, 
she was slightly dis6gured by a scar on her forehead. It was 
the graceful and winning manners of Mm. Pre vost that £rsc 
captivated the mind of Colonel Buir. She was, indeed, in all 
respects, an estimable lady, atfecLionntc, acconiplislied, well- 
versed in literature, and as much given to the practice as 
averse to the profession of piety. But it was in her character 
of LADY and woman of the world that she proved so irresisU 
ably pleasing lo him on their first acquaintance. He used, in 
afler years, tn say, that in style and manners, she was without 
a peer among all the women he had known, and that if his 
own mannei-s were in any respects superior lo those of men in 
general, it was owing to tlie insensible influence of bet's. The 
reader may, perhaps, have observed that young men of ajurii 
and intelligence, who have been brought up in the severe, un 
gracious way of the stricter Pui'itans, are sometimes too keenly 
susceptible of the charm of manner, and are apt to attach to it 
fax exces^ve imiiortance. 

But a more lasting charm of this lady was her cultivated 
mind. Burr was a lover of books, a lover of pictures, a lover 
of every thing whioii dislitiguishes man from the Puritan } and 
it was rare, indeed, in those days, to find a lady in America 
who hud the kind of culture which sympathizes with such 
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■, women were only beginning to emerge 
from tlie gross igaorance which was tbought to be their proper 
condition ; and in America, if they were not igiiorHnt, few 
had the knowledge interesting to a man Uke Burr. Among 
bis own female reliitives there tvas penetrating and brilliant in- 
ellect enough ; bnt liow perverteii, how repressed ! Some of 
the most renowned ladies of tl)e time, with a thousand virtues, 
scarcely ever looked into a boolc. Mre. Putnam was mighty 
at the spinning-wbeel; Mrs. Washington (as we lately learn 
from Mrs. Kirltiand's pleasant pages) was a devotee of the 
knitting-needle ; and the wile of another famons general was 
not a little prond of her patchwork quilts. Burr bad met few 
ladies, in hia earlier life, who, like Mrs. Prevost, wei^e (itmiliar 
with the most recent expresaions of European intellect, who 
could talk intelligently with him about Voltaii-e, Roassoan, 
and Chesterfield, and could appreciate those authors with* 
out becoming their disciples. It was not mere compliment, 
when Burr told Mrs. Prevost that it was from knowing her 
that he had first learned to believe in the understanding of 

The two sons of Mrs, Prevost, so far from being regarded 
by Colonel Burr aa an obstacle to his marriage, were really 
an inducement to it. He inherited his father's passion for 
trmning the yonng. Ho was not merely fond of children, bnt 
look the liveliest possible intere.st in their education. There 
ivas no period in all his long life when he bad not a proteg^ 
under training. His system of education nas, indeed, with 
all its merits, and with all tlie pains he bestowed in applying 
\t,fataUij defective ; as was his own system of life. Hut that 
he took a most real and ardent interest and delight in the de- 
velopment of the youthful character, and spai-ed no p^ns in 
promoting wlial he thought to be the ligVil cdiiralion of bia 
proteges, there can be no doubt whatever. With a Saxou 
moral character, Aaron Burr might have been a schoolmaster 
of nnhe.trd-of excellence — such as the world waits for 
Nolbiiig, indecl, was more natural to him than the tone of 
tbo instractor. borne months before he was married he cod 
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dudes one of bis letters to Mrs, Prevoat in Iqfguage which 
Slustrxtce what I mean : 

" You wrote me too mmih liy Dom. I hope it was not frotn 
a fear that I slioiilJ bo (lissalisfieii with less. It is, I confess, 
athor mngultir to iinil l:iiilt with the qunntitj', when matter 
vd manner are so delightful. You must, hourovrr, deal leeii 
n sentiments, and more in ideas, Indeed, in the letter in an- 
swer to my last, yon will need to be pai-liciilarly attentive to 
this injunction. I think constantly of the approaching change 
in our aSairs, and what it demands. Do not let us, like chll- 
dren, be so taken with the prospect aa to lose sight of tba 
means. Rememher to write me facts and ideas, and don't 
torment me with compliments, or yourself with sentiments to 
whiuh I am already no stranger. Write but little, and very 
little at once." 

In another letter he recommends her to buy one of the new 
Franklin stoves, and suggests the room in which it should b« 
plaued. After enlarging, in a stylo not common in love let 
ters, upon the vanons good qualities of the stoves, and tell- 
ing her that, as her little boy would be certain to burn him- 
self at least once with it, it might ha beat to teach him the 
itanger by slightly burning him, he concludes as follows : 

" I confess I have still some transient distrasts that you set 
too little value on your own life and comfort. Remember, it 
is not yours alone; hut your letters shall oonvinoe me. I 
traive the subject. I am not certain I shall he regularly punc- 
tual in writing yon in this manner every day when I get at 
business; but I shall, if possible, devote one quarter of an 
honr a day to yon. In return, I demand one half of an hour 
every day fi'om yon ; more I forbid, unless on special occasions. 
This lialf hour is to be tnine, to be invariably at the same 
time, and, for thai purpose, Uxed at an hour least liable to 
interruption, and as you sb.ill find most convenient. Mine 
oim not be so regular, as I only indulge myself in it when I 
Rtn fatigued with business. The children will have each their 
tfaeet, and, at the given hour, write, if but a single word, 
Btirr, at this half hour, is to be a kind of watchword." 
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Carlos was gaJng very freqnently bolween Paramus and Al- 
bany, bearing letters and gifts. HU letters were mostly in 
ibe deciaite, commanding manner of tbe extracts just given, 
though sufficiently tender and considerate. A notorious ca- 
lamnintor has recently, in a work of great pretensions, insin- 
uated that Colonel Burr, duriug this winter in Albany, lived 
on terms of scandalous intimacy with bis landlady. Tbe state- 
ment is false. Soon after his arrival in Albany, Burr was 
oalled upon by Mr, Van Rensselaer, the bead of the distin* 
guished family of that name. The two young men soon be- 
came intimate. Van Rensselaer was dissatisfied with Burr's 
lodgings, and in a spirit of fiiendliness and hospitality offered 
to find bim better. Burr soon wrote to Mrs. Prevoat that 
Van Rensselaer had succeeded perfectly to bis wish. " I am 
with two maiden aunts of bis," be said, " obliging and (in- 
credible 1) good-natured, tbe very paragons of neatness. Not 
an article of furniture, even to a tea-kettle, that would soil a 
mnalin handkerchief I have two upper rooms." In these 
apartments it was that be daily wrote such words as the fol- 
lowing to a lady with whom he was anticipating a speedy 
maiTiage : " Though I write very little, it is still hali' my 
business; for whenever I find myself either at a loss what to 
do, or any how discomposed or dull, I fly to these sheets, 
and even if I do not write, I ponder upon it, and in this 
way saciifice many hours without reflecting that time passes 
away." 

On the 2d of July, 1782, by the Rev. David Bogart, of tbe 
Reformed Dutch church, Aaron Burr and Theodosia Prevost 
were married. They were forthwith established in an ample 
i-esidence at Albany, where Colonel Burr relieved the monot- 
ony of businesH by assisting in the education of the two boys. 
One of the first uses he made of his new dignity of house- 
holder was to give a temporary home to a friend who was in 
love, and bad a. project of marriage which it was necessary 
for some reason to conceal. That friend was the well-known 
MajorJ'opham, who was married at Colonel Burr's house, and 
who, filly-four years aftei', held tbe pall which covered Burr'* 
rw~»ftinB as thej were boi'ne to the grave. 
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CarloB made no more harried joumeya to ParamuB. The 
charm of the " Hermitage" had departed fiom it. It may in- 
terest some reiidera to learn that tradilioud of the old bouse, 
and of the family who iDheiited it, still exist in the vidnity. 
Some of the w&lls of the house are standing, and serve as part 
of a modem striictiire. Some relics of its elegant contents, a 
picture, among other things, adorn a neighboring tavern. 
Stories of tlic grand compnny that used to assemble at the 
Hermitage are vfigucly told by the older inhabitants; and 
descendants of Mrs. Prcrost reside a few miles from the old 
estate, in an elegant nbodo, which cont^s intereetiog memo- 
rials of the olden time. 

At Albany, in the first year of his marriage, was born Col- 
onel Burr's only legitimate child, a daughter, whom he named 
Theodoaia. She had a joyful welcome into the world, the 
beautiful child who was to have so terrible an exit from it, 
A father, ever fond, if not ever wise, received to his arms the 
infant who was to be to him so much more than a daughter, 
when her indomitable fidelity was all that linked him to the 
family of man. 

Colonel Burr practiced law in Albany for more than eight- 
een mouths, with the greatest success possible iu the circum- 
stances of the titne. As soon as peace was declared, he made 
arrangements for removing to New York. A house was hired 
for him in Maiden Lane, at two hundred pounds a year, the 
" rent to commence when the troops leave the city." That 
event, as New Yorkers are still annually reminded by parades 
and festivities, occurred on the2dth of November, 1183 ; soon 
after which date Colonel Burr removed his family to the city 
and began his career as a New Yoik lawyer. 

The preparatory period of Colonel Burr's life was now com 
pletely past. As a finished man and practiced lawyer he en- 
ters upon the new scene to contend with his equals for the 
honors of liis profession and the prizes of society. Up to ths 
present time his character and conduct have appeared only 
in an honorable light, because only the qualities in which he 
really excelled have been exhibited — his courage, his activity, 
his generosity, his address. John Adams testitics of him that 
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lie came out of the revolmionary war " with the aharanter ol 
a knigbl, wilhoul. fear, and an able officer," and tlio I'aut that 
8o many excellent and discerning gentlemen admired and 
liived him, nnd that bo many amiable ladies were his friends, 
13 confirmatory of the assertion. I am convinced that society 
had nothing Berious to charge him with np to the time of hia 
joining tlie liar of this city, I am sure he had not been 
" profligate." The probabilities are in favor of the opinion 
that he had not yet had one amour of a criminal kind, nor in- 
curred an obligation which he had not discharged. 

It is important to bear this in mind, for the instructive and 
impressive moral of his story depends upon its trnth. They 
who describe good men to be faultless*, and bad men as devils, 
rob mankind of lfie"benefit of their example. Tho good ex- 
ample discourag'eH, and the bad one does not alarm us. Wo 
despair of imitating the one, and are not in the least afi'aid of 
coming to resemble the other. But when a good man is truly 
delineated, every one sees the simplicity and attainableness of 
goodness, and how many faults a man may have, and yet his 
character bo essentially just and noble. How encouraging 
this to a yonth who has sense enough to be conscious of his 
fkutts, and (vlio aspires to emulate the sublime characters of 
history. So of bad men. Wlien their characters are truly 
drawn, we are more likely to be surprised at the number of 
good qnalities they possessed, than horrified at their bad ones. 
And ibis in, in truth, of all the facts in the case, the most ap- 
palling ! That a maa may be to good, and yet not good ; 
that he may come so near excellence, and yet so fatally miss 
it; that he maybe so little removed in moral quality from 
many who pass the ordeal of life with little reproach, and yet 
incnr so deep a damnation — these are the facts which move 
and scare tia when we know aright and fully the men who 
figure in history as atrocious characters. Carlyle'a delinea- 
tion of Robespierre is the finest example, perhaps, of this cor- 
rect portrayal of a bad man's character that has been given to 
tho world. The frightened reader, as he closes the awfn. 
ilory, has no maledictions for the wretched tyrant ; bat sigh 
ing, says, " I, too, miff/U have been a Robespierre.''^ 
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TouthjJB the lovely robe beneath which the character is 
concealed while it forms ; or it is the flower which precedes 
the fruit, and which is often as beautiful on the tree that is 
going to bear ill fruit, or none, as upon that wliich will yellow 
the plain with its abundant i^olden showers. 



CHAPTER X. 

AT THE NEW YORK BAB. 

Hsw YoBK iir 1788 — Joan AoAJu'to IifPESBSiom or ths Citt — Thb Dnrmsui 
Kirnwor Lawtbbs — Bdee*s QuALmr akd Habitb as aLawtke — Amkodotes — 
Hajoltov avd Bukb at tux Bax — Emoluickktb ow ram Bax thxh— Tnx TAtm 
AXD HoMX or Birxx^ScxHXB at Biohmovd Hill. 

Colonel Bubb had removed to what we should now call a 
small town. 

From 1722, when Jonathan Edwards had been accustomed 
to go out beyond the suburbs of New York to the banks of 
*^ Hudson's river," and meditate with ecstacy upon the deep 
things of his theology, to 1783, when his grandson moved 
down ^om Albany to his fine house in Maiden Lane, to prac- 
tice law in the liberated city, was a period of sixty-one years, 
during which New York had increased in population from 
eight thousand to twenty-five thousand. It was the second 
city in the United States, Philadelphia having a population 
nearly twice as numerous. The State of New York, at that 
time, had less than three hundred thousand inhabitants, about 
a third of the number which now the city alone contains. In 
the year 1800, the city could only number sixty thousand in* 
habitants, and the State about half a million. The contract* 
edness of Burr's sphere of labor it is necessary to bear is 
mind. 

When John Adams made his triumphal progress from Bos- 
ton to Philadelphia to attend the first Congress, he stopped a 
few days in New York, which he then saw for the first time, 
and described in his Diary. He says that he walked to every 
part of the city in one afternoon, and after seeing every thing 
in it worthy of a stranger's attention, went to the Coffee 
House and read the newspapers. His remarks, however, indi* 
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cate the wealth of the city. He speaks of the elegant couiitrj 
Beats on iho island ; of the Broad Way, a line street, very wide, 
and in a right lino from one eiiil to the other of the dty ; of 
the magnificent new church then building, which was to cost 
twenty thousand pounds; of the new hospital, a fine structun 
of stone ; of a ship-yard, where a Dutch East India ship ot 
eight hundred tons was building; of the "beaiitiftil ellipsis ot 
land, vailed in with solid iron, in the center of which is a 
statue of his majesty on horseback, very large, of solid lead, 
gilded with gold, on a pedestal of marble, very high." The 
streets of the town, he adds, are "vastly more regular and 
elegant than those in Boston, and the houses are more grand, 
as well as neat. They are almost all painted, brick buildings 
and all." 

In the course of a day or two, the observant and plain- 
spoken patriot had an opportunity of seeing the interior of 
one of the elegant country se.its, near "Hudson's river." 
From what he says of the sumptuosity of his entertainment, 
we may infer that tlien, as now, the New Yorkers were pro- 
fuse and ostentatious in their style of living. "A more ele- 
gant breakf&st, I never saw," he writes; "rich plate, a very 
large ulvcr cofi'ee-pot, a very large i>ilver tea-pot, napkins of 
the very finest materials, toast, and bread and butter, in great 
perfection. Atlcr breaklast, a plate of beautiful peaches, 
another of pears, and a muskmelon, were placed on the 
table," Napkins and silver plate, in 1774, were rare lusu- 
ries in all but the very highest circles of European nobility. 
The rich furniture of the New York houses excited the oon- 
tinual wonder of the honest Bostonian ; but the people of tho 
city pleased him not. " With all the opulence and splendor 
of this city," says he, " there is very little good-breeding to 
be found. We have been treated with an assiduous respect 
but I have not seen one real gentleman, one well-bred msm, 
Mnce I came to town. At their entertainments there is no 
conversation that is agreeable ; there is no modesty, no atten> 
tion to one another. They talk very loud, very fast, and 
all together. If they ask you a question, before you can utter 
tliree words of your answer, they will break out upon you 
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aguu, and talk away." Sew York strikes the Bostonkik of 
lo-day very much as it did John Adams in 17T4. 

The Revolntion did not csscotiaily change the character of 
the place, nor, as I conjecture, much retard its progress in 
wealth. But when tlie British troops evacuated the city, maoy 
of the wealthiest Tory &uiilie8, all the British officials, and, 
ndcpd, most of those who liad been regarded as the " society," 
of the town went with them, leaving it more exclusively a 
commercial city than it was. When we read in the letters 
and memoirs of the time ailumoDS to the litscination of Colonel 
Bnrr's manners, and of the great tilings he accomplished 
merely by the charm of his address, we should, perhaps at- 
tribute part of the effects to the gooeial absence of personal 
style in the people. The honest, kindly, unoiuamental class 
of men were those over whom his away was most absolute ; 
and it was in a bustling, trading town, that be ran the brilliant 
part of his career. 

Nor had he many competitors fur the higher business of 
his profession. The history of the American bar remains 
unwritten, thoujjb the subject, to a writer able to handle it, 
presents unrivaled capabilities. We are left, therefore, to 
conjecture the strength of the legal profession when Bnrr rose 
to eminence in it, John Adams, in the pail of his amusing 
Diary just retened to, speaks of two or three lawyers in the 
city to whom he was introduced, and whom he mentious as 
persons of importance. One of the handsome bouses that 
adorned " the Broad Way," was pointed out to him as the 
reaidenco of the bmous lawyer " Mr. Smith," and it was Mr. 
Scott, " an eminent lawyer," whose " very large silver tea-pot" 
and " very large silver coffee-pot," excited Mr. Adams's aston- 
ishment. It is very evident that the law was a lucrative and 
important profession in New York before the Revohition. It 
is equally certain that the disfranchisement of all the Tory law- 
yers, and the complicated suits growing out of the laws con- 
iseating the estates of Tories, gave to an able and active 
awyer, just after the Revolution, a most productive field of 
izertion. Aaron Burr was a man to improve such an oppot- 
tunity. He came here a practiced lawyer. His name and 
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(iueige were of vast use Lo liiru. Tlie mumorj' of PresiJern 
Bui-E wns fragrant in the adjacent States; and wherever men 
and women in those days were trying to live nobly, the name 
of Jonnthiin Edwards was a nameof power, a name honorable 
and august. Hamilton and Adams both teatify that, as well 
in politics as in law, the celebrity of Burr's father and grand- 
lather contiibuled powerfully lo his early aaccess, Yel in 
later times wc often lind other leading federalists sneering at 
him as a man wiibottt connections ; and nothing could mor<4 
clearly prove the ignorance which prevaiied in that party of 
thn country they aspired lo govern. Aa New England under- 
stood the word, no man had euch connections as he. Scarcely 
a family in that country but would have esteemed it an honor 
to receive under their roof the descendant of Jonathan Ed- 
wards and President Burr, 

Colonel Burr came to New York, apparently, with no inten- 
tion to take any part in poHiios. Aa soon as the British had 
led the city, there was high escitemeut among the leading 
citizens relative to the offices which were to be filled. The 
State government had been organized long ago, and George 
Clinton was governor. But the city, remaining in the posses- 
sion of the enemy, had deprived the governor of his choicest 
patronage, which now was to be bestowed, all at once, upon 
long- expectant Whigs. Some influential friends at Albany, 
who had a great opinion of Colonel Burr's talents for tlio dis- 
patch of business, urged him to apply for an appointment in 
the dty. He said, in reply, that he was nnwilling to be a 
competitor with any gentleman for an office. Then, said 
Judge Bogart, you must be contented with the character of a 
private gentleman, for there are long lists of applicanla for all 
the offices in the city and county of New York. And a pri- 
vate gentleman he reraamnd. The steps by which he was 
gradually drawn from the exclusive pursuit of bis profession 
to mingle in political strife, will be narrated in a subsequent 
chapter. It is convenient now to regard him only an a lawyer, 
in which character he chiefly presents himself daring the tirst 
eight years of his residence in Kew York. True, he served 
for two sessions, those of 1784 aiid ITBS, in the Slate legiaht- 
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tnre ; bnt be attended the chamber only at iniportant crisai 
From 17B3 until 1701, the practice of the law absorbed the 
greater part of his time and attention. He was an ambiiioiv 
man, then as alwavs. But, uatil the formation of the ijenera] 
government in 1789, ^hal was there in j»u]ities to excite desire 
in a man of ability ? 

Aaron Burr, a soldier bv nature, a lawver froi«i neceasiiT, 

• • • 

was the same man at tlie bar as he had been in the field, and 
conducted a suit predstOy on the principles which he had ap- 
plied to the cajiture of a f<»rt, and the defense of the Wes^ 
Chester lines. 

Lawyers may, perhaps, be divided into th nee daases. To 
the first lielong the great sonl<. who lovejnsrjoe, anH^wiiolcre 
law as the mean« by whifV. jnsuce is done. Of such lawxg;^few 
even* where, the American Iwir can boast, at least, its fiurpro> 
poxlian. The second^iiiass comprises the majority of pocic- 
titioners, wlu>se sinfrit- c.msideration it is to serve thar clients 
by all the means v iiicL the bar stamps legitimaie. If they 
triumph, ii is well, whether justice triumphs with tiiem or 
not, whether their triumjih is due to a recv»£rnized legal trick, 
or to a riirht imernretation of the law. The third cia» aye 
simply unscnii»uk»us. Tiuy Lang u]K>n the outskirts of zitt 
profession and ]^Tvy iiiton iis offa.'.. li i> ihfir trade tc 
to jirotet-l, and Tc- dt-'ivt-r villains. To be a iawjer of the 
description, and K- tx-jvl in ii, demands a broad, 
sive, nobie I'XiJEE^T-jLyTiixG. The second class requires a quick. 
acute intellect, tart, adr-'otness, seli-possession, and^gr eai i^ br^- 
icai stamina, toirether with a certain moral obtuseness. wbk^ 
enables a man to do in his jirofessional, what he would not d» 
in hi*i private capaciiy. The third kind of lawyer is merely m 
•coundrel, cunning enough to obtun the rewards of cnmt 
without incurring its risks. 

To a pla'H' among the great €^ lawyers, Aaron Burr bvBO 
title. Ue had not weigljt of metal enough for tint. He 
a light }>ersoii : loiigii^ t-iastic, polished, penetntii^ S 
rapitT. not a broadsword : suocessfiil, while he £d i w pt^ 
work, tailing when a heavier blade was needed in 
As a lai^T-er of the second grade. <u a mure 
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iof, Hjir^ume Ilia equal never lived. In his hands, the law 
was a whole armory of weapons, in the uae of whiuh, as 
weapons, tiis daring was only ctjnalcd by hia skill. 

In preparing his causes for trial, be was simply indefatigable. 
While there was an authority to be examined, while lliere 
was evidence to be procured, while there was an expedient to 
be devised, his efforts were never relaxed. And he gave no 
rest to hie adversary, paratiing him with notices, motion^ and 
ap])eals, improving eveiy advantage, and exhausting all the 
means of annoyance ; until, from very wearinesa and despair, 
sometimria, the enemy has capitulated. Colonel Burr not only 
labored himself to the uttermost of the powers of man, but he 
had the art of exacting from his assistants an equal diligence. 
Tbere waa no resisting bis requirements. Assistant-counsel 
would receive notes from him at midnight, when they wera 
aaleep, demanding instant replii's, which obliged the drowsy 
men of law to refer to authorities and examine papers. On 
the day of trial, he had bis evidence, arguments, and author- 
ities, marshaled in impenetrable array. Every possibility bad 
been provided for. No man at the bar could ever boast of 
discovenng a flaw in his preparation, or of carrying a point 
against him by surpriae. 

Where no amount of legitimate preparation would avail, he 
bad no scruples to employing a legal ruse. Indeed be delight- 
ed to surprise his adversary, to lay an ambuscade for liim, and 
carry a case by an ingenious stroke before the o^her fide could 
recover their self possession. It is related, that, in an eject- 
ment suit to reuover a valuable bouse in Xew York, the oppo- 
ung counsel bad expended their wbolo strength in proving 
the genuineness of a will, supposing, of course, that that was 
the only point susceptible of ilispuie. What was their surprise 
to find, that Burr's main attack was against the authenticity 
of an ancient deed, one of the links in the title, which, having 
never hefoie been dispuloil, had been provided with merely 
formal proof! The jury pronounced the deed a forgery, and 
Burr's client lived and died in possession of the property. 
Two courts have since pronounced the deed authentic, 

Ko means were too trival tor him to employ, if he thonghi 



149 



LtFS OF AABO 



theiD likely to promote his purpose He used to lay that he 
bail once saved a man from being huiged hy a certain arraoge- 
metit of tile candles iu a court room. He referred to a trial 
for murder, in which both Ilaniilton and himself defended the 
prisoner, and which excited intense interest at the time. At 
first, the evidence against the prisoner seemed conclusive, and, 
I think, Burr himself thought him guilty. But as the trial 
proceeded, suspicions arose against the principal witness. 
Culoiiel Burr subjected him to a relentless cross-examination, 
and he became convinced that the guilt Jay between the wit^ 
ncss and the prisoner, with the balance of probnbility agunat 
the witness. 

The man's appearance and bearing were most unprepos- 
sessing. Besides being remarkably ugly, be had the mean, 
dovrn look, which is associated with the timidity of guilt. 
Hami.tou bad addressed the jury with his usual duEnt elo- 
quence, confining his remarks to the vindication of the pris- 
oner, without alluding to the probable guilt of the witness. The 
prosecuting attorney replied, and it was now Burr's province 
to say the last word for the prisoner. But the day had worn 
away, and the court took a recess till candle light. This was 
extremely annoying to Colonel Burr, as he meditated enacting 
t little scene, to the success of which a strong light was indis- 
Densable. He Wiia not to be balked, however. Through one 
Df bis satellites, of whom he always had several revolving 
•round him, he caused an extra number of candles to be 
brought into the conri-rooni, and to bo so arranged as to 
throw a strong light upon a certain pillar, in full view of thu 
jury, against which the suspected witness had leaned throitgh- 
oui the trial. The court assembled, the man resumed his ac- 
customed place, and Colonel Burr rose. With the clear con- 
ciseness of which he was master, he set forth the facts which 
bore against the man, and then, sciEing two candelabraa from 
the table, he held them up toward him, throwing a glare of 
light upon his face, and exclaimed, 

" Behold the murderer, gentlemen !" 

Every eye was turned upon the wretch's ghastly counte- 
nance, which, to the excited multitude, seemed to wear the 
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very expressitin of a convicted murderer. The mau reeled, 
as though he had been struck ; then shrunk away behind the 
crowd, and rushed from the room. The effect of this incident 
was decisive. Colonel Burr coDcluded liis speech, the judge 
charged, the jury gave a verdict of acquittal, and the piisoner 
was free. 

A ruse which he once played on General Hamilton, Burr re- 
lated to a legal fnend, who told it to me. It occurred eariy 
in his practice at the New York bar, when he and Hamilton 
were in the first Sush of success, and neither was disposed to 
concede superiority to the other. Both were engaged, for 
the first time, on the same side of an important cause, and it 
was a question which of the two should first address the jury. 
The etiquette of the bar assigns the closing speech to the 
leader of a cause, but it ivas not clear in this case who waa 
the leader. Hamilton, who was certainly not an excessively 
modest man, hinted, in a rather ungracious manner, as Burr 
thought, that his friend Colonel Burr would open the argu- 
ment. With that imperturbable politeness that never forsook 
Iiim, Burr assented to the arrangement without a word of ob- 
jection. He was nettled, however, and hit upon a little 
scheme of harmless revenge. He knew well the character of 
Hamilton's mind, and, fiom repeated conversations with him 
on the cause in which they were engaged, he knew every 
point which Hamilton would be likely to make in liia speech. 
Burr prepared himself with great care. Wlien he came at 
length to address the jury, besides using his own argnment.i, 
he anticipated all of Hamilton's. He absolutely exhausted the 
case. There was nothing left for Hamilton to advance. The 
consequence was that that gentleman appeared to much less 
advantage than usual, and never afterward exhibited an undue 
dedro to assume the place of honor in suits which he con 
ducted conjointly with Colonel Burr. 

A few of Suit's mammj respecting the practice of the law 
hare been preserved. His sarcastic definition of law, as dealt 
out by courts, has been often quoted to his disadvantage, 
"Law," said he, "is whatever is boidly asserted and plait^bly 
maiutuDed." Wliether the sarcasm is, or vas deserved, let 
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lawyers ilecidc. Another of liis sayings related to the man 
agenicnt of a cose, aller the eoeiny had proposed to capitulate. 
Until that point was readied, be was for giving them no rest. 
But when a proposition for compromise had beeu received, hi: 
would any, " Now move slowly, never negotiate in a huiry." 
But the best of all liis ohaervations, at least, the roost strik- 
ing and novel, was the following: "There is a maxim," said 
he, " 'Never put off till to-morrow what you can do to-day,' 
This is a maxim for sUiggards, A better reading of it is. 
Never do to-day what yoii can as wdl do to-morrow ; because 
Homething may occur to make you regret your pi-emature ac- 
tion." He used also, to say, that the ait of using men con- 
Bisted in placing each in the position he was best 6tted for ; 
a version of the recent phrase, "The right man for the right 

He showed unequalcd tact himself in placing his men. 
Before selecting his assistants in a cause, be would ascertain 
and carel'iilly calculate all the opposing influences — prejudice, 
interest, indifference, ignorance, political, local, and family 
feeling — and choose the men likeliest to combat thetn with 
effect. Tf there was a crank in the mind of a judge, he 
would find the hand that could turn it to bis advantage. If 
there was a prejudice in the mind of a jury, he would con- 
trive, by some means, to bring it to bear in favor of bis cli- 
.■nt. If learning and cloqnence were essential, he would 
enlist their aid also. But his forte was in playing upon 
the amiable weaknesses of human nature. Above these, the 
great man lifts his hearers; for the time, tnaJeea them noble 
and reasonable ; and while they are so, convinces them. To 
Aaron Burr this majestic kind of mastery over men was not 
given. 

As in the battle-field, so in the cnses of a suit, his compos- 
ure was perfect. The most unexpected event could not stai^ 
tie him. One day, as he and two other lawyers were arguing, 
in the court of chancery, a case iif which he appeared for a 
very intimate friend of many years' standing, and in which he 
himself had an interest, a letter was handed bira by a messen- 
ger. Apologizing, and requesting the lawyers to proceed in 
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1.1. vir ileliMe, he opened the Icttur, read it carefully, and then, 
:]uite ill his iisvial manner, refolded it, and laid it on the table 
with the oddrea.'* downward. Tbe di!>cii!ision pioucodud fnr 

bont ten minutes longer. Colonel Buit listened with his 
usual attention, and, when a pause occurred, nskod in hla gen- 

leKt and quietest tone, as if merely to hoIvu a legal doubt 
wiiicli had casually risen in his mind, " What effect would 
the death of my client have on the suit?" The lawyera 
Rtnrted, nnd eagerly inquired his reason for asking. "He U 
dead," replied Biilt, "as I learn from this tetter; will the 
Buil abate ?" 

I< rom the stiictness of his prauticc, he has been called a 
ijjgal jnaTtinet. He asked no favors, and granted none. He 
defied an opponent to eatch him tripping, and he never failed 
to subject his opponent's argument to just such treatment as 
he hikd taken infinite pains to guard his own against. So fond 
was he of the technicalities of the law, that occasionally he 
indulged in them to the detriment of his client. At the same 
time, no man was more observant of the proper eourteaies of 
the bar ; like a true knight, all compIfu.'<nnce, till the lists were 
joined, and the signal given for the tight; then the time had 
oome for hard blows and rapid thrusts. 

Burr valued himself little upon his oratorical powers, and 
be used to say that he had seldom spoken with pleasure or 
satisfaction to himself. His pleadings at the bar were more 
in the style of conversation than oratory, it is said ; the con* 
versation, however, of a well-bred, thoroughly-informed man 
of the world. He never declaimed. He was never diffuse ; 
a long speech he never delivered in his life. In concise, pre* 
oise^and, therefore, simple language, he contrived to clothe 
the essential points of his argument, and to lodge them in the 
mind of judge nnd jury so firmly that no bursts of eloquence 
from the other a.de could remove them. There was a vein of 
quiet sarcasm in some of his speeches, which, it is said, wa 
exceedingly effective. With a manner always serious, he occa- 
sionally rose to be impressive- and produced effects upon the 
minds of bis hearers that were long remembered. It is oer- 
, from the writings of the time, tnal he was regarded as 
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a great speaker ; as great in his way as General namilton wai 
in his ; nnd it was naid that the extremely interesliug ctiarao* 
ter of Burr's speeches, no less than their oonoiseness, made it 
difficult to report them. The coiu'tliness of liia manner, the 
air of perfect breeding that invested him, and the singular 
composure of his bearing, nil contributed, doubtless, to the 
effect of his pubHc addresses, From the traditions still pre- 
served in old Presbyterian families respecting the eloquence 
of President Burr, I infer that the son's style of speaking was 
extremely like that of the father. 

To Alexander Hamilton, his friend and rival. Colonel Burr 
freely conceded the patm of eloquence. He did justice to the 
powers of that able man, with whom he contended for the 
honors of his profession and the prises of public life, for 
twenty years. To the strength and fertility of Hamilton'8 
irmigination, to his fine rhetorical jrawei's, to his oiicasional 
flashes of poetical genius, and to the force of his declamation. 
Colonel Burr paid the tribute of admiration. The two men 
were antngonista by nature ; btit, during these happy years, 
each had a high, if not an exaggerated opinion of the other's 
talents. 

An aged member of the bar described to me the manner of 
the two men in their public addresses. Hamilton's way was 
to exhaust a case ; giving ample statement to every point ; 
anticipating every objection ; saying every thing that could 
&irly be said in the fullest manner. He would speak for two 
or three hours, enchaining the attention of court and jury by 
his fluent and, sometimes, lolly eloquence. Burr, in replying, 
would select two or three vulnei'able, yet vital points of Ham- 
ilton's speech, and quietly demolish them, and leave all the 
Other parts of his oration untouched. In a twenty minutes' 
speech, he has been known completely to neutralise the effect 
of one of Hamilton's elaborate and ornate addresses. i3urr_ 
began practice upon the principle of never ondertaking a cause 
irbicfa he did not feel sure of gaining ; and I am assured by 
iinother venerable lawyer of this city, who was li'equeiitly 
engaged with liurr, Uist he never in his life lost a case 
which be personally conducted. It is, at least, ceitain, 



AT THE NBW TOBK BAR. 163 

Ihat he gained over Hamilton some signal and unexpected 
trinmjilis.* 

On his aiTival in Now York, Colonel Burr seems, at onoe, 
to have taken his place among the loadera of the bar, and he 
retained that position for neail y a quarter of a century, though, 
during that period, the bar of New YorV trebled its numbers. 
With the single exception of Hamilton, no lawyer in the State 
held ao high a position as he, and none in the country held a 
higher. 

With regard to the income derivable from the practice of 
the law at that time, it is difHciilt to obtain information. At 
the present day, a lawyer is considered to be iu good practice 
who has u clear gain of fuur thousand dollars a year. Ten 
thousand dollars ts thought a very large revenue: it is ques- 
tiomible if there are one hundred lawyers in the United States 
who earn so much. An average income of twenty thousand 
is as great as the half doKcn leading lawyer of the country can 
boast; thongh, oouasionally, a lawyer will make that sum by a 
ungle case, or even twice an much. In early times, profes- 
sional incomes could scarcely have been as large as tbey arc 
now. Among the letters of Alexander Hamilton there is one 
from a New Yoik merchant, retaining the services of Hamil- 
ton in any suits the merchant might have for five years. In- 
closed in the letter was a note for a thousand dollars, payable 
\l the end of the five years, with interest at five per cent. 

* General Eraatua 4P'' ^'"' """^ ^"^ ncqunmted with Burr fn the height 
of his celcl>rit;r, wsa wiTb him in tbe Assenblj' ond in Congress, and ofton 
bmid biiD speak in the courts, gives the rollowing opinion of (lie powers of the 
two men : " Aa a lawyer and as a Bcbolor Burr vm not inferior lo Hanaillan. 
His rcuoning powers woie at least eqoal. Their niodu ot aisiuneat were 
very ditrcrcnC IlnoulloD vtas VG17 dl^Jso ntid wordy. His words were so 
well chosen, and his sentencps so flnoly Ibrmwi inlo a swylling trirront, Uut 
the hearer would be captivated. The listener would admire, if he waa not 
convinced. Burr's argomenta were generally metiiodis«il and compact. I 
used to say ofthcm, wlien tbey were rival] at the bar, tli»t Burrwould say ■■ 
much in half aa bour as IlamilCon in two bours. Burr was terse and cott* 
riiicing, wbile Hamilton was flowing and raptup^os. They were much the 
(createst men in this Slate, and perhaps the greatest men ui the United 
"tutus."— Hiimmoftir J HiHorji n/ FtAiticai Portia in (A< Slaii of Uta Torh 
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ITpon tkc letter in an indorsement, in Hnmilton's hand, tolliu 
pffepl that the note had been " reUimed, as being too much." 
Certainly the present leaders of the New York bar HOiild not 
lake so murkest a view of the value of their wi-vlpes. William 
Wirt, of Virginia, a very brilliant and siiccef»riil lawyer, i>raiv- 
lioing in ihe dominnnt State of ihu Union, mentions, that in 
1802, he had an int-ome of twelve hundred )>Dunds a year. A 
few years later, while passing through New York to try a 
cause in Boston, he visited some of the New York courts, and 
Inquired respectitigthefuesof the lawyers, Uc wax aatonisbed 
at their tmatlnaia, and said a Virginin lawyer would starve on 
pucli fees. From such indications a« llitue, it is peihaps safe to 
infer that Hamilton and Burr may have had professional in- 
come's of len thousand dollars a year, but not more, on an 
uvoriige. Barr used to say that he had made foity thousand 
dollars from one cause, but whether it was as a lawyer or a 
speculator that he gained so mucli, \a not clear. S|K'cnlauon 
in lands was much the rage among the leading mvn of the 
country dui-ing the first twenty yeai-s after the Bevoluiionj^nJ 
no one was fonder of that fhscinating game than Burr, .Fre- 
quently he united, in his land trausaclions, the charaiHcrs of 
JtH-yer and of speuulator, receiring lands in' payment for pro 
fesaional scrviues, and then disposing of tbem to the best ad- 
vantage ho could. 

His style of living kept pace with his inci-easing income. 
In a few years we find him master of Richmond Hill, the 
mansion where Washington had lived it^77U, with grounds 
reaching to the Hudson, with ample gardens, and a consider- 
able extent of grove and farm. Here he mninlnined a liberal 
establishment, and exercised the hospitality which was then in 
vogue. Talleyrand, Volney, Louis Philippe, and other strang- 
ers of distinction, whom the French Bevoliition drove into 
exile, were entertained with princely profusion and elegance 
at Richmond Hill. With Talleyrand and Volney, Burr became 
particulsrlj intimate. The one particular in which Richmond 
ffill surpassed the other houses of equal pretensions, was ita 
library. From his college days. Colonel Burr )iad been a 
Bealoas buyer of books, and his stock had gone on increasing 
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dit, on attauing tn the dignity of householder, he was nbb to 
give to bis niisucUaneous colleulion somelliing of tliti oom- 
pleteness of a library. It was customary thon for gentlemen 
to have accounts with booksellers in London, and the arrival 
of the Englisti packet was an event of interest to persons of 
taste from the literary treasures it usually brought. Colonel 
Burr was one of those who bad their London bookseller ; to 
whom lie was an excellent cnstomor. It is cvidetit enough, 
from Itis cr-rrespondence, that hia favorite authors were still 
those whom the "well-constituted mind§"of that day regarded 
with admiring horror. The volumes of Gibbon's History were 
appearing in thoso years, striking the orthodox world with 
wonder and disina} . They bad a very hearty welcome in the 
circle at Richmond Hill. Colonel Burr read them, and oflen, 
while absent from home at some distant court, reminds his wife 
of their esccUence, and urges her to study them with care. 
Indeed, Gibbon was an author quite ader Anron Burr's own 
heart. 

Another name of horror, a few years later, was William 
Godwin (Charles Lamb's friend), the most amiable of the 
hnman sjieuies, and, one would noui suppose, the moat harm- 
less, lie was one of those lovers of his kind who believe in 
mail as s^nts once believed in God. A passionate lover of 
justice, a passionate liater of wrong, he waged a well-meant, 
iDefieotual wartiire against the State of Tlilngx. Ho held opin- 
ions respecting the Rights of Woman, Mai-riage and Divorce, 
»nd the Administration of Justice, which are peculiarly ob- 
noxious to persons of a conservative cast of character. Burr 
liked this man and his writings. In one of the letters in 
which Hamilton recounts the enoimities of Bnrr, he says, by 
way of climax, that ho had heard him talk rank Qadvnniam! 
Of Mary Wolstoncroft, the wife of William Godwin, Burr 
tiad an cxqui^te portrait among his few pictures. 

Jeremy Beotham was another of his favorites. At a time 
when the mrre name of tlie great Apostle of Utilitarianism 
waa known only to half a dozen of the most intelligetit minda 
on this side of the Atlantic, Colonel Burr was a reader of bin 
works, and conceived for their author the highest opinion. 



156 I.IFB or i,ABON BDBR. 

Benthamism faas had its day; it only exut teg wonder tn as 
DOW tbat HO estimable a man should have found delight in 
Btich dreary doctrine ; but it is certain that to be a reader of 
Benthara during the period now under consideration, was lo 
be a partaker of the most advanced thought of the time. 
Benthamism was, as a, great critic haa remarked, " a deler- 
minate being, what all the world, in a cowardly, half-aiid-lialf 
manner, was tending lo be," " An eyeless hcrolam," the 
same writer styles it. Along with Burr, Albert Gallatin was 
a lover of Bentham; and it is likely enough that Burr de- 
nved bis first knowledge of Bentham through Gallatin. 

The " Edinburg Review," Scott's early poems, the Macken- 
ee'B and Miss Burnelt'B novels, in a word, all the attractive 
literature of the day, found its way, very soon after publica- 
tion, to Richmond Hill. 

What happy years were those which Colonel Burr passed 
in the practice of the law in New York, before ho was drawn 
into the political vortex ! UIs wife was full of aflTection and 
helpfulness, making him the happiest of men while he was at 
home, and superintending, with wise vigilance, his office and 
his household when he was abroad. Her two sons were stu 
dentB at law in Colonel Burr's office, and aided him most 
essentially in the prosecution of his business. One of them 
frequently accompanied him on his journeys as an amanuensis 
and clerk, while the other represented him in the office in 
Naw York. Little Theodosia, a lovely, rosy-cheeked child, 
all grace and intelligence, wwB the delight of the household. 
The letters that passed between Colouel Burr and his wife, 
after they had been several years mariicd, read like the pas- 
nionate outpourings of Italian lovers in the first month of their 
betrothal. 

Once, in telling him of the safe arrival of a packet of hia 
letters, she draws an enchanting picture of a happy home. It 
was just before dinner, she says, when the teltei-s arrived, and 
the children were dispersed at various employments. " I fur 
Dished the mantelpiece with the contents of the packet. Wlien 
dinner was served up they were called. You know the usuol 
eagerness on this occasion. They were all seated but Bar'.ow, 
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irhen hi) espied the letters ; the stirprifle, the joy, the excla- 
mations exceed description. The greatest stoic would have 
forgot himself. A silent tear betrayed me no pkUosoplier. A 
most joyous repast succeeded. We talked of our happiness, 
of our first of blessings, our best of papas. I enjoyed, my 
Aaron, the only happiness that could accrue fi'otn your ab- 
sence. It was a momentary compensation ; the only one I 
ever experienced." Then she tells him how happy his letter 
had made her. '' Your Iiitters," she adds, " alwaysafibrd me ft 
singular satiaracti<?n ; a. senBation entirely my own ; this was 
peculiarly so. It wrought slrangely on my mind and spirits, 
]Uy Aaron, it was replete with tenderness ! with the most 
lively affection, I read and re-read, till aft-^d I should gel it 
by rote, and mingle it with common ideas. Profane the sacred 
pledge 1 No ; it shall not be. I will economize the boon." 

In another letter she describes the inane behavior of soma 
foolish guests with whom the tamily had been bored, and tells 
him bow rejoiced she was to observe that the children all had 
sense enough to despitte them. "I really believe, my dear," 
she proceeds, " that low parents can boast of children whose 
minds are so prone to virtue. I see the reward of our assi- 
duity with inexpressible delight, with a giatitude few experi- 
ence. My Aaron, they have gialcful ht^arts ; some circum- 
flbtnceB prove it, which I shall relate to you with singular 
pleasure at your return." 

Another passage, acknowledging the arrival of letters, is 
very remarkable. It was written when they had been live 
years married, " What language," she exclaims, " can express 
the joy, the gratitude of Theodosia ? Stage after stage with- 
out a line. Thy usual punctuality gave room for every fear; 
vaiious conjectures filled every breast. One of our sons was 
to have departed lo-morrow in quest of the beat of friends 
and &tl'.cra. This morning we waited the stage with impa- 
tience. Shrondcr went frequently before it arrived ; at length 
relumed — 710 UUtr. We were struck dninb with disappoint- 
]n«nt. Bartow set out to mquire who were the passengers; 
in a very few minutes returned exulting — a packet worth the 
treaeurcB of the universe. Joy brightened every &cc ; all 
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expressed their past anxielies; tl^eir present Iiappinoss. To 
enjoy was the first vesull. Each matlo choice of what they 
could boat relish. Porter, aweet wine, chocolate, and gwee^ 
meats made the moat deliglitfiil repast that could be Hhnred 
n-illiout thee. The servants were made to feel their lord wai 
toell, are at this instant toasting his health and bounty ; while 
the boys are obeying thy dear commands, thy Theodosia fltea 
to Bpeak her heartfelt joys: — her Aaron safe, mistress of the 
hewt she adores ; can she ask more ? has Heaven more to 
Iprani f " 

Her letters are not all in this ecstatic strain. She tnlks of 
business, of books, of passing eventa. Catharine of Russia 
was then filling the world with the noise of her exploits. Mi* 
Burrwiites: "The Empress of Russia is as successful as I 
wish her. What a glorious figure will she make on the his- 
torical page 1 Can you form an idea of a more happy mortal 
than she will be when seated on the throne of Constantinople? 
How her ambition will be gratified ; the opposition and threats 
of Great Britain will increase her triumpli. I wish I had wil 
and impoitance enough to write her a congratulatory letter. 
The ladies should deify her, and consecrate a temple to hor 
praise. It is a diverting thought that the mighty Emperor of 
the Turks should be subdued by a woman. How enviable 
that she alone should be the avenger of her sex's wrongs for 
so many ages past. She seems to have awakened Justice, 
who appears to be a sleepy dame in the cause of injured inno- 
cence." 

Colonel Burr's replies to these warm epistles are couched 
in the language of sincere anil joyous love. Befoi'e the mar- 
riage there was a certain pereniptoriness of tone in his letters to 
her, not usual, and not quite pleasing, in the letters of a lover. 
His letters after marriage were moi'e tender, without being 
less considerate. A few sentences will sufiice to give an idea 
of their usual manner. 

The following is perfectly characteristic: "This morning 
came your kind, your affectionate, your truly welcome letter 
of Monday evening. Where did it loiter so long? Nothing 
in my absence is so flatterng to me aa your health and cheet 
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llilticsa. I then oontemplate nolbing so ei^rly an my rcLiirn , 
amuse myself with idciis of my own hnppini?s3, and dwell un 
thesivci't domestic joyavvliirlj I raiu-y pri;|jared forme. Noth- 
ing -ia-BU-unilkuiliy tQ_Gvei'y epeuuH- of enjuymeot 03 mcUn- 
■oboly. QluoDlt however dressed, however caused,. is incom- 
patible with fi-iend^iiji. They cnn not have pliice in the mind 
nt the same time, It in the secret, the maligriimt foe of senti- 
ment and love." 

He writes much respecting the cliildren. " The letters of 
oiir dear cliildren are a feast. Every part of them is pleasing 
■nd interesting, * * • To hear that they are employed, 
that no time is absolutely wasted, is the most flatteiing of any 
thing that c-iii be told me of them. It insures their affection, 
or is the best evidence of it. It insures, in its consequences, 
every thing I am ambitious of iu them. Endeavor to pre- 
Kcrve I'egiilnrity of horn's ; it conduces eiiceedingly to industry. 
• * * My love to the smiling little girl. I received hei 
letter, bnt not llie pr«tty things. I continually plan my return 
with childish impnliencc, and fancy a thousand incidents which 
render it more interesting." 

Going to Albany was a serious undertaking in those days. 
From Albany, on one occasion, he writes: "The hoadaoh* 
with which I left New York grew so extreme, that, finding il 
impossible to proceed in the stage, the view of a vessel ofi 
Tarrytown, under full sail before the wind, tempted me to go 
on board. We reached West Point that night, and lay there 
at anchor near throe days. After a variety of changes from 
sloop to wagon, froTn wagon to canoe, and from cnnoe to sloop 
again, I reached this place last evening, I was able, however, 
to land at Rhinebeclc on Thursday evening, and there wrote 
you a letter," 

One of Colonel Burr's letters to his wife, written in the sev- 
enth year of their married life, gives us an idea of the playful 
badiuago for which his conversation was remarkable, but 
which appears unfrcquenlly in h\i letters. He had hud ^ome 
tlionghts of buying a romantic spot, called Fort Johnson, i)e- 
•lirablc, also, as property. Sht, it appears, was not in favor of 
the purchase, iind advised him not even to revisit the lovely 
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scene, Icat he should be tempted to buy it. Bui he did visit 
it, And wrote her :i very pleasant, and humorous account of 
the result : 

" Tbeo. ! there is the most delightful grove — ao dark 
oned with vxeping wifltws, that at noonday a naceptibk 
&noy like youia would mistake it for a bewitdiing moonligh 
evening. These sympatliixing willows, too, exclude even the 
prying eye of curiosity. Here no rude noise interrupts tli 
Kotlest whisper. Here no harsher sound is heard than the 
wild cooings of the gentle dove, the gay thrasher's animated 
warblea, sod the sofl murmurs of the passing brook. Really, 
Fheo., it is charming. 

" I should have told you that I am speaking of Fort John- 
son, where I have spent a day. From lliis amiable bower 
you ascend a gentle declivity, by a winding.path, to a cluster 
of lofty oaks and locnsts. Here nature ussumes a more august 
appearance. The gentle brook, which murmured sort below, 
here bursts a cataract. Here you behold the stately Mohawk 
roll his majestic wave along the lofly Apalachians. Hero the 
mind assumes a nobler tone, and ia occupied by siiblimer ob- 
jects. What there was tenderness, here swells to rapture. It 
is truly charming. 

" The windings of this enchanting brook form a lovely isl- 
and, variegated by the most sportive hand of nature, This 
shall be yours. We will plant it with jasmins and wood- 
bine, and call it Cyprus. It seems formed for the residence 
of the loves and the gi-aces, and is therefore yours by the best 
of titles. It is indeed most charming. 

'* But I could fill sheets in description of the beauties of this 
romantic place. We will reserve it for the subject of many on 
amusing hour. And besides being little in the haliil of the 
sublime or poetical, I grow already out of breath, and begin 
to felter, as you perceive, I can not, however, omit, the moat 
interesting and important circumstance; one which I had 
rather communicate to you in this way than face to face. I 
know that you was opposed to this journey to Fort Johnson 
It ia, therefore, with the greatest regret that I communicate 
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the event ; and you are not unacquainted with my induce- 
ments to it. 

" In many thin^ I am indeed unhappy in possensing a sin- 
gularity of tiisle; particularly unhappy when that taste differs 
in any llmi<i_fi:crn_ yours. But we can not control necesKtty, 
hough we oflcTi persuade onrselves that certain things are 
ur elioioe, when in truth we have been unavoidably impelled 
to tliem. In the instance I am going lo rel.tle, I shall not ex- 
amine whether I have been govenicd by mere fancy, or by 
motives of expediency, or by caprice ; you will probably say 
the latter. 

" My dear Theo., arm yourself with all your fortitude. I 
know you have muoh of it, .ind I hope that upon tliis occasion 
you will not fail to exercise it. I abhor preface and preamble, 
and don't know why I have now used it so freely. Bui I am 
well aware thai what I am going to relate needs much apol- 
ogy from me, and will need much to yoii. If I am the ua- 
wilhng, the nnfortnnale instrument of depriving you of any 
part of your promised gfiyety or pleasure, I hope you are too 
generous to aggravate the misfortune by ujibraiding me with 
il. Be assured (l hope the assurance is needles.^), that what- 
ever diminishes your happiness equally impairs mine. In 
short, then, for I grow tedious both to you and myself; and 
to procrastinate the relation of disagreeable events only gives 
Ihem poignancy ; in short, then, my dear Theo., the beauty 
of this same Fort Johnson, the fertility of tlie soil, the com- 
tnodiuusness and elegance of the buildings, the great value of 
the mills, and the very inconsiderable piice which was asked 
for the whole, have not induced me to purchase It, and prob- 
ably never will : in the confidence, however, of meeting your 
forgiveness. I am, etc., etc." 

One who reads this warm and lender correspondence re- 
oeives the impression that it gushed froTn hearts that confided 
m one another, and that were worthy one another's confidence. 
It was a very happy family, Paionls, children, servants, 
seemed all to have delighted in one another, and to have been 
animati'd by a common detiire for the happiness of the whole 
oirde. To his two step-sons, Colonel Burr was liberal in the 



163 LIVH OF AJlBOB BITKB. 

extreme, un>l look die liveliest possible interest in their aJ- 
vancetneiit, Tlio little Theodosla was now beginning ber edn- 
cation, every step of wlilch was thoughtfully superintended by 
her father. From her earliest years, she bep;aii to manifest a 
mngnl^ almost morbid fondness for her father, who, on hia 
part, was resolved that she shonld be peerlesa among Lin: la- 
dies of her time. Courage and /ox^tude wore his darling 
virtues. Ho began to teach bis daughter these, at an age 
when most parents are teaching their chi'dren efieminacy. 
He would encourage her to go alone in the dark, to the least 
frequented parts of his large rambling house, and to sleep in 
a room by herself. He urged her to restrain her cries when 
she was hart, and to overcome her appetite for injurious deli- 
cacies. To such an extent did he carry discipline of this kind, 
that visiiore sometimes received the impression that lie was a 
hard, unloving father ; as people will of those rare parents who 
prefer to promote the lasting good of their children, even at 
the expense of their present pleasure. The servants of the 
femily, most of whom wer^ slaves, were taught to read. 

In these years, there was not a spot upon the brightness o£ 
his good name. A rising lawyer, devoted to business, avoid- 
ing politics, happy at home, honored abroad, welcome in the 
most refined and elevated circles, and sliining in them with all 
the luster of a striking person, graceful mannei-s and a pol- 
ished wit — who would have predicted for him any thing but 
a career of still increasing brilliancy, a whole life-time of hon- 
orable exertion, and a name that would have been distinction 
to all who bore, or should inherit it? 

True, a discerning person, a man who should have seen him 
much, and obseiTed him closely, would havo noted that in 
much of his intercourse witholliers, there was a flavor of false- 
hood. Women be always flattered. He did it on principle. 
He sud their ruling passion was vanity, which, he always mdn- 
tained, was a harmless and amiable failing. He flattered titem 
with an adroitness seldom equaled, contriving always to praise 
those qualities, upon the fancied possession of which they most 
valued tftemgelvM ; which is, of all flattery, the most irresisti- 
ble. But this habit was, by no meann, altogether indncere 
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witU Colonel Barr. He really liked women, and all their 
lovely ways, and bad a great opinioD of their taste and oa> 
pacity. He preferred their eociety to that of men, at all pe- 
riods of life — which is DOt a good sign. And women, with 
scarcely one exception in all his life, were warmly his friends — 
which is not an infallibly good sign. The men whom mm 
respect, the women whom women approve, are the men and 
women who bless their species. 

Burr's intercourse with men, too, was not always character- 
ised by the benrtiness and directness which are dear to the 
Saxon heart. He succeeded best with young men and with un- 
Bopbisticated elderly gentlemen. He had a rare faculty of in- 
spiring young men with his own ambition, and with his own 
contempt of danger, luxury, and ease. Many young men 
loved him almost with the love of woman, and made him their 
model, and succeeded in copying his virtues and his faults. 
He, on his pait, was really attached to them, would lake in- 
finite pains to form and advance them ; and succeeded in ao 
impi-inting his own character on theirs, that their career in 
Ufe was like his — ^glorious at the beginning, disastrous, if not 
disgraceful, at the close. 

The same discerning observer would have lamented Colonel 
Burr's carelessness with regard to money. He was excessively 
given to making presents, to making expensive additions to 
his house and grounds. His hospitality was sometimes pro- 
i\iBe in the extreme. Once, while a cert^n Major Prevost 
was gone to England, his whole family of young children 
were entertained at Colonel Burr's house. There was not 
that inslinotive counting of the cost which marks tlie character 
destined to live and die in prosperity. And, still worse, there 
was not that instinctive shrinking from debt, that caution not 
to incur obligations respecting the punctual discharge of which 
there b any reasonable doubt, which indicates the entirely 
honest man. At this period, however, this cardinal fault had 
not exhibited itself to a degree approaching immorality. 
Frofuseness of expenditure was then, as now, the prevalent 
vice of New York, and in conforming to the bad custom Cot> 
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one! fiuvr did only what mo8t of his neighbors did. Hamilton 
bimpsli, after fifteen years' successful practice of the law in the 
same courts with Burr, died scarcely solvent.* 

* In a former edition it was stated that Rofus King was one of the public 

laen of that day who mismanaged their private interest& Tliis was an error. 

[ learn that Mr. King, eminently faithful as he was to the public interests in 

he various liii^h offices which he filled, was a remarkably prudent manager 

f his privato fortune. After a lifetime of generous expenditure, he left * 

4Oiridi0rable Tiii*itft to his cdiildniL 
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CoLONEi. Burr's rise to eminence in the political world 
UM more rapid llian that of any other man who haa played a 
oonspicnous part in theaffiuraof the United States, Over the 
heads of tried and able poHUcianB, in a Stale where leading 
families had, for a centnry, nearly monopolized the offices of 
honor and emolument, he was advanced, in four years afler 
fairly entering the political arena, from a private station, first 
to the higlicst honor of the bar, next, to a seat in the national 
ootmcils, and then, to a competition withWaahtngton, Adams, 
Jefferson, and Clinton for the presidency itselC This point 
he reached when ho was but thirty-six yeais of age, without 
having originated any political idea or measure, without being 
fully committed to either of the two leading parties. 

To his colemporaries, no less than to recent writers of 
political history, the suddenness of his elevation was an enig^ 
ma. John Adams thought it was owing to the prestige of 
his father's and grandfather's name. Hamilton attributed it 
to Burr's unequalcd wire-pulling. Some thought it i 
military reputation. Others called it luck. His own circle 
of friends regarded his elevation as the legitimate result of a 
snperority to most of his rivals in knowledge, culture, and 
talents. No doubt aU of these were causes of his success. 
Perhaps some of the mystery will vanish before a v 
Ttateiuent of his political career. 
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Late in the aiitnmn of 1783, Colonel Burr, as wq have seen 
became a resident of the city of New York. In the upring 
of 1784 he waa elected a member of the legislature, and on 
the 12tU of October following, took his seat. Duiing the first 
seasion, he was not a diligent, nor, as it would seem, a pi-omi- 
nent member; attending only when important votes wera 
taken, and leaving the burden of legilsation to members of 
more leisure than himself But, at the second session, bo took 
a stand on a certain bill which made him at once the most 
conspiouoos of the members, and an object, out of doors, of 
equal hatred and admiration. 

A company of mechanics applied for an act of incorpora- 
tion, by which they would be enabled to hold land to an un- 
limited extent, and to wield power which, Colonel Burr 
thought, would finally endanger the independence of the city 
government. A great and wealthy Guild, unless limits were 
fixed to its growth and aulhoiity, would arise, he said, to 
direct the votes of the most numerous class in the community, 
and thus to overawe the government. Alone, amon^ the 
members from the city, he opposed this bill. His coarse cre- 
ated an intense excitement among the mechanics, some of 
whom threatened violence against his person and property; 
thus creating the circumstances in which, of all others, Aaron 
Burr was most fitted to shine. To danger he was constitu- 
tionally insensible. He stood firm in his opposition. When 
hb friends offered to protect bis house fiom assault, he adroitly 
said that he had no fear of violence from men of the Rev- 
olution, who had just made siich sacrifices to conquer the 
right of govei-ning themselves; and that, whatever might 
occur, he was able and prepared to protect himself. The bill 
passed; but was returned fiom the Council of Revision witfc 
Colonel Burr's objections, and was, therefore, lost. The cili 
Mms generally sided with Buit, and the meohaniea theniselveit, 
It is said, were, at least, so far convinced of the correctness ol 
his views as never to renew the application. 

Conduct like this, in a young and rismg lawyer, populai 
already for his galluitiy as a soldier, could not bat add to hi) 
fepuialion for cournge, a general confidence in hie firmness aaJ 
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address. It was calculated to win him frienda araonff liis ieyis- 
lative associattis, amoog the pi'operlied i:itizen3, and amoug 
the VGiy flass whose wishes he had opposed, who are not apt 
to [ike a man the less fur boldly and courteoiisly seltiug them 
right. It must also be borne in mind that a town of thirty 
thousand inhabitants is a theater upon which a shining action 
does not escape observation. 

At the same session, a bill was introdnced into the legisla- 
ture for the gradual abolltJua of slavery in the Stale. Burr 
was in favor of a speedier extinction of the anomaly, and moved 
to amend the bill so as to totally abolish slavery after a certiun 
day. His amendment having been rejected, he voted for the 
originat bill, which was lost. 

Then followed three yeai's of political calm In t)ie State of 
New York, during which the name of Aaron Burr does not 
appear in politics. 

During the period that elapsed between the conclusion of 
peace in ITB3, and the formation of the Constitution in 1TS7, 
the question uj>on which parties in this State were divided 
was this : What are the rights of the Torien in this common- 
wealth ? Shall we Whigs, triumphant over them after a seven 
years' contest, regard them as defeated enemies or a» mis- 
taken fellow-citizens? Shall the auiraosiiios and disabilities 
of the war be keptnp and chciished, or shall the victors maji- 
nanimoiisly let bygones be bygones? 

In this controversy, there were three parties. 

First, the Tories themselves, some of whom were blind 
enough to think that England, after breathing awhile, wonM 
attempt, and successfully too, to regain her colonies, the lost 
jewels of her diadem. Others, less infatuated, hoped, that 
after the first soreness of the war was over, the Tories would 
enjoy in the State the preSminence they had had in the colony 
Others, disfranchised for their active hostility to the Revolu- 
tion, were humble suitors for a restoration to est.Ues and em- 
ployment. All of these were, of course, for granting the 
Tories all the rights and privileges of citizenship. 

Secondly, the Whigs, who had borne the burdens and hard- 
Uiipii of the war ; many of whom bad lost fortune, health, re- 
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lalions, friends, in the straggle ; all of whom having seen that 
sli'Ligglu pi'olonged and embittered by Tory mnduiintions, had 
learned to hntu a Toiy ivorsc' than a Britisli soldier. These 
men wore indignant at the idea of conceding any thing to 
Tories, They deinaiidrd to enjoy the fruits of their triumph 
withont sliaring them with the enemy. 

Thirdly, between these extreme parties, there was, us osoal, 
a class of people who wcro in &vor of making some. concessions 
to the Tories, and of gindiially restoring nil who would pro- 
fess loyalty to the new order of things, to equal privilegei 
with the Whigs. 

Colonel Burr was a Whig of the decided school, one of 
those who weru called violent Whigs. This was the popular 
party of that day. That he took an open and active part ia 
the discussion of the various Whig and Toiy questions, does 
not appear, but iio waa ehsstd with the extreme Whigs, and 
acted atterward, and on other questions, with that party. 

As thci'c were three parties, so there were three groups of 
leading partiEans, 

There were, lirst, the Clintons, of whom George Clinton, 
Governor of the State, was the important person. Uo was the 
undisputed leader of the popular party. He had bqen gov- 
ernor since 1777, and was re-elected, every other year, to that 
office, for eighteen yeiirs. The Clintons, as a family, were not, 
at this time, either nnmeious or riub ; but George Clinton, an 
able, tough, wary, sell-willed man, wielding, with unusual tact, 
the entire patronage of the State, and dear to the affections ot 
the great mass of tlie people, is an imposing figure in the pol- 
itics of the time, and must ever be regarded as the Chief Man 
of the State of New York, during the earlier years of its in- 
dependent existence. De Witt Clinton, a nephew of the gov- 
ernor, was a student in Columbia College at this time. The 
Clintons wore all strong characters, retaining something of the 
Gery, obstinate, north-of-Ireland disposition which their ances- 
lor brought with him from over the sea, in 171S. They were 
ihorough Whig-s all of them, though, it was said, the founder 
of the family van a royalist in the time of ChurloH I., and Sed 
to Ireland to avoid the enmity of the Roundheads. 
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'ith the age ami country in which he lived. No more had 
Hamilton, as Hamilton well knew, and bitterly confessed. Bat 
tint to anticipate, it is enough lieie to say that the Schuyler 
party, as useil and led by Alexander Hamilton, was the one 
moat directly opposed to the Clintonn. Oenei'al Schuyler had 
been a competitor with Georgi; Clinton for the governorship 
in 1J7T, and his disappointment, it was thought, was still 
very fresh in the general's recollection. 

But there was a third fnmily in the State, whiuh, merely as 
■ &mily, was more important than the Clintons or Schnylerx, 
This was the Livingston family — rich, numerous, and influen- 
tial. At the time we are now comudering, there were nine 
members of this family in public life — politicians, judges, cler- 
gymen, lawyers — of whom several were of national celebrity. 
AdcI besides those who bore the name of Livingston, there 
. wei'e distinguished and aspiring men who had married daugh- 
ters of ^he family. The Livingstons hnd been rooted in the 
State for more than a hundred years, and the circle of their 
eoDoections embraced a great proportion of the leading peo- 
ple. Robert R. Livingston, a member of Congress in 1776, 
one of the committee who drew up the Declaration of Inde- 
jMSOdonce, a conspicuous framer of the Constitution, aflenvard 
its stanch supporter, in later years the patron of Uoliort Ful- 
ton, and therefore immortal, was at this period the head ana 
prido of the Livingston family. 

These were the thiee fiimilies. The Clintons had power 
the Livingstons hnd ntimbera, the Schuylers had Hiimilton 
Neither of the three wa.s strong enough to overcome the 
other two united, and any two united conld triumph over the 
third. 

Such sLitemcnts as these must, of course, be taken with 
proper allowance. A thousand influences enter into politics, 
kod general statements are only outline truths. Nevertheless, 
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in a Stale where only freeholders have a vote, and where there 
are not more than twelve oi fourteen thottsand freeholdera, the 
influence of great families, if wielded by men of force and tal- 
ent, will be, in the long rnn, and in great crises, controlling 
It was so in the State of New York for twenty years after lh« 
Revolution. 

For some years after coming to New York, Colonel Siiir 
held aloof from these faotiona. Absorbed in the practice of 
his profession and the education of his family, he was not 
reckoned among the politicians. And when, at length, he 
entered the political held, it was not as an allyof either of the 
&inilies, bnt as an independent power wlio profited by their 
dissensions, and wielded the influence of two to crnsli the mora 
obnoxious thii'd. He had a party of his own, that served htm 
instead of family connections. Gradually certain yount^meiLof . 
the town, who had nothing to hope from the ruling power^ am- 
bitious, like himself, were drawn into his circle, and inspired 
with his own energy and resolution. They were devoted to 
their chief, of whose abilities they had an extravagant opinion. 
In every quarter, they sounded the praises of the man who, 
they said, was the bravest soldier, the ablest lawyer, and the 
most accomplished gentleman of his day ; endowed with equal 
valor and prudence ; formed to shine in every scene, and to 
succeed in every enterprise. Burr's mi/rmidons, these young 
gentlemen were styled by General Hamilton. The 7tnf/i 
Iiegion, they were proudly called by TheoOosia, the daughter 
They were not as numerous as llie yonng lady's expression 
would imply, but they were such efficient co-workers with 
their chief, that the Burrites formed a fourth parly in the 
State, and wore a recognized power in it years after the leader 
had vanished from the scene. This party, as far as I can 
ascertain, was a merely personal one ; its objects, victory and 
glory. Consisting at first of half a doiten of Burr's personal 
friends, it grew in numbers with his advancement, until, aa 
just intimated, it became a formidable " wing" of the great 
Republican parly. 

During the snmmer of 1787, all minds were fired npon tb« 
firocecdings of the conventit n that was foi-ming the Consutu 
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tioD under which we now live. The science of government 
never bad such a tliorongh discusdon its it then received at the 
bands of editurs, patuphletcei-B, and way-side poUticiatis. Shall 
we have a sirong ami splendid central goveniinenti reducing 
sovereign States to the_.rank of departments; or shall these 
Bovercign States merely form .a federal Uiiion", for mtitnai Ao- 
fense ? That was the question. In September, thti Conslltu- 
lion, which was a compromise between ihe.tivo systems, and 
which, therefore, was qriite satisfactory tojoobody, was sub- 
mitted to the States for each to ratify or reject. How eagerly 
u)d how long, with what ability and learning, the question of 
ratification or rejei^tion was discussed in this State, need not 
be recounted here. Governor Clinton, protid of the State he 
governed, and foreseeing its destiny, thought it was required 
by the new Constitution to concede too much to the centntl 
ftuthority, and to throw away the magnificent advantnges of 
its position. He led the party who opposed ratification. 
Hamilton, who may almost be called the author of th« Con- 
BtHution, was of course its ablest champion. Jay, RobertJB. 
I^vingston, General Schu^r, the V.in Rensselaers, were all 
itrenuuns in its support, and it was the union of the Living- 
ston intiuenco with the Schuyler, on this great question, that 
added New York to'the States that had accepted the Con- 
Btitiition. William Livingston, the reader is aware, was one 
of the framers of the instrument. 

It is a significant fact that there should be no trace of Aaron 
Burr in » controversy so interesting and so vital as thb. Mr- 
Davis says ho was " neutral" on the question, Hamilton says 
his " conduct was equivocal." He was in no portion that 
obliged him publicly to espouse either side of the question, 
and his was not the kind of intellect to shine in the pages of 
" The Federalist." His letters show, thalwTiiro'this siibject was 
m agitation, he was immersed in la^v business. .In commou 
with most of the leading men of that time, including the 
framers of the Constitution, and particularly Hamilton, he had 
a low opinion of the merits of the new system, as a piece of 
poUlicalmadiinery. Conversing with a gentleman on the sub- 
ject, toward the c<ose of hia life, he used language like this 
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"When ill e Const! lull on was first framed," said bo, "I pre- 
diclf^d that it would not last filly years. I was mistaken. It 
will evidently last loD(;er than that. But I was mistaken only 
in point of time. The ci'asli will come, but not quite as soon 
as I thought." 

Though ihe New York Convention accepted ihc Constitu- 
tion by a mnjority of only three raembers, in a House of filly- 
seven, yet, after the question was disposed of, there was a 
powerful reaction in favor of the Federal party. The feeling 
was general that the "Constitution must be supported, and 
fairly tried. In the city, the anti-Federalists, as a party, were 
almost annihilated, and it was many a year before they gained 
the ascendancy. 

It was in the spring of 1788, when the Federal majonty in 
the city was overwhelming, and in the State considerable, that 
Coloiitl Burr first appears in poHlical history as the candidate 
of the anti-Federal party. On the walls of the L-ity, in the 
month of April, appeared a handbill announcing to the shat- 
tered remnant of the popular party, that 

"The Sons of Liberty, who are again called upon 
TO contk!JD with thk siiELTBiiaD aliens, who have, bt the 

CX>CRTESY OF OUR OWN COUNTRY, BEKN PEBSIITrEn TO BKMAIN 
AUONU LS, WILL OIVK TUEIR SUPPORT TO THE rOLLOWINO 

ticket: Wit.LiAU DEjriNu, Melakctbon Smttb, Mariuus 
WiLLET, AND Aaron Bukk," 

With this nomination, I presume. Colonel Burr had little to 
do. The ticket was probably run merely to keep the party 
together. Yet, as alter making every allowance that even 
charity requires. Colonel Burr's coarse as a politician can. not 
be praised, it is only fiur to bear in mind ttiat when the po])u- 
lar paily acemud hopelessly crushed, was the time when he 
first allowed his name to be iduniitied with it. 

The next year, 1789, there was an election for governor, 
and the victorious Federalists, nnder Hamilton, had hopes of 
ousting Governor Clinton, who was a candidate for refileclion 
Clinton, however, was so rooted in the affections of the peo« 
pie, that Hamilton despaii'ed of electing an opposition candi 
date by direct means. Ho therefore resorted to a m:ineuvec 
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iriiicb be would have eloquently dtinoanced if it had been di. 
vised by Burr. Chief Justice Morns, It was generally sup- 
posed and desired, would have been llie regular Federa- 
oandidaie. But six weeks before tbe cleclioii, Hiimiltor' 
<allcd a meeting in New York of moderate meQ of both 
)arlie3, who nominated, as tbR opposing candidate. Judge 
Yates, an anti-Federalist, but a man, it was thought, who would 
be supjiorled by enongh Federalists to accomplish Hamilton'* 
object, the downfall of Clinton. Judge Yatea was one oi 
Burr's most intimate friends. When Colonel Burr was at 
Albany in 1782, endeavoring to conqner the apposition of tbe 
lawyei's to hts premature, irregular admission to the bar 
Judge Ynies rendered him essential aervice, which laid the 
foundation of a lasting and cordial friendship between them. 
On every political question since. Colonel Burr and Judge 
Yates had felt and acted together. With Governor Clinton 
he had no particular relations. In this movement, tberefora 
to elevate his old and venerated friend, Colonel Burr joined, 
and bis name appears, with that of Hamilton, William Duer 
and Robert Ti-oup, as one of the committee of correspondence 
appointed to promote the object. Yates accepted, and Morrif 
was induced to decline the nomination. The Fedemlists b 
sued an address, in which with singular absurdity, they avon 
apre/erence for Morris, but a determination to vole for Yates, 
as Yates was the only man to beat Clinton with. Tbe tiick 
nearly succeeded. Clinton received 6,391 votes ; Yates, 
6,962 : majority for Clinton, 429. 

This is the only instance in which Hamilton and Burr ever 
acted in politics together. There is a tendency in human na- 
ture to heap obloquy upon a public man who is irretrievably 
down; and, accordingly, I find writers, who give an account 
of this election, attributing political inconsistency and maneu- 
veiing to Burr. On the contrary, it was Hamilton who was 
inconsistent, and who maneuvered. As yet Burr was no poll- 
tician. Nothing was more natnral or more proper than his 
anpport of an old friend, with whom ho was in political ao. 
tord, 

Qovomor Clinton was evidenCy of that opinion, for, four 
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mortha after the election, he offered Burr the Attorney-Gen 
eralship of the State. This was a tribute to the lawyer merely. 
The oIBce was important and lucrative, but it was not given, 
at that day, as a mattei' of course, to a partizan. For some 
days after the offer was made, Colonel Burr hesitated lo accept 
it, not fi'om any dislike to the office, as he informed the gov- 
ernor, hut from other ciictim stances known to both, and there- 
fore not mentioned. September 25th he signified his wil- 
liagness to accept, and on tlie 2Tth he was appointed. It U 
conceded, I believe, by every one, that during the two year§ 
that Colonel Burr held this office, its duties were performed 
by him with punctilious correctness and e£(;ienay. 

In March, 1790, the Attorney- General was named one ot 
three com mission era, upon whom the legislature devolved the 
duty of classifying and deciding upon the claims -of individuals 
for services rendered and losses sust^uned in the revolutionary 
war. These olaimanls were numberless. Some of them had 
served in the State militia, some in the Continental army, and 
some in both. Others had supplied provisions to both de- 
eciiptioiiB of Iroopa. Many had had iheir estates overrun, 
their houses pillaged or burnt by the foe. Some of the claims 
were for many thousands of dollars, others for the value of a 
few bushels of oate or tons of hay. Of coui'se, in the thi'oog 
of rightful claimnints mingled not a few rogues, whose ao 
counts needed the closest scrutiny. And when the justice of 
a daim was establislied, it was oft^^n a difficult point to decide 
whether it was the general government, or the State govern- 
tnent that ought to discharge it. In many cases both seemed 
liable, and the oommiaeioiiers had to decide in what propor- 
tion. The investigation was continued at intervals for the 
period of two years, at the expiration of which the Attorney' 
General drew up a report, which was presented to the legisla- 
ture, and aooepted by that body without opposition or amend- 
ment. The report was chiefly remarkable for its clear and 
CODoise statement of the principles upon which claims had 
been allowed, rejected, or excluded from consi delation. ThoM 
principles were made the basis of all future settlements with 
revolutionary oreditors in this State, and Colonel Burr gained 
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mnch ID reputation from Ihe ability with which they were de- 
veloped in the report. 

The Attornoy-General in 1791 was appointed to serve oil 
another comniission of great iiuporlaace, the ixsne of which 
wits lint prodnctive of reputation to any one. 

The State, at this lime, was in pressing need of money, and 
exceedingly rich in land. At the oloao of t!ie wav, there were 
«evcii millions of acres of land belongitig to the Stale, that 
were still wild and waste. The ningiufi intent and prodactive 
region now known as wcslern New York, the garden of the 
oortfaern States, was then a wilderness inlialtited by Indians, 
snd traversed only by Indian trails. Indeed the entire State oi 
New York, except its soutlieni extremity and the shores of the 
Hudson river, was in the same primeval condition. It was 
one of the great qaestions of State policy, from 1T83 to 1791, 
how to gel the wild lands isold and settled. Vtirious laws had 
been passed to facilitate the object, but it had progressed with 
provoking slowness, unti), in 1791, the Stale treasury being in 
extreme need of replenishment, and a whole army of creditors 
waiting only tlie award of the commissioners to present and 
press their claims, it was resolved to force the lands to a sale. 
To this end, the legislature, by a vote nearly or quite unan- 
imous, authorized the Commissioners of the Land Otiice to 
" dispose of any of the waste and unappropriated lands in the 
State, in such parcels, on such terms, and in such manner, as 
they shall judge most conducive to the interests of the State." 
Rowel's more unlimited were never confided to any body of 
men. The Commissioners were, the Governor, the Secre- 
tary of State, the Attorney -General, the Treasurer, and tha 
Auditor. 

Then followed some of the most cKtraordinary land sftlei 
that even this richly-landed continent has known. In the 
course of the summer, the Com mission ers sold the enormous 
quantity of five and a half millions of acres, at an average 
price of about eighteen cents per acre. It was sold in pro- 
digious tracts, the number of purchasers not exceeding the 
number of millions of acres disposed of. One tract brought 
ihree shillings an aero ; another, two shillings ; another, one 
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abilllng. Tlie most astounding sale of all wna one to Alex 
aader McCorab of more ihan tliree million six faim<)i-cd llioii 
sand aci't-s, »t tlie gecmingly ridiculous price of vight penue 
per acre, to be paid iii five annual installments I Tlic Btim re- 
alized by all tlie sates was a million and tliiity thousand dol- 
Ini-s, not more lUan half of wliioh was immediatfly available, 
Wlien tliese salea were made public a great outcry arose in 
all parts of tlie State, and resolutions of censure wei-e moved 
in tlie legislature, It was everywhere charged that Governor 
Clinton had a personal interest in the Mncomb purchase. 
Colonel Burr, it was shown, had bad no part in elTuuthig tha 
sales, as he was absent on official duly when they httd taken 
place. At the time, therefore, he escaped the odium of the 
transaction, and it was reserved for subsequent periods of 
political contention to connect his name with them. Tlie Com- 
missioners leplied, first, by denying, point-blank, that any of 
their number had the eligh test personal interest ineitberof the 
Bales ; which was, u n question a I j|y, the fact. They said, too, 
what no one could deny, that they had not transcended the 
power confided to them by the legisl.iture ; that no better 
terms could be obtained for the lands ; and that the chief ob- 
ject of the State in selling was to bring private interest to 
bear upon getting the lands sold tb actual setllci^s. "fhe Com- 
missioners were, at length, completely exonerated, and the 
sales which tbcy made really had the effect of hastening the 
Bettlcmenl of the lands. Experience, I believe, has proved 
that if there miul be speeulaliou in wild lands, the people's 
own domain, it is a leas evil to sell it in tracts too large to be 
retained in the hands of the speculator, than in quantities 
which are likely to be held by individuals till tho toil of sur- 
rounding settlers has enhanced their value, 
V- In January, 17 31, occurred what is regarded as the great 
mystery of Colonel Burr's political career, !Ie was elected to 
represent the Stiilo of New York in the Senate of the United 
States. Kufus King ami Philip Schuyler were the tirst Uni- 
ted States Senators chosen by the State of New York ; and, as 
General Schuyler had drawn the short term, his seat would 
become vacant on the 4th of March, 1791. He was a candi 
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■late fot leSlection. B-side being in tictual possessioo of ihe 
wat, he liad the advantage of old renoivn, inffiiential conneo- 
tions, and iliu pou-eiful aid of Uarailtoti, now liic conliitential 
man of Washington's admtnisti-ation, and in tlio full tidn of hiH 
great tinnncial meaiinrcs. jtbovc all, the FcdernhHta had a 
majcuity in the legi.ilaLure which was to elect the Senator, and 
Schnylei' wan the most federal of FcdiTiillsts. Aaron Bnrr was 
a yming man of Lhiity-Iive, notlcnowii in national politics, with 
noebims upon either parly, and with few advantages which 
were not jiei-sonal. Yet, upon General Schnylcr'a nomination, 
he WHS at once, and decisively, rejected j and, immediately 
ftfter. when Aaron linrr was proposed, lie was, npoii t!io fii-st 
vote, in both Honses, elected, >^ixteen Senators voted, of 
whom twelve voted fur Burr. In the Assembly, Burr's ma- 
jority was five. 

Tlic newspapers of the time throw no light upon the causes 
of Bun's election, They record the vote, without a wort? 
of comment. No cotcniporary record or memoir explains it 
Mr. Davis says nothing about it. In the pamphlet war of 
1B04, Bun's viluperators frequently laimt him with having 
gained this great step without having done any serviub enti- 
tling liim to it, bill they do not as mncli as hijit nt the means 
by which it was gained. Of recent liislorians, the amiable and 
ftir-mlndcd Dr. Hammond (History of Political Parlies in the 
Slate of New York) attributes Bun's Muccesa to his supposed 
moderation in politics, to Ins reputation as an orator, and to 
the contrast his laseinating manners presented to Schuyler's 
austerity. He adds that Morgan Lewis, a connection of the 
Livingstons, succeeded Burr as Attorney-General, and suggesU 
that this may have been '^foreseen" at the time of the elec- 
tion. Mr. Hildreth conjectures that the election of Burr to 
the Senate may have been a bid from the Federalists to win 
him over to ihcir side I But would the Federalists, as a party, 
have defeated Hamilton's father-in-law for such an object ? 

T!ie only glimmer of light thrown ,on the aftair in the cor- 
respondence of the period, is shed by the followiug passage of 
% letter from Schuyler lo Hamilton, dated January 20th, 1762 ; 
** As no good," says the general, " could possibly result from 
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evincing any resentment to Mr. Burr for tlie part ht took Insl 
winter {when the election for Senator occuried), I liave on 
every occasion behaved toward him as if he had not been thff 
principal in the business." What business ? It' tlie rcfei'Rnoe 
is to the pleetion, we learn trom it that General Schuyler at- 
tributed iiis defeat to Bun-'s personal exerlions; and if the 
general was correct in his supposition, then im may conjecture 
that, in some mysterious way, Colonel Burr contrived to unite 
in his own support the influence of the Clintons and the Liv- 
ingstons. The Liringstons, aa a. family, it is now well known, 
resented tho splendid elevation of the young adventurer, 
Alexander Hamilton, a man not native to the soil ; while 
Robert R. Livingston, tho liead of their ancient bouse, a 
statesman distinguished in the country's annals while yet 
Hamilton was a merchant's clerk in the West Indies, was suf 
fei'ed to languish in obscurity. Burr played upon this string 
a few years later with great effect. It may have been touched 
in 1761. 

Apart from these impenetrabilities, there in no diiBculty in 
plausibly accounting for Colonel Burr's election to the Senate. 
General Schuyler was personally unacceptable. He was no 
' speaker. Ho was a tborough-going partisan, and buiu the 
scars of former political contests. He was identilied with 
Hamilton, whose tinancial system was rending the nation into 
factions, and whose towering eminence dwaiied so many of 
his cotemporancs. Ag^nst Schuyler a direct party oppo- 
sition would probably have failed. Burr was a now man, 
which is, in politics, often an overwhelming advantage. He 
was thought to be a modei'ate man, who would represent the 
State ably, fairly, luid fiutlifully. He was an educated man, 
in a community where a collegiate education was a vatuabje 
distinction, and one of the rarest. He stood before the people 
in the untarnished luster of powers whose speciality it was to 
shine. Except Hamilton, he was thought to be the tin&st or- 
Htor in tho State, as well as a man of peculiarly effective tact. 
Ue was master of an address and manner which could be im 
pressive or pleasing as the occasion required. Some member! 
w ire, doubtless, proud to send to Philadelphia so 6ne a gen 
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d«man as Colonel Burr ; for, \d that day, more than low, 
tnanner was power. I have conversed with men who were 
captjvntcd with the presence and style of the man when ha 
was neaily fourscore, and had both legs in the grave. What 
power, then, there must have been in his presence wtien Ii* 
was in the prime of Lis years t Just at that time, too, tbe 
New York tcgislatnre was agitated on the subjeot of the 
Ifuited States Senate sitting with closed doors; one of th« 
great little questions of the day. Schuyler, haaghty old sol- 
dier that tie was, was the man to insist upon esoliiding the 
vulgar piihlic from the deliberations of a body that felt itself 
to be the American House of Lords. Complaisant and popular 
Burr, wlio had enough of the Napoleonic intellect to see the 
immeasurable importance of little things, was, then and after 
ward, an advocate of an open Senate. 

Thus conjecture attempts to supply the want of informa 
tion. 

If the causes of Burr's elevation are uncertain, the conse- 
quences of it are not. Schuyler felt his defeat acutely, and 
Hamilton was painfully disappointed. It was of the utmost 
possible importance to the Secretary of the Treasury to have 
a reliable majority in Congress ; and tlie presence of a devoted 
fathei-inJaw, in a Senate of twenty-eight membeis sitting with 
dosed doors, was convenient. From 1791 dates Hamillou's 
repugnance to Burr, and soon after his leltei-s begin to teem 
with passages expressive of that repngnance. The two families 
were on terms of politeness, then and always. The two men 
were, to all appearance, cordial friends enough down to the 
last month of Hamilton's life. But &om this time, in what- 
ever direction Burr sought advancement, or advancement 
sought him, his secret, inveterate opponent was Alexander 
HamiltOD ; until at length the politics of the United State* 
was resolved into a contest between these two individuals. 

Tbe efiect upon Burr's own mind of his election to tbe 
Senate is dimly visible in his correspondence He seems now 
to have accepted politics as his vocation. Hia wife writes to 
him a few weeks after the election, and some months before 
be took his seat, that he ought to take measures to reflstabliah 
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his health h^crt turning politician. His own letters contain 
scarcely an allusion to politics. Once, he advises Mrs. Barr 
not to travel, if possible, with a political partizan, but rather 
with an opponent. Occasionally he says that he dares not 
trust the public mail with political secrets. When he doe? 
write upon politics, it is in ciphers. He requests 18 to ask 45 
whether, for any reasons, 21 could be induced to vote for 6, 
and, if he could, whether 14 would withdraw his opposition to 
2v, and 11 exert his influence in favor of 22. The reader will, 
however, remember that this mode of correspondence was. 
common at that day between politicians. Though Burr was, 
perhaps, tho most mysterious politician of them all, yet all 
politicians were, more or less, mysteriooa. 
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On tl)o first day of the Eession, October 24tli, 1701, Colonel 
Bnrr " took the oatlia and hia aeat," 

The next day PicsidcDt Wasliington, as the custom then 
waa, delivcrud liia annual Speech to both Hoiiaes assembled 
in the Senate Chamber, The Speech was composed after 
the model of the English king's speeches to Parliament, 
■which it resembled also in brevity. Fii'st, the President 
addressed his "Fellow-citizens of the Senate and of the 
House of Representatives;" then, the " Gentlemen of the - 
Senate ;" then, the " Gentlemen of the House of Representa- 
tives;" and lastly, the " Gentlemen of the Senate and House 
of Repreaentalives." When the ceremonial was over, and 
the Senators were left in possession of their chamber, a com- 
mittee of three was appointed to draw up the usual addreM 
in reply to the President, and Colonel Burr, their new and 
youngest associate, received the compliment of being named 
chairman of that committee. He prepared the address, which, 
on being road to the Senate, was accepted without amendment. 
The committee were nest ordered to wMt on the President to 
ask when and where he would i-oceive the Senate's reply to 
his speech. Colonel Burr, on their return, reported Monday 
it noun, at tiio Prc»dent'B own house. \t, the time sp 
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pointed, tho Senators went in procession to the President's, 
and were received with that serious and stately courtesy 
which was then in TOgue among pei'sons in high office. 

Fancy a long dining-room, ivitli the tables and chairs re- 
moved. Before the fire-place stands a tall and superb figure, 
clad in a suit of black velvet, with black silk stockings and 
silver buckles. His hair, white with powder, is gathered be- 
hind in a silk bag. He weaj-8 yellow gloves, and holds a 
cocked hat adorned with cockade and plume. A sword, with 
hilt of polished steel and ahcath of white leather, further re- 
lieres the sorabei- magnificence of the President's form. The 
Senators enter, with Vlce-Pi'esidont Adams at their head, and 
form a semicircle round the President while Mr. Adams 
reads the address. 

As a relic of an eztinot usage, the reader may be gratified 
to see the address prepared by Colonel Burr for this occasion- 
It reads as follows : 

" Sm : The Senate of the United States have received with 
the highest satisfaction the assurances of pnblio prosperity 
contained in yonr speech to both Houses. The multiplied 
blessings of Providence have not escaped our notice, or failed 
to excite our gratitude. 

"The benefits which flow from tho restoration of public 

And private confidence ore conspicuous and important; and 

• the pleasure with which we contemplate them is heitjhtened 

by your assurance of those further commnnications which shall 

oonfirm their existence and indicate their source. 

"While we rejoice in the success of those military opera- 
tions which have been directed against the hostile Indians, wo 
lament with you the necessity that has produced lliem ; and 
we participate the hope that the present prospect of a gene- 
tsl peace, on terms of moderation and justice, maybe wrought 
into complete and permanent effect ; and that the measures ol 
government may equally embrace the security of onr front- 
iers and the general interests of humanity. Our solicitude to 
obtain which, will insure our zealous attention to an object so 
warmly espoused by the principles of benevolence, and so 
highly interesting to the honor and welfare of the nation. 
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" The several subjects «-hich you luve pavlioularly recom- 
mended, and those which remain of fornier eeaaions, will en- 
gage our early consideration. Wo arc encouraged to proae- 
cute them witli alaerily and stendincss, by the belief that tbey 
will interest no passion but that for the general welfare ; by 
the assurance of ooiicert, and by a view of those arduous and 
important arrangements which have been already acooni- 
pushed. 

" Wo observe, sir, the constancy and activity of your eeal 
for the public good. The example will animate our efforts to 
promote the happiness of our country." 

To this address, the senatorial record informs us, the Pred- 
dent was pleased to make the following reply : 

"Gentleuex: This manifestation of your zeal for the honor 
And the happmess of our country derives its full value from 
iho share whieh your delibei'ations have alieady had in pro- 
moting both, 

" I thank you for tlie &vorablo sentiments with which yon 
view the part I have borne in the arduous trust committed to 
the government of the United States; and desire you to be 
■ssured that all my seal will coutinue to second those further 
efforts for the pnblio good which are insured by the spirit in 
which you are entering on the present session." 

Whereupon, we may presume, the Senate made a formal 
and ceremonious exit, and then returned to their chamber. 

The session thus imposingly begun, lasted more than uz 
months, but no spectator witnessed, and no corps of reporters 
recorded, the proceedings. The official record exist?, but it is 
(ittle more than a formal statement of votes. In Mr. Benton's 
valuable abridgment of the Congressional Debates, the pro- 
ceedings of this Senate, from October to May, occupy only 
live pages. On one of those pages the name of Colonel Burr 
ooours in connection with an affair which even now has a 
touching interest. 

How grateful the people of the United Stales were to the 
French, and to the French king, for the timely help afforded 
bj' them in the late war, can not be realized by the present 
Insurious generation ; nor how passionate and universal was 
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the sympalliy of the delivered nation willi tlic snliseqiienl 
itruggle oCtlie French for freedom. No sootiev was Ameritja 
free, than Franco aspiipd. In the summer of 1789 lliB news 
of the Bastile's immortal Btoi-ming thrilled the young icpub- 
Uc. Soon, the excesses of the Parisians, in their delirium of 
error and desire, shocked the world, and gave pause to the 
mora conservative even of Americans. The flight of the king 
ill 1790, appears in the niemoii's and letters of that age as a 
terrible event ; one whioli lost the revolntionists the synip* 
thy of millions. But the king was brought back to Paris ; ii 
grand reconciliation with the people he had misiindei-stood 
was enacted ; thu king accepted the constitution ; and France, 
for a week, was in ecstacies. Down to this period, and be- 
yond it, the great mass of Americans were ardent sympa 
thizers with the Revolution. But Washington, Hamilton, 
Adams, Riifus King, and other leading conservatives, begxn 
to be quite decided in the opinion that the Ftcncb Revolu- 
tion was essentially diabolical, and could issue in no good to 
the French, or any other people. 

In March, 1782, the President sent a message to Congress 
worded with his usual caution, but ao worded as to betray his 
own opinion. " Knowing," said he, " tlio friendly interest you 
take in whatever tnaj/ promote the happiness and prosperity, 
of the French nation," ho l»d before them a letter just re- 
ceived from his Most Christian Majesty. The letter which 
poor Louin bad sent hie " very dear great friends and allies," 
was the following ; 

" We make it onr duty to inform you that we have accepted 
the constitution which has been presented to us in the name 
of the French nation, and according to which France will be 
henceforth governed. Wc do not doubt that you take an in- 
terest in an event so important to our kingdom, and to us 
;tnd that it is with I'eal pleasure we take thiii occnxion to I'enew 
to you assurances of the sincere friendship we bear yon. 
Whereupon, we )iray God to have you, very deal', great 
trtends and allies, in hij just and hoiy keeping." 

This letter having been read in the Senate, i 
iroae aa Co the manner in which its reception sh' 



A SBMATOB. 188 

knosvlo^gpd. FtrBt, a frigid resolution was proposed, to the 
eflVct tliut tl 10 President bo informed, that the Senate have 
received the news comaiiied in the Iting'a lettei- with Batiafac- 
don. Thi!) rcsolnlion ivna rijeeled by n vote of six to twenty- 
one ; Colonel Bin r voting n^inst it ; his collongiic, Mr. King, 
for it. The rcsulutinn was then amended, so a* to request tho 
President to make knmeit to the king that the Senate liad re- 
ceived tlie tidings with r/ia highest satisfuclion. Tliis was 
paRsfd. 

Colonel Mniiroe, ti, fnw days after, revived the subject of 
tAe Senate's Eillinir willi closed doors, and moved that, dur- 
ing ilic reec«9, gnlJcrios be c^nsti'uctod in tlio clinniber for the 
accommodation of tho public, who shonld, atler tho present 
Bossion, be admitted to witness the proceedings. This propo- 
sition n*.is rejected by a vote of eight to tievenicen. Colonel 
Burr, wlio nlways favored the measure, and afterward assisted 
to carry it, was absent, I presume, when this vote was taken, 
as his name does not appear in tho record. 

Tliouirli Cohmvl liiirr began his sena'orial career by being 
Ihfl medium of the Senate's high courtesy to Oencral Wash- 
ington, yet, before the session whs over, lie came into disa- 
greeable collision with the. President. Uiirr was Bunnesa 
inoamate. His aetivily was iircpiessiblc. Being now cut ofl 
from hid ordinary cmjiloymcntK, and having deliberately 
tnrned politieian, )io was eager to acquire iaiowledge respect* 
ing Btate-cruft, It was one of Ids projects, too, to write b 
Hiatory of the American Revolution. For these reasons, he 
was often busy, dming hts first winter in Congresfi, among the 
records in the Department of Stale, of which his friend JeF 
ferson was then the cliief. Always an early riser, ho was ao- 
customed, for a time, to go to the department ns early ns five 
in the morning. lie employed a messenger to make a fire, a 
confidential elerk to assist him in searching and copying, a 
tervant to bring him bis breakfast ; and so, from five until ten 
o'clock, the business went vigorously on. Thli practice was 
continued till nearly the close of the session, when ot>erationa 
wero interrupted by a peremptory order from the President, 
forbidding his further examination. Desiring to compieto 
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his knowledgu respuoting the late sarrender of the western 
posts, he addressed n note to Sir. Jcfiersoti, requesting pmniifi- 
sion to ninke that particular examination. Tlie Suoretary rt* 
plied that " it had been concluded to be improper to commit 
nicate the correnpondence of existing ininistci-8." Burr ap- 
peal's to have regarded this as an unoallcd-for and arbitrary 
procetMiing. It was in acL'ordance with the system of ihi; 
time ; but from what we now kiion' of the relations of the 
persons concerned, and the scenes daily transpiring in the cab- 
inet, we may infer that if the searcher of the records had been 
a Senator approved and trusted by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, he would not have been denied access to them — at least, 
not in a peremptory manner. 

In April, 1792, there was to be an election for governor in 
tbc State of Xew Yoik, and Colonel Burr was frequently men- 
tioned ns a candidate. At that time, the respectable salary 
and immense patronage of the governor, rendered the office 
more imposing and more desired than a seat in the Senate. 
Bqtt was thought of as a candidate, first, by the Republican 
party, who feared to try the field again with Governor Clin- 
ton ; secondly, by the Federalists, who were not confident of 
succeeding with a candidate fully identified with their parly; 
thirdly, he was proposed as an independent candidate, on tJie 
ground that he belonged to no party, and would l>e supported 
by the moderate men of all parlies. The truth is, that Colonel 
Bnrr was then a very popular man, and both parties would 
have liked to secure the advantage of his name and talents. 
While it was still uncertain whether he would run for the 
governorship, some of Hamilton's friends were of opinion that 
the best policy of the FederaHsls would bo to Bupport Burr, 
and they wrote to Hamilton to that efiect. Mr. Ledyard, 
February 1, wrote from New York, that on his arrival in the 
city, he found that " a tide was likely to make strongly for 
Mr, Burr. Mr, Schuyler," he continues, " supposes that if Mr. 
Clinton and Mr, Burr were the only competitors, and his 
(Schuyler's) friends thrown out of the scale, it would be doubt' 
ful which succeeded." After showing tliat, to beat Burr, thf 
Federalists must either support Clinton or run a third candi 
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late, Duither of wbicli was advisable, Mr. Ledyard adds the 
following observations : " If Burr finally ancceeds, and you 
have not the merit of it, it would be an event extremely dis- 
agTPeable lo me. With this impresdon, I have sought ro' 
peatcd interviews with him, until I could procure an artUtl 
declaration of hia sentiments, both with respect to the union 
D prf^sent grounds, and also with respect to yon. He h&a 
expressed a sincere regard for tlic safety and well-being of 
the foimer. With respect lo yourself he expresses an entire 
oonfideuce in tlic wisdom and integrity of your designs, and a 
real personal fiivndship ; and which be does doC seem to bui>- 
pose you doubt of, or that you ever will, unless it may ariae 
from meddling interveners." 

The next day after this letter was dispatched, James WaU 
son, another leading Federalist, writes to Uainllton in a sim- 
ilar strain. Burr's chances, be thought, were good, and, if the 
Federalists should go for bira, strong. Had they not better 
support him ? If they do not, will it not make him an oppo- 
nent of the Federal party, if he ia not now ? If they do, will it 
not attach bim to the Federalists? And if he should turn 
traitor, will it not so destroy his populaiity as to dcpiive bim 
of the power of doing hai-m ? " Whenever," says Mr. Wat- ' 
flon, " I imagine how much easier it is to embarrass and ob- 
struct the benign operations of government than to give it the 
requisite tone and vigor, I am solicitous to remove talents, 
perseverance, and addiess, as far from the opposition as ]>os- 
Bible." "The absence of evil will continue to be deHirabla 
until the public mind becomes more quiet, and federal 
habits take deeper root. I shall only add that the cautious 
distance observed by tliis gentleman toward all parties, how- 
ever exceptionable in a politician, may be a real merit in a 
governor," 

Upon the proposal thus plausibly urged, Hamilton, the un- 
questioned leader of the Federal |>arty in the State, placed Ilia 
veto. A word from bim would, in all probability, have made 
Aaron Burr Governor of New York in 1792. But that word 
was not spoken. The Federalists nominated the virtuous 
Tobn Jay, the Republicans adhered to their old standard 



bearer, Governor Clintoti, and tlio contest was a Btriotly pa:ty 

It was tho closest nnd angriest the State bail yet seen, and 
the issue, instead of calming, exasperated parties more tlian 
he Btrife itself. There was aa iorormality in the canvass, and 
wih sides claimed the victoiy. The canvasseis were oleien 
n number, of whom seven thonght that Clinton had carried 
the Statu by a majority of one hundred and eigiit, wt.ile the 
remaining four were tor giving the victory to Jay, After 
many stormy discussions, the canvassers agreed to request the 
opinion of the Senators, Rufiis King and Aaron Buir, npon 
the point in dispute, which was tho fullowing: 

The law then required that tho votes of a county sl)ould be 
sealed up by the inspectors of election, delivered into the 
liandfi of the sheriff", and by him or his deputy conveyed in- 
tact to the Secretary of State. Now, it chanced that the 
county of Otsego, on this occasion, had no sheriff. R. R. 
Smith had held the office, but his tci-ni had expired. Another 
gentleman had been appointed ■'heriff, but bud not yet been 
eworn in; and during the brief interregnum, the important 
business of receiving and conveying the votes had presented 
itself In these circumstances, Mr. Smith, the hite slieriff, aa 
was natural, performed the duty. But he was not tiic sheriff. 
Nay, ho had been elected to the board of supervisors, an office 
incompatible with that of shcrifi", and had actually taken bia 
seat at tho board, and performed official acts. The question 
was, whether the votes received and sent by him could be le- 
gally canvassed. If yes, the Federalists had triumphed, and 
John Jay was governor. It" no, the Re]>ubliean8 were in tho 
ascendant, and George Clinton retained the power he had 
wielded for sixteen years. 

Every head in the United States that had a sm.ittcring of 
bw in it was given up to the consideration of this great ques- 
tion in the spring of 17D2. The two S enators, upo n confer- 
ring, discovered that an irreconcilable difference of ~opimon 
existed between them on the subject. Colonel Burr proposed 
that they shonld. iav that reason, decline advising the can- 
raseci's. But as Mr. King avowed an intention of giving hia 
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own opinion, nothing remained but tliat Colonel Buit sliould 
give Iiis also. The two opinions were given. Bo-h weiT 
ablft. clear, and brief, Mr. King'c, which was foi admitting 
the votea, carried conviction with it to every Federal mind in 
the country ; while Colonel Burr's, which was for rejecting 
llieni, was equally convincing tu the Republican intellect, 
Indeed, it wns, considenng all the uii-cumstanceB, a question 
really difficult to decide, and tlie best lawyers of that day dif- 
fered upon it, as doubtless would the best lawyers of the pres- 
ent day if it were submitted to tliem. Before giving his own, 
Colonel Burr obtained the written opinion of Edmund Ran- 
dolph (Attorney-General), Pierponl Ed wards, Jonathan D. Ser- 
geant, and other eminent legal friends, all of whom coincided 
with liiin. On the other band, Rufus King could exhibit an 
tmposiDg array of names in support of his opinion. Mr. King 
was for having justice done; Burr, for having the leno ob- 
served. Both opinions wore doubtless as sincere as they wero 
oharacteristiu.* 

The canvagsera, tbus compelled to choose between two 
Opinions diametiically adverse, decided, of course, to follow 
that which accorded with the political preferences of the ma- 

* The (bUoiriiig is tha material poragrapk of CoIodcI Burr's opinion, whicb, 
be deckrod, wus novor onaivercd, oi:ccpt bj abuse: " Thoro nro iuatunces uf 
offluos being cscrciscd \ij persons holding undor aa authority appareotlj 
good, but which, on strict legal exambntioD, proves defective ; whoao acta, 
nevNlbeles^ are, with tonu limitaUom, canmdered aa valid. This uutliori^ 
ti udled eolurabk, and the officer, in aucli cases, la said to be an officer dt 
facto; which iDUnds on inteimeduito state between an czcrciBo stricUy luw- 
(lll, wul one without such color or rigliL Mr. Smttli does not appear (o ma 
to have holden the office of alierilT, on the 3d of Uareli, under sucli color or 
pretense of right. The term or hia office had expired, and he bad Ibrmallr 
expressed his dolOTmlnation not to accept a reappointment ; alter the expi- 
Tation of the year lie accepted, ajid cron two dajs belors the receipt of llio 
ballots, openly exercised an office incotnpatiblo with that of Bheriff; and It ii 
10 bo InfiTTcd, from Ihc tenar of the affidavita, that be then kti' w of the ap- 
^inlmert of Mr. Gilbert. Tlie assumption of this authority by Mr. Smnh, 
does not even appear 1o bavo been produced by any ur^nl public necesei^ 
K immiQDnt public mconvenionco. Mr. Gilbert was quaUSnl in seSBon to 
hare discharged the duty, and, ibr aught that is shown, kla oltandacoa, M 
»^y desired, might have been procured still earlier," 



I»^ 



Lirs ov xAUOir bubb. 



I jority of their nnmber. They pronounced George Clinton 
duly elected. The exasperation of the Fcderallsla, npon the 
promulgation of this decision, wa.1 such that, for a time, the 
State aeemed in danger of anarchy. For many years the 
dream of ttat party had been to see Clinton defeated, and a 
Federalist in the executive chair. Uc had been defeated, bat 
the scepter which they were just about to grasp, they now 
saw snatched away from between thtir eager lianda. Nothing 
but the moderation of Mr. Jay, and the general regard for 
law, which prevailed in the most order-loving of parties, saved 
the Stale fiom temporary confusion. 

As each Senator had decided in favor of his own parly, the 
motivea of both were assailed. Colonel Burr, it was charged, 
was an adherent of Governor Clinton, and u'iahed to ingratiate 
himself with the Republicans. In a letter to a fiiend, written 
soon after he had given his opinion, he alludes to these acoo- 
aalions. "Upon the late occasion," he eaya, "I earnestly 
wished and sought to be relieved from the necessity of giving 
any opinion, particularly from a knowledge that it would be 
disagreeable to you and a few others whom I respect and 
wisli always to gratify. But the conduct of Mr. King Icfl me 
no alternative. I was obliged to give an opinion, and I have 
not yet learned to give any other than which my judgment 
directs. It would, indeed, be the extreme of weakness in me 
to expect fiiendship from Mr. Clinton, I have too many rea- 
sons to believe that he regards me with jealousy and malevo- 
lence. Still, this alone ought not to Imve induced me to re- 
fuse my advice to the canvassers. Some pretend, indeed, but 
none can believe, that I am prejudiced in his favor. I have 
not even seen or spoken to him Rince January last." 

Nevertheless, three months after these words were written, 
Oovernov Clinton nominated him to the bench of the Supreme 
Court of the State. Colonel Burr preferred to retain his seat 
in the Senate, and declined the judgeship. 

The attention of the publio was soon drawn from questions 
a&eetiog a single State to one in which all the States were 
Equally concerned. For the second time, the young nation 
was to choose chief magistrates ; oi", to 'peak more corr»v\tly, 
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1 Vice- Presid^if, fcr ttiero could be no competilion for tne 
lirBt office in tho people's gift, while George Washington wm 
willing lo serve them in it. Tiiere waa an opposition, it ia 
true; but its forue was directed chiefly against Hamilton's 
me.iaurea ; and as soon ss it woa known that General Wasli* 
mgton had consented to serve another term, the hopes of tbc 
opposilion were limited to the election of a Vice-President, in 
ploco of Mr. Adams. 

At that time, the reader mnst bear in mind, no one was 
directly nominated for tlie office of Vice-President. The 
Constitnlion required each pi'CMdential electoi' to vote for two 
persons to till the two highest offices; the man who received 
the greatest number of votes was declared President, and he 
who received the next highest number was declared Vioe- 
President. At the Sist presidential election ever held, the 
•vote of the electoral college wna as follows: For George 
Washington, GO votes (the whole number) ; John Adams, 94 ■ 
John Jay, ; Robert H. Hnrritton, C ; John Rntledge, fl 
John Hanouck, 4 ; George Clinton, 3 ; Samuel Huntingdon, 3 ; 
John Wilton, 2 ; James Armstrong, 1 ; Edward Telfair, 1; 
Benjamin Lincoln, 1. Mr. Adams, iherelbre, became Vice 
President though he received one less than a majority of the 
whole nnniber of votes. At that election there was nothing 
like an oiganized opposition. Every elector's first choice was 
General Waahinglon ; and for the second office named the 
favorite son of his own State, or a man particularly admired 
by himself. 

But now there was opposition ; of which more will bo said 
m another chapter. At present the object of that opposition, 
as just remarked, was to elevate one of their own pnitytothe 
Vice-Presidency. George Clinton, Governor of the Slate of 
New York, the man distingnished above all others in the Uni- 
ted States for his opposition to the adoption of the federal 
Constitution, was the candidate upon whom a majority of the 
party fixed their hopes, and upon whom its strength was finally 
concentrated. But, among tho names mentioned in private 
drctes and in public prints for the olBcc, was that of Aaron 
Burr. Indeed, for a short period, it seemed uncertain who 
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wouM be the candidate of the oppositioc in some of Ibb 
Dorthorn States, Clinton or Burr 1 

Knfus King began to be alarmed for the anccess of Mr 
Adanu. September 17, 1792, we And bini writing to H»mil 
ton in this manner: " If the enemies of the goeernmeDt are 
secret and anited, we shall lone Mr, Adams. Burr is iiiduslri> 
OU9 in his canvass, and his object is well nndcrstood by onr 
amis. Ml-. Edwardi is to make interest for him in CoimticCi- 
,iut, and Mr. Dallas, who is here, and quite in thu circle of the 
governor and tli« party, informs lis that Mr. Burr uill be sup- 
ported as Vice-President in Pflnnsylvanin, Should Jefferson 
and his fiicnda unite in the projeirt, the voles of Mr. Adnmfl 
may be so reduced, that though more nnmerous than those of 
any other person, he may duclinc the ollicc. Kothing which 
has heretofore happened so deciMvely proves the invctei'ooy 
of the opposition. Should they succeed in degrading Mr. 
Adams, muc^h would be to be apprehended in respect to the 
measures which have received the tiaiiction of govenmient." 

It is but common fuimeas to remind the reader that this let- 
ter was written by a political opponent, who could not bojaer- 
wnallij cognizant cf Burr's movements as a politician. In 
reading lettci-a, to be hereafter quoted, the same fact la to bo 
constantly kept in view by those who wish to know the trutli 
.-eepccting the man and his times. 

Hamilton replies to Mr. King that he is astonished to hear 
if Burr's appearance ns a candidate. The Secretaiy of the 
Treasury was evidently puzzled, and, perhaps, a little alarmed. 
A few days aller, he ^I'rote to a friend (whoso name ha.« not 
been revealed by the editor of his works) a long lettei- depre- 
cating the advancement of Burr, and denouncing him in the 
Btruugest language that even his vigorous pen could command. 
After saying that ho was not yet quite sure that " Bui i-'g ap- 
pearance on the ntage was not a diversion in favor of Mr, 
Clinton," he proceeds as follows ; 

"Mr. Clinton's success I should think veiy unfortunate; I 
am not for trusting the government too much in the hands of 
Its onomies. But still, Mr. C. is a man of properly, and in 
private life, ao far is I know, of probity. I Jear the ot'iei 
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gentkniun is vin principled, both as a public and a privale man. 
When tlie Constitution was in dcUbei-ation, his coitdiicl was 
equivocal ; but its tnemie.s, who, I believe, best understood 
hiiit, conEidercd htm as with them. In fact, I take it he is for 
or against notliing, but as it suits his interest or ambition. He 
is determined, as I conceive, to make his way to be the head 
of the popular party, and to climb, per /as ant tie/as, to the 
highest honors of tbc State, and as much higher as circumstan- 
ces may permit. Embarrassed, as I understand, in his circum- 
stances, with an extravagant family, bold, entcrprizing, and 
intrigning, I am mistaken if it be not his object to play the 
game of confusion, and I feel it to be a religions duty to 
oppose his career. 

" I have hitherto scrupulously abstained from inteiferonce in 
elections; but the occasion is, in my opinion, of sufficient ini- 
poHanee to warrant, in Ibis inst.incc, a departure from that 
rule. I therefore commit my opinion to you without scruple; 
but in perfect confidence. I pledge my eharacler fui" discei'n- 
ment, that it is incumbent on every good man to resist the 
present design." 

This was wiitten on the 21sl of September. On the 26tb, 
he writes to anotlier unnamed person in the same strain. "Mr. 
Burr's integrity as an individual," says Hamilton, " is not na- 
tmpeaohed," and, " as a public man, he is one of tbe worst 
sort. Secretly Icirning liberty into ridicule, he knows as well 
as most men how to make use of the name. In a word, if 
we ha\'e an embryo Cossar in the United States, 'lis Burr." 

These lellei-s were not designed for tbe amusement of the 
Secretary's correspondent. In a few days, Itufus King writes 
back to him, that " care han been taken to put our Ji-iends at 
the eaeticard on tlieir guard." The letters produced efficta, 
we see. 

To General C. C. Pinckney of South Cai-olina, Hamilton 
wi itcs to tbe same purport, and urges him to promote the elec- 
tion of men friendly to tbc administration. As he flenoimced 
Burr in his northern letters, he assails Jefierson in h\i south 
em — Jeflerson, his colleague in the cabinet, '"Tis suspected 
by Borae." he says, " that the plan is only to divide tbe votea 
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of the noiiliern and middle Slates to let in Mr, Ji-fferson bj 
the votes of tlie Soiilli, I will not Bcriiple to sny to yoa, id 
oonfidcDce, tlinl tliia also would be a serious misrortune to the 
governinciit. Tiint genllemnn whom I once vert/ much es- 
teemed, but wlio docs not |M.'niiit me to retain tlint senliment 
ibr him, is certainly a man of sublimated and paradoxical im- 
aginations, eiitcrLiinin^ and propagating opinions jnconatstent . 
with dignifiod and orderly government." 

Five days later, the active Secretary of the Treasnry writes 
another k-lter iipou Burr, but in a mnch more pnarded man- 
ner. "My opinion of Mr, Burr," he remarks, with admirable 
consistency, " ia ykt to form, but according to the present 
alatif of it, ho ia a man whose only political principle is lo 
mount, at all evetiU, to the highest legal honoi's of the nation, 
and as mncli further as drcuniBtnnces will cany liiin. Impu- 
tations, not favorable to Iiis integrity as a man, rest upon bira, 
bnt I do noi vouch for tlieir authenticity." 

On the 21st of September, then, ho was willing to pledge 
his character for discernment, that Burr was an embryo Cnisar. 
On the 15th of October, his opinion of the individual was yot 
to form. The good Hamilton was a man of very ardent feel- 
ings ; he was devoted to the Bup]iort of the system he had 
created ; and was apt to give way to a too sweeping denunci- 
ation of the men whom he disapproved. And besides, his cor- 
respondent of September was, probably, a man he could mora 
implicitly tnist, than ho could liim of October. 

But these denunciations might as well have been spared,^ 
It ia ccilain, that neither Burr nor his fiiends enteitained a 
Rcrious thought of his competing for tlie Vice- Presidency 
He received just one vote. Of the eight electoi-s of South 
Carolina, seven gave their second vote for John Adams; one 
for Aaron Burr. The number of electors had increased, in 
four years, from 69 to 132, George Washington again re- 
seived the whole number. For John Adams, 77 votes were 
cast ; for George Clinton, 50 ; for Thoma,a Jefferson, ) 1 ; fo» 
Aaron Burr, 1. This single vote, given by a poreonal friend, 
probably, may have been of some importance to Burr, in asso 
dating bis nam*?, in the popular mind, with ihe office. 



A SBtlATOB Ids 

For six yt-a.-s, Colonel Bnir played a dUtinguifllicd, and 
occasionally, a conspicuons pail in tiie Senate of the Uiiitfld 
States. And that is nearly all wo know of him as a Senator, 
He WAS renowned as an orator, but no 8]>eech of his exists, 
except in faint outline. John Taylor writes a note to him, on 
one occasion, in nOiich he uses tliis language : " Wc shall leave 
t^ you to reply to King: first, becanse you desired it; second, 
all depends on it ; no one else can do it ; and the audience 
will expect it." There are allusions in the political papers of 
liie day to a great speech delivered by Burr in opposition to 
Jay's treaty, which evidently gained bim miuJi applause. 
It is spoken of as though every one was acquainted with it; 
as we sbonid allude to one of tbe well-known specohea of Clay 
or Webster. Riifus lung, I am enabled to state, was of 
Opinion that Burr's talents as a debater were overrated. In 
convoi-sing upon those times, Mr. King would say tlial Burr 
bad a rare faculty in summing up n discussion, but that be 
added to it few ideas of his own. He never opened a debate. 
But wliere a qnestion had been discussed to cxliauslion, ha 
knew how to use well the vast stores of information which 
had been elicited, and to set in new and den.'^e array the argo- 
mcnts that had been used by others. This fiiculty, aided by 
his persuasive and emphatic manner, made him a fevoiite 
speaker ; and the more, as he never wearied an audience bj 
prolixity. 

Thnt he was an industrious member is indicated by the 
numlti'i' of committees upon which he served. The records 
show, however, that he was not generally in his place during 
the first and last days of a session. We may infer from his 
corresjiondcnee that ho was full of occupation of some kind in 
Phil add phi a, Uc frequently alludes to tho heaps of unopened 
letters U|>ou hix table. 

He acted with the liberal, or Republican party, invanably. 
He contended for an open Senate, session aller session, till, in 
1794, the me.isure was carried by a vote of nineteen to eight. 
He supported the resolution that "every printer of newspapers 
may tien<l one pnjier to each and every other printer of newi- 
pnpL'i-» within tlje United States, free of postage, tmder such 
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regulations as the PuEtmaater-Geiieral shall pi'ovide." He ft^ 
" voreil the a^Imission of Albeit Gallatio to serve as n Senator 
whiuh was opposed on the ostensible gi'ouud that he had not 
been a citizen of the oountry fur the requisite nine years. He 
took the lead in opposing Chief Justice Jaj's mission to En 
gland, for the twofold reason that it was unnecessary to send 
any minister at all to England at that time ; and that it was 
contrary to the spirit of the Constitution, impolitic and unsafe,,/ 
to seleut an enibassador from the benuh of the Supreme Court. 
All measures tending to the support and comfort of the French 
in their struggle with the leagued despotisms of Eiii-ope, fonnd 
in Burr an advocate. In » word, he was a leader and clinm- 
pion of the party which acknowledged JeBeison as its chieC,, 
and boasted the adherence of Mndisou and Monrae. 

A^fia' Burr's downfall, Jeffei-son used to say that he bad 
never liked him ; and that, at the very height of Buit'b pop- 
olaiity, tie had habitually cautioned Madison not to trust him 
too far. " I never," wrote Jefferson once, " thonght liim an 
honest, frank-dealing man; but considered him as a crooked 
gnn, or other perveited machine, whose aim or abot you ooutd 
never be sure of." But this was in 1807. There is abundant 
proot^ that, in the full tide of bis senatorial career, Burr's 
■landing, both with tho leaders jind with the masses of his 
party, was only second to that of Jefferson himself. 

Take this incident, for example. In 17G1, the unpopular- 
ity of Gouverneur Morris, tho American minister in Fiance, 
was at its height. The republicans of Pari«, and tho repub- 
liffans of the United States, were aware of Ins utter want of 
sympathy with the Revolntion, and were clamorons for hb 
recall. General Washington had let fall an intimation of his 
willingness to yield to their desire, and to .appoint a member 
of the opposition in his pliicc. Accnrdingly, a caucus of the 
Republican Senators and Reproaenlatlves was called to seleot 
a candidate to be proposed to the President for the mission, 
l^e caucus agreed to recommend Colonel Burr. Mr. Mad 
iBon and Mr. Monroe were members of tho committee ap- 
Dointed to wait upon General Washington, and coramunicate 
ibe preference of the caucus ; and in the interview with th« 
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Prusidiint, Mr. Madison was the spokesman. Aflcr hearing 
the messnge, General Washington was Bilent for a few rao- 
BieDts, Then he said, It had been the rule of his public life 
never to nominate for a high and responsible oflice a man of 
whose inteffrity he was not assured. He had not confidenca 
Id Colonel Burr in that respect, and therefore mast dcclina 
Dominating him. The committee retired, and reported th« 
result of tlie intemew. The caucus unanimously resolved to 
adhere to their nomination, and requested the coraniittee to 
inform the President of the fact. General Wnahington was 
evidently iriitated by the second proponal of an offensive 
name, and rei)lied with warmth tliat his decision was irrevo- 
eable. He added, apologetically, "I will nominate you, Mr, 
Madison, or you, Mr. Monroe." Madison replied that h« 
bad, long ago, made up his mind not to go abroad. The 
committee, upon reporting the resnlt of the second confer- 
ence to the caucus, found it more inflexible than ever ; and 
were instructed to go a third time to the President, and say 
that Colonel Barr was the choice of tlie Republican Senators 
and Representatives, and that they would make no other reo- 
ommendation. This message was delivered to the Secretary 
of State, who, knowinj^ the President's feelings on the 8ub> 
ject, declined delivering it. Colonel Monroe was finally 
■elected. 

Reflecting upon this circumatanoe, the idea leiU occur t« 
the individual long immersed in the rending of that perioii[ 
that this invindbte distrust oE' Colonel Burr was porhaps im- 
planted, certainly nourished, in the mind of General Washings 
ton by his useful friend and adherent, Alexander HaniiltoA 
Hamilton was not a person to conceal from General Washing 
ton his repugnance to the man whose career ho felt it a relig 
ious duty to oppose. Washington had trusted and applaudc^tf 4' 
Burr in the Revolution. Whence this utter, thia resolute di» 
trnst, if not derived from the minister in whose sagacity and 
honesty the President had such absolute faith ? Another 
lUBpicion steals over the immersed intellect. The remarkable 
pertinacity of the democi'atic caucus may have been partly 
owing to the desirableneds of removing bq nomauageable 
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uoodiilato tUreo thousand miles from the scene of tho next 
presidenlial election. 

From that contest tlie pvofitniiience of General Washington 
was to be removed, and a President was to be cliosen. Jeffor- 
■on was the uhoiue of a majority of the Republiunns ; but, 
■ince the last eleclion. Burr had made surprising advnnces in 
popularity and importance. George Clinton was colipsed. 
Burr was evc-rywhere spoken of as the Republican choiue for 
the Bocoud office, and there were certainly a respeulable num> 
ber uf persona in the country who preferred htm for tho tirst. 
We find numerous indications of this in the letters and papers 
of the time. A gentleman writes from Boston to Hamilton, 
December 9lh, 1796: "Your Judge Smith sent letters to 
some of our electoi^s, and, I believe, to New Hampshire, 
■oliciling votes for Burr very stiongly, and rather pressing 
for Jefferson." Hamilton writes to Rufua King (then in Eu- 
rope), Becemher 16th, 1796: "Our anxiety has been extreme 
on tho subject of the election for President. If we may trust 
our infoiraation, whioh we have every reason to trust, it is 
now decided that neither JeJ'erson nor Surr can bo Presi- 
dent, • * • The event will not a little mortify Bun. Vir- 
ginia has given him only one vote." 

We may infer from this language, that there was a period 
of the canvass when Hamilton, the brains and nerve of the 
Federal party, apprehended the possibility of Aai'on Burr's 
succeeding General Washington in the presidential chair I 

But, not to dwell upon this campaign — since a more stirring 
and a more deci»ve one awaits us — the result of it was as fol- 
Iowa : John Adams received 7 1 votes ; Thomas Jeffei-son, 68 ; 
Thomas Pinckney, 59 ; Aaron Burr, 30 ; Samuel Adams, 15 ; 
Oliver Ellsworth, 11 ; George Clinton, 7; John Jay, 6; James 
Iredell, 2; George Washington, 2 ; John Henry, 2 ; Samuel 
Johnson, 2 ; 0. C. Pinckney, 1. So John Adama became Pre» 
ident, Thomas Jefferson, Vice-President; and Aaron Burr 
was conspicuously before the country as a candidate for those 
coveted places. Of the 30 electoral votes cast for Burr, Ten 
oessee gave him 3 ; Eentuclcy, 4 ; North Carolina, ; Vir 
ginia, 1 ; Maryland, 3 ; Pennsylvania, 13. Not a vote did he 
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(jel fi'om a P.iritnn State ; nor dU\ Jefferson. N"ff Kilg^""'^ 
apaa^na^Pnrj.T-il -la bHa 'y^g I'un^anica l, and liad no voic for the 
anti-I'\-dfi'al grnndson of licr Pui'itaii-ii)-tiliicf, This fuut docd 
not coiiiitenance John Adanis'a emphatic assertion, ihat the 
cajjitnl upon wliiuli Burr embarked in the httsin ess of politician 
was the Ijime of I is father and grandfalhi;r, 

Wiiile lliiis Colonel Btirr hnd been Htiiding to^i'ard tho higb 
olacca of tlie world, events of iinporlanue liad occurred in lii.t 
OWQ household. Before entering upon tlie dcdsive period of 
nia poliiieal life, let us pause here fur a moment and see bow 
he appeni-ed, in the day of bis glory, Sis a husband, as a par- 
ent, and as a nia><tcr. 

As years rolled on and cares increased, the letters of Mrs. 
Burr to ber litisband became longer, and less in the style that 
Juliet would have used in wiiting to banished Romeo. Bui 
they were waim, confiding, aud elegant ; as bis were to ber. 
They were the letters of a careful and devoted wifu to a bus- 
band she was proud of, and desired above all things to lielp 
and gratify. To her be conlided every tiling. His business 
was left pa]*tly in ber care, and with Lev he conversed upon 
his politioa! plans. He sometimes gave her information to be 
communicated to his political friends in Kow York. Ooca- 
wonally, during the session of Congress, he would hurry away 
upon tho adjourunient of the Senate on Friday, to meet his 
wife at Trenton, and aHer spending Saturday and Sunday in 
her society, return on Sunday night to Pliiladelpbi.o. To tbe 
kst, she was a happy wife, and he an attentive, tbnd husband. 
-I assert this positively. The contrary has been recently de- 
clared on many platforms; but I pronoimco tho assertion to 
be one of the tho usand calumnies with wliich the memory of 
this singnlar, amiable, and faulty being lias been assailed. No 
one now lives who can, of bis own pei'sonal knowledge, speak 
of tho domestic life of a lady ivbo died sixty-two yeare ago 
But there are many still living whoso parents were most inti 
tDately conversant with th«> interior of Riuhmond Hill, and 
wbo hare beard narrated all tho minute incidents of the life 
'ai therein. The last of tbe old servants of tbe family died 
only a abort time ago; and the pcraons best acquainted with 
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the best pni't of Burr's character are still walking these stroela 
His own letlci's to bis wife — all respect, soUcilude, and affv» 
tion— confirm the posdllvo asseverations of these. I lepeat, 
therefore, that Mrs. Burr lived aud died a satisfied, a conCd- 
in^, a beloved, a trusted wife. 

Soon after licr Lushond "turned politician," her health, 
never vigorous, began to fail, and her maladies at length uoii- 
centrated into a uaocer of the most virulent and ofii-nsivo de- 
soription. She lingei'ed long in anguish. Her husband, both 
by personal attentions and by the advice which he sought 
from the most eminent phyNuians, did much to relievo her suf- 
feiings — did all that mortal aid could do. He studied her 
case. He described her symptoms to his friend, Dr. Benjamin 
Rush, of Philadelphia, and concerted with him a new treat- 
ment. But nothing availed to stay the lavages of the disease. 
He proposed at one time to leave Congress, that he miglit de- 
vote himself exclusively to attending upon her. She besought 
him not to do so, and he remained in Philadelphia till licr dis- 
ease assamed a form that threatened speedy dissolution. She 
became, at length, an object moat pitiable to contemplate ; and 
in the spring of 1794, death relieved her siifierings, and de- 
prived of their mistress the hea rt an d_home of Aaron Buit. 
They had lived together twelve years — twelve happy and_bci- 
tuuphsn^yenrs. 

Burr was not given to sentiment. It was his principle not 
to mourn over an ii'revocable calamity. " The best compliment 
you can pay me," he used to say to his wife, " is to be cheerful 
while I am absent." If he did not visibly grieve over her 
death, to the last day of his life he spoke of her in terms of 
emphatic and unqualified admiration. Among the very last 
words he ever spoke, was a sentence like this : "The mother 
of my Theo. was iho best woman and finest lady I bavo ever 
known." 

His daughter, a rosy little girl of eleven, was all that now 
made his house a home. From her infancy his heart and 
mind had been interested in that most fascinating of employ- 
ments, the culture of a being tenderly beloved, Witli what 
anwearied assiduity he pursued the sweet vooation 1 Ilii let 
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.««, wriltGn from his senatorial ilesk at Phiiadelpliia, snow 
tbat liU tioinu thoLiglits were divided between the sick mother 
and the §tiidioiis cllild ; nnd when the mnlhnr'a BiiflTciing!) were 
over, the daughter's improvement abitorbed liia care. He pur- 
mied this darling object intelligently. " Ciirsed_effeuts_ gf 
fashionaUejeduentioii !" he writes to his wife, in Theodora's 
lenlTTVL'ar, " of which both sexea ai-e the advueates, and 
yours eminently the vietims. If I could foresee that Theo. 
would beixime a t?tere fashionable ttomai), with fill the attend- 
ant frivolity and vacuity of uiind, adoroed with whatever 
f^ce nnd allurement, I would earnestly pi'ay God to take her 
forthwith hence. But I yet hope, by her, to convince the 
world what neither sex appear to believe — that women have 
■ouls!" 

He appears to have gone to the opposite extreme. In her 
tenth year she was rcadlni; Horace and Terence, In the orig- 
inal Latin, learning the Greek grammar, speaking French, 
fltudying Gibbon, practicing on the piano, taking lessons in 
dancing, and learning to skate. Like all her race, she was 
precocious, and was accounted a prodigy, and she venlly was a 
diild of superior endowments ; but no girl often could pursue 
Buoh a course of study without injury. Doubtle:^, thu dcli^ 
oaoy of her health, in after years, was due to this excess of 
Btudy in childhood. As a child, however, she seemed to 
thnve npon the too luxurious diet ; for though she had the 
fkuiily diminuliveneas, she was a plump, pretty, and blooming 
girl. The moral preeocity, which is so much raoie deadly than 
mental, she escaped, as it appears she told fibs, begged off 
from practicing, and was excessively tbnd of a holiday ; which 
may havo kept Horace and Gibbon from destroying her. The 
plan of hei' education was not merely devised by her father, 
but ho peisonally aided in carrying out every part of it. Ho 
explained her lessons, he gave minute directions to her nu- 
merous instructors, he would have nothing learned by rote, he 
encouraged her with commendution, he gently ridiculed or 
sharply rebuked her indolence. When be was in Philadelphia, 
he required her to write to him frequently. He replied as 
often, mentioning each of her mistakes in spelling and gram- 
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mar, romarking upon the writing and style of lipr last letter 
coinpai'ing it with former cfibrts, and awarding praUo or 
blaino, as he thonglit she deserved. His letters to lier are 
very kind, very thoiigbtful, very ingenioiiB, often very wise 
snd good. 

Biii-r iidierited the true pedagogical instinct. One of hia 
epistles ho concludes thns : " Let me see how handsomely yi>u 
can subscribe your unmc in your next htlter, about thin size." 
In another, be tells her bow much pli'naure it would give him 
if she wiuld contrive to liig into her letters occjisionnlly a scrap 
of Terence, apropos. Sometimes he eitiills over the correct- 
ness of her last letter, telling lier he had showed it to Dr. 
Rush, or some other fi'iend, who thought it must have been 
written by a gill of sixteen. He reminds her to sit up straight, 
else she will go into a consumption ; and then " farowelt papa, 
farewell pleasure, farewell lift-." He gives her the most mi- 
nnte directions respecting the style and arrangement of bcr 
letters; tells her that he never purmils one of here to remain 
unanswered a single day, and demands of her the same promp- 
titude. 

The moral adviuo which he gives her is, mosiof it, very excel- 
lent. He insists upon her treating tier govcriies.s with the most 
perfect respect and consideration. "Keinember," he says, "that 
one in the silimtion of madamo has a thousand things to fret 
ber temper ; and you know that one out of himinr for any eause 
whatever, is apt to vent it on every person that happeua to be 
in the way. We must leorn to bear these things; and, Icl 
me tell you, that you will always feel much bLtler, much hap- 
pier, for having borne wiib serenity the spleen of any one, 
than if yon had returned spleen for spleen." Nntliing eould 
be better than that, In the same letter he remarks : " I have 
often seen madame at table, and other situations, pay you the 
utmost attention, offer yon twenty civilities, while you ajv 
pcarcd scarcely sensible that she was speaking to you ; or, at 
the most, replied with a cold remercie, without even a look ol 
wtisfaction or complacency. A moment's reflection will eon 
vince yon th.it this eonducl will be naturally construed into ar- 
rogance ; as if you thought that all attention was due to yoa 



A dENATOR. SOB 

and as if you felt above showing the least, to any body, 1 
know that you abhor such sentiiUL-nta, and that you aro inca- 
pable of being autuated by them. Yet you expose yoursolf to 
the censure without intending or knowing it. I believe you 
will in future avoid it. Observe bow Katalie replies to the 
smallest civility which is ofiered to ber." That, too, is sound 
moriklily. 

But there is, occasionally, a passage in bis letters to her 
wliioh has the Cbestertieldian tainl. The worst exaniplo ot 
thJE kind is the following: "In cose you should dine in com- 
pany with Mi-8. , I will apprize you of one circumstance, by 

a trifling attention to which yon may elevate yourself in her 
esteem. She ia a great advocate for a very plain, rather ab- 
stemious diet in children, as you may see by licr conduct with 
Miss Elizabeth. Be careful, thereibre, to eat of but one dish ; 
that a plain ro»st or boiled : littlo or no gravy or butter, and 
Vtfy gpariiiffli/ of dc^sai't or fruit : not more timn half u glasa 
of wine ; and if more of any thing to eat or drink is ofl'ercd, 
decline it. If Uicy ask a reason — Papa thinks it not j/Qod/</r 
me, ia the be»l that uun be givcu." 

Theodosia rewarded her father's solicitude by becoming 
tbc best educated woman uf her time and country, as well 
as one of the most estimable. She never, of course, com- 
pleted tbe conquest of Latin or Greek, but French she made 
entirely ber own ; and wrote an English style that could bo 
elegantly playful, or correctly sti'ong, as the subject required. 
On one occasion, during her liitlicr's public lite, she translated, 
for bis use, the Constitution of the United States into French. 
Sho also, at liis request, undertook the ti-anslation of one of 
Bcnlham's works from French into Englisb, and partly exe- 
cuted it. Her father never ceased, while she lived, to direct 
and urge the further improvement of ber mind. From the 
deepest abyss of his misfortunes, be coulj still siy to her, 
" He whatmy heart desires, and it will console me tor all iha 
evils of life." And what a daughter was she to bim I From 
the age of fourteen, the engaging mistress of his household, 
the companion of his leisure, the fiiend of bis mind! lo othei 
days, bis eloquent, persistent, fearless, indomitable ohampioul 



B04 



LIFE or AABOir BUBB. 



Colonel Stoue, in his Life of Brant, the Indian ^hief, ^%ea 
as a pleasant ^rlimpse of Theodosia Burr in lier fbuiteenth 
year. SIio was then a grown woman, and leisned siipremu 
over her father's house during hU long absence at the seal of 
government. Brant, during one of the closing years of Bnrr'fi 
Knatonthip, visited Philadelphia, where, for some time, tho 
nagniHeent Indian was a fiishionable lion. Colonel Burr gava 
him a dinner party, whieh Volney, Talleyrand, and other nota^ 
bilities attended. The incidents of that entertainment iwed 
to be related by Burr for forty years after they occurred, and 
they have been communicated to me almost in hisown words, 
But, nn fortunately, the chief's English, though innocent, and 
infinitely amusing to the guests, can not be repeated to a 
filstidious public, and, therefore, the humors of that banquet 
must remain for ever unrecorded. Suffiee it to say, that the 
Frenchmen were delighted with the lion, who roared jiis best 
for their pleasure. Before Brant's leaving Philadelphia for 
New York, Colonel Burr gave him a note of inti-oduction to 
his daughter, in which he requested her to show him every 
attention. 

"Miss Theodosifl," says Colonel Stone, who derived tho in- 
formation from Burr himself, " received the forestnshief with 
all the coui-tesy and hospitality suggested ; and performed the 
honors of her father's house in a manner that must have beon 
as gialifying to her absent parent as it nas creditable to her- 
self. Among other attentions, she gave him a dinner pai-ty, 
selecting for her guests some of tho most eminent gentlemen 
in the city, among whom were Bishop Moore and Doctors 
Bard and Hosock. In wiiting to her father upon the subject, 
she gave a long and sprightly account of the enteiloinment. 
She said that, in making tho preliminary ai'i-angenients, she 
had been somewhat at a loss in the selcetion of such dishes as 
woaid probably suit tho palate of her principal guest. Being 
a savage warrior, and in view of the many tales she bad 
beanl, of 

" ' Tho cannibals that each oilier eat, 
Ths tkotliropophagi, and mea wboM beads 
DogtDV bsnsatiil 
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■lie nddGd, sportiveiy, that she bad a mind to lay the hospital 
ander contvibutioii for a hiiinan head to bo served up like a 
boar's lioaO in anciunt liall barbaric. But, after all, she fount] 
faim a most ChrUtian and civilized guest in his manners." 

Duiing these years of greatness. Colonel Burr, like most 
other persona in his sphere, wns an oivnor of slaves, who were 
employed as household servants. Tliat ho was a kind and con- 
fiiduraie master to them, his letters to Theodosin, and tA«ir 
letters to him, give touching evidence, "Poor Tom," he 
wiites of a servant who had met «ith an acuitlcnt, " I hope 
you lake good care of him. If /le in coiijined by his leg, he 
mutt pay t/te greater attention to /us reading and writing.^^ One 
of bis lettcra t'l-om Philadelphia lo Theodora, concludes thus : 
" Alexis oAen bids me to send yon some polite and respectftd 
message on his part, which I liave hitherto omitted. He is a 
&itlil'ii1, good boy ; upon our return borne be hopes you ivill 
teach him to read." Another letter alludes pleasantly to two 
of bis servants. " Mat's child," be tells Theodosia, " shall not 
be christened until you shall be pleased to indicate the time, 
place, manner, and name. I have promised Tom that he shall 
take luc to Pbilaiielphia, if there be sleighing. The poor tel- 
low is almost crazy about it. Ue is importuning nil tlie gods 
for snow." 

He corresponded with his servants, when away from home. 
Their letters to him are very artless and pleasing, " Wo are 
happy to hear," says " Peggy" in one of her leltern, " that Sam 
and Ueorge and the horses are in good order, and all the fam- 
ily gives their love to them." Another of Peggy's epistles 
oonclndes tlius : " But, muster, I wish to beg a favor of you ; 
please to grant it. I have found there is a day-school, kept 
by .tn elderly man and liis wite, near to our house, and if mas- 
ter is willing that I should go to it fur two months, I think it 
would be of great service to me, and at the same time I will 
not neglect my work in the house, if you please, sir," Peggy 
received an immediate answer, granting her request. She rs- 
plies in a few days : " I go to the school, »ncG master ia will* 
ing, and I like the teacher very much. He pays great atteu- 
tion to m? learning, and I have teached Nancy her letlem ever 
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ginco you have been gone, which I think will be of as much 
service to her aa if she went to Bchool. We are all well at 
present, and I hope that you are the same." She tells her 
niastcr, in llie game Icttor, that there has been a report in the 
lapcr that ho had been svotmded in a duel, and thatttie family 
were all very uneasy aboat it, though the story was not be- 
ieved in the tonn, lie replies immediately that he is per- 
fectly well, and has had no quarrel with any one. Ho urges 
her to go to school punctually, thanks lier furteauhing Nancy, 
and says he shall soon go home and give them all New Years' 
presents. 

All this ia very amiable. There never lived, indeed, a more 
completely amiable man than Aaron Burr. Generous, thought- 
ful for the pleasure of others, careless of his own, n pleasant, 
composed, invincibly polite pcnion, credulous even, easily 
taken in by plausible sharpei>, but with these soller qualities 
relieved by courage, tact, and industry — who could have fore- 
seen for sneh a ehai-acter the destiny lie encountered, the in- 
famy that blackens his name? 

But, in this difficult world, in this justly-ordered universe, 
to bo amiable is not enough. 

An anecdote, related with gi'cat animation by himself of 
this period of his life, will suffice to indieale one of his faults 
against society. He was sitting in his library reading one 
day. A lady entered wilhont his perceiving her, and going 
up softly behind his chair, gave him a slap ou the cheek, say- 
ing, " Come, tell me, what tittle French girl, pray, have yon 
hail hercf" The abruptness of the question, and the positive 
manner of the lady, deceived him, and he doubted not she 
had made the discovery. Ho adui>lted the fact. WhcrGUjx>n, 
his fair inquisitress burst into loud laughter at the success of 
Iter aititice, which she was induced to play off upon him from 
the mere circumstance of having smelt musk in the room. 

Viwn this and other points there will be lime to enlarge 
when ivo reach the expiatory yeai-s of his life. At present, wti 
must attend to the affairs of the nation. 
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It was the fortune of Aaron Burr to contribute, in a re- 
markable manner, to the first triumph of his party. That the 
reader, not fresh in the early history of his country, may tfti- 
derstand the importance of that triumph, it is necessary that 
he should be informed or reminded of the state of parties, and 
the feeling of the country, and of the character of certain lead- 
ing persons who flourished at that time. This chapter, then, 
is to be a digression — to be skipped by a reader who is in 
haste. 

" Whig and Tory belong to natuial history,'* Mr. Jefferson 
used to say. This truth, that free communities naturally di- 
vide into two parties, one in favor of keeping things as they 
are, the other strenuous for making them better than they are, 
simplifies the study of political history, and should always be 
borne in mind by the student. It is not an infallable guide 
through the labyrinth of party politics, but it greatly assists 
the groping explorer. 

An historian might divide our political history into three 
periods. The first began with the adoption of the Con- 
stitution, and ended with the election of Jefferson ; a period 
which, in the recent language of Mr. Seward, " gave to the 
country a complete emancipation of the masses from the dom- 
ination of classes." The second began with Jefferson, and 
ended with the annexation of Texas. This was the period of 
peaceful democratic rule, the fruit of Jefferson's ideas and 
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Biirr'8 tactics. The third period began wUh Teian, and will 
end ivitt ihe final settlement of the slavery pi'oblem. Wa 
have now to do oDly with that eventful twelve years when the 
new deniDcralie ideas contended with old Custom and old 
Thought in this country. It was eminently a period of " bad 
eeling ;" as periods are apt to be in which narrow opinions 
and the narrow vii'tues that grow out of them, are rudely as- 
sailed by the larger, half-comprehended ideas of a greater limt 
ooming. To give an adequate picture of that eventful and 
most intei'esting time would require a volume, and a genius, 
A few glimpses are all that can be afforded here. 

Until George III. began to rtign(l760), the political parties 
of the American colonies were about the same as those of 
England. John Adams, who could himself remember as Eve 
back as 1745, has a great deal to say, in liis dinries and lettei-s, 
about pai'tics and parlizans in America before the Revolution. 
Besides Whigs and Tories, he records there was a party for 
the Pretender in the colonics. One of his letters contains the 
following passage : " You say, our divisions began with Fed- 
eralism and anti-Federalism. Alas I ihey began with human 
nature ; they have existed in America from its first plantation. 
In every colony divisions always prevailed. In New York, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Massachusetts, and all the rest, a 
court and country party have always contended. Wliig and 
Tory disputed very sharply before the Revolution, and in 
every step during the Revolution, Every measure in Con- 
gress, from 1774 to 1787 inclusively, was disputed with acri- 
mony, and decided by as small majorities as any question is 
decided in these days." 

In another letter of Mr. Adams's, the following interesting 
statement occura : " It was reported and believed (in the 
colonies) that George II. had uniformly resisted the importn 
nities of ministei's, governors, planters, and projectors, to in- 
duce him to extend the S3'stem of taxation and revenue in 
America, by saying, that * he did not understand the colonies , 
he wished their prosperity. They appeared to be happy at 
present; and he would not consent to any innovations, thfa 
consequences of which he could not foresee.'" 
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Sensible king I Btit, early in the next reign, the " ininia- 
lers, govemorK, plnntL-ia, and projectors" begun to have their 
way ; anil from that moment began the history of parlies in 
America, How alow the loyal colonists were to resist, or 
even to remonstrate! "No king," wrote Joseph Reed, in 
17T4, "ever hud more loyal aubj eels, nor any country more 
■ficctionatc colonists than the Americans were. I, wlio am 
bnt a yoimg man, remember when the king was always men- 
tioned wilh a respect approaching to adoration, and to bo an 
&iglishvian was alone a snfficient recommendation to any 
office or civility. But I confess, with the greatest conoero, 
that those happy days seem swiftly passing away," 

In the year preparatory of the Revolution, Whig and Tory 
were words of meaning. Shall wc submit? Shitll wo ro- 
BiBt ? The issue was marked. Beginning with a minority of 
one, the party for resistance gathered strength with every 
new aggression, till, in 1778, two thirds of the native colo- 
nbUi, as John Adams computed, were in favor of independ- 
ency. 7*100 thirds ! not more ; as any stndent of the period 
will soon discern. In 1777, it is questionable if the Whigs 
were even in a majority. We read without sui-prise, for hu- 
man nature is human nature even in the mosl heroin times, 
that Avlien the British army was approaching, people hastened 
to nail a rag of Tory nd to their front doors, and when the 
patriot army marched by, the raga of tho whole region tamed 

The war ended. Blue was in the ascendant, and Red was 
nowhere. The active rich Tories fled ; tho active poor To- 
ries, cowed and suppliant, became, as wo have seen, a bone of 
contention with the exultant Whiga. Htmiau nature asseited 
itself, and again there were two paixies in the country. In 
ihe numberless ifuits and questions that arose in the State of 
New York respecting the property and rights of the ox-Toriea, 
Hamilton and his Schuylers were the champions of a defeated, 
a prostrate faction. Burr and the Clintons were the defend- 
ers of the doctrine that to the victors belonged the spoils of 
victory. 

Next arose the great question of the acceptance or rejo» 
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lion of tlie Coiistitiitioii, After a period of doubt mid atru^ 
gle, the intensity of wliidi tlie average modein reador can 
knoH' ti.Ubing nWiil, beciiiao the tiiBtoriaii Ims not yet 
emerged who can ti^ll the story, the Conatittition ivns ao- 
cepted, and set in motion. The batUo then snbsidi'd, 1iiit did 
not conse. The atiti-Fv-di-ralists still clamored forajnendmenta. 
They thought the eentral government too strong, too inij>o» 
ing, too Biitish. It reduced the impoitancc of the States, 
A Governor, m-Ijo hucl held his head liigli above all men's, was 
an insigniticnnt otiiuial in comparison with the Phesioknt of 
THE UsiTKD Si'ATEs ! Tlic Federalists, on tlic eonlrarv, tliDiight 
the govenimcut fatnllj' meitieient. It became, however, the 
general desire, that the ConBtittitiun, snch as it was, shoald 
have, at least, a fair trial. With that Iccling, Wnxhingtou 
( imod his back upon the home where be was alone a conieitted 
man, and journeyed with heavy heart to \cw York to oi-gan- 
ize the new government- 
It must be mentioned that the country was slill veri/ En- 
gUah. Souial disliiiclions were marked and undisputed, and 
a gentleman was a gentleman. There were great landowners 
in the interior who lield the position in society that country 
gentlemen now do in Englatid. They had numerous tenants ; 
they were justices of the j*eacc; they were elected, as n matter 
of course, to the legislature; ihoy were the ffaitry of thti 
country, to whom the country, without a icbellionn ilionght, 
took off its bat. "Society" in the cities was exeliisive. It 
consisted of & few great families, who admitted witliin their 
cu'cie only officials and other consequential persons. A geutle- 
man was really an imposing fignre at that day. Veare alter th* 
Revolution, John Hancock dressed in a style that now, even 
upon the stage, we shoidd think rather eslravaganl. Upon 
h;a powdered and pig-tailed head, he wore a cap of red velvet, 
which covered, without concealing, one of white eambiio ; the 
cambrio being turned over the velvet, and forming a border 
two inches wide. A blue damask gon'n, lined with silk, a 
white stock, a white satin cmbroideved waistco.it, black eatiE 
breeches, wliitu silk stockings, red morocco slippers, alvei 
bucklex T, knee and instep, were other arlicles of hi.t attire 
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kh-y/a .ill there was in his manner a mingled (ligaity and sweet 
ticsx, >vliiuli was not rare at that time, but the very tradition 
of wliidi ia iioiv scarcely known to the people of llie United 
Stales. Politeness ivns one of lliO exclnNve, siipei-fidal good 
tbings \vliiuh demoorncy h.id ritdely to destroy, in order that 
K deeper and better politeness nii^^ht become possible and uni- 
versal,' a politeness without any lies in it. 

T!ie power of the " geTitvy" was, of coui'se, lessened by Ihfl 
Rcvoliilioii. They had never been n numerous chss in tho 
colonies; and tbo Revolntion mined perhaps one half of 
Iheni, The peace drove a large niimbei' to Cnnndn and En- 
gland. The young nation, therefore, over which Washington 
presided, was a nation of rustics, but rustics who Iiad, as yet, 
but dim perceptions of their lights and power, rustics habitu- 
ated to lake off their hats to gentlemen who were got up r*. 
gardiess of expense, and who rode about in chanots drawn by 
(bur hoi-ses, or by six. 

The Fieoch Revolution woke the dozing giant. 

The tiist <lelirium over, the French had to fight a continent 
iu arms, and during that enormous contest there conid not be 
a neutral heart. American politics, in those yeai-s, resolved 
iherasi'lvcs into this all-including question, W/iicA side ahaU 
vie take f Or, which nation sh.all our young republic adopt 
ns ally and exemplar, France or England ? 

Fear intcnslhcd tho excltemcni with which this question 
was discussed ; for ibo nation was not yet powerful ; it was » 
boy looking on while giants wrestled. Every one fcmed Ibr 
tho ftability of the new, tho untried government Some 
thought it would dissolve into anarchy ; others, that it would 
degniewio into monarchy; some lived in teri-or of warj 
rthri's foreboded national bankruptcy, Nothing but an aOOr 
jicrvniling and constantly- ope rating fear could, I think, hiiva 
wrought up the tvo paiiies into such a frensiy. This goners 
tion lias witnessed the landing on these shores, niiiid the 
BEdute of athousrtndguns, and tho cheers of two hundred thou- 
sand excited spectators, of the orator Kossuth, From tlist 
great furoro, judge of the nation's delirium when, to its natural 
symiuiihy with a beloMcd nation struggling agaiuBt des|iot^ 
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WHS added a fear of being diawn into the niBCIstroni of their 
prodigious n-atfure. Tlie ardent souls, I know, desired *,his; 
*9 thfl same temperaments were for drawing tho sword in de- 
fense of Hungary. But the nation knew better; knew that 
peace was its otili/ pohcf . In time, too, came sUghts, insults, 
injuries, first from one belligerent, then from tho other, U 
mingle ragfi with the other iiiSamod paasionii. 

At the seat of government, during this excitement, there 
were four men of more importance than any olhei-s, as well 
from their great characters as their great places. Theso wero 
Washington, Hamilton, Adams, and Jefiiii-son. Of Wnsliing- 
ton I need not speak. For sixty ycar.s, the object of tho un- 
discriminating lulogy of politicians and rlictoriciaue, who have 
■ought to use his vast popularity'fovtheir own purposes, the 
character of tho man has been so obscured, that to only the 
most studious eyes can it now becoma disoomiblo. By claim- 
ing for him every excellence known to human nature, his true 
glory b sncriliced, and the benefit of his great example squan- 
dered. But I am not to speak of him, and need not, fur the 
part ho played in this drama was more passive than active. 
He was the Uock to which the shij> of Stato was moored. The 
great measures of his administration wero devised by Hamil- 
ton, his firat Secretary of tlie Ti'easury, who was tho real ruler 
of the country duiing all these twelve ycara' of democracy's 
•trugglo for supremacy. 

Alexander Hamilton was a shining specimen of a class of 
ebaroctci's which Great Britain produces in numbers: men of 
sdministrativo ability, of active, auggeativo intellects, but of 
understandings that will not admit a revolutionary idea — that 
is, an idea really in advance of their time. These men wiold 
the toolsof government with dexterity; with pertinacity they 
cling to the old methods. Hamilton, it mviBl be ever remem- 
bered, was no Amciican ; he never understood America ; and, 
M he himself confessed, ho was "not the man for America." 
The English government was his ideal; his dream was to 
make America a lai-ger and better England. Ho was foi- a 

* Ruflts King wroCo to Hamillon Ihnn London, that tUo most popuUr mm 
■ Bngland wore, llrst, Geo:^ II L, mid, next to liim, Gaar^ WaBliLugtaii> 
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JtroDg, It regalar, an imposing government ; he eiipported 
Qenci-al Wasbington in hU levucM, hU slato dlungrs, hia 
iipeeolies to Congress, his birtii-Jay celebrations, and the otlisr 
Ibrms wliich rcmindcil tbe Republican pnrty of a roytd court. 
He thought tho interested support of the wealthy classes wm 
necessary to a strong governioent. He was oxnotly as muob 
of a Democrat as George IH. or William Pitt. In the peopit 
be had no Ihith ; and thought it vala to attempt to convince 
them by argument and fact ; the mob was an unreasoning 
diild, to be coaxed, flattered, used, and, above all, governed. 
This enormous blasphemy against God's image ho repeats, 
in great vaiicly of phrase, in bis private letters, " Vou art 
your own worst enemies," be ouco said, in a stump speech, to 
tbo people of this city. 

The basis of Hamilton's moral cliaracter was noble and di» 
interested ; no man more honorable in bis feelings than he ; 
none more generous or more kind. He loved the country of 
his adoption, and would have died to save it ; that is, to con- 
vert it permanently to his way of thinking. He was confident 
that the " crazy old bulk of a Constitution," as be used to 
term it, eould not last. A crisis was approaching. When it 
arrived, then the Federalists would save '.iielr oountry by giv- 
ing it a government that conid govern. But Hamilton wu 
an honorable man : he would stand, ho said, resolutely by tb« 
Constitution till tbe old bulk did^o down ; it eboulit have th« 
fairest of fair tiials. He was morbidly in earnest. Gouverneur 
Uorris, who loved the man, says, in one of his lelter<i, " Our 
Door friend, Hamilton, bestrode his hobby, to the gieat aa> 
uoyance of his friends," Hamilton had no great bold upon th« 
people except ns the man trusted and preferred by Washing- 
ton. I think Washington liked him bettor than any man in 
Uie United States ; fur Hamilton, too, was an lioncst man, and 
be had, what tbe President bad not, a rapidly-suggestive mind, 
and a fluent tongue. Honest, 1 say ; but not honest as Wash- 
ington was honest. In the maddest party contentions. Wast 
Bgton's intcgi'ity was never shaken, nor questioned, except 
by fools. But in the strife of parlies, Hamilton did, more Uian 
onoe, more than twice, adoUe measures which no man will 
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DOW defend. Ho bud tlie foible, bo cotnmon in this lountrj 
nftei llie Itevolutioo, of valuing himsolf chiefly upon his mili- 
tary talents. He liad alao the soldierly weakness ivith legard 
to women. His passions were waim, and he indulged thom; 
but not, aa is often whispered, nnd Bonielimes printeii, to the 
extent of profligacy. Ho loved lovely women, nnd lovely wo- 
men loved liini. In one notorious instance, probably in other 
instances, his p.issions led him astray. 
J^- The full-length portrait of Hamilton, painted by Trumbull 
for the city of New York, which used to adorn the old Ex- 
change, and was snstched, damnged, from the great lii'o ot 
1835, is pieserved at tlie Library of the New York Historical 
Society. The picture is precious, and should be either re- 
stored or copied. Within these few yeara, Mrs. Hamilton 
stood before it, and pronounced it "a good likeness of the 
general." On the torn canvas, we discern a slight, erect, 
nnder-sized, elegant figure, with a blight, rosy face; a man, 
one would think, more fitted to shine on the baltle-lield and 
ia the drawing-room, than in an office with a hundred elcrka 
around him.* 

A writer who saw Hamilton, describes htm in these words : 
"He WHS expected one day at dinner, and was the last who 
came. When he entered the room, it was apparent, from the 
respectful attention of the company, that he was a distin- 
gnishod individual. He was dressed in n blue coat, with 
bright buttons; the skills of his coat were unusually long. 
Ho wore a white wui$tcoat, black silk small-clothes, ivhite silk 
stockings. The gentleman who received him as a guest, in- 
troduced him to such of the company as wore strangers to 



* The bust of Hatnilton by Oerracd in the Philadalpliia Acadomj of Flno 
A-iti allows us a dilTerent (iicc. The fixtures aro gtx>d coaug-b, but uol liber 
•Itj dispoaod; a Bomewbat contrartdd couuteniiDcc, wUIi sligliiljr orcrbang- 
iug rorcbead, and a nuLsa of propelting force bcbiad tbo oara, Tliere is also s 
mi:, jituni ui* Hamilton ia tbis cit/, paintod fram liTe, wbicli oxliibits a Eeoiutl 
fhllDOBS of cbcGk Dud chin. It ia aa ingtunce or tbo uardiablrncssof liiaioiT' 
Uiat of tlio nix most accoasibls portraita of nomiltoii, on); two (and thoM 
Ibe worst pictures) look u if tlier were dasigued to resamble the ttm* 
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Dim ; to oajh lie made a formal bow, bcntliiig very low, the 
ocremuriy ol' eliaking lianda not being ultHurvcd, The &me 
of llotnillnn liad reached every one who kiicif any thing of 
public men. Ilia ajijiearance nnd dcpurCiiient ticcordcd \rilh 
the (lignilicd distinction to wliluli he 1iail attuinetl in public 
Opinion. At dinner, wlicnevor he engaged in the conversa- 
tion, every one listened attentively. His niodo of speaking 
wits di^liberate and Hcrioiis ; and liis voice engagingly pleasant. 
In llic evening of the same day he wrta in a mixed assembly 
of both sexes ; and the tranqnil reserve noticed at the din- 
ner labli;, liail given place to a social and playful manner, aa 
though in this he was alone amliilioua to exuel." 

A man thus endowed, and possewiing a Soiitcli tenacity of pur^ 
pose, cjiti not bnt poworlully aftect llic opinions of tlie society 
of which he is a leader and an ornament. Hamilton did. Be- 
udea being tlic sqiil and intellect of llic Ki-dcrnl party, be gavB 
to the upper society of the cities its tone and tendency. 

But there was atiotlier man of irleas, of hII], and of talent, 
acting conspicuously npon the suene ; Thomas Jefferson, Sec- 
retary of Slate. This man, a gentleman by birth, a Demo- 
crat from cunvietion, a reflective philanthropist by disposition, 
had been .tbroad from 1785 to 1T89, and so escaped the travail 
of Con si itu lion-making. Ho left Ills ootnilry while ils natural 
tendencies to Itcpublicnnism were at full tidi'. He found 
Fi-ance lie.aving with llie coming eartlupiako. With his own 
eyes he saw the haggard, ihistle-eaiing peasants. \Vitli Iii» 
own hand lie felt and weighed the sorry morsels of blaclc 
bread thai motlicra gave to hnngry children. In his journeys 
ihrough fair Franco, he was much in the ]iea3:mts' hovels, and 
looked with a wrathful brotliei-'s eyes upon those mean aliodea. 
On the sly, wlien the good woman's face was turned, wu see 
his singular genllcmnu feeling the bed upon wliicli lie had 
valicn care to «t, to ascertain its material and qnalily, and 
looking into the pot to see what the j>oor wretch was cooking 
for her children's dinner. His otUcc of embattsndor made him 
ft resident of cli&tcaus and a frequenter of courts, and ho 
Oould SCO precisely how much of nalurnl right the puny stag- 
leurs and stolid roonscigueurs had to lord it over the sous of 
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toil. The "foUy of heaping importance upon idlola" liccanw 
exceedingly clear io Thomas Jefierson. H« was one of lliose 
rare Ainoi'IcAna wlioui a European tour lias instructed and 
confirmed in liumanc {ivinciples, not ofiemiuated and bi'fooled 

In p«i'Son, ns in charaulei*, Jcfiorson was a contrast to Hnm- 
ilton. Ho nns a tall man, hix tvel one iu etaturo, it is said ; 
well enough proportioned, but not of a compnct, energetic 
build. His legs were long, and seemed toosD-jointed. Ilia 
Welsh cxtractioa showed itself in reddish flaxen li^r, a light 
complexion, bine eyeK, and a general Celtic oast of featiii'ea. 
His manner, says trudilion, was plain and friendly, not polished 
nor imposing. He was n good-tempered man, and his wiitinga, 
•a we Bee, aie calm and tlo wing. But there was lire in Thomas 
Je&crson. Under the cold surfaoe of some of his letters, wo 
can see the lava of hia convictions flowing white hot, Ue was 
no orator : be never made a speech, I believe. 111:1 influence 
was owing fntii'ely to hia character, his social rank, and, above 
til, to the accordance of his convietloDs with the instincts of the 
people of the United States. Jefferson was eminently a man 
of opinions, as diftingnished fiom action, as Hamilton was a man 
of action, as distinguished from opinion. "Tliought," s-iys 
Goethe, "expands: action narrows." Jefiei-son had all tbc 
breadth and liberality which enlightened opinion bestows; but 
in dovining measures and carrying on the actual business of 
governing a State, he would have been excelled, perhaps, by 
Hamilton. In the revoluiionary war, the ardent, executive 
spirits of the conutry sought glory in the field. But Jeffui- 
0on, the scholar, the philosopher, the jurist, remained a civilian 
to the last, and served his country only with his name, his 
mind, and his pen. This fiict, in connection >vitli another, 
namely, that be was only thirty yeara old when the war broke 
out, indicates the man of books. At all periods of liis life, 
war and violence were abhorrent to this contemplative lover 
of his species. 

It ia the Cishion now to underrate Siv. Jefferson. In the 
uloons of our Historical Societies, in the volnmes of Mr. Hil 
dreth's History of the United States, and, indeed, in moat 
polite cii'cles and books of the present time, the character of 
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the Great Bemoorat farca ill, Tlie polite circles an<] books of 
the United Stntcs have never sympathized with wlint abne 
RialLes tho Uiiilcd States a nation of promise. And Tlioinaa 
Jeflursoii, like General Washington, has been for fifty years 
the victim of incessant eulogy. The student of liiatory, theri^ 
fore, Rits down to the investifrntion of his life and character 
with n feeling of wcorinCBs and disgust, expeeting to find him 
as complete a disapjiointment as olhci- great names of that 
period prove to be on doao examination. But no ; Jefferson, 
to the Buiprise of the reader of liis works, is diaooveied to l>e 
a pei^on of original and solid merit. IIo more than shared the 
enlightenment of the foremost man of liis age ; he was in ad- 
vance of his age ; his country has not yet come up to Thomas 
Jefferson. If to General Washington, more than to any other 
man, this young nation otves its existence, to Thomas JetTer- 
von, more than to any other man, it owes the peaceful preset^- 
vation of its grand pcouliaiity. Faults, indeed, he had, and 
fiiidts be committed. An inexecutive man in an executive sla 
tion is sine to make nmtukes. But his merits and service^ 
immense am! various, almost beyond example, fill me with giat- 
itnde and admiration — sinner as he was against my poor hero. 

Longing fur his native fields, Jefferson left France in the 
gloiious year of the Bastile, and came homo to Virginia. He 
had no misgivings about the Revolution: he undei-stood and 
loved the Revolution. Before that puritying storm had burst 
upon an astounded world, he had watched and hailed the signs 
that foi-etold the coming vindication of the lights of man. 
Upto the time of his leaving France, the Revolution had worn 
ordy its nobler aspects, and he sympathized with it, heart and 
intellect. 

He reached Virginia, and was summoned soon by General 
Washington to the office of Secretary of Stale. With ud 
feigned reluctance (for he was an enthusiast in agriculture) ba 
lefl his ample estates and came to New York to join the new 
government. There be met with a surprise. But let us quote 
(Usown languiige: 

"I returiied from the French mission," says Mr. Jeftei'son, 

"m the first year of the new government, having landed 

10 
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in Virginia in December, 1789, and proceeded to Now 
York in March, 1790, to enter on the office of Secretary 
of State. Here, certainly, I found a state of things which, 
of all I had ever contemplated, I the least expected. I 
had left France in the firet year of her Revolution, in the 
fervor of national rights and zeal for reformation. My con 
Bcientions devotion to those rights conld not bo heiglitencd, 
but it had been aroused and excited by daily exercise. The 
President received me cordially, and my colleagues, and the 
circle of principal citizens, apparently with welcome. The 
courtesies of dinner parties given me, as a stranger newly 
arrived among them, placed me at once in their familiar soci- 
ety. But I can not describe the wonder and mortilication 
with which the table conversations filled me. Politics were 
the chief topic, and a preference of kingly over republican 
government was evidently the favorite sentiment. An apos- 
tate I could not be, nor yet a hypocrite ; and I found myself, 
for the most part, the only advocate on the republican side of 
the question." 

Mr. Jeffei*son records part of the conversation which passed 
at a cabinet dinner at this period — present, himself, Mr. Adams, 
and Mr. Hamilton : 

" After the cloth was removed, and one question argued and 
dismissed, conversation began on other matters, and by some 
circumstance was led to the British Constitution, on which Mr. 
Adams observed, 'Purge that constitution of its corrujition, 
and give to its popular branch equality of representation, and 
it would be the most perfect constitution ever devised by the 
wit of man.' 

"Hamilton paused and said, ' Purge it of its corruption, 
and give to its popular branch equality of representation, and 
it would become an impracticable government : as it stands 
at present, with all its supposed defects, it is the most perfect 
government which ever existed.' 

"And this was assuredly the exact line which separated 
the politic^al creeds of these two gentlemen. The one was for 
two hereditary branches, and an lionest elective one ; the 
other, for a liereditary king, with a House of Lords and Com 
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noDS corrupted to his will, and standing betwcon lutii and the 
people. liiimilton was indeed a singular ctiai-acter. Of acute 
on deist an ding, disintciested, honest, and lionorablc in all in-i- 
vnte transactions, amiable in society, and duly valuing viituo 
in piivato liH;, yet so bewitcbcd and perverted by the British 
example, na to be under thorough conviction that corrnption 
was essentia! to the government of a nation. Mr. Adams had 
originally been a Republican. The glare of roy.ilty and no- 
bility, dnring hia mission to England, had made him believe 
their fascination a necessary ingredient in government." 

Han)ilton and Jefferson oould not be an harmonious pair 
of cabinet ministers. Hamilton hated, Jefferson loved, the 
French Revolution.* Hamilton approved, Jcffei-son detested 
the monnrchizing forms of Washington's ndmiuist rations. 
Hamilton wns for a strong and overshadowing federal gov- 
ernment; Jeffci-son was strenuous for the independenue of the 
States. Hamilton was in favor of high salaries and a gen* 
eral liberality of expenditure ; Jefferson, liberal with hia own 
money, was penurioua in expending the people's. Hamilton 
desired a powerful standing army ; Jeffei'son was for relying 
chiefly upon an tmpaid, patriotic militia. Hamilton would bavo 
had our embassadors live at foreign courts, in a style similar 
to that of the courtly representatives of kings; Jefferson was 
opposed to any diplomatic eslabllshment. Hamilton had a 

* liko llio Bourbons, tbo How York FedcralLit learos nothiDi;, and forgets 
LOtbing. While writing tliis page, my cyos wandered for a moment lo llw 
newspnpcrwliieli contained Senator Wodsnortli'sspoccli on the Tiinitr Cliurcfa 
quaetioii (dulivcnxl in Mnrcli, ISIil). Ur, Wadswortli cloimoJ to apeak aa 
■lie reprcacalative of " Iho Jaja, tlie Hamilton^ nod tlia Kings," whom he ert- 
deDtljr rcgnrds as Iho elect of Ilio iicmiui race. AUucliog lo the gcnUemau 
who liiouglil that llie TO^try of Trinil; sbonld not have uochockod control of 
Uio churvli'B e"^' estate, Iho bonorablo nod unlearned Senator said, "Keitlior 
.Jock Code nor Lodm Ilollin over proposed on j tiling bolder. All Jacobinism 
Oonds williout ita priroUol. Tho attockn upon the Doblrsae of France, when 
untold milliooa of property fell the prey of plebeian rapaeiiy, furniahos Iho 
only lit illusiralion which my mind can rscall to oiproa my nbhorroneeof thia 
Uilragcoua proposition." This Is cmiacaCy llnmiltonion. But Tor llamiUoa 
to Bpcnk in that manner of tbo French ILovoluIion was excusable, u bo (tied 
kelbre tho labata of Korea oT iii«inrinn« and biograpliera iiod flooded (hat p» 
Itxl with lijfhL 
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Gjeat opiiiian of the importaneo of foreign comraeroe ; JeSei* 
son knew tfiat liome production and internal trade aie the 
great sonrcea of national wcaltli. Hnmilton gave a polite 
assent to the pi-evailin^ religious creed, and attended ths 
EpiHcopal Churuli ; Jefferson was an avowed and emj>li.itio 
dissenter fioni that creed, and went to the Unitarian cliapeL 
And liiially, Hamilton, the ex-clerk, was a very fine gentle* 
man, and wore the very fine clothes then in vogne; Jefferson, 
the licreditary lord of aci'cs, combed his hair out of pig-lati, 
discarded powdei*, wore pantaloons, fastened his shoes with 
flti'ings instead of buc^kles, and pnt fine-geiitlemanism utterly 
out of his heart fur ever. 

" Hamilton and I," said Jeff'ei'son, long after, " were pitted 
against eaeli other every dny in the cabinet, like two fighting- 
cocks." No wonder. They soon became, as all tlie world 
knowt;, personally estranged, and Hamilton, never too sornpu- 
lotie in political warfare, assailed liis colleague by name in the 
newspapers. From the cabinet the contention spread to iha 
farthest confines of the nation, and became at length the an- 
giiest and bitterest this nation has known. 

A few j>asaagcs from the writings and reminiscences of the 
tjnie will show the state of jmblic feeling dui'ing this contest 
between the new and old idcns. 

Of the exiatement cnused by General Washington's cool re- 
ception of ab«itrd Genet, the French embassador, who made 
a tiiuniphal progress tUrongh the uountry in 1793, John 
Adams wrote to JcflTerson in after years: "You certainly 
never felt the terrorism excited by Genet in 1TU3, when ten 
thoQsaud people in the streets of Philadelphia, day after day, 
threatened to drug Waa/tington out of hi» house, and effect a 
revolution in the government, or compel it to declare war 
in fiivor of the Fiench Revolution, and against England. The 
coolest and the firmest minds, even among the Quakers in 
Philadelphia, have given their opinions to me, that nothing 
bat the yellow fever, which removed Dr. Hutchinson and 
Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant from this world, could have saved 
the United States from a fatal revolution of government. I 
have no doubt you were £ist asleep, in pbilosophioal trancjuit 
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Jty, wlicn ten thonsnnd people, nnd perhaps many more, were 
parading the sti-eets of Philadelphia on the evening of my 
&st day ; when even Governor Mifflin himself thought it hia 
dnty to order n patrol of horse and foot to preserve the poaoo ; 
ffhen Market street was as full as men could stand by one 
•nolher, and even before my door ; when Bome of my dome»- 
ties in frenzy, determined to saciifioo their lives in my defense ; 
when all wqiv ready 1 1 make a desperate sally among the mid- 
titiide, nnd others were with difflculty and danger di'agged 
back by the rest; when I mysell' judged it prndent and neo- 
essary to order chests of arms fiom tlie war-office to be 
brought through by-lanes and back doors, determined to do- 
fonil my house at the expense of my life, and the lives of tb« 
few, very few domestics and friends within it," 

The delirium of the public during the early years of tli« 
French Itevolution, is strikingly shown in a letter wiiicli Mr. 
Adams wrote to his wife in 1794. "The rascally lie," wrota 
the Vice-President, " about the Snke of York in a naffe; and 
Toulon and all the Engliiih fleet in the hands of the Republic- 
ans, was fabricated on purpose to gull the gudgeons ; and it 
completely succeeded, to my infinite mortification. An at- 
tempt was made to get me to read the red-hot lie to the Sen- 
ate, in order to throw them into as foolish a confusion as that 
below them ; but I was loo old to bo taken in, at least by so 
gross an artifice, the falsehood of which was to me palpable." 
This lie, palpable as it was, not only throw the House of Rep- 
resentatives into confusion, but set alt the bells of Philadel- 
phia ringing, and made tlie city, for a few hours, the scene of 
Tociferons rejoicing. 

tiiaydon, in his Metnotrs of tliis period, tells a story that 
pvcs us a lively idea of the popular feeling. " I remember," 
■ays he, " one day at the table of General Mifflin, at this tinie 
President of the State (Pennsylvania), when the Parisian 
conrterans were applauded for contiibuting their patriotic 
gifts, I ventured (Graydon was a thoi-o ugh- going Federalist, 
and ' gentleman of the old school'), to call in question the 
immense merit of the proceeding. I was etared at by a ploua 
clergyman for the sliocking heterodoxy of my sentiments, and 
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shoiiM pmliably liave been drawn into an nltercntiun, no Ices 
difngi'ccnblu limn Jniliacrect, had not the gcnciiil, in n iiietidly 
mannei', piicified the parson by n'liwpering liirii in ibe ear, that 
I was pcrtWlly wclk1inposed, and only sportioEr an opinion. 
So overwiit'liiiing was tbo infatuation, that even Hm godly 
porBonn;;e tia<l qnilc f^irgnt tliat incontinGhcy was n Eiii. IIu 
' eoiild /lave hugged the wicked ahita—they phased him ." " 

Dniing lliis uontcst between young Demncmcy and old Cns- 
torn, a very marked change took plauc in Iho cosUiuk', the 
mannurs, and ihu minor morals of itie people. Tliu fuding of 
equality expressed itself in dress. Jolin Jay, among otiicra, 
alludes, in one of liis lettci's, to llio effect of tlie Frendi Revo- 
lotion in banishing silk stockings and liigb breeding from the 
land. Pantaloons became the onlward and lisiblB sign of an 
inward and invisible republicanism. Huir-powder, pig-tails, 
and shnc-bnckles began to disappear ; and the polite observ- 
ances ll. U bad grown out of the old-world disliuctioris of rank, 
were discMitinued by the move ardent republicans. The re- 
cenlly pHblialied JiecoUeclions of Peter Parley, contain much 
precions and pleasantly-given infi.rmation respceting the 
gradual change that came over tlio :<pirit of tlic coimtry in 
the time of Jefferson. The excellent Parley is a sad Fedci-al- 
ist, it U true, ,ind his sympatliius are much more with the 
good old lime, llian with the better new time; but he is a 
&Ethful and agreeable narinlor. Befoie the JeQersonian era, 
he tells us, travelers who met on the liigliwny )<ahacd each 
other with formal and dignified courtesy ; and ohildren 
stopped, as they passed a grown pei'son, and made the bow 
they bad been practiced in .tt iicliool for Huuh occasions. But 
as democracy spread, these grand salutations " first subsided 
into a vnlg.ir nod, half ashamed and half impudent, and then, 
like the pendulum ofa dying clock, totally ce.ised." 

Another tittle fact mentioned by Mr. Goodrich is signiB- 
cant. "Poimds, shillings, and pence," says he, " were clas- 
sical, and dollars and cents vulgar, for several succeeding gen- 
erations, ' I would not give a penny for it,' was genteel ; ' I 
would not give i lenl for it,' wai plebeian." Among tha 
benelils bestoned upon the country by Jefferson, one was iti 
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idrnirablo curioncy ; which, if he did not invent, lio so advo- 
Silted 118 to insure its ndotUion. 

A ludicrotia nnccdote roliited by tlio srinie author, tbotigh 
of a samen'litkt Inter stage of tlie dcmocrntiu triumph, has an 
historic value. " A Senator of llie Unilitd Sfites," sajs llr. 
Goodridi, " once to10 ino that at this period nil the harl)Cf8 of 
Washington were Federaliiits, nnd lie impntcd it to tlic fuel 
that the leailora of thnl paity iu Congress wore ])on-der and 
long queiicN, and of comse had them dressed every day by tho 
bnrbei'. Tho Democrats, on tlie contrary, wore rfiorl Imir, or, 
at Icnst, small <|neiies, tied up carelessly with a ribbon, and 
therefore gave littk- encouragement to the tonsoriai art. One 
day, as the narrator told nic, wliilo he was being shaved by 
tho leading harber of the city — who was, of com-se, a Kederal- 
ui — the hitler andik'nly and vehemently bnrst ont against the 
nomination of Madison for the presidency by the dcmocratio 
party, which had thnl morning been announced. ' Dear mo !' 
Baid llic barber, ' amely Ibis country is doomed to disgrace 
and shame. What Presidents we might have, sir 1 Just look 
at Daggett, of Connecticut, or Stockton, of Now Jersey 1 
What qnciics they have got, sir — as big as your wrist, and 
powdered ovory day, sir, tike real gentlemen as they are 
Such men, sir, would confer dignity npon the cidef magis- 
tracy; but this h lite Jim Madison, with a queue no bigger 
than .1 pipe-stem [ sir, it is enough to make a man forswear 
his country !' " 

Tlie render, I hope, is one of those who will see in these er- 
tracta iiroof that what democracy destroyed was either s/iain, 
or so mingled with slmni, as to be inseparable from it. But 
many of our sedate and stately forefathers could not see this. 
Jefferson was a name of horror in New England for many a 
year; clergymen preached against liim, and prayed agaiust 
him. even by name. 

Tlierit was great activity of mind at this time. At tho 
beginning of the revolutionary war, there were forty ncw»- 
papcrs published in the colonies. The number had not in- 
orcascd when the Constitution was adopted, in 1797. During 
Waatiingten's lij-st leim, several new papers were starred, hut 
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in Ilia eecottd tci'in, and in the first half of Adams's adniiDistm- 
lion, vlie number oF newspapers doubled. TLei-o were more 
daily |>iipers published in PLi)ade1pliia in 1T08 thttn there are 
in 1857. In the beat of iho warfare between the Federalists 
and Iteimblicans, tbc political papers went rabid, and foamed 
personalities and lies. 

Wliat Jefferson snya of tho press, after some yeai-s of tins 
madness had spoiled it for every good purpose, may be quoted 
here: 

" Nothing," wrote Mr. Jefferson, in 1807, " can now be be- 
lieved wliich is seen in a newspaper. Truth itself becomes 
suspiuious by being put into that polluted vehicle. The real 
extent of this slate of misinformation is known only to those 
who arc in situations to confront iauts within thi'ir knowledge 
with the lies of the day. I really look with commiseration 
over the great body of my fellow-diizens, who, reading news- 
papers, live and die in the belief that they have known some- 
thing of what has been passing in the world in their time ; 
wberoasthe account)) they have read in newspapers are just as 
true a history of any other penod of the world as of the pres- 
ent, except that the real names of tho day are affixed to their 
bbles. General facts may indeed be collected from them, sucli 
as that Europe is now at war, that Bonaparte has been a suc- 
cessful warrior, that he has subjected a gieat portion of Europe 
to his will, etc, etc. ; but no details can be relied on. I will 
add, that the man who never looks into a newspaper is better 
informed than he who reads them ; inasmuch as he who knows 
nothing is nearer to truth than ho whose mmd is filled with 
falsehood and errors. He who reads nothing will still learn 
the great facts, and the details arc all false. 

" Perhaps an editor might begin a reformation in some such 
way as this ; Divide bis paper into four chapters, heading the 
1st. Tiuths, 2d. Probabilities, 3d. Possibilities, 4th. Lies. The 
first chapter would be very short, as it would contain little 
more than authentic papers, and information from such sonrcei 
as the editor would be willing to risk his own reputation for 
their truth. The second would contain what, from a mature 
consideration of all circumstances, his judgment should coo- 



oinile to I)e probably true. This, however, should rather con- 
tain loo little than loo much. The third and fourth ehould bo 
proll-Hsedly for those readers who would rather have lies ibr 
their money than the blank paper they would occupy." 

Jefferson, however, knew the value of the press, and lhn 
•ervices it had rendered. He wrote the passage just quoted 
utter the great Gghl was over, and before the press had begun 
to recover from the denioraliiiation which is one of the reeulm 
of warfare. In 1793, when Washington Eeemed to wish Ji-t 
ferson to dismiaa Captain Freneau (demoorntic editor-in-chief) 
fi-om the post of translating clerk to the Secretary of Slate 
(salary, two hundred and tifty dollars a year), Jefferson said 
to one of his intimates : *' I won't turn him out. Uis paper 
has done more to save the democi'alic system than any tiling 
else." 

The period which I have called the " era of bad feeling," 
began with those game-cook cnoounlera between Jefferson and 
Uamitton in the cabinet of General Washington, iind contin- 
ued, with yearly- in creasing acrimony, till democracy and Jef- 
ferson triumphed in 1800. The struggle would naturally have 
lasted longer, fur Federalism had immense advantages, and 
every new horror of the French Revolution was strength to 
the party that had always denounced it. The two circuui- 
Btanoes which, more than all othera, hastened the republican 
triumph, were, as it seems to me, Burr's management, and 
John Adams's want of management. The part which Burr 
played in effecting the discomfiture of Hamilton and his party, 
will be stated fully in the next chapter. Here, a few words 
respecting Adams may be permitted. 

Glorious, delightful, honest John Adams! An American 
John Bull 1 The Coinio Uncle of this exciting drama I The 
reader, if a play-goer, knows well the fiery old gentleman 
who goes blustering and thundering abont the stage, grasping 
his stick till it qnivers, throwing the lovers into a terrible 
constern^on, hurrying on the catastrophe he is most solicitous 
lo prevent, pluming himself most of all upon his sagacity, 
while he alone is blind to what is passing under his very nose I 
Such is somctiiiug like the impression lefl upon the mind of 
10* 
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one who bcnomes familiar with the characters of this jieriod, 
respecting the man who, ss Franklin well said, was alwayi 
honest, olloo great, and aometiraeH mad. Think of a President 
of the United Slates, who, while his countrymen were in the 
Icniper of 1797 and 1709, conld, in a public address, alhtde to 
liis having had the honor once to stand in ihe presence of the 
British king ! It is simply nmiising now to read of his having 
(lone so ; but, to the maddened Itepublicans of that era, it 
seemed the last degree of abject pusillanimity toward England, 
and arrogant insult to the people of America. Think also of 
a Preddcnt of the United States who coald see, without in- 
terference, a fellow-citizen prosecuted, convicted, and fined a 
hundred dollars, for wishing that the wadding of a ceitaiii 
cannon, tired to salute the President as he passed through 
Newark, had lodged upon an ample part of the President's 
ample person ! One of his own cabinet told Hamilton that 
the " chief was a man wlio, whether sportful, playful, witty, 
kind, cold, drunk, sober, angry, easy, stiff, jesdous, careless, 
cautious, confideiit, close, or open, is so almost always in the 
wrong place, and to the wrong persons." Alien laws, sedition 
laws, and stamp duties, came naturally enough to aach a Pres- 
ident. 

John Adams must never be judged by hia administration 
Xonc of the men of the Revolution came out of the storm 
and stress of our era of bad feeHng quite unscathed. It was 
too mnch for human nature In the revolutionary period, 
this high-mettlcd game-H^ck of a John Adams appeared to 
glorious advantage, made a splendid show of fight, animated 
the patriotic heart, and gave irresistible impetus to the causes 
But he was ludicrously nnfitted to preside with dignity and 
success over a popular government, which must do every 
thing with an eye to its effect ui>on the people. Ilia own cab- 
inet intrigued against him. They regarded Hamilton as theit 
real chief; and Hamilton, lar more than Adams, tca«the iulla- 
encing mind of the government. One who woidd understand 
and like John Adams must read his Diaries and Letters 
which, of all the writings of that time, arc the most human 
lud entertaining. Pickwick is not fimniei-. Pickwick, in th' 
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office of prime minister of England, would not have been 
more the wrong man in the wrong place than John Adanu 
was in the chair of Washington. 

Adnms and Hamilton agreed ia one thing, abhorrence of 
he French Revolation ; and in another, admiration of the 
English government ; and in another, distrust of the masses 
of the people " You thought," stud Adams to a correspond- 
ent, " the French Revolution a minister of grace : I knew it to 
be, from the first, a goblin damned." One of his letters to his 
wife contains a chavactenstic passage on equality. " By the 
law of natare," he writes, " all men are men, and not angels 
— men, and not lions — men, and not whales — men, and not 
eagles— that is, they are all of the same species; and this is 
the most that the equality of man amounts to, A physical 
inequality, an intellectual inequality, of the most serious kind, 
is established unchangeably by the Anthor of nature ; and siy- 
ctety has a rifflU to estabtUh any ot/ier mequaiititii it may 
judge necessary for its good. The precept, however, do as 
yott would lie done by, implies an equality which is the real 
equality of nature and Christianity." 

In one word, John Adams was not in unison with the bn 

•T of the age ; and, being a passionate, dogmatical, obsti- 
1 Date John Bull of a man, ho took not the slightest pains to 
conceal the fact, or to conciliate the people with whom he had 
to do. During his presidency it was, that party animosities 
reached their height. He was elected by a very small plu- 
rality. The Republicans of 1796 were nearly as much elated 
and encouraged by their defeat as were the Republicans of 
1866 by theirs. Events in France gave the President ugna] 
advantages, which another man would have turned to such 
account as to secure the supremaey of his party for yean 
after. Adams continned to fau the flames of party spirit by 
kll that he did, and by all that he did not do. 

The state of public feeling in 1797 and 1798, may be ii> 
*erred from these sentences fiom the letters of Thomas Jeffer- 
son : " The passions are too high at present to be cooled in 
out day. You and I have foimerly seen warm debates und 
high political passions. But gentlemen of different politira 
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would then speak to each other, and separate the business of 
the Senate from that of society. It is not so now. Men who 
have been intimate all their lives, cross the street to avoid 
meeting, and turn their heads another way, lest they should 
be obliged to touch their hats." To another friend he writes ; 
^^ At this hioment, all the passions are boiling over, and one 
who keeps himself cool and clear of the contagion, is so far 
below the point of ordinary conversation that he finds himself 
insulated in every society." To another : " The interruption 
of letters is becoming so notorious, that I am forming a reso- 
lution of declining correspondence with my friends through 
the channels of the post-office altogether." 

With these very miscellaneous and inadequate notices of the 
stirring and eventful period during which America became 
Ammca, we must resume the story of the man whose dili- 
gence and tact assisted the people of the United States to 
realise their fond desire for a government which should truly 
nipresent them^ and heartily execute theiT wiU. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



MEMBEK OF THE ASSBMBtT AGAIN 



Uanbattah Bun Arriii 



flE.TDIT MaXIDVKIU — 

■ PIT— Tai AiHT— Th* 



In OreenUafs Neio York Journal and Patriotic Register 
for February 2d, 1707, amid whole pages ablaze with the vio- 
toriGB of Bonaparte's Italian campaign, and bristling nith the 
short, sharp bulletins and proulatnationa of that portentous 
conqueror, may still be seen a little paragraph which records, 
in the fewest words possible, an event of Borae interest to us, 
which had taken place in Albany nine days befoi-e. The para- 
graph rends thus: "On the 24th ult., Philip Schnyler was 
unanimously (excepting one vote in the Assembly and one in 
the Senate) elected to the office of Senator of the United 
States by the two Houses of the legislature of this State, for 
ax. years, from the 4th of March next, on which day the seat 
of Aaron Burr, one of our present Senators in Congress, be- 
comes vacant." 

The services of the old soldier, then, were recognized at 
iaat. The Federalists were in the ascendant, and the Repub- 
licans, as I conjecture, chose to gratify a war-worn veteran 
with their votes, rather than throw tliem away upon a oaudi 
date of their own party. Schuyler was touched with the 
unanimity of the vote. He was a member of the State Sen 
ftte at the time, and he took occasion to express his feeUngs la 
B bhort speech, full of honest, tnanly feeling. 

The Federalists, as just observed, were in the ascendant in 
the State of New York, John Jay was governor. He had 
recovered much of the popularity lost by negotiat.ng thai 
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famous treaty with Great Britain, for defending wliicti ol tb« 
stump Hamilton had been liooted and stoned in tlie st.i'eetB of 
New York a year before. The party looked strong, and was 

trong, Fi'ance had become a by-word and a taunt, to which 
the Republicans had hardly the faith or face to reply. Tht 
Federalists had only to use their victory in a conciliatory 

pirit, and the State was permanently their own. 

One important loss, however, they had sustained, which led 
afterward to other damaging defections. The Livingstons 
had gone over, enfamille, to tho Republican party. The 
story is, that the family were chagrined, that Chancellor Liv- 
ingston, who had powerfully assisted both to form the Consti- 
tntion and to get it adopted, should have been overlooked in 
the distribution of the great ofEces ; a circumstance which 
they attributed to the jealous enmity of Hamilton. The irate 
Chancellor, it is said, caused the family to be convened ; and 
from that evening, it was observed, the Livingstons, ejcccpt 
Mome remote and rural members of tlie family, voted and 
acted with the Republicans. Accordingly, we find the Chan- 
cellor, at the banquet given in New York in 179S, to celebrate 
the ninth anniversary of the alliance between France and the 
United States, offering the following toast : " May the present 
coolness between France and America produce, like the quar- 
rels of lov-ers, a renewal of love." 

If this account of the cause of Chancellor Livingston's change 
of politics be correct — arid it is given by Dr. Hammond, the 
charitable historian of New York parties, on what he statea 
to be high authority — it only proves tliat General Washing- 
ton was right in thinking Chancellor Livingston an unfit per- 
son for the office of Chief Justice of the United States, Let 
UB admit, however, that the opinion was general, at that time, 
that Hamilton used his inflnenoc with Washington to crnsli 
the enemies and rivals of the honse of Schuyler, nod it was 
doubtless trying to feudal human nature for the head of th« 
Livin^ons to see himself debarred from coveted distinction 
by a foreign adventurer's influential word. 

Hamilton was now approaching the summit of his career 
Triumphant iu his own State, strengthened at Fhiladelpliia by 
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the election of his fatlier-in-law to the Senate, known to be the 
bvoritc of the nation's lavorite, llie unquestioned leadur, though 
not the head of the dominant party, and the confidential ad- 
YiBer of the cabinet, Hamilton was playing a great part in the 
national affairs. It has been before remarked, that, during 
the first twelve years of the yonng nation's existence, it was 
be who really administered the government. For four years, 
Bs Secretary of the Treasury, he devised the great measures; 
for four years, as Washington's adviser and word-iiirnisher, as 
popular essayist and party-intrigner, he supported the system 
himself had created ; for four years, his was the mind to which 
Mr. Adams's ministers looked for suggestion and advice. Can- 
did John Adams, when all was over, declared, that during his 
presidency, Hamilton was " commander-in-chief of the House 
of Sepresentntives, of the Senate, of the heads of Department, 
of General Washington, and last, and least, if you will, of the 
Preddent of the United States." He had won distinction in 
roany of the pni-suits, wherein to excel ia counted peculiarly 
honorable First, orator and pam[ihlcteer ; then soldier, law- 
yer, statesman, author, in swift succession, and in each capacity 
luirivaled. In society too, who so welcome as the young and 
handsome chief of the gentlecnen's party, who knew bow to lay 
aside in the drawing room the cares of State, and to charm the 
gentler sex with the grace of his manners, the sprightlhiess of 
his wit, the warmth of his homage? What wonder that the 
amiable man should have felt bis importance. Let it be ever 
remembered, to his honor, that through all these years of suu 
cess and glory, his most constant thought was for the supre- 
macy of the system which he conscientiously believed to bo 
etwential to the prosperity, and even to the prolonged ezut- 
encs of the Union. 

The election of Schuyler to the Senate could not, of course, 
take Colonel Burr by surprise. Before that event was an- 
nounced, be had matured plans for getting the State of New 
York out of the bands of Hamilton and the Federalists. His 
first Mep was to secure his own election to the State legisla- 
ture, which was the easier from the fact that the city, even 
then was more inclined than the rural counties to the demo- 
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cralic pnvty. Accordiagl;, General Scliuylei', about the lime 
he was conning his speech of thanks to the Stale Senate for 
l)ieii- sulTragL's, wrote to Hamilton, in alarm, to the following 
effect : "Mr,.BnLr, we are informed, will be a candidate for 
a Beat in the Assembly ; his views it is not difficult to appreci- 
ate. Tliey nlarm me, and if he prevails, laj^ekend a total 
cho-nga of politics in Che iirxl Assembly — attended witli other 
(lisugroeable consequences." 

lie did prevail. But nothing particular cama of it, so far 
as lould be seen by the uninitiated eye. In tlie years 1797 and 
ITBti, Colonel Burr seemed absorbed in law and speculation. 
To a great extent he was so. His inactivity was even a sul.* 
jeot of eomplaiut with some members of the party ; but it ia 
probable that his unnoticed exertions during those two years 
Ciontributed as much to the final victory as bis more obvious 
efforts at a later day. WitI) tlie people, a presidential cam- 
paign means merely the few months of turmoil just previous 
to the election; but the politii-ian knows that the first three 
years of a presidential term, wlien the people are occupied 
with their own pursuits, is the period for him to maneuver in. 
This was more the case then than now, because then only 
freeholders voted, and leading individuala bad far more con- 
trol over voles than they can have where universal suffr^e 
prcvaiU. The fitct, too, that presidential electors were chosen, 
not by the people, but by the legislature, gave an immense 
opportunity to a man skilled in political management. 

In a political assembly, though on a test question one party 
may be sure of a majoiity, yet there will always be a certain 
number of men whose partizan feelings are weak, and who are 
therefore open to influence. It was upon these intennediata 
members that Colonel Burr knew how to play, particularly 
the influential country members, who brought to Albany the 
purest intention;!, unsophisticated minds, and an inilnmmabla 
vanity. A member of uncouth manners, and homespun dress, 
whom a d^nty Federalist would have thought bene:ith Ids 
(lotice, Burr was aware might be the great man of a westen; 
county, and carry its vote in his pocket. Such a membei', 
bursting with desire pei-haps to bear his own v-^e in the 
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Dhaiiilier, and to show bis conatituoDtB his name in tUe news- 
pBpei'8, Ccloitel Bun' would request lo introduce a resolution, 
01" lo iJu Bonie other formal buslnesi, that would flatter bis 
uriii^e of personal consequence. Judge Peck, for example, was 
subjected lo this kind uf treatment. Bmr was extremely d&- 
Birons, for a while, that the preaidentinl electors should be 
chosen directly by the people, aa he supposed the State could 
be more easily revolutionized in Ihnt way. Peck was selected 
to introduce the retiolntiona nslcing for a committee on the 
nubject, though there were a dozen membei-a better able to 
support them. 

"Judge Pocl(," says Dr. Hammond,* "although a clear- 
headed, sensible man, was an uneducated emigrant from Con- 
neuliciit. Hts appearance was diminutive, and almo^tt disgust- 
ing. In religion he waa tiinatical, but in his political views be 
was sincere, persevering, and bold ; and, though meek and 
htimble in liis personal demeanor, he was by no means desU- 
tute of personal ambition. He was an itinerant surveyor in 
the county of Otsego, then a new .ind uncultivated part of tlio 
State. He would survey your farm in the day time, exhoit 
and pray in your family by night, and t.ilk on politics the rest 
of the time. Perhaps on Sunday, or some evening in tbo 
week, he would preach a sermon in j'our school-house. No 
man knew better the political importance of such a man, In a 
society organized as the society of the western counties then 
was, than Colonel Burr, and he spared no pains to cause Mr. 
Feck to be identified with the Republican party. Various 
anecdotes have been related lo me, which exhiliit the care 
which Colonel Burr took to shape trifling matters in such a 
way as to act on the mind of Judge Peek and others, so as to 
produetj the great result at which he aimed. The selection ot 
Judge Peck to offer tlie electoral resolutions, flattered hie 
vanity ; it called out ujKin him the malediction of leading Fed- 
eralists ; aud in that way widened the breach between him 
and liis old political friends. Mr. Burr, it is said, with equal 
skill and (lerseverance, applied himself to General German, 
.hen s plain, but strong-minded and highly popular fanner of 
• Uistoryof PoUtlcal PouIpb in the Stalo of Sow Yodt 
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Clienaiigo. The eupport of the democratic cause by thest 
two men was of great trnpoilance to the succcbs of the Re- 
pnblican party in April, 1800, I do not lliink it loo much to 
nay, that had it not been for the papers circulated by Judge 
Peck and Genei'al Gerniaa, and their personal exertion and in- 
fluence, the western district, in the year 1800, would have 
been Federal." 

The electoral scheme failed in the Senate, through the op 
paction of the Federal Senators, and nothing remained tor the 
Republicans but to concentrate their efforla upon sccunng a 
Republican majority in the legislature to be chosen in April, 
1600. Before entering upon that campaign, there are a few 
personal incidents of Burr's life at this period to be related. 

In the summer of 1 797, Monroe and Hamilton bad an angry 
correspondence growing out of Hamilton's amour with Mi-s. 
Reynolds. A duel at one time appeared inevitable, and Mon- 
roe named Colonel Burr as bis second. The affair, however, 
was otherwise arranged. 

In the winter of 1798, Colonel Burr sat in the Assembly at 
Albany, engaged in pushing private bills, and preparing the 
way for future operations. A grand coup which he had meant 
to try at this eessioa, was, for reasons now unknown, deferred 
till the next. 

The year 1798 was the time when the insolence of the 
French Directory toward the United Slates provoked the 
government to measures of retaliation, which, for the moment, 
were concurred in by a great majority of the people, and 
gave an imposing show of strength to tlie Federal party. An 
array was voted ; General Washington was named coramandei-- 
in-chief; Hamilton was made his second in command ; a num- 
ber of brigadiers were appointed. That there might be no 
sign wanting of coming war, a commcrdal revulsion set in, 
and the prisons, aa Jefferson records, were full of the most 
reputable merchants. H.-unilton, now inspector-general, was 
the foremost man of all the nation (for Washington was to 
take command only in case of actual hostilities), and about 
Ihe first use be made of his new authority, was to defeat the 
honorable ambition of Colonel Burr for a niiliWry appoint- 
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(Dent, la the lately published tenth volotne of tlio works of 
John Adams, there is a long letter upon Hamilton's intrigues, 
written in 1815, in wliicii occurs the followiug statement ro- 
speoting tliis matter ; 

" T have never liiiowTi," wrote the ex-Pi'eaident, " in any 
eoantry, the prejudice in favor of birth, parentage, and de- 
cent more conHj'icnous than in the instance of Colonel Burr 
That gentleman was connected by blood with many respecta- 
ble familicB in Nt!w England. Tie was the son of one presi- 
dent, and the grandsoTi of another president of Nassau Hall, 
or Princeton University ; the idol of all the Presbyterians in 
New York, New England, Now Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, Virginia, and elsewhere. He had served in the army, 
and came out of it with the character of a knight without fear, 
and an able officer. He had afterward studied and practiced 
law with application and success. Buoyed tip on those relig- 
ious partialities, and this military and juridical repntation, 
it is DO wonder that Governor Clinton and Chancellor Liv- 
ingston should take notice of him. They made him Atlor 
ney-General, and the legislature sent him to Congress, as a 
Senator, where he served, I believe, six years. At the next 
elecdon he was, however, led out; and being at that time 
somewhat embariassed in his circumstances, and reluctant to 
return to the bar, he would have rejoiced in an appointment 
in the army. In this situation, I proposed to General Wash- 
ington, in a conference between him and me, and through him 
to the triumvirate (Washington, Hamilton, and Finckney) to 
nominate Colonel Burr for a brigadier-general. Washington's 
answer to me was, ' By nil that I have known and heard, Colonel 
Burr is a brave and able officer ; bnt the question is, whether 
he has not equal talents at intrigue ?' How shall I describe to 
you my sensations and reflections at that moment. He had 
compelled mo to promote, over the heads of Lincoln, Clinton, 
Gates, Knox, and others, and even over Pinckney, one of his 
own triumvirates, the most restless, impatient, artful, indeEit- 
igable, and unprincipled intriguer in the United States, if not 
in the world, to be second in command under himself and 
now dreaded an intrigner in a poor brigadier! He did, hew 
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ever, propose it to the triuruvirate, at least to namillon. Bui 
I was not permitted to nominate Burr. If I had been, what 
would have been the conaequenees i* Shall I say thai Hamil- 
ton would have been now alive, and Hamilton and Burr now 
at the head of our aSairsF What then? If I had nominated 
Burr without the consent of the Inuravirate, a negative in 
Senate was certain," 

The biographer of John Adams (the grandson of that im- 
petuous old patriot), gives other particulara. He Buya that 
during the presidency of Mr. Adams, while the Fronoh ex- 
citement was at its height, and war seemed certain, Hamilton, 
Knox, and C. C. Pinukney were nominated as next in rank to 
General Washington in the army then forming. But it was 
left uncertain who of the three should bo the second in com- 
mand. The Federalists clamored for Hamilton. (Hamilton 
himself declared, in effect, that he would accept of nothing 
less.) The Pre»dent invited Washington to decide the qiies' 
tion. But between the general's preference for Hamilton, and 
his reluctance to wound the feelings of the veteran Knox, he 
hesitated so long that the intriguers of Adams's cabinet adopt' 
ed an expedient to hasten his decision, "In the <;asual con- 
versations of the cabinet," says Mr. Francis Adams, " the 
President had let drop some intimation of a wish to give A 
share of the commissions to leading military men of the op- 
pOBiliou. Among the names mentioned by him were those 
of Aaron Burr, and Peter Muhlenburg, of Pennsylvania. 
Knoii-ing tho strong dislike entertained of the former by 
Washington, intimations were soon given him of the tenden- 
des of the President, and the possibility that he might be lia- 
ble to have Burr forced upon him. as quarter-master-general, 
or in some other confidential pgsl." This was enough. Ham- 
ilton was soon named' second in command, and Knox resigned 
in disgust. 

Thus, again, Hamilton triumphed, and in a signal mannei, 
over his rival, whom, indeed, he seemed now to' have finally 
distanced. ■ From « story told by General Wilkinson, who 
visited Xew York about this time, we may infer that HamdtOD 
himself had come to regard Burr in the liglit of a spent pol> 
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tioian. Wilkinson paid bis respects to Gienera! Hamilton lU 
soon ati lie arrived in the city, when the following conversa- 
tion took pluce between the two officers: 

" Well, sir," said Wilkinson, "having Aligned yon with my 
prattle, t now propose to visit an old friend whom I have not 
seen for several years ; but I hope there is no disagreement 
between you which might render the renewal of my acquaint- 
ance with him indecorous to my superior officer." 

Hamilton asked if he meant Colonel Lamb. 

"No," said Wilkinson, " Colonel Burr." 

" Little Burr !'* exclaimed Hamilton, " O no ; we have al- 
ways been opposed in polities, but always on good terms. 
We set out in the practice of the law at the same time, and 
took opjiosito political direction)^ Burr beckoned me to fol- 
low him, and I advised him to come with me. We could noi 
agree, but I fancy he now begins to thmk he was wrong and 
I was right," 

This is in a difierent strain from the *^ embryo Cijesar" epis- 
tle of a few years before ; but Hamilton was now talking to 
Burr's particnlar friend, his brother aid-de-camp in the Que- 
bec expedition, and his confidential correspondent ever since. 
Besides, he only said he was on "good temw" with " little 
Burr." The tone of condescending superiority and conscious 
triumph in the words used by Hamilton in speaking of Burr, 
is the noticeable feature of Wilkinson's story. 

At the next sesMon of the legislature, 1790, Colonel Burr j 
obtained a signal advantage over the wealthy Federalists of 
the city. 

At that time there was, besides a branch of the Bank of the 
United States, hut one banking institution in the city of New 
York, and that was controlled by Federalists, who, as the 
Republicans alleged, used their powers for the furtherance of 
the Federal cause. Both of these banks were, to a considera- 
ble degree, the creation of General Hamilton, and both wcra 
Inclined to support and advance the author of their existence. 
The Republican merchants, it is said, had long been aocus- 
toined to see their Federal competitors " accommodated" by 
the banks, while their own applications for aid were supercil* 
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'ously refused ; and it was their cherished scheme to cstab- 
lifib a bank which §lio\i1d bo as complaisant toward tliem a« 
the " Bunk of New York" was Bupposed to he to traders of 
the other party. But tliis vaa difficult. Besides a chnmic 
prejudice against banks in the popular mind, they had to con- 
tend against a Federal majority in the legislature, which alone 
coidd grant a charter. In these circumstances, Colonel Burr, 
by an ingenious luaDeuver, accomplished what, by direct 
means, could not have been done. 

The yellow fever had recently made dreadful ravages in the 
city, and impressed upon the people the importance of secur- 
ing a supply of bettor water than that furnished by the brauk- 
isb wells in the lower part of the island. Burr availed him- 
self of this state of public feeling. The legislature were asked 
to chaner the Manhattan Company/, formed for the ostensi- 
ble purpose of supplying the oity with water, but the real ob- 
ject of which was to supply Republicans with the sinews of 
war. It was tmceilain, the petitioners said, bow much capital 
the proposed water-works would require, but as it was highly 
desirable not to risk failure by a deficiency of oapital, they 
asked authority to raise two millions of dollars. In all proba- 
bility, they added, this would be too much, and, therefore, 
they proposed to insert in the charter a providon that "tA# 
Mtrplus capital might be employed in any way not inconsist- 
ent with the lates and Constitution of the United States, or of 
the State of Nero York," The bill passed both Houses as a 
matter of course, few members even so much as reading it, 
xaA none, except those who were in ^ the secret, suspecting 
that "Manhattan Company" meant JfanJiattttn Bank. Burr 
gained great applause among the leading Republicans for hia 
adroitness in this aflair, but he lost character with the people, 
and the act stands justly condemned in the records of the 
time. 

These are the naked facts of the affair ; but there were 
palliating oireum stances, beside the alleged misuse of the cap* 
Ital of the other bank. It was proposed in the select commit> 
tee of the Senate, to which the bill was referred, to strikeout 
Uie clause relating to the use of the surplus capital ; where* 
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Upon a meiriber of the committee applied to Colooel Burr for 
ui explanation. Burr avowed the design of using the surplus 
capital to establish a bank, or an East India Company, or any 
thing else the directors might choose, since mei-ely fiirnUhing 

city of lifly thousand iDhabitants with water would not ro 
nnnernto the stockholders. The bill was afterward referred 
to the Chief Justice of tlie State, who advised its rejection on 
Bccountof the unlimited powers conferred by the surplus olause* 
Means were found, however, to overrule his objections, and 
Governor Jay signed the bill, Xeverthcless, the great fact 
remains, that, in this business. Colonel Burrsonght one object 
under cover of another, a kind of political inaiiageraent which 
can never be commended, and seldom excused. 

Whether any show was ever made of bringing in the water, 
does not appear; but the baiik was immediate'/ esiablished, 
and soon became an institution of the first importance. And 
though it was one of the engines of Burr's political destruc- 
tion, yet, in after yeai'S, when he was obscure and powerless, 
the Manhattan bank, as I have been told, was not unmindful 
of the man to whom it owed its establish meut, and showed 
liim fovors which it would uot have granted to any other in his 
situation. 

The immediate eSect of the Manhattan affair was injurious 
tu the Republicjin party. In the spring of ITSe, Burr was a 
candidate for reBleotion to the Assembly, but before the elec- 
tion occurred, the secret of the Manhattan company escaped, 
and a prodigious clamor arose. A pamphlet appeared de- 
nouncing banks in general, and iti ]iarticu!ar the means by 
which Burr had sprung a new one upon a bnnk-fearing city. 
The newspapers took up the story, and meetings denounced 
the dexterous maneuver. The result was, that Burr lost his 
election, and, what was woi^e, the whole Republican ticket 
woa defeated, and the Kepubliean cause, which belbre had 
been gaining ground, received an ominons check. This wai 
the more serious from the fact that, in iwche months more, 
the legislature was to be elected ujion whlcli would devo-'v* 
(ha duly of choosing presidential electors 1 
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In tlie sammer of 1799, Colonel Burr foiiglit his first duel. 
There was a piece of icandal net afloat in the Sttitc, to the 
effect that, for legislative services rendered, the Holland Lsnd 
Company had canceled a bond held against Burr for iweiity 
thousand dollars. A gentlcmau named John B. Cbuivih, hail 
e|>oken with so much freedom respecting the rumor, as to clit^it 
flora the slandered legislator a challenge to moital combat. At 
Hobokcn, on the 2d of September, the parties met, attended 
by their seconds and a surgeon. A ridiculous incident vaiied 
the well-known routine of the proceedings, and furnished the 
town.goBsip with a joke and a by-word Ibr niany a dny. Be- 
fore leaving home. Colonel Burr had been particular to.explatu 
to bis second, Judge Burke, of South Carolina, that the balls 
were cast loo stnnll for his pistols, and that chamois leather, 
out to the proper size, must be greased and put round them t' 
make them fit. Leather and grease were placed in the cas. 
with the pistols. After the principals had been placol. Burr 
noticed Judge Burke vainly endeavoring to drive in the raui- 
rod with a stone, and at once suspected that the grease had 
tieea forgotten. A moment after, the pistol was banded to 
him. With tlmt singular coolness which he was wont to ex- 
hibit at critical momenta, he drew the ramrod, felt of the ball, 
and told the judge it was not homo. 

" I know it," replied the second, wiping the perspiration 
from his face, " I forgot to grease the leather; but, you see, 
your man is ready ; don't keep hira waiting. Just take a 
erack as it is, and I'll grease the next." 

Shots were exchanged without effect. Mr. Church then 
made the requisite apology, and the parties returned to thw 
city ill the highest good humor. 

This affair of the Holland Company's bond was never e* 
plained to the public by Colonel Burr, though the means of 
doing so were at h.ind. He never in his life took pains to re- 
fute a calumny in a public maimer, or showed much regard for 
what is called public opinion. This was both a point of pride 
and a constitutional peculiarity. It was a quality which alont- 
Daast, some time or other, have made him an unavailable can- 
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didate foi- an office in the gift of the people ; for the attain- 
ment of popularity in a ii^piibliu, is a study, a pursuit, a thing 
about H'Uioh a man must never bo caieless, Ilence in rcptib- 
livs, adci' the old virtue is exhauatcd, and before tlie new 
virtue acquires strength, only nonenlittea and hypocrites are 
svailable ; since, to true men, the very idea of seclclng popu- 
larity is loathsome. Burr was not, indeed, a downright 
sirafj^Afr/oTWorrf politician, aoch as every one admires and no 
one cipports ; but he never descended to the mean arts of 
malting personal capital. 

With regard to this scandal, he had but to show that the 
canceling of the bond ivas a perfectly legitimate transaction, 
by which he lost, not g^ncd — facts known to half a dozen per- 
sons whose word no one would have doubted — and it would 
never more have been mentioned to his discredit. But this 
slight concession his pride refused. To a friend who asked for 
an explanation, he stated the fiicts of the case, and added 
these wordx: "This, sir, is the first time in ray lite that I have 
condescended (pardon the expression) to ■'efutc a calumny. I 
leave It to my actions to speak for thomseUes, and to my char- 
auler to confound the fictions of slander. And on Ibis very 
subject I have not up to this hour given one word of explanft 
tioD to any human being. All the explanation that can be 
given amounts to no more than this — 77ial the thing is an 
abeoluCe and abominable lie." 

It does not appear that his silence trith regard to the rumor 
did any pcrueptible damage to Burr at the time. Before his 
own party his character shone with all its previous luster, and 
no well-informed Federalist could believe a story so ground 
less and improbable, ycvertheless, any whisper against 
nian's honor, whether probable or improbable, whether be 
lievcd or scouted, prepares the way for the slanders that blast 
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The circumstances ofColonel Burr at this time were, as Mr 
Adams stated, embarrassed. This was chleSy owing to the 
unfortunate issue of certain land speculations in which he had 
participated, and to his devotion to politics. His praotioe, 
liowever, wae so largo that, with proper care and average for 
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Inne, he would have recovered his losses, and founded ao 
estate. Bat just now, more than ever, there was a demand 
for all the resources of his mind ip preparing for the impending 
struggle between the two great parties. To this contest hs 
Had devoted himsriH 
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It was Aaron Burr who tatight the democratic party how 
to conquer. 

The prospect was gloomy. As the lime for choosing presi- 
dential electors drew near, it became apparent tliat the State 
of New York would decide the conteBt in the Union, and thai 
the city would decide the contest in the State. To every 
leading Republican in the country, except one, defeat looked 
inevitable. John Jay, in 1798, had been elected governor 
over Chancellor Livingston by a majority of 2,382, which was 
then a great majority. In 1799, the Republican ticket in the 
I nty, headed by tbc name of Aarcn Burr, had been defeated 
' by a majority of 900. In April, 1800, the electinj; legislature 
was to bo chosen. Jefferson might well say, as be did say, 
one month before the New York election, that he considered 
the contest more doubtful than that of 1706. But Burr would 
Uot admit the idea of failure. He breathed the fire of blsown 
sanguine disposition into the hearts of his followers, and kept 
every faculty on the alert to take instant advantage of the en 
emy'B mistakes. 

His house became the rendezvous of the more ardent an^ 
resolute members of the narty, who wore proud of their chie^ 
Rod confident that in the abounding resources of his ingenious 
intellect alone lay the means of victory. Mr. Davis tells u« 
tliat this devoted band was composed of young men of gol 
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lant bearing and disintereBled views, who beheld in Colonel 
Burr a patriot hero of the Revolution, who had mingled with 
iheir fathers on the battle-field, and periled his all in their 
country's cause. In this circle no local or personal interests 
were allowed to be discii«sed. One object alone was ever 
mentioned or consiiiered, and that was the triumph of the Re- 
publican parly. The talents, the energy, the reckless courage, 
and the reckless generosity of the young politicians, whom the 
fascinating manner and chivalrous aentlmentj) of Colonel Burr 
had attracted and leagued around him, are testified to by 
many writers of the time. 

Then it was that the party began to submit to that disci- 
pline which gave it twenty-five years of victory. " All who 
numbered themselves as its members," says Professor Ren- 
wiok [Li/e of De Witt Clinton), " were required to yield 
implicit obedience to the will of its majority ; that majority 
was made to move at the beck of committees, which conuen- 
ti'ated the power in the bands of a few individuaU. Denunci- 
ation OS a traitor was the fate of him who ventured to act in 
conformity to bis individual opinion, when it did not meet 
with the general sanction." This omnipotent organization 
was not completed in a campaign, but it began in 1799, and 
grew out of the precepts and the example of Aaron Burr and 
his ' myrmidons.' 

The efforts of Burr and his friends were most opportunely 
assisted by the errors of the Federalists. The government 
was exasperating a loyal nation by its stringent enlbrcement 
5f the Alien and Sedition Laws. Thirty thousand Frenchmen 
and five thousand " United Irishmen," refugees from political 
storms at home, now felt themselves unsafo in the land which 
had been extolled as the asylum for tbe oppressed of all na- 
tions. They were loud and furious against the law which 
empowered the President to banish aliens whom /le should 
deem dangerous to the peace of the United States. Among 
the victims of tbe Sedition Law was the pious politidan, Judge 
Peck, who was prosecuted for merely circuialittff a bitterly- 
worded petition for the repeal of the odious laws. NotliiDjj 
Better could have happened for the Republicans. A beucb 
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warrant was issued. Peek was arrested in Otsego, and von- 
veyed ali llie way to New York, affording to the State an un- 
paralleled and rousing spectacle. " A hundred missionaries in 
the cause of democracy," remarka Dr. Hammond, "stationed 
between New York and Cooperstown, could not have done ao 
much for the Kcpiiblican cause as the journey of Judge Peck, 
as a prisoner, from Otsego to New York. It was nothing lesa 
thnn the public exhibition of a suffering martyr for the fre^ 
dora of speech and the press, and the right of petitioning, to 
the view of the citizens of tho various places through which 
the mai-shal traveled with his prisoner." 

Yet such was the horror of democracy in tho northern 
Stiites, after the total fiiilure of the French Revolution, and 
4uch was the strength of old habits and ideas, that even events 
like tlieso wore not sufficient to ciiange the politics of the 
nation. 

But there was trouble brewing between the Federal lead- 
ers. In spite of his cabinet, Mi'. Adams bad made peace with 
France, and thus frustrated the military aspirations of General 
Uamikon. Besides, Adams was a most unmanageable man. 
He did not like Hamilton, and Hamilton could not enduro 
him, and w.ia determined, by foil' means or by foul, to get rid 
of him. By fair means, this could not have been done, for, 
in New England, the home and stronghold of Federalism, 
Adams was the strongest man. Hamilton's scheme was, that 
John Adams and C. C. Pinckney should bo the Federal candi- 
dates for President and Vice-President, but Pinckney should, 
by secret maneuvers, bo made to receive a vote or two more 
than Adams, and thus be elected to the lirst office. Thepeo- 
ple teere to be deliberaCcli/ cheated. They wei-e to be deluded 
with the idea, that, while voting for certain legislators, they 
were voting John Adams into a second term of the Presi- 
dency ; but their votes were really to have the effect of put- 
ting Adams back again into tlic Vice-Presidency, and of 
making General Pinckney Piesident ! 

John Adams's own graphic version of the story is as foU 
lows: "Hamilton made a journey to Boston, Providence, eta, 
to persuade the people and their legislatures, but without suo 
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ecMy U> throw ftirar fcrme of their Totee^ that Adams might 
not have th(& aDanimoas Tot€; of ^eir Eogiacd ; conscqTieciIy, 
that Pinckner might be brought in as Preadent, and Adanu 
ti Vice-Precident. Washington was dead, acd the Cinczmati 
were assembled at Xew York to choose Hamilton for their 
oev President. Whether he publicly opened his project to 
the whole assemblr of the Cincinnati or not, I will not sav ; 
bot of this I have sach proof as I can not doabt, namelj, that 
he broached it pri^'ately to sach members as he coald tmst ; 
for the learned and pious doctors, Dwight and Badcock, who, 
having V>een chaplains in the armv, were then attending as 
two reverend knights of the order, with their blue ribbons 
and bright eagles at their sable bntton-holes, were heard to 
•ay repeatedly in the room where the society met, *' We must 
tacriflce AdariM^ * We must sacrifice Adams? Of this fact I 
have such evidence that I should dare to appeal, if it were 
worth while, to the only survivor, Dr. Dwight, of New Haven 
University. 

^ About the same time, walking in the streets of Philadel- 
phia, I met on the opposite sidewalk. Colonel Joseph Lyman, 
of Springfield, one of the most amiable men in Congress, and 
one of the moHt candid men in the world. As soon as he saw 
me he crofwed over to my side of the street, and said, ' Sir, I 
cross over to tell you some news.' ' Ay ! what news ? I 
hope it' is good !' ^ Hamilton has divided the Federalists, and 
proposed to them to give you the go-by, and bring in Pinek- 
ney. By this step he has divided the Federalists, and given 
great ofTense to the honcstest part of them. I am glad of it, 
for it will be the ruin of his faction.' My answer was, ' Colo- 
nel Lyman, it will be, as you say, the ruin of his faction ; but 
it will alHo bo the ruin of honester men than any of them. 
And with these words I marched on, and left him to march 
the other way.' 

" I was soon afterward informed, by personal witnesses and 
private letters, that Hamilton had assembled a meeting of the 
dtizens and made an elaborate harangue to them. He spoke 
of the President, John Adams, with respect ! But with w^hat 
respect, I leave you, sir, to conjecture. Hamilton soon aftei 
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3a1]ed anjthbr aod more secret caucus to prepare a list of 
representatives for the cily of New York, in theii- State leg- 
islature, who were to choose electors of President and Vice- 
President. Ho fixed upon a Hat of his own friends, people of 
Kttle weight or conaiderntion in the cily or the country. Burr, 
who had friends in all circles, had a copy of this li»t brought to 
Lim immediately. He read it over, with great gravity folded 
it up, put il in his pocket, and without uttering another word, 
Bwd, ' JVoic / have him hoUoie.^ " 

And he really had him hollow. In a moment, the raeana 
of carrying the city, upon which all depended, flashed upon 
his mind, and he proceeded forthwith to execute the scheme. 

His first step was to prepare a list of candidates to represent 
the city in the Assembly. But a difficulty arose at the very 
outset : Hamilton's whole heart wau in this election, and it 
was curtain that he would take an active personal part in the 
campaign ; and that, particularly, during the three days of 
tlie election, his harangues to the peopli^ would be more effect- 
ive than ever before. Surr, too, must be on the ground. 
It was also thought indispensable to the complete success of 
the plan, that he should be a member of the legislature. But 
if his name were on the city ticket, it would neutralize his ex- 
ertions, as he would seem to be electioneering and haranguing 
for himself. Some votes would also be diverted fi'om the Re- 
publican side by the recollection of Burr's agency iu the Man- 
hattan Bank afiiiir. In this dilemma, it was suggested that he 
should bo a candidate for the Assembly in Orange coimtv, 
where he was better known and more popular than in any 
other county. This part of the plan was confided to influen- 
Ual Democrats of that county, and, it may as well be stated at 
once, was successful. 

This matter disposed of, the city ticket wm drawn up. 
With matchless audacity, Burr proposed to his confederates 
the following persons as candidates for the Assembly. At 
the head of his ticket, he placed the name of George Clin- 
ton, so lOng the Governor of the State, now retired from 
all public employments, and declining into the vale of years. 
Next came the name, not less distinguished, of the conqueror 
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of IJurgojTL', General Hornlio Gates. Tlien followed Samnel 
Osgoo<l, Henry Rutgers, Elias Neiiscn, Tliomnd Storm, Georgfl 
Warner, Phili|» J. Aiculariii*, Jamea Hunt, Ezekiel Robbing, 
Brockliolst Livingston, and John Swaitwout; all of them gen- 
tlemen who, fur one reason or another, added pecnli.ir strength 
to the ticket. Osgood, for example, had been a member of 
Congress, and Washington's Post mast or- General, nnd was a 
man of the highest estimation in the city. Livingston was a 
very eminent lawyer, afterward Jndge of the Supremo Court 
of the United States. He was a son of that Governor of New 
Jersey whose noble eulogy of Burr's father I have elsewhere 
quoted. Swiirtwont, very popwl.ir for his manly bearing and 
amiable qualities, was Burr's most devoted friend. The name 
of Rutgers is still familiar in a New Yorker's ear, as it lives in 
that of the street where he resided. In a word, Burr's ticket, 
from the celebrity of some of its names, the eminent respect- 
ability of others, and the peculiar popularity of llio rest, was 
the strongest ever offered for the popular suffrages in this 
State. Above all, it was an obvious and striking contrast to 
Hamilton's. 

To draw up an imposing catalogue of names is not a diffi- 
cult feat. To induce those gentlemen to stand was a matter 
beset with difficulties, such as, perhajis, no man in the world 
could have overcome but Aaron Burr. The conseiit of the 
nine less known ^lersons was obtained without much trouble. 
But Clinton, Livingston, and Gates, each representing a fac- 
tion of the great Republican party, each with personal aims, 
claims and jealousies, neither disposed to act with the others, 
were, for a long time, deaf to arguments and to entreaties, 
and immovable in their resolve not to allow their names to 
be used. Gates was one of Burr's peculiar adherents, and ex 
treraely averse to Hamilton and Schuylpr, with whom he had 
been ill friends ever since the time of liie cnbnl in the revolif 
lionary war. Yet neither his friendship for Burr .nor his en 
inity to Schuyler, nor his party spirit, nor all these together 
were strong enough to overcome his repugnance to beiug a 
candidate. Livingston proved the most tractable. After i-e- 
wated interviews, Burr wrung from hira a reluctant consent 
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io run, provided Governor Clinton and General Gates were 
caiiilidiiLea alao. 

This was a great point gained. Burr now applied hitiisetf to 
Gates willi redoubled energy. There xre vague iraditiona 
that the art with wliich Bliit tvorlced upon the fuiblea and 
judgment of Gates wa-s among tlie finest displays of his peun 
liar talent. When all other expedientJi failed, ho reaorted to 
importunate peraiia-sions, and tlie ijeneral whs induced at last 
to say that he would stand, if Governor Clinton would. 

But Clinton was the hardest case of all. Clinton's friends 
called hira a very firm man ; his opponents thought him very 
obstinate. Hia portrait shows the strong, downright, immov- 
able, north-Ireland character of the man. I'e had thick 
bushy eye-hrows, a well developed lower face and double 
ohin, a closed large mouth, a scrutinizing look out of the eyes, a 
jjood raeiiinni forehead, with hia scanty gray hair combed up to 
hide its bald summit. It is the plain, sha^y-looking face of 
an honest, wary north- ot-Irel an der. Now Clinton himself had 
pretensions to the presidency, In ITSo, when he received 
tifty electoral votes out of n hundred and thiity-two, and Jef- 
ferson had but four, it was Clinton, not Jefferson, that seemed 
to be on the high road to the ]>i-csidenti!i] mansion. The rea- 
sons that induce a jiarly to change its standard-bearer seldom 
convince the man who is displaced. In a word, George Clin- 
ton did not like Thomas Jefienson. He waa now solicited to 
stand fur the Assembly, for the sole purpose of helping Jeffer- 
son into the presidential chair; and he was asked to do this 
by the man who, though a stripling aid-decamp when George 
Clinton was the foremost man of the State, and a pei"son of 
national importance, had in 1707 received thirty eleotoral 
votes to Clinton's four ! GuveiTjor Clinton was an able and 
patriolio man, but such personal considerations as these have 
an influence over all but the very best of the species. 

Burr never had a harder task than to win over this strong, 
prejudiced, determined man to the purposes of the paily. 
Clinton said that he did not think highly of Jeffei-son's states- 
manship, and had not tiiith in Ids sinceiity as a Republican, nor 
even in his integrity as a man. He thought him a trimmer, 
II' 
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and BO thinkinij, he aeii. be conld not consdendously si 
him for the hJghMt office. " But," said the governor, i 
occasion, "if you, Mr. Burr, were the candidate for the pres- 
iilential chair, I would act with pleasure, and with vigor." To 
Bach objeclions as these. Burr repUed in his mild, persuasive 
way, with not the smallest appearance of eSect. Committeeii 
and sub-committees and iudivlduolH, by turns, bemeged the 
governor's ear, for three days. There was a final interview 
at length, between the governor and the nominating com< 
mittee, at Burr'a own house. All the old arguments were used, 
and new ones offered. The committee cxpoatnlaled, and the 
committee entreated, but the tougli old soldier stood to his 
purpose with a pertinacity worthy of his rai'e. Burr then 
said, that it was a right inherent in a community to command 
the services of an individual at a great oi-isi.i, and declared the 
intention of the party to nominate and eleel Governor Clinton, 
without regard to his inclination. The governor at last made 
this slight concession, that he would not publicly repudiate the 
nomination. He afterward agreed that, during the canvass, he 
would refrdn, in his ordinary convei-sation, from denouncing 
JeSeraon in the stylo that had become habitaal to him. The 
old man was true to his promise, but neither he nor his rising 
nephew, De Witt Clinton, nor bis son, nor any of his connec- 
tions, personally assisted in the campaign, as they had been 
wont to do in previous contests. 

The curtain was now lifted. A public meeting under im 
posing auspices was hold, at which the ticket was announced 
and ratified with enthusiasm. It gave life and hope to the 
despairing Republicans. It alarmed the Federalists, who, tilt 
now, had been confident of a victory. 

In arranging the details of the campaign. Burr's skillful 
hand was employed with good effect. The finance committee 
had prepared a list of the wealthy Republicans, w-ith the sum 
which they proposed to solicit attached to each name. On 
looking over the list, Colonel Burr observed that a certain 
rich man, equally remarkable for zeal and parsimony, wa« 
assessed one hundred dollars. 

" Strike out his name," said Burr, " for you will not get the 
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monoy; and from tfae moment the demand is mude upon liim, 
hia exertions will cease, and you will not Bee him at the poUa 
during the elcution." 

The name was erased. Lower down in the (catalogue, he 
noticed tlie same sum placed opposito the name of another 
man who was liberal with hia money, b«t incorrigibly lazy. 

"Double it," said he, "and tell him no labor will be ex 
pected from him, cxi'egtt an occasional attendance in the com- 
mittee-rooms to help fold the tickets. He will pay you the two 
bandred dollarB, and thank you for lotting him off so easily." 

This was done. Tlie result, in both cases, proved the truth 
of Burr's prediction. The lazy man paid the money without 
a demur, and the zealous man worked day and night. 

Last of all. Colonel Burr devoted himself to operating di- 
rectly on the public mind. He provided for a suuoession of 
r vard and general meetings,most of which he himself attended 
I sod addressed. He kept the canvass all alive by hia indefat- 
igable activity. He declared everywhere that the party really 
bad a majority in the city ; and it was only necessary to awaken 
snch an interest in the election as would draw out every Re- 
publican vote, and the victory was theirs. This was no ran- 
dom assertion. By means of lists of ihe voters, with the polit- 
ical history of each, appended in parallel columns, which were 
incessantly added to and corrected, as new information was 
obtained, he had reduced the important department of polit- 
ical prophecy almost to certainty. He would have made it 
qnite certain, but fur circumstances which, though they often 
dedde elections, can not, in the nature of things, be foretold. 
The weather of election day is one of these. In Burr's lists,, 
not only a man's opinions were noted, but his .iegree of zeal, 
his temperament, his health, his habits, all these things were 
taken into accoant, to ascertain what quantity of excitement 
or inducement was necessary to overcome the fatal propensity 
of the comfortable citizen to neglect voting. Thus, on on* 
tocaslon, when Colonel Burr wad running for office, and the 
irst two days of the election had passed without either can 
didate getting a decided advantage, he said, " If it is a fin« 
day to-morrow I shall get a small majority in the city; if not 
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not." The day was fine, and the event justified his confident 
prediction. The leaders of the party in the city, knowing the 
accuracy and extent of his information, received his prophe- 
cies of success on the present occasion more as information 
than as prediction. They were buoyant with hope, that the 
pjtrty, after twelve years of defeat, was now on the eve of a 
national triumph.* 

The polls opened on the morning of April 29th, and closed 
at sunset on the 2d of May. Dunng these three days, tho 
exertions of both parties were immense. Hamilton was in 
the field animating his followers with his powerful declama 
tion. Burr addressed large assemblages of Republicans. Some- 
times both champions appeared on the same platform, and 
addressed the multitude in tui-n, upon the questions in dispute. 
On these occasions, their bearing toward one another was so 
gracefully courteous, as to be remembered by many in the 
crowd they addressed, long afler the matter of their speeches 
was forgotten. 

The contest closed. Before the nval chiefs slept on the 
night of the 2d of May, the news was brought to them that 
the Republicans had carried the city by a majority of 490 
votes. 

Hamilton was not prepared for defeat, and the news struck 
him like a blow. Nothing but some desperate expedient 

♦ Colonel Knapp, author of a short memoir of Burr, written in a friendly 
spirit, says a few words respecting the manner of Burr's interco'jrse with the 
party out of doors, which may be quoted here. I copy it the more willingly, 
because the great mass of what I quote from others respecting Burr was con* 
ceived in enmity or repugnance to him. "Colonel Burr," says Mr. Knapp, 
" never courted tho mob by mingling with them, and sharing their move- 
ments ; for it was seldom they met him. He made no converts by pewter 
mug stories, and they liked him the better for all this abstraction from the 
great body of democracy ; but whenever ho came in contact with tho hum- 
blest of his admirers, it was well known that he treated them so blandly that 
his manners were remembered when the whole conversation was forgotten. 
His manners were the most courtly of any one of Aiis age. He had not the 
Darade of Morris, nor tho gravity of Jay ; but he never for a moment forgot 
nimself by assumption or too much familiarity. The self-possession which 
tie always sustained gave him great advantages over other meu who are 
lals to their passions, and at times can not hide their weaknesses." 
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could now savu llie Union from fulling into the hands of the 
Philistines; and in tlio fieuzy of liis disappointment he r^ 
Folved upon trying a desperate expedient. 

The next day, whik'' the city was in the first flush of excite 
ment at the newa, Hamilton called together a few of the inoHt 
influential Federalists, and laid hefure them his scheme ; which 
wa«, to induce Governor Jay to call an extra session of the 
old legislature (whose term of service had still eight weeka 
to run), for the purpose of changing the mode of choosing 
presidential electors. Two yeara before, Burr had af-erapted 
to curry a bill through the legislature, providing .hat the 
eleclore should be chosen directly by the people, ^-.ting by 
districts. His object, since he thou despaired of gelting a Bo- 
publican majority in the legislature, was to secure part of the 
electoral college of the State for the democratic candidate at 
the next presidential election. The Federalists saw hi; object, 
and defeated it, though a juster measure was never preposed. 
Hamilton, a sudden convert to this policy, was now V-nt on 
accomplishing, by unworthy means, what Colonel Burr had 
honorably endeavored before him. The Federal caucus jumped 
at the mean expedient, and Hamilton, the next day, wrotn ao 
elaborate letter to the governor, unfolding the plan, and urg- 
ing its instant execution. 

The anti-Federal party, he wrote, was a composition of very 
incongruous materials, bnt all of them tending to mischiefs 
some to the emasculation of the government, others to revolu- 
tionizing it in the style of Bonaparte. The government must 
not be condded to the custody of its enemies. True, the mea- 
sure proposed was open to objection. But a popular govern- 
ment could not stand If one party called to its aid all the 
resources which vice could give, and the other, however 
pressuig the emergency, felt itself obliged to confine itaelf 
within the ordinary forms of delicacy and decorum. These 
forms were valuable ; but they ought not to hinder the taking 
of a stepetiictly legal and constitutional, to prevent an atheist 
in religion and a fanatic in politics from getting possession 
of the helm of State. 

The letter was dispatched. Judge of tae consternation of 
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its author and l)is caucas when tlicy read, in a Rcpublicnn 
newspaper o/(AeybKowi«ffdi3t/, a full exposure of the sehcme, 
including an account of the caucus, its proceedings, and the 
measure it Iiad concluded to recoromend. The publio read 
this article with incredulity. Even the Federal editors, who 
were not in the secret, denounced it as the basest of slanders, 
** Wliere is the American," eiclainied one of them, " who will 
not detest the author of this infamous lie ? If there is a man 
to be found who will sanction this publication, he is worse than 
the worst of Jacobins 1" No doubt, many a Federalist went 
lo bis grave in the belief tliat the story was a weak invention 
of the enemy. Among llie papers of Governor Jay, Hamil- 
ton's letter was found, with this honest indorsement, in the 
governor's hand : '^Proposing a measure /or party purposes, 
vshic/t I think it would not become me to adopt." For parly 
purposes, says the candid governor, summarily disposing of 
Hamilton's self deceiving array of line motives. 

That Hamilton should have deliberately made such a pro 
jiosal, shows more than the limitedness of his understanding, 
and his i^orancc of the stale of things in which he lived. It. 
shows that, with all his gentleman 1 in ess of demeanor and feel- 
ing, he was not a thorou^Kbred gentleman ; a character, the 
distinguishing and eaaential quality of which is, a love of F^ui 
PLAT. Ho had, of his own free will, gone down into the 
arena, and acoeoteti battle on the known and usual conditions. 
He was beSten fe'riy. Then he attempted, by a secret and 
unworthy maneuver, U) steal the laurel from the victor's 
brow while he slept. 

But the victor was nof asif ep. Before the election. Burr 
had oblwned an intimation from some quarter that if the Re- 
publicans should carry the city, means would be found to de- 
prive them of the fruits of their triumph. Upon this hint he 
acted. Fiom the moment the polla closed every movement 
was watched. The counting of the votes was closeiy scruJn* 
ixed. The goings and comings of the I eadmg Federalists were 
observed, and thus the meeting of the caucus was ascertained, 
and 'iX» schemes exposed ind batSed. The particular mean^ 
by whicl the proceedings of the caucus were discovered, \ 
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nave not been able to ascertain The whisper at the time waa 
tbat Hamilton and Burr were both enamored of the same frail 
womnn, who really loved Burr, but endured Hamilton only 
that she might beguile him of secrets with whieh to ingratiate 
herself with bis rival. I utterly disbelieve this wretched gos- 
sip. Neaily every snuh tale of noted men proves, wlien exam- 
ined, to be a fable. Neither Hamilton nor Burr was bUmeleas 
toward women ; but neither of them, I am sure, ever addicted 
himself to the kind of debauchery which is implied in the story 
refeiTed to. 

The news of the residt of the New York dection took the 
country by sui'pi'ise. To Jeffei-son all eyes were now turned 
as the man destined soon to wield the power and patronage 
of the government. Tiie Federalists had been so long accus- 
tomed to conquer, and the liepiiblicans to be only a vehe- 
ment, despised, and hopeless opposition, tl)at the probability 
of the two parties changing positions, produced an effect which 
may be imagined, Mr, Jefferson, in one of his letters to Dr. 
Rush, records the effect of the startluig intelligence upon the 
mind of President Adams. 

" On the day," wrote Jefferson, " on which we learned in 
Philadelphia the vote of the city of New York, which it was 
well known would decide the vote of the State, and that again 
the vote of the Union, I called on Mr. Adams on some officio) 
business. He was very sensibly afieclcd, and accosted me 
with these words ; ' Well, I understand that you are to beat 
me in this contest, and I will only say that I will be as faith- 
ful a subject as any you will have.' 

" ' Mr. Adams,' sad I, ' this is no personal contest between 
you and me. Two systems of principles, on the subject of 
government, divide our fellcw-ciliiens into two parlies. With 
one of these you concur, and I with the other. As we hav6 
been longeron the publiu stage than most of those now living, 
our names happen to be more generally known. One of these 
parties, therefore, has put your name at its head, the other 
mine. Were we both to die to-day, to-morrow two other 
aamcs would be in the place of ours, without any change in 
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the motion of the machinery. Its motion is from its principle, 
not from you or myself.' 

" ' I believe you are right,' said he, ' that we are but pas- 
sive instruments, and should not suffer this matter to affect 
our personal dispositions.' " 

Hamilton did not yet despair. One of his first letters, writ- 
ten after the loss of New York, concedes the probability of a 
Republican success, but he adds that his scheme of secretly 
supporting Pinckney for the presidency, instead of Adams, 
" is the only thing that can save us from the fangs of Jeffer- 
son." A few days after, he writes to the same friend, that 
" under Adams, as under Jefferson, the government will sink." 
A week or two later, to another gentleman, he quotes Frank- 
lin's character of Adams (" always honest, sometimes great, 
but often mad"), and adds that Adams is honest indeed, but 
only ^^ as far as a man excessively vain and jealous, and igno- 
bly attached to placCy can be." Thenceforth Hamilton's ef- 
forts were directed to the single object of concentrating upon 
Pinckney the entire strength of the Federal party, north and 
south. For this he schemed, and wrote, and talked, and toiled, 
and traveled during the summer and autumn of 1800. But 
he had a nimble, a dexterous, a sleepless adversary. 

Toward the close of the summer, Hamilton prepared a 
pamphlet, in which he stated his reasons for objecting to the 
reflection of the President, descanting freely upon his public 
conduct, and his personal infirmities. This pamphlet was en- 
titled : " A Letter from Alexander Hamilton, concerning the 
Public Conduct and Character of John Adams, Esquire, Pres- 
ident of the United States." It was designed, first, to serve 
as a circular letter to very confidential friends in New En- 
gland, and, secondly, to be disseminated extensively in the 
South, particularly in South Carolina, at so late a period of 
the canvass that the double-play could not be known at the 
North till the election was over. The pamphlet was send to 
the printer, under the most stringent stipulations that the 
work should be executed secretly, and every copy delivered 
Into Hamilton's own liands. The story goes, that Colone 
Burr, who was ever an early riser, was walking in the streets 
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near II amil Con's house, very eaily ono morning, wbun lie met 
a boy can'jing a covered biiaket. 

"What have you there, my lad?" asked Burr, who wa» 
yrono to accost young people that he met in tlie atroets. 

" Pamplilets for General Hamilton," replied the boy, not 
knowing their impoi'tanoe. 

Burr asked for one, and the boy complied without hc»ta- 
lion. Burr took the pamphlet, and, at one glance, saw what 
a prize chance had thrown in his way. This is the current 
»lori/ / but it IB Improbable. Mr. Davis merely luiyB, that 
Colonel Burr, having ascertained that such a pamphlet wna 
in press, made " arrangements" for procuring a copy as soon 
as tho printing should be completed. How ho obtained the 
pamphlet in, therefore, uncertain, but the essential fact re- 
mains, that he obtained it. 

In the evening of the same day, he summoned to his house 
three of his con fe delates, John Swartwout, Robert Swait- 
wout, and M. L. Davis, to whom he read tho pamphlet, and 
aufulded the plan he had formed of hurling it, a hiHsing bomb- 
shell, into the camp of the enemy. He simply proposed to 
give the leading contents of the pamphlet sudden and univer- 
sal publiciiy. Exti'acts wore accordingly made on the spot, 
and Davis was charged with the duty of procuring their 
aimultaneouB insertion in one of the principal Republican 
journals of Kew England, and in the Atrntra of Philadelphia. 
The extracts appeared. They produced all the effect tho bit- 
terest enemy of the Fedei-al party could have desired. Aston. 
iahment and incredulity, by turns, beset the Federal intellect, 
but tho publication of new passages, from time to time, to- 
gether with the popular recognition of Hamilton's style, soon 
banished all doubt that the great leader had been playing a 
double game. He thought it best, at length, to publish the 
pamphlet entire, and a few days before the presidential elect- 
ors were lo be chosen it appeared. 

This exposure destroyed the last hope of the Federalists, 
" It rent the party in twain," as a writer truly observeii. A 
month after the pamphlet appeared, William Duane, editor uf 
lie Aurora, that terror of the respectable Federalists, sent 
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B copy of it to General Collot, of Paris. Cliance pioservod 
that co|)y, and, witliin thusc few yeai's, broiigla it bauk to tlie 
United Stales, with iho note that originally accompanied it, 
wliich ri'ads thns: 

" CrnzES-tiENEKAL. — Tills pamphlet haa done more mi* 
chief to the parties concerned, tlian aU the Iwbors of the 
Aurnra. William Duane." 

Adams Raid of it, that " if the single purpose had been lo 
defeat the President, no more propitiouB moment could have 
been chosen." And again : " One thing I know, that Cicero 
was not anciiliccd to tlie rengcanco of Antony by the unfeel< 
ing selfistmess of the latter tiitimvii-ato, more egrcgioiisly than 
John Adain» was to the unbridled ambition of Alexander 
Hamilton in the Amoricnn triumvirate !" 

John Adani3 was, indeed, so tlioroughly disgnsled with 
Hamilton's ti'caaon to the Iiead of liis party, that, down to a 
late period of his life, be could seldom write bis nnmc without 
adding to it an epithet of repugnance. Burr he always mcu- 
tiona with lespect, 

Hamilton's conduct in this business was utterly unjustifiable. 
Not a thousand votei-s in tlie country bad so much as tliought 
of Pinckney for President. In the newBpapevs, and iho public 
meetings, Ad.ims, and only Adams, was named as the Fed- 
eral candidate for the first office. Hamilton's intrigue was 
tlieretbre a design to frustrate the people's will by putting into 
the presidential chair a man who had not even been named for 
llie office before the ]3eopIe, Two palliating circumstances, 
however, may be mentioned. One is that Hamilton, bein g a 
Tory by. natuiie^iiad really no conception of what Demucrata 
mean by tlie rights of the people. Another is, Oiat, at that 
day, presidential electors were not quite the mere formality 
they have since become; but were supposed to nave, in some 
degree, a light of choice. It may aluo be said of Alexander 
Hamilton, tlint if he intrigued dishonorably, he did so from an 
honotable motive. Of his rival, wo may eay, that he intrigued, 
Ibr the most yiart, honorably and for good purposes, but witit 
not being animated by public spirit. No one, I think, can 
lonr; read ihu writings of Hamilton without feelintr himself ta 
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be in contaut with a nature esaentially good ; but narrow and 
inflexible for tbat expanding age ; tbat era of hope, idea, and 
invention ; tliat glorious dawn of abetter Day than the world 
has ever known. He saw tbat democracy is a resolving of 
society back again into its original elements 1 Democracy ih 
chaos he would say. True, Democracy contending with Privi- 
ege is cbaoB. But adcr chaos comes ckeatio!I I 

A President and Vice-President wore now to be chosen by 
the electors. Among the Republicans there was but one name 
mentioned for the first office, and that was Thomas Jefferson. 
But for the second there were competitors. In those days, 
what wc now accomplish by nominating conventions, was done 
by party caucuses of the memborn of Congress. A few days 
after the news of the great New York election reached FTiila- 
• delphia, a Republican caucus was held for the purpose of de- 
eding upon a candidate for the vice-presidency, A nomina- 
tion was equivalent to an election, and the caucus therefore 
proceeded cautiously. At the first meeting it was only set- 
tled that the candidate should be selected fiom New York, as 
it was New York that had just made the final victory more 
than probable. A gentleman was appointed to convei-se with 
the leading politicians of that State nod report to the caucus 
their preferences. The choice, it was found, lay between three 
men, Chancellor Livingston, George Clinton, and Aaron Burr. 
It was at onco concluded that Chancellor Livingston's deafhess 
was an insuperable objection to an officer who would have to 
Dfcside over a deliberative body, and he was set aside, Clin- 
ton and Burr were the two remaining. Of the negotiation 
which resulted tn the selection of Burr various accounts have 
been given. The probable vereion is that George Clinton dfr 
«red the nomination, and that his family and fnends demanded 
-t for him ; but that the Burrites, nrging the palpable fact, 
that to Burr, and Burr alone, the democratic victory was 
due, claimed it strenuously for their chief. In '98, they 
might hare urged, he hud received thirty electoral votes; and 
iW the parly used his name when success was scarcely hoped 
fbr by the most sanguine, it was but fair that it should be 
■akcn np when success was nearly certain. Burr was nonu- 
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oated. Clinton was soon after elected once more to tbe gov 
ernorship of the State. 

Hamilton was drcadfullj^ cmlnttercd against Burr by the 
ovcnta of tliis summer. The rage of liis " faction," says John 
; Adams, " n|>peared to me then, and has cvp.r since appeared, 
an absolute delirinm." In August, wo find Hamilton writing 
to his friend Bayaid, of Delaware, in the following strain upon 
tlie prospects of the campaign : 

" Tliere seems to be," said he, " too much probability that 
Jefferson or Buir will be President. The latter is intriguing 
with all his might in New Jersey, Rhode Island, and Ver- 
mont ; and there is a possibility of some success in his in- 
trigues. He counts posilively on the universal snppoit of the 
■Dti-Foderalists ; and that by some adventitious aid from other 
quai'tera, he will overtop iiis fHend Jefferson. Admitting the 
tii'sl point, the conclusion maybe realized, and, if it is so. Burr 
will certainly attempt to reform the government d la Buona- 
parte, He is as unprincipled and dangerous a man as any 
country can hoasX. — as true a Catiline as ever met in midnight 
conclave." 

Hamilton's assertions respecting the movements and char 
acter of his opponents, are absolutely worthless as evidence. 
They show nothing but the liveliness of his imagination, the 
intensity of his feelings, and the smallness of his information. 
The passage quoted is about as credible as a story published 
in the Boston Independent Chronicle, in the summer of 1800, 
to the effect, that Gencrnl Hamilton had been heard to say 
that " if Mr. PJnokney was not elected President, a revolution 
would bo tho consequence, aud that, within the next four 
years, he should lose his head, or bo the leader of a triumph- 
ant army." I do not say that what Hamilton says of Bnrr was 
certainly not true, but that it is not to be believed because 
Hamilton says it. 

Other leading Federalists had no such hoiTor of our dexter 
0U8 hero. Some despairing of their own candidates, even en> 
lertained the thought of giving him votes enough to elect him 
President over Jefferson. Senator Cabot, of Maasauhn setts, 
wrote to Hamilton upon this project, in the month of AugaSt 
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" The qnestioo bas been asked," said Cabot, " whether, if the 
Federnlists can not carry their first points, they would not do 
Well to turn the election from Jefferson to Burr. They conceivfl 
Burr to be less likely to look to Franco for support, than Je£ 
ferson, provided he could he supported at home. Thby con- 
sidev Burr as actuated by ordinary ambition, Jefferson hy that 
find the pride of tbe Jacobinical philosophy. The former may 
be Batisfied by power and property, the latter must see the 
roots of oar society pulled up, and a new course of ciiltiva- 
lion substituted ; eeitainly it would have been fortunate for 
the United States if the second candidate on the Jacobin 
side had been one who tniglit be safely trusted." 

The venerable Carroll, of Carrollton, would have prefened 
Burr, aa he supposed BuiT would " act with more decision 
than Jefferson, and go better with his parly." With either, 
however, the old gentleman thouglil the conntry on the road 
to ruin ; Jacobinical chaos or Bonapartean usurpation was sure 
to overtake the doomed republic, sooner or later, Arooog 
tbe ultra Federalists this opinion was universal. 

About the middle of December, the leaders of both parties 
knew how the election had gone. The result stiHck both 
Bdes with disappointment: Jefferson, 73 ; Burr, 73; Adorns, 
86; Pinckney, C4; Jay, 1. 

Such was the doubtful issue of so many years of labor, of 
§0 raaob honorable effort, and so much not-very-honorable 
maneuvering. Tlie tie, of course, threw the election into the 
House of Representatives. The politicians, instead of resting 
from their toils, were suddenly stimulated to such an activity 
of intrigue as never was known before. The country was 
wild with eicitemcnt. Aai-an Bun- soared at once into a po- 
ntion of national importapce such as he had never before 
hell 



CHAPTER XVI. 

THE TIB INTRIGUES. 

tmm WoBKi OF WAnmroTov, Jxtpkbson, Adaxb and Hamxltok— Lvnn from Bun 
TO WiLXunoK — Lkttbe rsoM JnrrBRSOic to Buks— Lkttks fbom Bvkk to Hon. 8. 

BMtm APFOIMTXKO BUC TUB PftOXT — LSTTRE FBOM HAMILTON TO SbORETAHT WoLOOTT 
DSNOUMCIXO BVU — TOB FlOSKALISTS BENT ONBLBOTIMO BUBB PbESIDBNT — LbTTBB 
FROM OtXS to BaMZLTON ASKIXO ADVICB BBBPKCTINO TBB PbOJEOT — SbCOND LbTTBB 

FBOM Hamilton to Wolcott against Bixbb — Lbtteb fbom Jeffbbbon to Madison 

DBNOVNOINO TUB FbDBBAL InTBIOUBS — HONRST LbTTEB FBOM GOVTBBNBUB MOBBIS — 

Lbtteb FBOM Hamilton to Sbdowick, dbnouncino Bubb — Lbttbbs fbom Hamilton 

-O MOBBIS AND BaTABD AGAINST BUBB — BbPLIES OF MOBBB AND BaTABD TO HaM< 
LTON — LeTTBB FBOM GbnBBAL GbBBN TO HAMILTON — LbTTBB OF GOTXBNOB BUT- 

LXDGB TO Hamilton — Sbdowicx^b Bbplt to Hamilton — Long Lettbb of Hamilton 
; TO Batabd — Hamilton to Mobbis again — The Election in tiib Hoitsb — Scenb 

y BBTWXBN JbFFBBSON AND ADAMS — PBOOF OF BvBB'B POLXTIOAL InTB0B1TT — 1 OB 
IVAUOUBATION. 

What occurred among the politicians from the middle 
of December, when the tie was tirst known, to the middle 
of February, when the House voted upon it, shall be, as far 
as possible, shown, not told. The publications of the last few 
years enable us to read the history of that time in the very 
words of its leading personages. 

Among the volumes which " no gentleman's library is com- 
plete without," and which, in most gentlemen's libraries, slum- 
ber on the shelves with uncut leaves, are the forty ponderous 
octavoes, containing the works of George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, John Adams, and Alexander Hamilton. That these 
volumes should be so utterly neglected as they are is not 
creditable to the national intelligence. In the Mercantile 
Library of the city of New York, which counts its subscribers 
by thousands, the condition in which these books were found 
by me, two or three years ago, was as follows : the first vol 
ume of each set showed marks of having been taken out and 
looked through, two or three times. The second volume had 
vndently been handled by some one adventurous person, and 



THE TIB IITTKIGUXS. 



s«« 



&IkiiiI half of its lenvea were cut. Beyond the secon.'l vohimei, 
no traces of the hand of nian were discovered ; a boundlcMl 
OonLinuiiy of virgin pages gave tlie reader a [ileasing con- 
Kiousncss that lio was the explorer of untrodden rcgionik 
Yet it in by the perusal of these works, aided by llio mcnioiii 
of tlio time, thai aloue a knowledge of llie country's hJatory, 
during the period in which alone it had a history, can be ob. 
taincd. Along with much that the modern reader may skip, 
with many essays upon government that once were vital ami 
glowing, but can not now be read by nny mortal, these works 
contain a. mass of reading, instructive, interesting, and suggest- 
ive. 

The letters and diaries are the best part of l)iom. These 
are full of life nnd nature. Some of them are eloquent and 
impres^ve, the offspring of vigorous minds, wrought up to 
their highest sti-ain by having to grapple with distractingly dif- 
tloult cii-cnmslances. The letters correct one another. None 
of the writers, except Washington could make due nliowano« 
for one another's errors and foibles, and Ihey olleii speak of 
political adversaries in terms of bitter depreclntion. Hamilton 
is espedally vituperative. He had the tine, doclamalory tal- 
ent which is often possessed by men of ardent feelings and 
limited understandings ; and bo used that talent in denouncing 
his opponents. 

In this chapter, I propose to extract such passages of the 
letters written by leading politicians during the sixty days 
of the Tie excitement, which throw light upon the character 
and history of Aaron Burr, or upon the complicated cvenU in 
which he now played a passive but conspicuous part, or npon 
the state of things in the coimtry at this great crisis of the 
contention between tne Old and the New. By thus bringing 
to a focus many scattered rays, the TRimt, so long obscured, 
will, I trust, become visible to all but unwilling eyes. Tba 
extracts shall be arranged in the order of their dates. It 
may be as well to montion that, during the greater pari of 
these sixty days, Hamilton was in New York, JeScrsoD al 
Wa'ihington, and Buir al Albany. Colonel Bun, it way be 
remembered, was a member of the Sl.ile legislature. So &r 
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rrom being "sliraaded in mystery" at Albany, as iveu Listoriaoa 
have it, he was thoro for tho nimple purpose of performing bia 
duty in tbe Assembly, of which body he wa3 always a busy 
member. 

Another feci should ho borne in mind. Up to this time, and 
for years after, Hamilton and Barr were, to all 3p|)ear,inue, 
excellent friends. They oonsalted together on ijoiiita of law. 
They met at the houses of common friends. Hamilton dined 
at Bun's tabic occasionally, and Burr at Hamilton's. Tbe 
lovely Theodosia visited Mrs. Hamilton and her daughters. 
Many gentlemen who knew both Hamilton and Burr, and 
knew them, as they supposed, intimately, liad no knowledge^ 
of Hamilton's embittered feelings ag^nst_ Burr. Burr hi m- 
aclf had not. With all his acuteness and dexterity he wu 
remarkably confiding; and though he was aware of Hamll- 
lon's intense partisan feelings, he did not, at this time, know 
the manner in which his rival was accustomed to write and 
speak of liim. Fur indeed was he from supposing Hamilton 
capable of using againal him the careless words that fell fiom 
his lips at his own hospitable tablet But to proceed. 

October loth, 1800. First I will copy entire a leltei* writ- 
ten by Burr to General Wilkinson, after the democratic vic- 
tory was known, but before tho tie had been announced. It 
may serve as a specimen of his cautious manner of writing to 
floufideniial friends. It was written at Ballaion, in the Slate 
of New York : 

"That through BIddIc, and the other of the 29th, came safe 
to me at Albany yesterday, p.m., just as I was mounting my 
horse to ride hither for my daughter, who has been passing a 
few days with a friend in this neighborhood, while I was at- 
tending on public duties at Albany. Having made electors, 
and a Senator, all democratic, the legislature adjourned, to 
meet on the last Tuesday in January, when I shall be again in 
Albany. To-morrow I move toward New York ; and shall 
remain there for at leasl two months. From all this you wih 
■ Tliis letter la fiom tho AppeadU to the socond volumo of WiUciDMo't 
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know how to address mo ; and as to the mode of conveyan™, 
I take the mail to be the most secure. Our post-olSuea in 
New York and in Albany are perfectly safe. If youi-a in 
Washington, or where else yon may be, should be safe, you may 
write fully. Sly cnriosily as to S., is indeed gratified, even to 
Mliety. I wish hei" well, and something more. I regret the 
book for the injury it will do (lias done) to the reputation of 
one honest man, and the fellings of another. John's pride 
will be much woimded, In Jersey, I suspect, Adams will not 
have a vote. Among the electors I see some of his known 
political enemies, not Democrats, but high-going Feds. Vir- 
ginia is pledged as far forth as faith and honor can bind men. 
You must be deceived as to S. C. Wiien I receive your 
cypher and your address, you shall hear from me. Till then, 
" Adieu. A. Buiui." 

" Noah Webster, the printer, has, I am told, published a 
letter againflt A. H, I have not seen it." 

December \5th, 1800. — Jefferson, who had been for four or 
five years, a correspondent of Burr's, writes him to-dny a con- 
gratulatory letter upon the happyrcsiilt of the election. The 
exact result was not yet known ; but there was no doubt 
the Republicans had triumphed. The tie was dimly fore- 
shadowed. After some preliminary observations of no import- 
ance now, Mr. Jeffei-aoii proceeds thus : 

" It W!i3 badly managed not to have arranged with oei-tainty 
what seems to have been lefl to haaird. It was the more ma- 
terial, beoanse I understand several high-flying Federalists 
hftve expresised their hope that the two Republican tickets 
may be equal, and their determination in that case to prevent 
a choice in the House of Representatives (which they are 
strong enough to do), and let the government devolve on a 
President of the Senate. Decency required that I should be 
10 entirely passive during the late contest, that I never once 
asked whether arrangements had been made to prevent so 
many from drojiplng votes intentionally as might frustrate 
half the Republican wish ; nor did I do ibt, tjll lately, that 
tucji had been made, 

12 
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" While I must congratulate you, my dear sir, on llie issue 
gf lliia contest, because it is nioro lionorablo, iinJ, doubtless, 
more grateful to you than any station within the unmpetenc« 
of the chief inagistvate ; yf't, for myscltj and for ihu substan- 
tial service of the public, I feci most sensibly the loss we sus- 
tain of your aid in our newltdniini.itration. Il lonvcs achasm 
in my arrangements wliicli can not be adequately filk-d np. I 
had endeavored to compOBb an administration whose talents, 
integrity, names, and dispositions should at once inspire un- 
bounded cnnliOence in the public mind, and insure a perfect 
hannony in the conduct of the public business. I lose you 
from the list, and am not sure of all the others. Should the 
gentlemen wlio possess the public confidence decline taking a 
part in their affairs, and foicc us to take persons unknown to 
the people, the evil genius of tliis country may realize his 
avowal that 'he will beat down the admiuist ration.^ The re- 
turn of Mr. Van Benthuysen, one of your electors, furnbhea 
me a confidential opportunity of wriliug this tnueh to yon, 
whicli I should not have ventured tlirough the post-office at 
this prying season. We shall, of course, see you before the 
4th of March." 

The "evil genius of this country," according to Mr. Jeffer- 
son, was Alexander Hamilton, and, doubtless, he was the indi- 
vidual referred to in this epistle. At a later and calmer day, 
Jefferson wasjustcr to Hamilton. 

December lOtA. — One day after the above was written, and 
three or four days before it could have reached ils desLinw 
tion, Colonel Bnrr wrote a letter to Mr. S. Smith, a nieiubei 
of the House of Representatives from Maryland, the materia 
part of which was the following: 

" It is highly jirobable that I shall have an equal number ot 
Totes with Mr. Jefferson ; but, if such should be the result, 
every man who knows me ouglit to know th at I would utter )^ 
diai^]j>im all competition. Be assured that the Federal party 
cAn entertain no wish for such an exchange. As to my friends, 
ihey would dishonor my views and insult my feeli'igs by a bus- 
pieiou that I would submit to be instrumental in counteractinjt 
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ftfl wiaheg and the expectations of the United Statua. And I 
now coDslitule you my proxy to declnre these seniimeata if 
the occasion ehould require." 

Ad this letter came, afterward, to ha thought insincere, it u 
proper to mention that, at the lime, it was highly applauded 
by the Itepublicana. At public dinners and other meetings, it 
waa quoted as a proof of Burr's respect for the will of the peo- 
ple. He also received addresses and letters, applauding it. 

JDeceniber 16iA. — Hamilton, too, writes a letter to-day. 
Wolcott, Secretary of the Treasury nnder Washington and 
Adams, and a ' high-flying Federalist,' was the individual ad- 
dressed. This letter contains a passage relative to Burr and 
the tie, that breathes the very spirit of meanness. After stat- 
ing, among other things, that Burr was " bankrnpt beyond 
redemption, except by the plunder of hia countiy," which was 
at least an exaggeration, he opposes the Federal project of sufv 
porting Burr, and adds the following despicable words : 

" Yet it may be well enough to throw out a lure for him, in 
order to tempt him to start /or the plate, and then la;/ Ihe/oun- 
dalion of diatmion between the two chiefs." 

Dec&nber 1J(A. — But, among the FederaUsts, there had 
Bprnng up a perfect /urore for electing Burr over Jefferson — 
BO abhorrent to them was the prospect of seeing the arch- 
Deniocval in the presidential chair. To-day, Mr. Otis, of Ma^ 
saohusetts, writes to Hamilton, the "father-confessor" of the 
Federal paity, to ask his opinion how the Federalists could 
best improve the accident of the tie. " It is palpable," wrote 
Mr. Otis, "that to elect Barr wonld be to cover the opposi- 
tion with chagrin, and to sow among thern the seeds of a mor- 
bid division." Shall we, he continues, open negotiations with 
Bui-r ? If yes, how ? Will he stand to hia engagements ? 
We in Massachusetts do not know the man. Vou do. Ad- 



December nth. — On the same day, Hamilton writes a bbo- 
■nd letter to Wolcott, rebuking vehemently the profxiBal to 
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elect Burr President by Federal votes. If the Federal party 
he says, Eueuecds in electing Burr, " it will have done tiothing 
more nor leaa than [jlace in that station a man tvho nill possess 
the boldnp.BB and daring necessary to give suLcess to the Ja- 
cobin system, instead of one who, for want of that quality, will 
be less titled to itromote it. 

"Let it not be Iraagiued that Mr. Burr can be won to the 
Federal views. It ts a vain hope. Stronger ties and stronger 
inducements than they can offer, will impel him in a different 
direction. His ambition will not be content with those ob- 
jects whioli virtuous men of cither parly will allot to it, and 
his sitnatiou and his habits will oblige him to have recourse to 
corrupt expedients, from which he will be restrained by no 
moral scruple. To accomplish his end, he must lean upon 
unprincipled men, and will continue to adhere to the myi-mi- 
dona who have hitherto eurrounded bim. To those he will, no 
doubt, add able rogues of the Federal party, but he will em- 
ploy the rogues of all parties to overnilc the good men of all 
parties, and to prosecute projects which wise men of every dt^ 
■criptioD will disapprove. 

"These things are to bo inferred, with moral certainty, 
from the chaiacter of the man. Every step in liis career 
proves that he has formed himself upon the model of Catiline, 
and that he is too cold-blooded, and too determined a conspir- 
ator ever to change his plan. 

" What would you think of ihcso toasts and this conversa- 
tion at his table within the last three or four weeks P 1st. Thp 
French Republic ; 2d. The Commissioners on both sides whff 
instigated the Convention (between France and the United 
States); 3d. Bonaparte; 4th. La Fayette. 

" What would you think of his having seconded the poai 
tions that it was the interest of this country to allow the belli 
gerent powers to bring in and sell their prizes, and build an5 
eqnip ships in onr ports t Can it be doubted that a man who 
■««, all hia life, speculated upon the popular prejudices, will 
consult them in the object of a war, when he thinks it is expe 
dient to make one J Can a man who, despising democracy 
□as chimed in with all its absurdities, be diverted from tht 



plan of ambition which must have directed hia coarse ? They 
who suppose it must uoderatand little of bumim nature. * * * 
Alas! when will men consult their reason rather than their 
passionit ? Whatever they may imagine, the desire of morti- 
fying the adverse party must be the chief spring of the dispo- 
ution to prefer Mr. Burr. • • • Adieu to the Federal 
Troy if they once introduce this Grecian horse into their cit- 
adel 1" 

Hamilton's horror of Burr*n innocent and chai-acteiistia 
toasts (which, in another letter, he says ho himself heard Burr 
give at Burr's own table], strikes the modern reader with sur- 
I plisc. The toasts were simply those of the ultra Democrats, 
I They were strictly party toasts. Bonaparte had, indeed, 
t usurped the government, but the French Republic still lived 
lanie, and the Ametican Republicans could toast the First 
I Consul as " the armed soldier of democracy," and the great 
enemy of Oteir great enemy, England. Burr, as a military 
man, could not but admire the greatest of soldiers. That 
Hamilton should have held up aa monstrous such toasts aa 
these, shows somelliing of the humor and the caliber of the 
msD, and of his paity. It shows that, at that day, the ultra 
Federalists looked upon democratic opinions, as commoo-plaoe 
clergymen regard heretical opinions, not merely as an errone- 
ous way of thinking, but as a flagrant moral offense. A 
ngnilicance was then attached to toasts of which, in these 
unconvivial times, we can form little idea. Toasts were 
among the missive weapons of party warfare. By toasts, 
the sentiments of party were expressed, and the measures of 
party foreshadowed. 

December 19th. — J sfferson writes to his friend Madison, an- 
UDuncing and deploricg the tie ; which, he says, "has produced 
great dismay and gloom on the Republican gentlemen here 
(Washington), and exultation in the Federalists, who openly 
declare they will prevent an election, and will name a Prea- 
fleut of the Senate ;wo tern, by what, they say, would only be 
t ttrelch of the Constitution." 
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December 19th. — To-day was written the only lijiicst, and, 
thei-i'foi-e, llie only sensible letter, whluh was written by a 
Federalist diuing the Tie controversy. The writer was 
GocvENECB Morris, a name ever to be held in respeul fiom 
his having penned this epistle. The letter appeara tu have 
been written at Washington or Philadelphia. After inention< 
tng the lio, and saying that there was a likelihood of the 
Federalists taking up Burr, but that some proposed prevent- 
ing an election altogether, and putting the government npon 
a President of the Senate, Mr, Morris proceeded thus : 

" Not meaning to enter into intrigaes, I have merely ex- 
pressed the opinion, that, macK rr was evidkntlv tiik i-yrsK- 
noN OF OUR FKLUOw-crrizEss to uake Mr. Jeffbksos tukib 

PUBSIDENT, IT SEEMS PROPER TO FULFIL THAT ISTKXTIOS. 

"The answer is simple, and, on mere reasoning, conclusive, 
but it is conclusive only lo im impassioned sentiment. Let 
the representatives do what tliey may, they will not want 
arguments to justify them, and the situation of our country 
(doomed perhaps to sustain, unsupported, a wai' against 
Francif or England) seems, indeed, to call for a vigoi'ouo, 
practical man. Mr. Burr will, it is said, come hither, and 
some who pretend to know bis views think bo will bargun 
willi tiie Federalists. Of such a bargain I shall know noth- 
ing, and have declared my determination to support the con- 
stitutionally appointed administration, so long .is Ita acts shall 
not, in my judgment, be ussentinlly wrong. My personal line 
of conduct gives rae no difficulty, but I am not without se- 
rious apprehension for the future state of things, 

" The anti-Federal party is, beyond question, the mostnn- 
merous at present, and should they be disappointed in their 
expectations as to the President, they will generally, I believe, 
oppose the government with embittered rancor. The best 
Federalists will, I appreher.l, support but feebly a man whom 
(unjustly, perhaps) they consider as void of principle ; and a 
government whose force ties in public opinion, will, under such 
circumstances, be critically situated." 

In all HamiHon'a correspond en ce on this subject, not on? 
ul'ision can be fijimd to the onlj/ right reason for preferrinji 



Jcflerson, wliich ia so well ataled by Gouveneur Morris iu the 

ttboVO iL'tllT, 

December I'lcl. — Hamilton writoa loTiicodore Sedgwick of 
Connecticut, lormerlj' n friend and correspondent of Burr's 
To Sedgwick he snya, that " the appoininienl of Bmi' as Pres- 
idi-nt will disgrace our country abroad. No agiftmeiit with 
him could be relied upon," And more to tho same effect. 

DecemhfT 2Uh. — Hamilton replies to Morris, briefly repeat- 
ing his deiiunciftliona of Burr. 

JDecember Wth. — A similar letter from Hamilton to Moiris, 
iti vvhich lie "■ trusts the Federalists will not be so raad at to 
vole for Burr." " If," be adds, " there be a man in tlic world 
I ought to hate, it ia Jeflerxon. With Burr I have always 
been pei'sonoUy icell. But the public good must be pararaouot 
to every private oon side ration." 



December ET.V~ Today, Hamilton writes a long and very 
earnest letter to lir. Bayard of Delaware, a meml>er of the 
HoHsc, who carried the vole of bis State in his puokel. He 
denouiicex his friend Burr, as "a voluptuary by system," and 
.tdds the following : 

" \o engngumcnt that can be made with him can be de- 
pended upon ; while malting it, he will laugh in bis sleeve at 
the credulity of those wilii whom lie makes it ; and the first 
moment it suits his views to break it, he will do so. Let me 
add, that I could scarcely name a discreet man of cither party 
in our Sltito n'ho docs not think Mr. Burr the most tintit man 
in the United States for the office of President. Disgrace 
abroad, ruin at home, are ihu probable fruils of his elevation. ' 
To contribute to the diBappoiuLinenl and mortification of Mr, 
Jefferson, would bo, on my part, only to retaliate for unequiv- 
t)oal proof; of enmity ; but in i case like this, it would be base 
la listen to personal considerations." 

In this letter Hamilton repeals the toasts, before quoted, 
wliich be had heard from Burr's lips, when, as he now says 
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^* I dined with him lately." He adds : *' The peculiarity of 
the occasion will excuse my mentioning, in confidence, the 
occurrences of a private table." 

January bih^ 1801. — Gouveneur Morris replies to Hamilton. 
In the course of his letter, he says : '^ Some, indeed most, of 
our eastern friends, are warm in support of Burr, and their 
pride is so much up about the charge of influence that it is 
dangerous to quote an opinion." He adds that the excitement 
among the politicians is fearful, and his own position of calm 
spectator difficult to support. " You who are temperate in 
drinking," he observes, "have never, perhaps, noticed the 
awkward situation of a man who continues sober afler the 
company are drunk." 

January *Jth, — We are now getting into the interior circles. 
To-day Bayard, who held the power to decide the question by 
his single vote, replies to Hamilton at length, and with great 
apparent candor. He acknowledges Hamilton's letter, and 
thanks him for it ; mentions Burr's letter to Mr. Smith, of 
Maryland, declining to frustrate the people's intention ; and 
then proceeds thus : 

" It (Burr's letter to Smith) is here (Washington) under- 
stood to have proceeded either from a false calculation as to 
the result of the electoral votes, or was intended as a cover to 
blind his own party. By persons friendly to Mr. Burr, it is 
distinctly stated that he is willing to consider the Federalists 
as his friends, and to accept the office of President as their 
gift. I take it for granted that Mr. Burr would not only 
gladly accept the office, but will neglect no means in hi 
power to secure it." He then calculates his chances, and 
adds: 

" I assure you, sir, there appears to be a strong inclination 
in a majority of the Federal party to support Mr. Burr. The 
current has already acquired considerable force, and manifestly 
increasing. The vote which the representation of a State en- 
ables me to give would decide the question in favor of Mr, 
Jefferson. At present I am by no means decided as to thi 
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objeet of pro fid re nee. If the Federal party should lake up Mr. 
Buir, I ought uertainly to bo impiossed with the most un- 
doubting oonviotion before I sepaialed myself from them. 
With respect to the peraoiial quality of the competitors, I 
should fear as much from the sincerity of Mr. JefTersoTi {if he 
is sincere), as from the want of probity in Mr. Burr. Thei-e 
would be really cause to fear that the government would not 
survive the coarse of moral and political experimeuts to which 
it would be subjected in the hands of Mr. Je&erson. But 
there ia another view of the subject which ^ves me inclination 
in favor of Burr. I consider the State ambition of Virgini* 
as the source of present parly. The faction who govern that 
Stat; aim lo govern the United States. Virginia will never 
be satisfied bdt when this state of things enista. If Burr should 
be the President, they will not govern, and his acceptance of 
the office, which would disappoint their views, which depend 
upon JcfTerSbn, would, I apprehend, immediately create aschism 
in the party, which would soon rise into open opposition. 

*'I can not deny, however, that there are strong consid 
orations which give a preference to Mr, Jefieraon. The sub 
jecl admits of many doubtful views, and before I resolve or . 
the part I slinll take, I shall wait the approach of the criai& 
which may probably bring with it cii'v urn stances decisive of 
the event. Tlie Federal party meets on Friday, for the pur- 
pose of forming a resolution as to their line of conduct. 1 
have not the least doubt as to their agreeing to support Burr. 
Their determmation will not bind me, for though it might coat 
me a painful struggle to disappoint the views and wishes of 
many gentlemen with whom I have been accustomed to act, 
yet the magnitude of the subject forbids the sacrifice of a 
Ktrong conviction. 

" I can not answer for the coherence of my lettei', a.t I have 
undertaken to wj-ite to you from the Chamber of Uepresenta- 
lives, with an attention divided by the debate which occupies 
the House. 

" I have not considered myself at liberty to show your let- 
ter to any one, though I think it would be serviceable if you 
oould trust my diacretioa in the communication of it." 
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January Qih. — General Guiin, a leading Fcderalisl of Geor- 
gia, ackuottledges to-d;iy a letter from Hamilton on tlie en- 
grossing topic, and adds some interesting statements. He 
writes from Waslniiglon : 

"On tlio sulijcct of choosing a President, some revolution- 
ary opinions aie gaining ground, and the Jacobins are deter- 
mined to resist the election of Burr at every hazard — niort 
of the Jacobin membei-s will be instructed not to vote for 
Colonel BiuT. I have seen a letter from Mr, Madison to one 
of the Virginia representatives, in which lie says, that, in the 
event of tiie present House of Kepresentalives not chooKing 
Mr. Jefiei-son President, that the next House of Representa- 
tives will have a right to choose one of the two having the 
highest number of votes, and that the nature of the ease, 
aided with the snpport of the great body of ilie people, will 
justify Jcflerson and Burr jointly to call together the mem- 
bers of the ncjtt House of Representatives, previous to the 
3d of December next, for the express purpose of choosing a 
President, and that ho is eonfident they will make a proper 
choice." In other parts of his letter, he speaks of America be- 
ing degraded by the crtUtnpt to elect Burr President. " What 
say you, my fiiend ? the little Virginian must have been a lit- 
tle ferocious at the time ho wrote to his friend. I am conti- 
dent the present House will not elect Colonel Buii-, and am 
persuaded the Democrats have taken their ground with a 
fixed resolution to destroy the government rather than yield 
their point. J fear some of our friends have committed them- 
selves by writing improperly to Burr. We know the man 
and those who put themselves in his power will repent thdr 
folly." 

January 10/A. — Governor John Rutledge of South Carolina, 
replies to a letter from Hamilton, in a way to enhance poster 
ity's contempt for the Federal party of 1800. 

"My determination," he says, " to support Mr, Buit bai 
been shaken by your communication, and I shall make, among 
those who with you are anxious to pi'eserve public order at 
this crisis, all the use of it that its season able n ess and value 
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will enable me to do. Vipwing Mr, Jefferson and Mr, Burr 
■eparntely, eucli appears improper for the presidency ; bat 
looking on tliem together, and comparatively, the Federalist* 
think their preferring Burr n-ill be the least mischief they can 
do, Ilis promotion will be prodigiously afflicting to the Vir- 
ginia faction, and mnat disjoint the party. If Mr, &,'s presi- 
dency bo produclivo of evils, it will be very easy for us to ex- 
cite jealousy respecting his motives, and to get rid of him. 
Opposed by the Virginia party, it will bo Ais inlerett to con- 
ciliate the Federalists ; and we are assured by a gentleman 
who lately had some conversation with Mr. B. on this snbject, 
that be is disposed to maintain and expand our systeras. 
Should be attempt a usurpation, he will endeavor to accom- 
plish his ends in a bold manner, and by the nnion of daring 
Bpints — his project in such a shape can not bo very fonnidable, 
and those employed in the execution of it can very easily be 
made way with. Should Mr. JcfieJ'son be disposed to make 
(as he would term it) an improvement (and as we should 
deem it, a subversion) of our Constitution, the attempt would 
bit fatal to H3, for lie would begin by democratizing the people, 
and end by ihi-owing every tiling into their hands." 

Jainuiry IQth. — Theodore Sedgwick replies to Hamilton's 
letter of Dectimbcr 22. The wroiig-hcadedness of the Federal 
leaders is conspicuously shown in this epistle, Mr. Sedgwick 
begins by saying that all tlio Democrats are for Jefferson, and 
most of the Federalists for Bnrr. He then admits, that the 
people's intention was, that Jefferson should be Preudent. 
But why did the people prefer Jefferson ? 

" Because," says Mr. Sedgwick, " he was known to be ho* 
tile to all those great systems of administration, the combined 
effect of which is our national prosperity, and all we possess 
of national character and respectability ; because he l« a sin- 
cere and enthusiastic Democrat in principle, plausible in man- 
ner, crafty in conduct, persevering in the pursuit of his object, 
regardless of the means by which it is attained, and equally 
"^ardlcss of an adherence to truth, as demonstrated by bit 
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lettor to Maz2«i,* his deolaration in tbe Senate, on his fii«i 
taking Ilia seat tbei'c, etc., etc. ; beiianae lie is known to he de- 
voted to the views of thoae men in his State, whose unceasing 
effort it has been, and is, to reduce in practice the adminis- 
tration of their gOTemment to the principles of the old con- 
federation, ia which that State, hy her numeions reprcsenta 
Uvea, and the influence whiuh she has on surrounding States, 
will be the dictator ; because he is known to be servilely de- 
roted to one fordgn nation, under any form of government, and 
•ursuing any system of measures, however hostile to tliis 
tountry, and unrelentingly hostile to another oalion ; and 
Aose the two nations with which we have the most interest- 
mg relations, and with which it is most important to preserve 
<u equal and impartial regard. Ought we, then, to respect 
iin pieference which is given to tlila man fjom such moticee, 
•ud by auchj^riwn^/ 

" Alt 10 the other candidate, there is no disagi'eemcnt as to his 
ihmactdr. He is ambitious, selGsb, profligate. His ambition li 



• UozlbL Wb« a Icamod lulian, who had resided m Tirgiab, near MooU- 
dio, nLaro iio bocame iolimato witli JoSorsou. Dpoa liis roluni to Europe 
^1 wrolo (9 JoTcisan. Ji^nbr^on's reply, by Bomo roeoos, got iato the iiews- 
lapots, nnd oaiB a prodigious clamor. Or this letter, dated Apri] 21, 1193, 
L^ following is [ho p^rt relating to pnblic events : 

" The aspect of our politics lias wonderlljlly choopjd Hinca you lad ns. In 
(date of that DoUle lore ot liberty and republjcau govBrnmett, wiiich oar- 
ried IIS triump'.tiuitlf through Iho war, an Anglican monarciiical oristocnktical 
inrty boa sprung up, wliCM avowed object a lo draw over us Uie substance, 
UII107 have already done the rorms, of tlie Bntish govornuieiii Tlie niau] 
body o' our citizens, bonrcver, remain true to Ihcir republican principles; tks 
whole UVed interost Is republiou, nndeoisagrDat mossottalrnls. Againd 
Ha are the Executive, the Jodlciary, tvo out of three bnuicht^ of Uie Legisla^ 
tore, nil the officers of tiia govcrameat -, all who want K> be ofScots, all 
timid met), who prefer the ailtu cf despotism to the boialorous sea of Uber^. 
British mcrchvil.1, and Am.iri'anB Iradicg on Briliuh capital, speculatora and 
holders in the bLnl'^s andpubl'C fund?, a ccnmranco invented for Iho purpo&> 
of corruption, and for ossimilttii-g us ia o-'i thmjs to the rollcn oa woU as 
ttie sound part of (ho Britisli aodeL It wtold giro you a fever were 1 to 
name to you the apc-it.>Ire who bkwo gono ovef U> tbeao bottles, men wh( 
ware Samsooa in the .Vd and Solomons li tt>3 council, bat who have W 
Ikeir beads shorn by Uu .la'lot SogLnd." 
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of the worst kind ; it is a mere love of powev, regardlGsaoFfanie, 
but as its iDStruRient ; his telfiahneaa excludes all sueial affeo- 
tioD,* and his profligacy uniestrained by any moral senlimenta, 
and defying nil decency. Thia is agreed, but then it is known 
that his manners are plausible — that he is desterons in the ao- 
quiHtion and use of the means necessary to efiect his wishes. 
Nothing can be a stronger evidence of this than the situation in 
which he stands at this moment — wilhont any pretension from 
connections, fame, or services — elevated by his own jndepen 
dent means to the highest point to which all those can cany the 
most mei-itorions man in the nation. He holds to no previous 
theoncs, but is a mere matter-of-fact man. His very aelfishnesa 
prevents Ids entertaining any mischievous predilections for for- 
eign nations. The situation in which he lives has enabled him to 
disceni, and justly appreciate the benefits resulting from our 
commercial and other national systems, and thi^i same selfiah- 
Dess will afford some secm'ity that he will not only patronize 
their support, but their invigoration. 

" There are otlier considerations. It is very evident that the 
Jacobins dislike Mr. Burr as Fi'esident — that they dread tua 
appointment more than even that of General Pinckney. 

" On his part, he hates tiiem for the preference given to his 
rival. He has oppressed his displeasure al the publication of 
his letter by General Smith. This jealousy, and distrust, and 
dislike, will every day more and more increase, and more and 
more widen the breach between them. If then Burr should 
bo elected by the Fedeialists against the hearty oppodtion of 
the Jacobins, the wounds mutually given and received will 
probably be incurable. Each will have committed the un 
pardonable sin. Burr must depend on good men for his sup 
port, and that support he can not receive but by a conformity 
to their views. 

" In these circumstances, then, to what evils shall we expose 
PQrsolves by the choice of Burr, which we should escape by 
•he election of J^Serson ? It is said that it would be more 

, * Tbe roador will obaervo, OaX taanj of tbe tewtjog Federalists, in donnuDo- 
utg Borr, use HoniiltoD's OWD pbnsci — so lamiliu had Huniltoa modo ib'^M 
ptnsei by repetilion 
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disgraceful to our country, iuid to the principles of our gov 
fli-nmcnt. For myself, I declare I tliink it iroposaiblo to pre- 
serve llie honor of our country or tho principles of our Con. 
stitutioD, by a mode of election wliiuli was intended to securo 
to prominent talents and virtues the fiiitt honors of our coun- 
try, and tor ever to disgrace the barbai'oua institutions by 
which executive power is to be transmitted through tlie orgatu 
qffftneratioti. We have at one election placed at the head 
of our govei-nment a semi-maniac (Adama), and who, in his 
soberest senses, ia tho greatest marplot iu nature ; and, at the 
next a feeble and false enthusiastic theorist (Jefferson) and 
& profligate (Bun) without chai-acter and without proi>crty, 
bankrupt in both. But if there i-emoius any thing for us, in 
this respect, to regard, it is with the minority in the presiden- 
tial election; and can ihry be more disgraced than by assent- 
ing to the election of Jefferson — the man who faas proclaimed 
them to the world as debased in principle, and as detestable 
and traitorous in conduct ? Bm-r is indeed unworthy, but the 
evidence of his unworthiness is neither so extensively known 
oor so conclusive as that of the other man. 

" It must be confessed that there is part of the character of 
Bnrr more dangerous than that of Jefferson. Give to the 
former a probable chance, and he would become a usurper. 
The latter might not incline, he certainly would not dare, to 
make the attempt. I do not believe :hat either would suc- 
ceed, and I am confident that such a project would be rejected 
by Burr as visionary. 

'^At first, I confess, I was strongly disposed to give Jeffcr* 
son the preference; but tho more I have reflected, the morel 
have inclined to the other; yet, however, I remain unpledged, 
oven to my friends, though I believe I shall not separate from 
them." 



January lOfA. — A long letter from Hamilton to Gouvenenr 
Morris about the ratJAoation of the convention with Frano^ 
concludes : 

"So our eastern friends want to join the armed neutrality* 
■nd make war upon Britain. I infer this from their mad pro 
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Dunsily to make fiww President. If JefTorson has prejinlicos 
leading to that r<!sull, he lias defects of cliaractei- to keep ii 
tutck. Burr, witli tlie Bume propensities, will lind the thing 
necessary to liis projects, and will dure to liazard all c 
qiicticc§. They may as well ilutik to bend a ^anl by a cob- 
web, as his ambition by promises," 

January I5(/t. — Burr's own letters during this period »re 
qniie in his usual manner, light, jocular, and brief. An allu- 
sion la the tie oecuis in a note to his son-in-law, Mr. Joseph 
Alston, of South Carolhm. "The equality of Jefferson and 
BaiT excites great speculation and much anxiety. I believe 
that all will be well, and that Jefferson will bo our President." 
The subject is not mentioned in any other of his published 
letters. 



J.intiary 1 6f/i. — The iiupoitance of SIj-. Bayard, as a mem- 
ber of the House holding the entire vote of a State, induced 
Hamilton to try all bis power to bring him over to hiii opinion. 
To Buyard, accordingly, bo now writea the most carefully 
elaborated letter that the crisis elluited. It is the most c 
plete expression of Hamilton's feelings as a patriot and as a 
piu'tiz:in, that has come down to ns. 

" 1 was glad to lind, my dear sir, by your letter," be began, 
" that you had not yet determined to go, with the consent of 
the Federal party, in support of Mr. Burr ; and that you were 
resolved to hold youi-self disengaged till the niuinent of final 
decision. Your resolution to separate yourscli; in this instance, 
(Vom the Federal party. If your conviction shall be strong of 
the untituess of Mr. Burr, is certainly laudable. So much 
does it coincide with my ideas, thai if the party shall, by sup- 
porting Mr. BuiT as President, adopt him lor their official 
chief, I shall be obliged to consider myself as an Uolated man. 
It will be impossible for me to reconcile with my motives of 
honor or policy, the continuing to be of a party whioh, s& 
oordtng to my apprehension, will have degraded itself and the 
Doimtry. 

" I am sure, nevertheless, '.hat the moc'ives of many will b« 



(SO LIPK OT AABOK BITBB. 

guod, and I shall never cease to esteem the individuals, thougfa 
I shnlt deplore a step wliich I fear experience will show to 
be a very (iital one. Among the letters which I receive, 
ussigiiiiig the reasoua, pro and com., for preferring Burr to JeC 
ferson, I observe no small exnggeration to tlio prejudice of the 
iattcr, and some things taken for granted as to the furmer 
which nre at least questionable. Perhaps myself the first, at 
some expense of popularity, to nnfold the true character of 
JeSurson, it is too latu for me to become his apologist. Nor 
have I any disposition to do it. 

"I admit that his politics are tinctured with fanaticism ; that 
be is too miioh in earnest in his democracy ; iliat he has been 
a mischievous enemy to the principal measures of our past 
administration ; that he is crafty and perseveriog in his ob- 
jeuts ; that he is not scrupulous about the means of success, 
nor very mindful of truth, and that he is a contemptible hyp> 
ociile. But it is not true, as is alleged, that he is an enemy 
to the power of the executive, or that he is for confounding 
nil the powers in the House of Reprcscntaiiven. It is a tiiot, 
which I have frequently mentioned, that, while we were in thi 
administration together, he was generally for a large construc- 
tion of the executive authority, and not backward to aft upon 
it in oases which coincided with his views. Let it be added 
that, in his theoretic ideas, he has considered ns improper the 
participations of the Senate in the executive authority. I have 
more than once made the reflection that, viewing himself as 
the reversioner, ho was solieitous to come into the possession 
of a good estate. Nor is it true, that Jcfiarson is zealous 
enough to do any thing in pursuance of his principles, which 
will contravene his popularity or his interest. He Is as likely 
as any man I know to temporize; to calculate what will be 
likely to promote bis own reputation and advantage, and the 
probaUe result of such a temper is the preservation of systems, 
though originally opposed, which being onee established, could 
not be overturned without danger to the person who did it. 
To my mind, a true estimate of Mr. Jeffei-soTf s character wftr 
rants the expectation of a temporizing, rather than a violent 
system. That Jefferson has manifested a culpable predilection 
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for Frnccc is certainly true; but I thiok it a question wlietljcr 
it did not proceed quite as much from har popularili/ amoug 
B as f]-om Eenliment ; an<1 in piopoition as thnt popularity is 
I diminished, his zeal will cool. Add to tliia that there is no 
I Ciir reaaon la supiiose him capable of being coiriiptcd, which 
I It It security that he will not go beyond certain limits, Ii U 
I iKil at all itnprubabk' that, under the change of circumstonoea, 
y Jefferson's Gnllicism has considerably abated. 

"As to Burr, these things are aJniltted, and indeed nan 

I not be denied, that he is a man of extreme and irregular am- 

I bitton ; that hu is selfish to a degree wliiuh excludes all social 

iSections ; and ihnt he is decidedly prt^fiiffate. But it is said, 

J 1st, that he is artful and (kxlerous to accomplish his ends; 

I Sd, that he holds no pernicious tbeories, but is a mere matter- 

I l^fact man; 3d, that his very selfishness is a guard against 

1 nischievous foreign predilection ; 4lh, that his local altuatioti 

has enabled bim to appreciate the utility of our commeroial 

and fiscal systems, and the same qualities of selfisljuess will 

lead him to support and hivigornto them ; 5th, that he is now 

disliked by the Jacobins ; that his elevation will bu a mortal 

itab to iheni, breed an invincible haired to liim, and compel 

him to lean on the Federalists ; Bth, Burr's ambition will be 

checked by his good sense, by the manifest impossibility of 

succeeding in any scheme of usurpation, and that, if attempted, 

there is nothing to fear fiora the attempt. 

"These topics are, in my judgment, more plausible thau 
aolid. As to the first point, the tact must be admitted ; but 
those qualities are objections rather than recommendations, 
when they are under the direction of bad prinuiples. As to the 
Hccttnd point, too much is taken for granted. If Burr's con- 
Ternation is to be credited, he is not very fur ti'om being a 
viuonaiy. He has quoted to me Con'tectteut* as an example 
of the success of the democratic theory, and ns authority, 
wHous doubts whether it was not a good one. It is ascer- 
tained th.it in some instances he has talked perfect Godioininn, 
I have myself heard him speak with applause of the FreDCh 
• TTie colonial govennnenl of Conneoticut was c 
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system, as unshackling the mind, and leaving it to its natural 
energies ; and I have been present when he has contended 
against banking systems with earnestness, and with the same 
arguments that Jefferson would use. (Note by Ilnniilton. 
" Yet he has lately, by a trick, established a hanky a perfect 
monster in its principles, but a very convenient instrument of 
profit and influence?^) 

"The trutli is, that Burr is a man of a very subtle imagin- 
ation, and a mind of this make is rarely free fiom ingenious 
whimsie.-(. Yet I admit that he has no fixed theory, and that 
his peculiar notions will easily give way to his interest. But 
is it a recommendation to have no tfieortj f Can that man be 
a systematic or able statesman who has none ? I believe not. 
No general principles will hardly work much better than 
erroneous ones. 

" As to the third point, it is certain that Burr, generally 
speaking, has been as warm a partizan of France as Jefferson j 
that he l\as, in some instances, shown liimself to be so with 
passion. But if it was from calculation, who will say that his 
calculations will not continue him so? His selHsliness, so far 
from being an obstacle, may be a prompter. If corrupt, as 
well as selfish, he may be a partisan for the sake of aid to his 
views. No man has trafficked more than he in the floating 
passions of the multitude. Hatred to Great Britain and at- 
tachment to France in the public mind will naturiiily lead a 
man of his selfishness, attached to ))lace and power, to favor 
France and oppose Great Britain. The Gallicism of many of 
our patriots is to be thus resolved, and, in my opinion, it is 
morally certain that Burr will continue to be intiucnced by 
this calculation. 

"As to the fourth point, the instance I have cited with 
respect to banks, proves that the argument is not to be relied 
upon. If there was much in it, why does Chancellor Living- 
ston maintain that we ought not to cultivate navigation, but 
ought to let foreigners be our carriers? France is of this 
uphiion too ; and Burr, for some reason or other, will be very 
apt to be of the opinion of France. 

" As to the fifth point, nothing can be more fallacious. It 
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j8 demoDBtr.ite i by recent facts tliat Burr is solicitous to keep 
upoQ anti-Federal ground to avoid compromitliog himself by 
any enKagement willi the Focleralidts. With or without Buoh 
engagement, he will easily pcTHunde hid former friends that lie 
does not stand on that ground; and aller their liritl resent- 
ment, they nill bo glad to rally under him. In Uio mean time, 
he wiil take care not to disoblige them ; and he will always 
court those among them who are best fitted for tools. He 
V will never choose to lean on good men, because he knows that 
F tbey will never support his bad projects ; but, instead of this, 
he will endeavor to disorganize both parties, and to form ont 
of tlicm a third, composed of men fitted by iheir characters to 
be conspirators and instruments of such projects. 

" That this will be his future conduct, may be inferred from 

biB past plan, and from the admitted quality of irregular am- 

I ll^tign. Let it be remembered ihal Mr. Burr has never i^)- 

L'|>eared solicitous for fame, and that great ambition, unchecked 

I 'by' prln^jile, orTITe love of glory, is an unruly tyrant, wliich 

l-Dever can keep long in a course which good men will'approve. 

o the last point, ihe proposition in against the experience of 

I ill limes. Ambition, without principle, was never long under 

Ibe guidance of good sense. Besides that, really, the force of 

Mr. Burr's underatanding is much ovoriated. He is far more 

Mnning than wise, far more dexterous than able. 

["Fcri/, very confidential. — In my opinion he is inferior in 
veal ability to Jelferson. There are also facts against the sup- 
position. It is past all doubt that ho has blamed me for not 
having improved the situation I once was in to change the 
government. That when answered that this could not have 
been done without guilt, ho replied, Les ffrandi Ames ee son- 
cicnt peu des pettla moraux;* that when told the thing was 
never practicable, from the genins and sitnation of the conn- 
try, he answered, ' That depends upon the estimate we form 
of the human passions, and of the means of influencing them,' 
Does this prove that Mr, Burr would consider a scheme of 
Bsurpation as visionary ?] 
*^ Tlie truth is, with great apparent coldness he b the muat 
* Girot souls care liUlo ibr tba mmor morale 
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enngiilno man in the world. He thinks every thing possible 
to adventure and pei-sevcrancc ; and though I believe he ivil] 
fail, I think il ahnoat certain he ivill attempt usurpation, and 
the attempt will involve great mischief. 

" But there is one point of view which seems to me dect^ 
ive. If the anti-Federalists, who prevailed in the election, are 
left to take their own man, they remain responsible, and the 
Federalists i-emain fret, united, and without slain, in a situa> 
tton to resist with effect pernicious measures. If the Federal- 
ists substitute Burr, they adopt him, and become answerable 
for him. Whatever may be the theory of the case, abroad and 
at home (for so from the beginning it will be taught), Mr. Burr 
must become, in fact, tlie man of oar party ; and if he ada ill, 
we must share in the blame and disgrace. By adopting htm, 
we do all wo can to rewmcile the miuds of Federalists to him, 
and we prep.ire them fur the effectual operation of his acts. 
He will, doubtless, gain many of them ; and the Federalista 
will become' a disorganized and contemptible paity. Can 
there be any serious qi^estion between the policy of leaving tb< 
antt-Fedci'alistB to be answerable for the elevation of an objec- 
tionable man, and that of adopting ourselves, and becoming 
answerable for a man who, on all hands, is acknowledged to 
be a complete Catiline F Tia enough to state the question to 
indicate the answer, if reason, not passion, presides in the da> 

" You may communicate this and my former letter to di»- 
creet and confidential friends." 

Upon this letter a remark or two may be permitted. A 
man who, adcr knowing Jefferson as Intimately as Hamilton 
oad, could deliberately pronounce him " a contemptible hypo- 
crite," was no judge of men ; and nothing, therefore, whioh he 
saya of an opponent has any value. Jefferson still lives in the 
history of Ids administration — lives in the stamp he left upon 
his country's intellect — Uvea in the nine volumes of his letters. 
Read all these, and learn whether Thomas Jefferson was or 
was not a contemptible hypocrite, or in any sense contempt* 
Ible. The liorror which Hamilton expresses of Godwin, that 
gentle-hearted enthusiast, that pasMonate lover of justice and 
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of man, tliat friend of the moat loveable gentlemnn of his day, 
Cbai'les Lamb, is inoffnbiy absurd. If Burr roally said that 
gi'cat souls do not much regard the minor mornliLics, lie ut- 
tered as deadly a falsehood as ever fell from lips. Great 
BoqIs, indeed, know no minor morals ; lo ihem all morals are 
great, august, contvolliiig. They know no degrees in right 
itnd wrong, Uamilton, in bis loiter to Governor Jay, advising 
the defeat of the Ilepiibliciins by a governraeutnl triuk, uttern 
nentiraents not unlike that which he here attributes to Burr. 
Dut no man who knows men will juilge of what a man will do 
by what, in unguarded moments, ha says.* 

With regaid to Hamilton's chronic dread of Buir'a usurping 
the government, it waaodly oneof the symptoms of the^wrr- 
iphobia under which he labored. Sobeming for a reikclion 
is enough to keep an ambitious man amused in the presiden- 
tial thair. Tno things, however, strengthened Hainilton's 
fear of usurpation. One was the recent example of Bonaparte ; 
the other, the very general opinion among the wealthier 
fl'.iases in the United Stales, that the Constitution bad been 
tried and found wanting. Hamilton was of that opinion. Of 
the two, Hamilton was more likely to have made an attempt 
to subvert the government than Burr ; for Hamilton was al- 
ready convinced of the necessity of its subversion. If Burr 
had Ibimed any thing like a purpose, however vague, however 
rcmoto its probable execution, to seize the supreme authority, 
he would not have begun by awakening the suspicions of the 
man who would certainly be the first to lead an outraged peo- 
ple against the usurper. 

January (No date named, bat probably about the 20th), 
Hamilton wiitesi, in hot haste, to Gouveneur Morris, at 

* JotTeison's inUyrily, as a moD, Uoa never been disputed, I beliSTe. Bat 
m one of hU Icltars 'o Dr. Rush, dated January 3, 1309, tbo follon'iDg pas- 
uge occun ; " Tliua I catimat« the qualiljca of the mind : 1st. Good Ilumnr, 
ad. Integtity, 3d. loduatry, 4lh. Bcionco. Tlio prereri.'nce of the Aral lo tbe 
(wond qooUty may doI at Snt be ocquincad in -. but, certainl;, we hud dl 
vitbDT assocuto vrith a good-humored, U^ht-prindpled man, tlifto with an Itt 
tempered rigorUt ui momlitv." 
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Washington, to comnunicato some information for use against 
Burr. 

" I ha^en," he says, ** to give you some information which 
may be useful. I know, as a fact, that overtures have been 
made by leading individuals of the Federal party to Mr. Burr, 
who declines to give any assurance respecting his future in- 
tentions and conduct, saying that to do it might injure him 
with his friends, and hinder their co5peration ; that all ought 
to be inferred from the necessity of his future situation, as it 
regarded the disappointment and animosity of the anti-Feder- 
alists ; that the Federalists, relying upon this, might proceed 
in the certainty that, upon a second ballot, New York and 
Tennessee would join him. It is likewise ascertained that he 
perfectly undei-stands himself with Edward Livingston, who 
will be his agent at the seat of government. 

" Thus you see that Mr. Burr is resolved to preserve him- 
self yi a situation to adhere to his former friends, engage- 
ments, and projects, and to use the Federalists as tools ol his 
aggrandizement. 

" He will satisfy them that he has kept himself free to con- 
tnme his relations with them, and as many of them are secretly 
attached to him, they will all be speedily induced to rally un- 
der his standard, to which he will add the unprincipled of our 
party, and he will laugh at the rest. 

"It is ii fact that Mr. Burr is now in frequent and close con- 
ference with a Frenchman, who is suspected of being an agent 
of the French government, and it is not to be doubted that he 
will be the firm ally of Buonaparte. 

" You are at liberty to show this letter to such friends as 
you think fit, especially Mr. Bayard, of Delaware, in whose 
principles and sound sense I have much confidence. 

" Depend upon it, men never played a more foolish game 
than will do the Federalists, if they support Burr." 

From this letter we learn, that Hamilton's information re- 
specting an opponent must be received with the same caution 
as his ojnnioji, Edward Livingston was no agent of Burr's. 
He was, at this time, as will soon appear, true to himself and 
to his party, and one of Jefferson's most confidential friends. 
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Jaiium-y 2\st. — A hurried letter from Hamilton to Scdfj- 
wii-k. Rot'ci's )iiiii to his iong letter to Bayaril. Begs him to 
\ reconsider liis prefiTeni-Ji for Burr. Add*: "I never was bo 
I much mistaken as I shall lie if our friends, in the event of their 
L BDccess, do not riic the prtf'ercnce they will give to that Calt- 
f fine." 



Hamilton's warnings were linle hooded by the Federalisla, 

1*1118 denunciations of Colonel Burr were nttribtiteil to pi'oFe^ 

■jional jcaloufy, or personal enmity, and the Fedei-al members 

liinimed with desire to disappoint the Republicans by electing 

Sun-. 

The day fnr the election in the Honse of Represenlattyca 
arrived. The House consisted of one bnndred nnd six raem- 
bera, of whom a m.ijority were Federnlisls. Tliere were then 
sixteen States in iho Union ; a majorUy of tlie States was 
necessary to nn cleclion ; and the House was liinilcd in it^ 
choice to ihu two candidates who had received tlic highest 
number of electoral voten. If a simple majority of the mem- 
bers would liave sutiieed, Burr would certainly have been 
elected on the first ballot. Before proceeding to the great 
business of the day, the House lesolvcd not to adjoiu'ii till a 
President had been chosen — wliJoh, John Randolph says, was 
a Federal expedient designed to starve or worry the nnde- 
L^ded members into voting for Burr. During the balloting, 
Ae public were excluded from the galleries, hut, on the floor 
f the House, seats were provided for the Senatora and the 
tPresidcnt, It chanced that some of the members were sick at 
I^J^e time — for them sofas were provided. One gentleman, 
vho was Bcriouxly ill, was attended in the House by his wife. 

On the first ballot eight States voted for Jefferson, namely, ^- 

New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, North Carolina, Vir- ' 
fpnio, Kentucky, Georgia, and Tennessee, Six States voted 
for Burr, namely, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Isl- 
and, Coimeoticiit, Delaware, and South Carolina. Vermont 
and Maryland were divided equally between the two candi- 
dateH. Neither on this ballot, nor on any future one, did Jef* 
fdrson reoeivo more than fifty-one votes. The balloting con- 
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tinucd, at intervals, all that day, all through the night, and 
nnlil noon of the day following. The vote was taken twenty- 
nine times without the slightest change or prospect of change. 
Then the exhausted members evaded their resolution not to 
adjourn, by agreeing to take a recess. Dogged obstinacy sat 
on every countenance. 

For seven days the country was kept in suspense, and Rumor, 
with all her tongues, was busy. During this period, and im- 
mediately after it, certain letters were written, and entries 
made in private journals, the perusal of which will complete 
the reader's knowledge of the Tie, and the Tie intrigues. 

JPebruary lOth. — On the first day of the balloting, Judge 
Cooper of New York (father of J. Fennimore Cooper), a re- 
markably ^ highflying Federalist,' and, at that time, a member 
of the House, wrote as follows to his friend Thomas Morris : 

" We have this day locked ourselves up by a rule to pr> 
ceed to choose a President before we adjourn. * * * We 

r shall run Burr perseveringly. You shall hear of the result 
bstantly after the fact is asceitained. A little good manage 
ment would fiave secured our object on the first vote^ but now 
it is too late for any operation to be gone into, except that of 
adhering to Burr, and leave the consequences to those who 
have heretofore been his friends. If we succeed, a faithful 
support must, on our part, be given to his administration, 
which, I hope, will be wise and energetic." 

Two days after. Judge Cooper writes again to Mr. Morris : 
"We have postponed, until to-morrow 11 o'clock, the voting 
for President. All stand firm. Jefferson eight — Burr six — 
divided two. Had Burr done any thing for himself he 
wotdd long ere this /uive been President. If a majority would 
answer, he would have it on every vote." 

February lOth. — This was the second day of the balloting 
Jefferson, who was then in his place as President of the Sen- 
ate, enters in his diary the following gossip : 

" Edward Livingston tells me that Bayard applied to-day 
or last night, to General Samuel Smith, and represented U 
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mm the oKpeiiiency of his voming over to the Slates who vote 
for Burr, tliat there was nothing in the way of appointment 
whluh he migiit not cominanr}, and particularly moiitioncO tho 
secretarysliip of tlio navy. Smith asked him if Iio was antlior- 
ized to make llio offer. Ho said he was authorized. Smith 
totd Una to Livingston, and to W. C. Nichols, who confirms it 
tome. Bay.ivd in like manner templed Livingston, not by 
offering any particular office, hut by representing to him his, 
Livingston's, inlimaey and connection with Burr; that from 
him he had every thing to expect, if he would como over to 
him. To Dr. Linn of New Jersey, they have offered the 
govei-nmont of New Jersey." 

The part which Bayard tOok in the business will bo narrated 
by him.self in a moment. XTpon the publication of the volume 
of Mr, Jeffirson'a work which contains the above, General 
Smith, then a Senator from Maryland, declared in the Senate 
that no such proposition was made to him by Mi'. Bayard. 

February \Uh, Jefferson records the following: "General 
Armstiong tells me that Gouveneur Blorris, in conrei-sation 
with him to-day on tho scene which is pawing, expressed him- 
self thus, 'How cornea it,' says he, 'that Burr, who is four 
hundred miles off (at Albany) has agents here at work with 
great activity, while Mr. Jefferson, who is on the spot, does 
nothing?'" 

A year or two after tho "scene" was oier, it became the 
Hubjcct of conversation, one day, at Jefferson's table. After 
dinner, Ji-fferaon wrote in his diary aa follows: "Matthew 
Lyon noticed the insinuations against the Republicans of Wash- 
ington, pending the presidenti.il election, and expressed hia 
wijth that every thing was spoken out which was knon-n ; thai 
it would then appear on which side there was a bidding for 
votes, and he declared that John Brown of Rhode Island, 
urging him to \ otc for Colonel Burr, used these words, ' What 
is il yon want. Colonel Lyon? Is it office, is it money? Only 
say wjiut you want, and you shall have it.' " 

Who can believe a man to whom such a proposition could 
have been even remotely hinted? Jefferson shows himself 
weak in recording stuff of this kind, 
13 
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Tlial cecry ihittg ag.iJnsl Burr may apjionr, I copy itie follnwi 
ing fi'uta Ji-irvi-!«on's (limy of a atill l.ttui- dnlc, Jntiuaiy, 1904 : 
'^CdIoiil-I Hilclibuin of MassociuisetLs rcmindu'l ma of a letter 
he bad writlei. <no fiom Pltiluddpliia, pending the presidential 
elcotioti, says liu did not tlioreiti give tlio details. That he waa 

in oompany at rijiliidelphia niih Cdoiicl Biiir and : 

that in the coni'se of the coiivci-wtion on the elcclion, Colonel 
Burr said, ' We must have a Pruaidentf and a conslitulionitl 
one, in some way.' ^How ia it to be done?' eays Hildibnra; 
'Mr. Jcflersoii's friends will not quit bioi, and bis cneniiesi 
are not strong eiioitgli lo oan'y another,' ' Why,' B-iys Burr, 
' our friends must join tliu Federalists, and give the President.' 
The next luoining at bieaklast, Culonul Burr repcited n»u-ly 
the some, saying, ' We can not be withont a President, oiin 
friends must join the Federal vote.' 'But,' says Uitehbum, 
'wQshall tlien be nilhoul a Viee-Prcdident, who is to be our 
Yice-Pi-esident ?' Colom-i Burr answei'ed, 'Mr. JeffL-rson.' " 

This sounds like the toadying tale of an ofliue-sceker. 

Jfebntirr'/ 1 5f/(, — 5Ii-. Jefierson writes to bis friend Monroa; 
" I£ tlic- Federalists coidd have been permitted to pass & law 
for putting the go^'emiuent into the bands of au ofiieci', they 
would coitauily have prevented an eleoUon. But we thought 
it best to deelaro, oiic and all, openly and firmly, that the day 
auoh on not passed, the middle States would aim ; aiid that no 
BUOh usurpation, even Ibv a ^ngle day, should be submitted 
to. This first shook tbem ; and iboy were complete/y alarraei) 
at the resource iov which wc declared, namely, to ir.organisa 
tjic gov ornn lent, and to amend it. The very word cr .ive'itvm 
gives liiem tbu hori-oi's, as in tJio present deniocviiti i.[ t^ysmt of 
America ibey foav tliey ubould lose some of the t,*i-j;itu'mor 
sela of the Constitution." 



Gne of Mr. JcfTcraon's letters to Dr. Rush r-.t ,rcls a scene 
that occurred, during tliis terrible week, betwe- 1. Iihu'jelf and 
President AdumH : 

" When tile election between Burr and myse'f,'* wrote Je& 
lerson, "was kept in suspouao by the PeiW^li^*, Jiiid thnj 
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ipero meditating to place tiio President of tlie Sennto at th* 
head oi the government, I called on Mr. Adams, with a view 
to have this deBjieraic meosiire prevented by his negative. Ho 
grow ^varm in an instant, and said, with a vehemeuoo he hrf 
not used toward me before, 

"'Sir, the event of the election is in your own power. Yoo" 
liavo only to say yon will do jiisiice to the imblio creditors; 
maintain the navy, and not disturb those holding offices, and' 
the government will instantly be put into your hands. We 
know it is tlio wish of the people it should be so,' 

" 'Mr, Adams,' said I, ' I know not what part of my con- 
duct, in either public or private life, can have authorised a' 
doubt of my fidelity to the public engagements. I say, how- 
ever, I will not come into the government by capitulation — P 
will not enter on it but in perfect freedom to follow the di6' 
tates of my own judgment,' 

"I had before given the same answer to the same intima 
tion from Gouvcnenr Morris. 

" ' Then,' said he, ' things must take their couree.' 

"T turned the conversation to something else, and soon took* 
my leave. It was the fii-st time in our lives we had evoi' 
pai-ted with any thing like dissatisfaclion." 

Fkbmarij 22d. — The great question had been decided, bat' 
Hamilton had not beard the news. He writes to-daj*, a taflt' 
letter to a friend at Washington, mentioning a feet which, hw 
hoped, would utterly defeat the cle.Uon of Burr. As one of 
the hundred pixKifs of Biii-r'a consistency and integrity, a*** 
politician, it deserves attention, Hamilton s.iys: 

" After my ill success hitherto, I ought perhaps, in pnidcnoi^ 
to say nothing further on the subject. But situated as things 
now are, 1 certainly have no adviee to give: Yet I may, with' 
out impropriety, communicate a liicl — it is this: 

" Colonel Burr is taking an active pergonal part in favor o^ 
Mk Ciiriton, against Mr. Van Rensselaer, as Governor of thb 
State. I have, tipon my honor, dii'cct and indubitable cvi^ 
denoe, that betwfen t"o and three weeks past, he wrote' t 
tfery urgent letter to Oliver Ph^ps, df the western patl of 
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this Stato, to induce hie exertions in favor of Clintnu. Ia ttvA, 
tliis lui unequivocal confirinniion of what I predicted, that lia 
will, in any event, continue to play the Jacobin game? Can 
any thing else explain liis conduct nt such a tnoineni, and 
Bndcr Kiicli cirrnraatances ? I might add several other things 
to provo that he is resolved to adhere to, and cidtivatc hia 
owa party, ivlio lately, more than ever, have sliown the cloven 
fool of rawi Jacobinism-" 

To what n ridiculous pitch Hamilton's feelings weie wronj;ht 
dnring the stroggle, is shown by his subsequent avowal to Mr. 
Bayard : " It is believed to bo an alanning fact, that while the 
question of the presidential election was pending in the House 
of Rpprcaentatives, parties were organizing in several of the 
cities, in the event of their being no election, to cut off tht 
Uadliig Federalists and seizi the government /" 

March %lh. — After seven days of occasional dogged ballot 
ing, the excitement in the country ever on the increase, and 
threntcniiig to become serious, the struggle was terminated 
by Mr. Bayard. The manner in ivhioh he did this he related 
at the time in a letter to Hamilton, which letter is an import 
ant link in Burr's vindication. 

" Your views," wrote Mr. Bayard, on the Bth of Marcn, 
"in relation to the election differed very little from my own, 
but I was obliged to yield to a toixent, which I perceived 
might be diverted, but could not be opposed. 

" In one case I was willing to take Burr, but I never nonsid- 
dered it as a case likely to happen. If by his conduct ho had 
completely forfeited the oontidence and friendship of his party, 
and left himself no resort but the support of the Federalists, 
(hero are many considerations which wiuld have induced ma 
to prefer him to Jefferson. But I was enabled soon to dLi- 
cover that ho was determined not to shackle himaeif with 
Federal principles ; and it became evident that if he got in 
without being absolutely committed to hia own parly, that he 
would bo disposed and obliged to play the game of M'Keaa 
vpon an improved plan and enlarged scale. 

" In the origin of the business, I had contrived to lay liol^ 



THE TIS 1NTBI0I7£B. 



293 



flf ail (he doubtful votes in tlic House, which eiiatled me, ao 
cording to views which presented themselvea, to i>rotraut or 
terminntd ihc conlroversy. 

" Tliis arrangement was i?ltaily made from the opinion read- 
ily adopted from the consideration that, representing a small 
State without resources which could supply the means of self- 
protection, I shouid not dare to proceed to any lengths which 
would jeopardize the Constitution, or the safety of my Stnteu 
When the experiment was fully made, and acknowledged upon 
all hands to have completely ascertained that Burr wax re- 
solved not to commit himself, and that nothing remained hut 
to appoint a President by law, or leave the goveniment with- 
out one, I came out with the most explicit and determined 
declaration of voting for JefTei-son. Yoii can not well imagine 
the clamor and vehement invective to which I was subjected 
for some days. We bad several caucuses. All acknowledged 
that nothing but desperate measures remained, wliich several 
were disposed to adopt, and but few were willing openly to 
disapprove. We broke up each time in confusion and dis- 
cord, and the manner of the last ballot was arranged but a 
few miniitca before the ballot was given. Oar former har- 
mony, liowever, has since been restored. 

"The public declarations of my intention to vote for Jeffer- 
son, to which I have alluded, were made without a general 
consultation, knowing that it Arould be an easier task to closo 
the breach which I foresaw, when it was the result of an act 
done without concurrence, than if it had proceeded from one 
against a decision of the party. Had it not been for a single 
gentleman from Connecticut, the easlvrn States would finally 
have voted in blank, in the same manner as done by South 
Carolina and Delaware ; but because he refused, the rest of 
the delegation refused; and because Connecticut insisted on 
continuing the ballot for Buit, Kew Hampshire, Massaohs- 
setta, and Rhode Island refused to depai't from their former 
vote. 

" TAe means existed of electing Surr, but this required Hit 
cooperation. Sy deceiving one man {a great blockhead), 
and tempting tao (not incorrupt ible), he might have seciwei 
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^ mcifority ^/ihe Stales. He will never IiKve Bootlicr i liaaoe 
of being President of the United States ; and the lilUe uw 
he has made of the one whiuh has occurred, givee mc but ajp 
humble opinion of the talents of an unprincipled man." 

Thus ended the great struggle, during which the Constita 
Uon was subjected to the severest strain it has ever knouii, 
and boie it without one moment's real danger of giving way. 
^ta bistoi'y has been here given in the language of Colonel 
Burr's bitter enemies. The impression which that histoi'y M) 
related will leave on the mind of the reader, can not be for^ 
seen. It was the diligent leadbg of Burr's political history 
in the letters, pamphlets, and newspapers of his enemies and 
opponents, which convinced me that, as a partizan, he acted 
thioughout with the strictest honor and consistency I 

The 4th of March, 1801, was a day of rejoicing thronghoitt 
Xhe United States. Aller a peiiod of piunful anxiety, the coun- 
try breathed again. Processions, orations, and banquets te»- 
tilled, in the larger cities and towns, to the public joy. Thf 
^auguralion was happily achieved at the usual hour. In tW 
evening, President Jc&erson and Vice-President Burr received 
the congratulations of gentlemen of both parties at the presi- 
dential mansion, where all but a few of the most lugoted Fed- 
eral Senators and Representatives were to be seen in th« 
Xhrong that gathered round the victorious oliiefs. The in- 
auguration speech had lulled the apprehensions of the Feder- 
alists, and the new order of things was accepted with a good 
grace. 

Far away, at Albany, the Republicans of tne New York 
legblatnre were banqueting hilariously. In reporting th^ 
ftroceedings of this occasion, the Albany HegisUr informed 
the world thot the company " did not forget the importonf 
fUGcesa of the Republicans in the choice of that firm and tried 
patriot, Aaron Burr, as Vice-President of the United States." 
Next to the toast given in honor of the President, the follov 
mg was offered : 

" Aaron Burr, Vioe-Pre«i4ent of the United States j hif iiw 
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furjTi and pntt lotic cxeitiona in Tavov of UepublicatiUm eclipsed 
un1_v by his Inte disintprGstcd oonducl." 

Not fi wliispei' of disacnsion was heard. Do Witt Clinton, 
wlio lind lidd aluof (i-om t)i« great ctimpnigii of 1800, was 
prerieiit at the b:tiiqaet, and ofii-i'ed tliJs tii:tU : 

" Oar Itcpuliliu.iii bri'thien of the Soulli — may wo always be 
united witli llieni in ttic «le vatic ii of pulriots, and the promo- 
tion of good priiiuipWs." 

Fiery Jolin Atlama uould not submit witli d^'ccnt dignity to 
his fate, "The last day," saj'e Jetiei-son, "of bis political 
power, tlio last liouv, and ovou beyond midoight, wure em- 
jiloyod ill tilling all otEoos, and especially permanent ones, 
witli the bittei'L'st Federalists, and providing for tuc the alter 
native, cither to execute the government by my onemies, 
irhose study it would be to thwart and defeat uU my meaa- 
nre«, or lo incur the odium of such niimcrons removals from 
office as might bear me doirn." By da,> bi-enk on llie morning 
of the in augu ration the ex-Pivsident had led ihe seat of gov- 
ernment for ever* 

T!i_e_££ii«»tal party tasiei. the Biveets of power no more. 
The leaders comiiuicd, and eontimie, to forebode the country's 
ruin, while they enjoy the lion's share of its prosperity. 

Hamilton bonghl a few acres of land near the city, and re- 
lieved the monotony of law by improving his grounds, When 
next he wi-oic to General Pinckiiey, ho begins his leltcrr by 
requesting his friend to send bim some Carolina melon-seed 

" JoLn Adacns went to lua emru witUout uiidi^ratondtng Uio n.-ilure «f tha 
levoluiion wliicli ousWd Uim. In 181 1 lio wrolo to Dr. Kuah; ''In ptnnt or 
KepublicDiiisin, all llio dlU'cTcnre I over knew or could diacorcr belvreen joc 
■nd mc, or between JclToisoa and me, consisted, 

" I. In the diflercDco bcin-ccu speecbcs and toessugta^ 1 was x monarctuBt 
bccuuao I tUouglit a spMch iDoro DUHily, more rcspcctAil to CoQfrrcsa and the 
nation. JeneiBoo aod Qogli prderrod tiU]auigM. 

" a. I Lold Icveca ouk h veek, that nil n.; timo migbt not Lid waited bjr 
Idle vUits. Jefferson's wbolo ei^it ycom waa n Icvcd. 

" 3. 1 dined a loigo company onco or twice a week. JcJlcreon dintd ■ 
■oun CTet7 day. 

"i. JcBerson .lad Rush wise ibr liber^ and abaigbt hair. I Jlion^ ouled 
tuir was o-i Bepuljlicaa as sCraight." 
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for his new garden, and some Carolina parroquets for hia 
daughter. " A garden, you know, is a very usual refuge for 
a disappointed politician,^' said he. His letters, indeed, were 
still full of politics, but they were oflen couched in the lan- 
guage of despair. ^' Mine is an odd destiny,^' he wrote to 
Gouveneur Morris. " Perhaps no man in the United States 
has sacrificed or done more for the present Constitution than 
myself; and, contrary to all my anticipations of its fate, as 
you know, from the very beginning. I am still laboring to 
prop the frail and worthless fabric. Yet I have the murinui-s 
of its friends, no less than the curses of its fbca^Jbr my re- 
ward. What can I do better than withdraw from the scene ? 
Every day proves to me, more and more, that this Amencar 
world was not made for me." 

The country was at peace. The strife of parties, for the 
moment, ceased. The real wish of the people was so com- 
pletely satisfied by the election of Jefferson, that, for twenty- 
four years he and his friends kept possession of the govern- 
ment without serious opposition. Jeffer son inheri tfid the 
errora of Adams and the able devices of Hamilton ; by aban- 
doning the former, and retaining the latter, and, above all, by 
paying homage to the republican idea in the minor arrange- 
ments of his house and administration, he won a vast and im- 
movable popularity. 

Minor arrangements, do I call them ? Of all the facts that 
contributed to the popularity which America enjoyed in 
Europe, down to the beginning of the present contention be- 
tween Democracy and Slavery, a popularity which ^^o^^fe^ the 
free States, no tale was so captivating to the European im 
agination, sick of tawdry relics of barbarous ages, sick of 
courts and their stupid usages, as this : In America any mar 
^<^y Qo atid see t/ie President^ and shake hands with htm . 
Cheap land was not the attraction. Land was cheap in An* 
tralia, in Canada, in ]3razil, in Virginia. It was that little fact, 
and what it implied, which freighted our homeward-bound 
ships with wealth in its most condensed and productive form, 
namely, honest, stalwart human beings I 



CHAPTER XVII. 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT. 

fllKOFFtCF. OF YiCR-PrRSIDENT — MaRIIIAGR OF TURODOSIA — IIeR S3X — BvERIS 9» 
UGtIT IN ]IlM--lIlS StYI.K OF LiVINO — UlS COURTSIUP OF CCLESTK— lllS Pon^ 
UIBITY AND OCXERAL OOOD FORTUNE. 

We behold our hero now upon the summit of his career. 
At the age of forty-five, ten years after becoming known io 
national politics, he stands one step below the highest place 
to which by politics a man can rise. 

The office of Vice-President of the United States, besides 
the chance which gives it importance, has, in any case, an 
odor of nationality about it which gives it dignity. Impetuous 
John Adams caHod it an insignificant office. But that was 
when the old war-horse heard the noise of battle in the House 
of Representatives, or saw it waging before him in the Senate, 
and longed, as of old, to plunge into the tlnckcst of the fight. 
Adams really enjoyed the safe honors of the place as well as 
any man. At that day, something of the old sanctity still 
clung to high office, and it was more to be Vice-President tlian 
it is now. Burr, too, stood in the line of succession. Adams 
rose from the second office to the first, and Jefibrson had just 
done the same. That Aaron Burr should in like manner be 
advanced, was what precedent indicated, what his partisans 
counted on, and what the people naturally looked for. Mean- 
while, he M'oro his honors with the airy dignity which be- 
longed to the man. It is apparent in his merry, sprightly 
corresrpondence, that he took pleasure in filling a place that 
called into conspicuous exercise the very qualities in whidi he 
excelled all the public men of his time. 

He was happy in his domestic circumstances. His two 
itep-sons, to whom he had ev2r shown more than a father's 
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liberality, had prospered ivdl in life. One of them web now 
Judge Pi'cvost, Recorder of the city of New \ orfc ; the 
other, a country gGiitleman of competent estate in Westches- 
ter county. A young Indy of French cxiraetion, whom ho 
had, in cftl'ct, adopted, and who had grown up and licen edu- 
cntcd with Theodosia, snd wlinm he loved oi.ly \t--ss tlinn his 
own child, was nmrricd, about this time, to a young man of a 
disli(i<;uislicd Rfliithern family . 

Aiid Theodosia was married. While the politicians supposed 
that Colonel Burr was full of the alleged tie negoliaiion, and 
some of them imagined that he was intrigimig with all hii 
might for the presidency, he was, in realityv^ccn^yed with tbo 
marringtt of his daughter uith Joseph Alston of South Caro- 
lina, which occurred while the gi'eat question was pending. 
Thill, with Ilia duties in the legislature, absorbed his llionght* 
and time. It was a mariiiigc in evei'v retcpecl foitunatc and 
suitable. Mr. Alston was twenty-two yeara of age, a gentle 
mail in all theneiisesof the wmd, and possessed of considerable 
profrcrty in rieo pl.intfttions. He was also a man of talent, at 
is evident from his8ulisec|uenl career, and from the cleganuc, 
ingenuity, and force of his letters to Theodosia. When (iisC 
Jie became her accepted suitor, lie was merely the young maa 
of fortune, without any deSmte object in lilb. He had been 
admitted to the bar, it is tme, but had never had nur eonght 
professional employment. Colonel Uuit fired him with bib 
own ambition, Btiniuiated hia powcra, nrged and directed his 
studies, advised liis oci-asional appearance in the court?, and 
induced him to enter the paliiiual arena. Mr. Alston boob 
made liimself prominent in the polilios of his native Slate, of 
which, in due time, he became governor, " Burr was a I'rinooljr 
lathe I- in -I aw," says a gentleman still living, who was iniimate 
with both families. 
I can well believe it. " You know," he wrote to Theoda. 
, fiia, after she had gone to her souUieni home, " llmt you and 
your oonoerua are tlie highest, the dearest interest 1 have in 
Ibis world, one in comparison with which all others are insi^ 
ai6cant," Father and daughter were on delightful terms with 
one another: he playful tender, considerate, wise, ooutidins 
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every tbmg tu her; alio amusing Uiiii with her grnccful wit, 
cheering him with her affitctiou, rcjiosiiig ia him an nhsoluto 
trust. Ho still direoted her studies. Indeed, the burden of 
fab advice to her alivayswos: Never cease lo improve your 
mind ; bolter lose your head than your habits of study. " The 
longer I live," alio writes lo him, " the more fieqiienlly the 
truth ef your advice evinces itself, that occupation is necessary 
lo give us ooHiniaiid over ourselves." That js an emineotir 
Burr-Ian maxim. 

Her removal to a State which was then twenty days' journey 
from New York, was a drawback to his happiness in her mar- 
riage. But, during these happy years, Theodosia's visits to 
tiie home ol'her childhood were frequent and long. And who 
BO much caressed as the beautiful yuung matron from South 
Cai-olina, the daughter of the Vice-President ? Siie led the 
society of two Stiites^ and was worthy to lead it. It is not 
diflieult to discover that slie preferred lier northern liomu. 
She dt'clared lliat the society of New York was so superior in 
(hat of the South, tliat a woman must be a f<)ol who denied it. 
Even our sceiieiy was incomparably finer, she thought. One 
who only knows the outskirts of New York, as they now ap- 
|>oai', tunneled, excavated, sliautied, and cveiy way disfigured 
by the advauce-g'iaid of lUo maiching metropolis, can not 
r«Qogiiize Theodosia's dcsuriptiou of the scene as it was in 
IfipS. Afler returning to her father's town-house one day, 
from a visit to Richmond Hill, which excursion she called " a 
ride into the country," she wrote to her husband thus: "Never 
did I behold this island so beautiful. The variety of vivid 
greens ; the finely- cult! voted fields and gaudy gardens ; the 
neat, cool air of the cits' boxes, peeping through straight rows 
of tall pnplai-s, and the elegance of some gentlemen's eeata, 
commanding a view of the -majestic Hudson, a)id the high, 
dark shores of New Jersey, altogether form a scene bo lively, 
BO touching, and to me now so new, that I was in constant 
rapture." 

In dufi time her boy, her ouly child, was born, whom she 
named after her father. Henceforth this boy, next to Theo- 
4oHia, was th« deaiest object on earth to Aaiou Burr. Surely, 
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oercr wai (>nndduld to lored u Uiii ^nnddulil was by Inn. 
He wm nf^cr wnry o( its ooinpwir. lie coold never heu 
eaoogfi of its wara aii'l wordi. TbeodcvM tilled whoje le<tet4 
witli nnmlivtcol'tiic buj-'s soull expknU and quaint lajria^; 
and ber fiitbcr troald snsver : " Ymi are a dmr, good little 
girl to write me eo, and o{ dear little Gampy, too, so modi ; 
l/el nevtr atough, God blew thee." Gampy waa the clulit^ 
modeof proiM>iindtig Grandpa, aod Barr never called him hy 
may other naiuc, nnlcm it was Gampiilus, Gampilto, Gam[s or 
■Oine other variation of tho same word. How proud tlicjr aQ 
were of ibc cliild's raba«t beaatr and his <]uick intelligenoe, 
md, what the grandfatlicr valued above all virtues, his conr- 
age. One scene of liis early yeara gave Burr ieeicpresaible de- 
light to witncitK, and, in after times, to describe. The boy waa 
playing itlone in a field, with a stick in his hand, as tall as him- 
ttif, while his parents and grand&ther were liKiking on from a 
distance. Suddenly, a goat that was grazing near the child 
began to make hostile demonstrations, lowering his head uid 
ridding np to the boy, in the way usual with irate goats before 
making an assault. The boy was evidently frightened. Still, 
be faced the enemy. The goat advanced close to him, when, 
jnst ns tho aninial was about to open an attack, little Gamp 
lifted his Mtick with o mighty effort, and brought it down 
whack upon tho gont's head, which so astonished the beast 
that he ran away. Tlie child was only in his third or fourth 
year when this occurred. Words can not express the rapture 
with which the grandfather saw the boy's gallantry. From 
that hour ho boro him in his heart of hearts, and loved all the 
children in iho world better for this one's sake. 

To add to his good fortune, his pecuniary prospects bright- 
ened, on hit> nucession to office. New York was theu a city 
of 6S,ilOO inhabitants, and was advancing with great rapidity. 
Theodosia herself r«raarka, in one of her letters, that " in ten 
Df twenty years, a nundred and thirty acres of land on New 
^ork Island will become a principality," Colonel Burr owned 
a large tract of land about Richmond Hill. His grounds ex- 
tended to the North River, and, nearer the city, there was a 
f)i«ae of water upon his estate which elderly iuhabitauU may gtUI 
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remember as the favoiile sVating-plaee of their boyhood. It 
_ was called " Burr's Pond" years after it ceased to bo his, down 
Leven to the lime when it was filled iii, and built over. The 
Lprogrcss of tlic city raiaod the value of all the Innd on the 
Wand, and paiticuhiily of that which, like Richmond Ilill, lay 
teithin half-an-h out's ride of llit; oity. About this time, Colonel 
ivas imich occii|iicd with negotiating with Mr. John 
EA'aeob Astor foi- the sale of pari of hi* Rit:limond Ilill esta'-e. 
r.'At length, Mr. A>'toi' bought nil but the mansion and a few 
around i;, for the sum of one hmidrod and foi-ty thousand 
FfiollnrB. The b^irgain, for some reason, was afterward oan- 
t«eled. But, Hnnllj', the salo was ooniploted, mid Colonel Burr 
, for the time, delivered from his pcuuuiary cmbarrnss- 
tmeiita. He even had thoughts of buying another estnlc fiir- 
^■Iher up the island. It is evident tliat his style of bving was 
ich as was then Rupposed to become an elevated station. 
■"Half a dozen horses, a town-house and country- bouse, a nu- 
merous retinue of servants, and a French cook, were among 
the sumptuosities of his cstabiisbment, Jerome Bonaparte, 
then on the eve of his maniagc with Miss Patterson, was en- 
tertained at dinner and at brealifast by the Vice-President, 
I'Wbo invited largo companies to meet tbo future monarch, in 
T.vhoso antc-chambei-s Burr was, one day, to kick his hcela, a 
Emppliant for an audience. 

Richmond Hill was without a mistress. In these fortunate 
jeara it was that Colonel Buit paid his court to one of tbo 
loveliest of Philadelphia's ever lovely belles, and bad the nar- 
rowest escape from a second marriage. 

They met, 'twas in a crowd ; and each was smitten with 
the other's pleasant qualities. Again, ho saw ber at her lather's 
table, where bis attentions were equally pointed and welcome. 
ItA Cile-d-iele, which he sought was interrupted by the entrance 
f teph'e, but her manner seemed to beckon him on. He was 
almost in love. Summoning bcr father to his apartments bv 
oote, and the old gentleman appeai'ing within the houi', tbo 
enamored one came to the point with a promptness and self 
Mssession impossible in a lover under forty. 
"Is Celeste engaged?" 
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fl not." 

"Would it be agrocable to hev parents if Colonel BiW» 
Iioiild make ovpitiires for licr Imnd ?" 

" It would l>e nutat rit,n'oeal>le." 

Tlio Indy liad jrono lo spend some days e\x miles itito tho 
lonntiy, nnd tliithor lief lover lides tlie next morning;, wiufa 
Bn eiigor, but composed mind. Celeste enters tlio drawing 
room, tlioiigli lie bad not nsked especially for her. Convei-sa- 
tion ensues. Slie is all wit nnd g.iyety ; moi-e charming ihati 
ever, the lover thinks. Ho tries to turn the convoi-sation to 
tho subjeet nearest his heart ; but she, with the good-humored 
gmccfid malke of lovely womnn, defeats his endeavoi-s, aild 
oo at last, quite captivated, he takes his leave. 

The Bsmo hour on tho following morning finds him, onco 
more, tited-tite with the bcantiful Cel<^stc. Conversation 
again. But, tliis time, the great question was put. To tho 
surprise of this renowned lai1y- killer. Celeste replies that sHfl 
la firmly resolved never to marry ! 

"I am very eoriy to hear it, madam ; I bad promised my; 
Klf great happiness, but can not blame your delennination;" 

8lie replied ; " No ; certainly, sii\ you can not ; for I racol- 
leot to have heard you express euqirise that any woman should 
maiTy, nnd yon gnvo such reasons, and ivitli so much elo- 
quence, as made an indelible impression on my mind. 

The disappointed swain received' the rebuff with pci'feot 
COnrtCBy and good humor. They parted the best friendsi 

" Have you any commands lo town, madam 1 I wish you 
a good morning," 

TstM days passed: Then, a note from Celeste surprised the 
Rejected, inlbrming him that she was in town for a few Itour^ 
nnd would be glad to see him. He was puKnlcd, nnd hastened 
t« hor for a solution. The interview lasted two houiN, in the 
eoni'se of which the tender subject ^vas daintily tonuhcd, but 
the lover forbore to ivnew his sitit; and tliu uonvei-sation 
ended without result. Mext day, another note fmni ttie Iftdy, 
Bent in from- the oounli-y, expressing " an unnllerable det^miU 
.■ation never again to listen to his suit, and requesting- that 
the subject might never bo renewed." Late in tho evening 
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pt ilio sniiio il.ty, on rctiiining to hid lodgin<^ Ihe Vice-Piosi 
dunl IpHrnail lliat a boy liad been tlircn lirocs tlint afternoon 
to dvlit'ur a raesango to lain, but had rel'iiscd to say from 
wliom il came. At last Colonel Uiin-'a servant hud traced the 
boy to the town i'csidi.-iice of Celeste. Eni'ly next morning Uw 
message camu; Celesto requested an iiitervieiv. Pust-hartO 
Ihe Vive-I 'resilient hied to the preHennc of his bcli<ve<l. lie 
fonnd her cngngoil nith a vJeitei', but observed that aho wait 
i^itaiod upon his enli'anee, nnd impatient for thi< departure 
of her giiust. At length they wei'e aloni?, and ho waited fur 
hei- to siiito lior rcnsoiis for desiring to see hitn. With eji- 
treme embarrnssinent, she stammered out, aller several raini 
atteinptB to spwik, that she feared iier note iiad not been 
couched in terms suftieiently polite, and she had therefore 
wished for an opportunity to npologint. She couM utter no 
more. He, expecting no such mattei', stared in dumb oston- 
iahtnenl, xith an absurd halfgrin upon Ids counteiianue. As 
die sat deeply engaged in tearing to piooes some roses, and< 
lie ill pinching new coi-nei« iu the rim of his hat, she nil 
blushes and confusion, he confounded and speechless tlie pair, 
he afterward thought, woidd have made a capital subject for 
a painter. Ho was tJio first to recover jiowcr to itrtioulate. 
Denying roundly that the fatal note was any thing but polite 
and proper, he oiTercd to return it, pi'oposcd that it should be 
considered canceled, and begged to be allowed lo call tlie 
next morning, and renew his suit. To this Mie objected, 
but faintly. Waiving his request for a formal permission, 
he changed the snbject, and, after an hom-'s not unpleasant 
conversniion, took his leax'e. 

He no^v confessed to Tlieodosia, to whom the affuir had 
been circumstantially related, fi'om day to day, lliat he was 
in the condition of a certain country judge before whom a 
oBiisc had been loo ingeniously argued by the lawyers. " Gen- 
tlemen of the jury," said the judge, ^ yon mustgetalongivitl> 
this cause as wuU as yon cau ; for my part, I'm sivnmped." 
But the sapient Thcodusia was not puzsled in the least. " She 
meant," wrote Theo., "from the beginning to say that an-fii| 
word, yiuy but not choouiig lo say it immediately, she to!d 
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yon that you had furnished hor with arguments against nialri- 
mony, which in French means, Plcaite, sir, to persuade mo out 
of them ngain. But you took it as » plump refiinal, and walked 
■jft She called you back. What more conid she do P I 
ivonid linvc seen you to Japan before I should have done so 
much," 

However, the offer of marriage was never renewed. The 
lover was probably himself undecided as to the deaii'ablenesa 
of lliemateh. But between him and, Celeste tliere waaahv-aya 
a tender friendship, and for many months it seemed likely 
enough thai at some unexpected moment the conclusive word 
wonid be spoken. 

To complete his good fortune, ho began his official life a 
very popular man. He was popular with hia party foi- ^ving 
it victory.' He was admired by vast numbers of liouorable 
men, because be had disdained to seek his own elevation by 
defeating the will of a majority of his countrymen. Tha 
ecl&t of office wns added to his reputation as a sohlier and as 
a politician ; and he, of all men, seemed to be the one most 
likely Boon to have at his disposal the favors which a Pi'esident 
can confer. There chanced to be in 1801, bolbro the Vice. 
President bad yet presided over the Seunte, a convention in 
the State of New York to make certain amendments to the 
Oonstitulion. Upon the meeting of llje convenltan the Vicft' 
President was made chairman by a unanimous vote. 

Up to this time, Aaron Burr had known little but good for- 
tune. He had been a successful soldier, a more succossAil 
lawyer, a most successful politician. Fortunate and happy in 
hia domcsliu relations, he was strengthened now by the nllinnce 
of hia daughter with an ancient and wealthy family. His own 
estate was ample and improving. His rival and enemy was 
distanced. Still in the very piime of his days, there ivaa bnl 
one more honcrablo distinction for him to gain, and that 
seemed almost within his grasp. High in the esteem of bis 
own party, he enjoyed also Iho general rsfpeot of the Fede- 
ralists, as being a more moderate partisan than other leading 
Republicans. 

Such was the position of Aaron Bnrr in the ye.-vr 1801. 
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BcT Fortune was now tired of befriending this man. His 
pORition waa imposing, bnt faollow. As a politician, ho never 
had any real basis; each aa great ide.ia, strong convictions, 
important oiiginal measures, a grand policy; noi- were his pe- 
culiar gills of a nature to charm the multitude. 

Aaron Btirr should never have touched politics. Ue had no 
business with politics. Having made up his mind at old Dr. 
BelUmy'8, th.il Honor was the god for a gentleman, and that 
Chesterfii'ld was one of hi« prophets, he should have been con- 
tent to practice law, get a fortune, shine in society, make the 
tour of Europe, patronise the line arts, give elegant dinners ; 
and so hnve been the inane and aimlesn individual that the 
rich American, since the Revolution, has nsimlly plumed him- 
self npon being. Or, he should have emigrated to France. 
In soldiers. Frenchmen, and children, ambition is a nearly in- 
evitable incentive to exertion, and therefore pardonable. Bnl 
lor the citizen of n free State to seek or accept high public 
office for any smallei- object than the public good, is not 
pardonable, but pitiable. The fatal day in the life of Aaron 
Burr was not on which lie and his amiable foe both fell on the 
field of honor, never to rise, but on that on which he resolved, 
for party and personal reasons chiefly, to turn politician. 
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Accnrscd be Politics for ever ! The raaSlstrom that has 
drawn in and engulfed so many able and worthy men. What 
talent it absorbs that is so needed elsewhere! How many 
air reputations it has blasted ! What toil, what ingenuity, 
what wealth, what lives have been wasted upon it ! How 
lean are political methods and expedients, and how absurdly 
lisproportioned are political triumphs to their cost ! Politics 
can never be reformed. To abolish politics altogether is perhaps 
the atonement America is going, one day, to make to an out- 
raged world, for sinking to the deepest deep, and wallowing 
in the filthiest filth of political turpitude. 

Colonel Burr was now in several people's way, and meas- 
nres were to be adopted to get him out of the way. 

While a party is in opposition, any body who can help is 
welcome, and, if possible, rewarded. But when that party 
gets into power, and has all the great prizes to bestow ; when 
a party nomination is equivalent to election ; and when, above 
all, no man's help is felt to be necessary ; the claims of the 
leading partizans are apt to be more closely scrutinized, and 
the force hitherto expended in securing triumph for the party, 
is devoted to gaining supremacy for the clique! 

Colonel Burr was not the man that Thomas Jefferson and 
the Virginia politicians wanted to bo the next democratic 
President. James Madison, then Secretary of State, and a 
man of immense f-miily interest in Virginia, was the predes- 
tined candidate of the southern Republicans. Madison was 
JeiFerson's neighbor, friend, an 1 disciple. In New York, the 
Republican party, composed of three factions — Clintons, Liv- 
ingstons, and Burrites — had been kept together by Colonel 
Burr's masterly management while there was a Federal party 
to be vanqtiished ; but now that the victory was won, the ele- 
ments of discord so long latent, burst into vigorous life. The 
Republican party of the State of New York was a unit no 
longer. Each of the three factions was jealous of the others, 
and aspired to sway the ])arty. But, for the present, the Clin 
tons and the Livingstons were disposed to unite their forces 
for the purpose of destroying Burr and his band of followers. 
Thus against our hero and his " myrmidons," three groat pow- 
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iT8 were soun to be secretly or openly leagued ; namely, fiist, 
llie Virginia pr-Hticians, one of whom wielded the patror.aga 
of the Federal government ; secondly, the Clintons, one of 
whom was Governor of the State of New York, while yotfng 
Di' Witt Clinton was a member of the United States Senate ; 
and, lastly, the numerous and wealthy family of the Living- 
stons. Each of these had darling objects, to the attainment 
of which Colonel Burr's present commanding position and 
peculiar powers were the chief obstacle. 

Down vsUh the inUrhiptr, was now the whisper that circu- 
lated among the magnates of the party, both at Washington 
and at Albany 

In the distribution of the "spoils" of victory, many import- 
ant friends of Colonel Burr were passed by, while the mem- 
bers and adherents of the two great families were loaded with 
lavor. Edward Livingston was appointed mayor of the city. 
Chancellor Livingston went embassador to France. Brockholst 
Livingston and Smith Thompson, whose wife was a Living- 
aton, were elevated to the lienoh of the State Supreme Court. 
Morgan Lewis, Dr. Tillotson, and General Armstrong, all con- 
nected by !uarriage with the same family, were well provided 
for. George Clinton was governor, De Witt Clinton was in 
the Senate, A large proportion of the minor oiLy offices were 
given to Clintonians. The Fedciul offices, too, were bestowed 
in accordance with the same general plan of excluding the 
friends of Burr. Soon, Colonel Burr and John Swailwout, 
through Clintonian influence, lost their seats, after a hotly-oon- 
tciftcd election, as directors of the Manhattan Bank ; and the 
influence and power of that institution wcire used against the 
man to whom it owed Us existence. 

It soon became apparent that the Ameriaan Cilizen, tho 
organ of the Republican party in the city, owned by a cousin 
of De Witt Clinton's, waa conducted wholly in the inters si of 
that polilieian. It was edited by a scurrilous dog of an En- 
glishman, named Cheelham, who began life as a halter, and 
who knew as much of American politics as De Witt Clinton 
chose to tell him. This Cheetham fancied he had a talent for 
•uvectivc, and, nothing pleased him belter than to make a 
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set-attack on some public character, in what he suppoHed to 
be the manner of Junian. Hamilton, too, had an organ, the 
netvly-eatablislied Eeeninff I'osl, edited by William C:ileman, 
a Uwyer, a good writer, and a gentleman. 

In tlie;Hi circumstancoa, the friends of Burr, in the anmmoi 
of 1802, assisted to establish the Morning ChvonicU, which 
supported the administration, but was especially fiiendly to the 
Vice-Pi-esident, This Morning Chronicle ceased, long ago, tc 
exist, but its name, through a happy accident, will be remem- 
bered for many generations to come. It was edited by Dr. 
Peter Irving, and, in its columns, a yonnger brother of the 
editor, WASHixaTOX IsviNa, Urst appeared .is a writer for the 
public. Mr. Irving was a youth of nineteen when Colonel 
Burr used to cut out his Jonnlhan Oldstyte essays from the 
Chronicle, and inclose them to his letters to Theodosia, with 
the remark that ihey were very good for so young & man. 
He was fortunate in having such a contributor. But Burr 
needed a fighting newspaper. Dr. Irving, in contending with 
such a fellow as Cheetham, labored under the crushing disad- 
vantage of being a gentleman and a scholar. 

Thus the weapons of warfare were prepared. Colonel Burr 
soon gave dog Clieelham an opportunity to howl the alarm. 

On his way to the seat of government, in the autumn of 
1801, to take his seat in the chair of the Senate, the Vice- 
President received from eertiun citizens of Baltimore one of 
those adulatory addresses of which Mr. Adams was so fond, 
and which it had been a specialty of the Republican party to 
denounce and ridioule. To this address Colonel Burr r^ 
sponded thus; "Time will not allow me to return a written 
answer, but I must be permitted to state my disapprobation 
of the mode of expressing public sentiment by addresses." 
This answer was in the strictest accordance with the Repnb- 
lican feeling of the time. But it was needlessly abrupt, and 
gave offense to many. It savored of Federal haughtiness, 
thongbt some, and was unbecoming a public servant. But 
this was a trifle. 

The great measure of the session was the repeal of a judi 
ciary bill, which passed at the close of the last Congress, bj 
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wLich the nuubei- of Federal judges was increased by twenty- 
three, Tliis bill had been passed by a party vote, the Re- 
publicans ^'oing against it in a body. But what made it 
inexpressibly odious to the new administration, and to the 
Itepablican party, was the indecent haste with which Mr. 
Adams, in the very last hour of his presidency, had appointed 
the new judges. These were the "midnight appointments" 
of which Mr. Jefferson so wrathfully spoke in a letter pre- 
viously quoted, and which were the more offensive as the 
judges were appointed for life. What President, what pai-ty, 
coald sec, without disgust, twenty-three keenly-coveted life- 
judgeships, stolen, as il were, from the hard-wou "spoils" of 
victory ? Twenty-three such offices, skillfully bestowed, were 
a reserve of political capital that would suffice, aloue, to turn 
the scale in a close contest, whether in caucus or at the polls. 
Enough. The party was resolved on repealing the bill, and 
thus annihilating the judgeships which it created. This was 
done, but only afler a long period of exciting and acnmonious 
debate, during which the Vice-President, by the utter impar- 
tiality of his conduct, gave offense to both parties. 

The Senate was nearly lied on the question, and thus it 
happened that at a certmn stage of the bill the Vice-President 
had to give a casting vote. On a motion to refer the bill to a 
committee for amendment, the vote was fourteen to fourteen, 
the Federalists favoring the reference. The Vice-President 

"tam for the affirmative, because I never can resist the 
reference of a measure where the Senate is so nicely balanced, 
and when the object is to effect amendment that may accom- 
modate it to the opinions of a largo majority, and particularly 
when I can believe that gentlemen are sincere in wishing a 
reference for this pnrpose. Should it, however, at any timo 
appear that delay only is intended, my conduct will be diSer- 



This vole produced a "sensation." The ultra Republicani 
condemned it, of course ; and Cheetham made it the object 
of vituperatii. n. The ultra Federalists rejoiced over it. Mod 
■rate men of all parties saw in it the dmple discharge of an 
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ebriotu duly. As it h^pene^, hoirerer, the rots had no r^ 
Mha, for the arrival of a Senator, a dajr or t<ro after, ratorad 
the lUpnblwao myimtjr, ami the bSl was taken oat of eom- 
niti«e bnhw'ah. 

At other Btage« of the hill, the Tke-Presidcnffi eonne wva 
•ererely iftsappointing to ibe Fe<d«raluU. On this piHnt wo 
have the unequaled authority of Godfenear Morris, who, as 
a Federal Senator, fought for the preserration of the judge- 
ship* with ail the energy of honest and diaioterested convio- 
tion. He b«li«ved the nalion would be disgrated bj depriv- 
iog meo of office* which the CoDstitiition gave them for life, 
and which they had accepted on that coodition. Goavenev 
Homn, when all was over, wrote thus to hia friend, Chanc«ltor 
laviogstoD : " There was a moment when the Viee-Preadeut 
migbt have arrested the measure by his vote, and that vot« 
would, I believe, have made bim President at the next eJeo- 
Uon ; but 'there is a tide in tiie afiatrs of men,' which be anP 
fered to go by," 

This reserve of power on the part of Colonel Burr waa the 
more creditable to bim from the lact that be was rather o|>- 
posed to the repeal than otherwise. It ia evident IVom his 
correspondence at the lime, that he made the legality of the 
repeal a spe<nal subject of investigation, and, according to his 
WOQt, of consultation with the eminent lawyers of his ao- 
quaintance. To Barnabas Bidwell, he writes: "The power 
thus to deprive judges of their offices and salaries must be ad- 
mitted ; but whether it would be conttUfitionaUy moral, if I 
may use the expression, and, if so, whether it would be [lotilie 
and expedient, are questions on which I could wish to be 
further advised. Your opinion on these points would be pai- 
Ucularly acceptable," 

To his Bon4n-law he expresses the same doubts, and adds 
" Bead the Constitution, and having informed yourself of the 
out-of door talk, write me how you view the thing." Mr, A. 
J. Dallas of Pennsylvania, a aealous and able Democrat, gave 
the Vice-President a decided opinion against the repeal of Ui« 
bill, and in lavor of amending it. JeSerson, it appears, took 
about the same view of the repeal as Burr, and, as the Vwe> 
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l*re»iilont forboro lo defeat it by liU casting vote, the Presi 
jcnt rel'i-ainod from killing it by his veto. 

Before Cheetham hud done ringing the changes on the 
Vioe-Presi dent's alleged inconsistoncy on the judiciary bill, 
Colonel Burr gave Ijim anotlier subjcut upon wldcli lo eKurcise 
his talotils, 

A certain John Wood, of New York, toward the close of 
the year 180), sent to press a voluminous pamphlet, entitled, 
" A Uistory of the Administration of John Adams." Stupid- 
ity, Ignorance, and Falsehood combined their several powers 
in the production of this indigested ma.t* of tedious lies. It 
was a sort of " campaign life" reversed ; ihtit is, instead of 
being all puff, it was all slander or misrepresentation. One 
sentence from this precious work will euHice to give the veader 
an idea of its character, and of the good it was likely to do to 
the Republican cause. After berating John Adams for many 
a weary page, Mr. Wood proceeded to inquire why it wm 
that Coimeclicut should have been so persislunt and unaui 
mons in support of such a raadmnn. Tiiis, he says, naturallj 
excites our wonder and astonishment. "But the surprise ol 
the reader will vanish when he is informed that in no part of 
the world the bigotry of priesthood reigns so triumphant, and 
that the dark shades of superstition nowhere cloud the un- 
derstanding of man in such a degree, aa among the unhappy 
natives of Connecticut." 

The volume contained labored eulogies of Jefferson and 
Burr. The puff of the Vice-President concluded with iheoe 
words; "It is impossible to draw a character of Colonel Burr 
in more applicable and cxprcssivo terms than Governor Liv 
ingston has done of hia father: 'Though a person of a slender 
and delicate make, to encounter fatigue he has a heart of steel; 
and for the dispatch of business, tike most amaaing talent* 
joined to a constancy of mind that insures success in spite of 
every obstacle. As long as an enterprise appears not absO' 
lutely impossible, he knows no discouragement, but, in pro 
portion to its difficulty, augments his diligence ; and by an in 
superablo fortitude, fiequenlly accomplishes what bis friendf 
and acquwnlancea conceived iilterly impractioable.' " 
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Colonel Burr read tbis work in the elieeia. He saw nt ona 
giniice lliat iU jiublication would do the Republican part} 
harm instead of good ; pai'ticularly in New England, where 
^« was most of all soliiuUius to gain adhevenU, He began, 
by this tinto, to '.mderstand that his tlitiire, as a politit-ian, 
ilfpyndtd upon the Repuhlican parly's gaining suuh an in- 
jreiise of glreuglh in New England as to counterbalance tlie 
inidue inllueuoe of Virginia. With hit* usual promptness, but 
not with hia usual completeoess of snoceas, he attempted to 
Huppresa the book. Twelve liuudied and fifty copies had been 
priutcd. He agreed with author and publisher to pay a aer- 
tain sum, on condition that the whole edition should be 
buiTied and the secret kept. Before the bargain was consum- 
raated, however, it waa ascertained that information of the ae- 
gutiatioa had been given to Duane, of the Philadelphia Au- 
rora, and to cur Cbeethain, of the New York Citizen, and that 
certain copies had been handed about. As one of the pub- 
lishers of the hook had been tutor in General Hamilton's fam- 
ily, it may be thai in this affair Hamilton I'epaid Burr, in kind, 
for his maneuvers in 1800.* Be that as it may, Burr refusud 
to pay for the edition, and let tlie matter take its course. 

Cheethain, first by hints and innuendoes, then by broad and 
reiterated assertion, assailed the Vice-President, mdntainiog 
that he had attempted to suppress the book Jbr the sake of 
shielding hia newjriends, the Federaliats, from the just odium 
which its general circulation would have excited. Here waa 
another pi-oof, said Cheelham, if other proof were needed, of 
the faithlessness of the Vice-President to his i>arty, etc., etc 
Duane, of the more decent jluroro, joined at last in the cry, 
thoagh, at the time, he had approved of'the suppression, as a 
letter of his to Colonel Burr still shows. His letter, dated 
Apnl 15, says it was fortunate Wood's pamphlet had not ap- 
peared, and it would be still more fortunate if it should never 
appear. His paper of July 12th expresses the opinion that if 
the motives for the suppression of the book were not !<atisfac- 
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Lorily explained to the publiu, Colonel Burr's standing with 
the Itopiibliciui iutercst was gone, 

No explanation at all wna vouulisafed to a credulous public. 
Burr was caielesa of public opinion to a remarkable dL'giee, 
nnd ho was full of that pride, bo common in his day, which 
ilisdnins to notice newspaper oommeut, or any other foim of^ 
popular clanioi'. One of the maxima which he used to recom- 
mend to his pi'oteges was, never to apologize for or explain 
away a public action which might be disapproved, but let its 
results speak. Once, after reproving Iiis . daugl)ter for some 
alight neglect, he adds, "No apologies or explanations — I 
hate them." Alhiding to one of Cheetham's lies, he wrote to 
Theodosia : " They are so utterly lost on me that I should 
never have seen even this, but that it came inclosed to mo in 
a letter from New York." In another letter he speaks of 
"some new and amusing libels against the Vice-President," 
which he had thought of sending her. This is, doubtless, the 
right temper for a man who hasnotiivors to ask of the public; 
but to one whose career in life absolutely depunds upon the 
multitude's sweet voices, it will ceriainly, sooner or later 
prove fatal. Besides, it was only this summer that Dr. Irving 
had got his Morning Ckronlcle fairly under way, and by that 
lime Cliectham's calumnies had struck in past eradication. 

But these were only preliminary ecandab. The main at- 
tack was to come. Before proceeding to that, however, let 
us see what new gorgons the Vice-President's conduct wan 
conjuring up in the mor bid mind of Hamilton. 

The celebration of \Vi«*hinglon'a birth-day was then more a 
party than a national custom, and one which the Federalists 
ware not likely to neglect in the first year of a Republican 
adtninisti'ation. The usual banquet was held at Washington. 
A few days after, the rumor circulated in New York that the 
Vice-President had actually been present at that fi-stival, and 
given a toast. " We are told here," wrote Hamilton to Bay< 
ard, " that at the close of your birth-day feast, a strange ap- 
paritioitt which was taken for the Vice-President, appeared 
among you. and toasted 'the union of all honest men.' I 
itlen licar nt the corner of the streets important Federal se- 
ll 
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creis of which I am ignorant, TliU may be one. If iho 
story is true, 'tia a good thing if we uso it well. As an u> 
ttntmettty the person will be an auxiliary of $ome value ; as a 
chief, he wilt disgrace and destroy the party. I stisptict, hov- 
ever, the folly of ifie mass will make him the latter, and from 
the moment it shall appear that thiv is the plan, it may be de- 
pended upon, mni;h more will be lost than gained. I know 
of no important (!lmrauter who has a Ikss Joundtd interest than 
the man in question. His talents may do well enough for ■ 
particular plot, but ihey are ill-suited for a great and wise 
drama. But what has wisdom to do with went men ?" 

That remark about Bnrr'a tnleiiU bting belter adapted to a 
particular plot, than to a "great and wise drama," iiionoof thu 
iriiesl ever made by Hamilton of his antagonist. 

To Gonveneur Morris, Uamilton writes in a similar itrui]. 
Ho fears that some neui intrigue is hatching lietneen Burr and 
the Federalists. If not, what meant tlie " apparition ?" He 
adds, that if Burr should form a third party, " we may think 
It worth while /o purckoK him with his flying aquatlyonM,*- 
Hamilton's main idea was : Lei ua use Burr as a means of oia 
elevation, not let him u^e «s as a means of his oivn. 

It was ag.iin the sensible Mr. Bayard's privilege to allay 
Hamilton's apprehemuons. In reply to the Inller's "appari- 
tion" letter, he wrote as follows: "The sppri^beiiNiong you 
appear to entert.iin of the effect of the intrigues of a cerliiia 
person, if you will take my word for it, are wholly without 
ground. In fiict, little has been attempted mid nothing ae- 
complished. I answer only for the timo present, becjiuse I 
beliere the gentleman is waiting to see the result of th« nev 
state of things raoro com|)letely developed before ho decidea 
upon the course lie will purRue. The apparition in the qfier 
piece was not nnexpeeted, but the toast was. 

"An intiraalion was given that, if he was eenslble of uo 
trapropviety in being our guest upon the occasion, his com* 
pany would be very acceptable; our calculation was that ho 
had less chance of gaining than losing by accepting the invi 
taiion. We knew the impression which tlie eotncitience o/rir- 
eunutances wculd make on a certain great peraonaffe, bow 
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readily ihat impression would be cominimicated to the proud 
and aspiring lords of the ancient dominion, and we have not 
been mistakon as to the jcnlouay we expuuled it would CJcoIte 
through the iMirty. 

" Be a.<tHured, the apparition was much leaa frightful to those 
who saw it than to many who heard of the place where it ap- 
peared. Tlie toast waa indiecreet, and extremely well calou- 
laied lo answer our views. It will Dot be an easy task to Im- 
pose upon the Federalists hure, united and communicative as 
they are at present; and you may rely, that no eagerness to 
recover lost power will betray them into any doctrines or coni- 
promiaes repugnant or dangerous to their farmer pnociples. 
We shall probably pay more attention to public opinion than 
we have hitherto done, and take more pains not merely to do 
right things, but to do them in an acceptable manner," 

That such a pother should arise from a Vice-President of 
the United States attending a banquet in honor of George 
Washington, gives the modern reader an idea of the reality 
of the political differences of that day, which wo can the bet- 
ter understand from the fact, that such differences are again 
becoming real. Colonel Burr had a reason fur attending this 
banquet of a peisoiial kind. The Federal mernbei's of tha 
House who gave tlic banquet, and wbo invited the Vioe-Pres- 
ideut lo attend it, were the very men who, a year ago, had 
sat a week trying to make him President. Who was the in- 
trir/uer in this business. Bayard or Burr ? 

Hamilton's rejoinder to Bayard, is oue of the most oharac- 
teristio epistles be ever wrote. It b eminently amiable and 
absurd. He says that Bayard's ex]>latiation has allayed bin 
fear. He then proceeds to divulge an elaborate plan for bring 
ing the country back again to its former Federal prindples. 
We must change our tactics, he begins. We have relied 
too much upon the mere excellence of our measures. Men 
are reasoning, but not reasonable creatures. While we have 
appealed solely to the reason, our opponents have flattered the 
vanity of the people, aud the consequence is we are proatrste, 
ud they are triumphant. We mast be more politic, my dear 
tir, No'.hing wrong must be dune, of oourse ; but we most 
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meet art with art, and defeat tricic witli liick ; tlial is, aa far 
Hfl wd caa do so inncKiently. After a prologue of this iit»* 
cripiion, comes the play. lie suggestH ihe foriuatiou of a 
" Christian ConsttlulioDiU Society," with a preiudijiil and coun- 
cil of twelve ai Washington, a vice-president and sub-council 
of twelve in each State, and as many local brauohes as may be 
necessary. The object of this grand association was to be, 
ostensibly, first, tlio support of the Chi-istian religion ; sco- 
ondly, tliu support of the Constitution of the United Slates 
The r«(r^ object, of course, was to turn out the vulgar, odioua 
"Jacobins," aud r^se to power once more the virtuous and 
polite Federalists. This was to be done by diffusing infornia- 
(Jon, by getting good men elected to oSice, and by promotjiij; 
charitable iustitutiuna, particularly in cities. As a proof how- 
much the cities needed looking after, Uamillon revives iba 
story of the^o; which was said to have been formed, duiing 
the presidential suspense of ISOI, to seize and "cut off" the 
leading Feder^ista. 

This reads very mnch like imbecility. One would have 
supposed the Federalists had had enough of secret societies, 
in their early experiences with regard to ibe CincinnatL And 
bow Hamilton had denounced the American imitations of the 
French Jacobin clubs! Bayard set him right once more, by 
telling him decidedly that his Club scheme would not do. 
Let ua wait, said Bayard, and the enemy will soon show the 
country that we are the party to give it prosperity. 

The country, meanwhile, was obstinately prosperous, and 
nnreasonably peaceful, and madly conHUent of the ability and 
patriotism ol' the administration. But there was a gleam of 
hope for the Federalists still. In the summer of 1802, a rumor 
was fiying about among them that there was division in the 
enemy's camp ; the President and Vice-President had quar- 
reled I In June, Hamilton writes a doleful letter to Rufua 
King about affairs political, which thus concludes : 

"There is, however, a turcumstance which may accelerate 
the tall of the present party. There is certainly a most serioiu , 
(chism between the chief and his beir-apparent ; a schism 
absolutely incurable, because founded in the hearts of bitbiin 
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the rivalship of an insatiabte and unprincipkil ambition. Tha 
effects are already apparent, and are ripening into a more bit- 
ter animosity between the partizans of the two men than ever 
' existed between the Federalists and anti-Federalists. 

"Unluckily, we are not as neutral to this quarrel as we 
aught to be- Yon saw, however, how far onr friends In Con- 
gress went in polhiling themselves with the support of th« 
second personage fur the pi'csidenoy. The cabal did not ter- 
minate there. Scleral men, of no inconsiderable importance 
among ns, like the L-nterprislng and adventuroas character of 
this man, and hopo to soar with liim into power. Many more, 
Ihrougli hati'ed to the chief, and through an impatienoe to re- 
cover the reins, are linking themselves to the new chief almost 
without perceiving it, and profesung to have no other object 
than to make nsc of him ; while be knows that be is making 
ose of them. What this may end in, it is difficult to per- 
oeive." 

The truth about all this is now sufficiently apparent. The 
President and Vice-President were on about the same tomiB 
as before. Colonel Burr dined at the White House twice a 
month, and with the members of the cabinet about once a 
year. Between himself and Mr. Madison there was an ap- 
pearance of friendliness, and a growing reality of reserve. 
Tbeodosia and the beautiful Mrs. Madison seem to have been 
on terms of considerable intimacy. But Jefferson, partly for 
personal, chiefly for patriotic reasons, wished the Virginia 
]K)1iticians to continue the democratic rule. It was apparent 
to Burr that their political projects were incompatible, and he 
began to look, more and more, to the northern Stales for sup- 
port, knowing that notliing but the impossibility of carrying 
an election without him would secure him the support of the 
Virginians. The two chiefs were, therefore, at cross purposes, 
BO far as party management was concerned ; and there is no 
question that Jefferson now felt that repugnance to Burr 
which their uncongenial natures must, in almost any circum- 
atances, have generated, ^ut they never q uarreled . Down 
to Burr's last visit to Philadelphia, in 1608, he called on and 
dined with the President quite as usual. Burr, it must b« 



^18 LtPB OF AAROir hobb. 

remembered, conlil not be, like Sliuiiiion or Monroe, a Hatdltte 
IlJB aim was to be an.in'lepcudenl power in polliics. 

To retiini to Oiecthuin. CoDtinuing liie altack on Uia 
Vic«-Prcsiilenl, lie broiijj''^ ""t '•'* moat ilnmftging accuMtion, 
whii-li wad, tliat Coloniil Bnrr, during ihe lie period, had iii- 
l<-igncd for tletlornl votes, with tlie design to deCratid Jefli-r- 
Bon of thf pi'esidency. The charge was made with staggering 
posit iviiness, and dcs|>erate pertinacity. Tliis acandal was 
Cheethnra's master-piece, and the public mind, by liis previous 
efforts, though not convint*d, had become prepared to receive 
il, The better to tflect his purpose, be wrote a eeiies of 
"Nine Letters," in which he professed to give a history of 
Colonel Burr's politJi^al life, but every page of which showed 
the ninn*s ignorance of tho snbject npon which he was writing. 
These letters were afterward published in a pamphlet, which 
became, for awhile, the town-talk, and bad a considerable cir- 
culation at all the political centers. 

For the pui-pose of showing the caliber and style of 
Cheethnm, and his slight acquainUncc with the political his- 
tory of the times, I will copy a passage from his fifth epistle, 
which is in his very best Junius style. It contuns just that 
mixture of truth and falsehood which marks the productiona 
of nnscrupidons scnbes, who are hired to clothe with words 
the ideas of th«.>ir nissters. Cheetham was a boy of seventeen 
when Colonel Burr began his political life. Hewns jiistof age 
when Burr went to the Senate, and was never in a jwsition to 
anvc any personal knowledge of interior politics. 

Thus Cheethnm, in his tiHh epistle: " Your activity," SEud 
this Junius Americanus, addressing the Vice-President, "was 
uniformly apportioned to your selfishness. You were never 
activo but when you Imd personal fevors to expect. At the 
election for governor, in 1792, after the Federalists refused to 
accept you as their candidate, you were not to be seen, and 
scarcely to be heard of. In 1795, when the Republicans made 
choice of Judge Yates in preference to yourself, you retired in 
dudgeon, and neither moved your lips nor lifted your pen in 
favor of his election. In 1796, you rendered no assistance to 
he Republicans at the election for Assembly-men. In 1797 
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fou ntariifoslcd some concern fur, and contributed your mile 
tu the Bitcoe^ otj the Itepublican ticket ; but let il be i-eTuem- 
heved tli;it you were that year a ditxlidate for tlie As§embly ! 
In 1798, the darkest period ihe Union lins seen since llie Rev- 
olution, joii neither appeared at the Republican mootings nor 
at the polls, you neither planned in the cnbiiiel nor auted iit 
ihe field. If yon werg then eloquent, it was the oloqiienee of 
the yrave. At thai portentous period, when the greatoBt ox- 
crliona were made nouesnary, you nianil'esteil none. In 1739 
you were stiil in your ehell; you were neither seen at the 
Ward assemblies nor on the election ground. Hut in 1800 
you were nil activity and Keai. Every ligament of your frame 
was brong;ht into action. You devoted nighl and day to the 
success of the Hopnblican ticket. You attended oil our meol^ 
ings, and harangued the assembled dlizena at most. You 
oven stood at the polls and challenged voters. All this was 
ndniii'cd, since, nithout looking at the motive, it was service* 
able. We give you full credit ibr your zeal and activity on 
the occasion, especially as it was the Jirat lime you exhibited 
either. But even here you were the s.irae roan. You wero 
peculiarly interesti^d in the success of the election. You 
knew that you nouid be a candidate for the Vice-Presiderioy, 
anil you, nitli ihe country at large, were of opinion that the 
success of the prcsidentitil election depended principally on 
our triumph in that uf our city. You had made nice calculi*- 
tions nn this subject, and very cleiuly foresaw the necessity 
for herculean exertions. Accordingly, you were all anima- 
tion. You were tiret at the meeting, first at the polls. While 
our citizens apphiudi'd your conduct, they were ignorant of 
your motives ; they knew little of your real character ; it had 
been carchiily cnvelitptd in mystery. Like llieire, they fondly 
im.tgined that your zeal and industry were the effect of pure 
and disinterested pntriotism. Ala.s ! sir, tliey knew you not. 

And so on, from the beginning to the end of the nine let 
lei-B. 

Chectham's miin charge may be divided into two counts; 
first, that Colonel Burr ntrigued for Federal votes ; secondly, 
thai he intrigued for Republican votes. Thau the first count. 
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no auciiflation made against a politician was ever eo slenderly 
supported by evidence, or reruted by evidence oo various, bo 
unequivocal, so lavishly supertlaoua in quantity. Id Uie 
conrae of the discussion w-hirh arose, every person wlio couia 
have been concerned in the alleged inlrigiie — Burr's intimate 
fiionda, the leading Fedei-alists, members of the House who 
held optional voles — denied in terms positive and unequiv- 
ocal, in the public press and over iheir own signatures, that 
they had cither taken part in, or had any knowledge ol', any 
intrigue or bargain between Colonel Barr and the Federalists, 
or between the friends "of Colonel Burr and the FederaliaiB, 
during the period referred to, or at any time preceding it, 

David A. Ogden was accused of having been an agent of 
the negotiation. In the Morning Chronicle of November 
25lh, 1802, Mr. Ogden said: "When about to retnrn from 
the city of Washington, two or three rocmbers of Congresb, 
of the Federal party, spoke to me about their views as to the 
election of Piesident, desiring ine to converse with Colonel 
Burr on the subject, and to ascertain whether he would enter 
into terms. On my return to New York I called on Colonel 
Burr, and communicated the above to him. He explicitly 
declined the explanation, and did neither propose nor agree 
to any terms. I hod no other interview or communication 
with him on the subject ; and so little was I satisfied with thia, 
that in a letter which I soon afterward wrote to a member of 
Congress, and which was the only one I wrote, I dissuaded 
him from giving his support to Colonel Burr, and advised 
rather to acquiesce in the election of Mr. Jefferson, as the less 
dangerous man of the two," 

Edward Livingston, John Swartwout, William P. Van Ness 
Matthew L. Davis, and others, declared the innocence of Bun 
in language equally explicit. Hamilton himself publiolj 
avowed, in the Evening Post, that he had no personal 
knowledge of, or belief in, the existence of any negoiiatiunt 
between Colonel Burr and the members of the Federal party 

Mr, Bayard of Delaware, who had been in a j)oaition to 
know more of the tie affair than any other man, and who had 
finally given the election to Jefferson, re-stated all ihat had 
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oocunod ill the most minute and circiinistmitial r 
formal afllJavit. " I look pains," said Mr, Bayard, " to dis- 
close the state of things (in the Federal caucus) in such a 
manner tliat it might be known to the friends of Mr. Burr, 
and to those gentlemen who were believed to be most dis- 
posed to change their votes in his favor. I repeatedly stated 
to many gentlemen with whom I was acting, that it was a vjun 
thing to protract the election, as it had become manifest that 
Mr, Burr wonld not aasist us, and as we could do nothing 
wittiout his aid. I expected, under those circumstance^ if 
there was any latent engines at work in Mr. Burr's favor, the 
plan of operations would be disclosed to me ; but, although I 
had the power, and threatened to terminate the election, I had 
not even an intimation from any friend of Mr. Burr's that it 
would be desirable to them to protract it. I never did dis- 
cover that Mr. Burr used the least influence to promote the 
object wo had in \-iew. And being completely pei-suaded that 
Mr. Burr would not cooperate with us, I determined to end 
the contest by voting for Mr. Jefferson. • » * J have 
DO reason to believe, and never did think that he interfered, 
even to the point of personal influence, to obstruct the e!eo- 
tion of Mr. Jefferson or to promote his own." 

On another occasion, Mr. Bayard deposed : " Early in the 
election it w.ts reported that Mr. Edward Livingston, tlie 
representative of the city of New Torlf, was the confidential 
agent for Mr. Burr, and that Mr. Burr had committed him- 
self entirely to the discretion of Mr. Livingston, having agreed 
to adopt all his acts. I took an occasion to sound Mr. Living- 
ston on the subject, and intimated that, having it my powci 
to terminate the contest, I should do so, unless he could give 
me some assurance that we might calculate upon a change in 
the votes of some of the members of his party, Mr. Living- 
ston stated that he felt no great concern as to the event of the 
election, but he disclaimed any agency iVom Mr, Burr, or any 
connection with him on the subject, and any knowledge ot 
Mr. Burr's designing to ooflperate in support of his election." 

Thia volume would not contain the printed matter which 

Choetham's iiTOUsalion called forth. Mr, Van Ness wrote s 
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vigorous, nay a savage^ pamphlet in reply to Cheetham, which 
added fuel to the flames of passion, but, probably, eflectea 
little else. To argument, to solemn deposition, to circumstan^ 
lial affidavit, Oheetham's too effectual response was an endless 
reiteration oi the charge. For awhile. Colonel Burr main- 
tained his usual silence. Late in September, when the mean 
contest had been waging for several weeks, he was induced 
to write a brief denial in a letter to his friend, Governor 
Bloomfield of New Jersey. " You are at liberty," he said, 
^* to declare from me that all those charges and insinuations 
which aver or intimate that I advised or countenanced the 
opposition made to Mr. Jefferson pending the late election 
and balloting for President ; that I proposed or agreed to any 
terms with the Federal party ; that I assented to be held up 
in opposition to him, or attempted to withdraw from him the 
vote or support of any man, whether in or out of Congress ; 
that all such assertions and intimations are false and ground- 
less.** 

With regard to Cheetham's second count, namely, that Burr 
mtrigued for Republican votes, a few words must be added. 
It is equally unsupported by evidence. It is, I am convinced, 
equally false. General Smith, of Maryland, who was Burr's 
proxy in the House, declared in the JEcening Post^ \Vhile the 
controversy was in full tide : 

" Mr. Burr never visited me on the subject of the late elec- 
tion for President and Vice-President — Mr. Burr never con- 
versed with me a single second on the subject of that election, 
either before or since the event." 

That Burr himself was passive — tlvat he observed rigor- 
ously the morality and the etiquette of a situation novel and 
bewildering, is a fact which became apparent to me by read- 
ing the writings of his enemies, and will become apparent to 
any candid person who will take the same trouble. But it is 
true that John Swartwout, General Van Ness, and others of 
Burr's set, most ardently desired the elevation of their chief 
to the presidency. It is true that they believed he ought tc 
be elected, rather than have no President. It is true, as John 
Swartwout, with his usual frankness publicly avowed, that 
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they il.-]iight it wculd not have been in the least dlalionorable, 
if they had promoted and secured bis election. It is prolxdtly 
true, Uial, sfter aevernl fi-uitlcss ballolinga had spread abroad 
tliG iinprcBxian that Jefferson could not be elected, both 
Swarlwoiit and Van Nesa wrote letters to Republican mem- 
bers of the Honne, urging them to give up Jefferson and elect 
Burr. Of ihiu ihcy were bo far from being ashamed, that 
they gave pernilasion to all their correspond en La to publish 
any letters of theirs on public eubjeots, whiuli had been 
written during the time it was alleged the intrigue had 
occurred. 

Readers who have reached the prime of life, can look back 
10 the time when John Quincy Adams was elected President 
by ihe House ot Representatives, through the casting vote ot 
Henry Ctay, who was immediately appointed Secretary ol 
State by the new President. They can remember how, during 
the next four years, the opposition press rang with the charge 
of " bargain and corruption," That charge, mean, and ground- 
less as it was, turned one of the two men out of the presi- 
dency, and kepS out the other, through twetity years of such 
popularity as no other partisan has ever enjoyed with the eo- 
lightened portion of the American people. From that, wo ot 
this generation may form an idea of the effect which Cheet- 
ham^s accusation, taken up by other papers and ceaselessly re- 
peated, had upon the political fortunes of Aaron Bun-. He 
had not the wealthof popularity to draw upon which gathered 
round Henry Clay's magniticent form and generous, gallant 
heart; and if Clay's eleetrio name was not proof against base 
and baseless scandal, is it wonderful that the lu.vter of Burr's 
not untarnished fame should have been diminished by it be- 
yond remedy ? 

Bitter and deadly, beyond what the modem reader can 
imagine, were the political controversie.i of that period. The 
law of the pistol was in full force. In 1801, Hamilton's eidost 
BOD, ahigh-spiritcd youth of twenty, fell in a duel which arose 
from a poiilical dispute at the theater. " He was murdered in 
a duel," said Coleman, of the Eeening J*ost, who that very 
month had tiu'catened Cheetham with a challenge, and who 
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the next day spoke of " the msolent valgarity of that baae 
wretch."* 

The dael between John Swsrtwout and De Witt Clinton, 
irhicb occurred amid the heal and violence of 1802, was the 
most remarkable conflict of the kind which has ever occnrred, 
this flide of the Emerald Isle. Clinton was a Btronfr-headed 
Bad bitter- to ngued politician. Swarlwoat was a frank liearted, 
brave man, devoted to Burr with a disinterested enthusiasm, 
that stood all the tests to which friendship can ever be sub- 
jected. He saw with fUrious disgnst the efforts of Do Wilt 
Ciinton'a creatures to blacken Burr's reputation, and had bim- 
•elf experienced the effects of his hostility. Clinton hearing 
ihal Sn'Srtwout had accused him of oppo^ng Burr on grouaa. 
personal and selGsh, called him "a liai-, a scoundrel, and a vil* 
iain." This was reported to Swartwoul, and a duel was tbe 
renult. 

WhrJi occurred at the ground at Weehawken, was stated in 
llie newspapers of the day by Colonel Smith, Swartwout*8 
•eoond ; " The gentlemen took their stations — were each pre- 
■ented with a pistol, and, by order, faced to the right, and 
Gred, ineffectually. At the request of Mr. Riker, I asked Mr, 
Swartwout, * Are you satisfied, sir ?' He answered, ' I am not.' 
The pistols then being exchanged, and their positions resumed, 
by order, the gentlemen faced to the right, aod tired a second 
■hot, without effect. At the request of Mr. Riker, I aguo 
addressed Mr. Swartwout, ' Are you satisfied, sir ?' He an- 
■wered strongly in the negative, wo proceeded, and a third 
shot was exchanged, without injurj'. At the request of Mr. 
Riker, I again asked Mr. Swartwout, ' Are you satisfied, sirf* 
He answered, ' I am not — neither shall I he, until that apol- 
ogy is made which I have demanded. Until then we must 
proceed.' I then presented a paper to Mr. Riker, contuning 

* n* tbllowing epignua appaared in the EtienCiy Post, a Utils later i 
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tlie apology demanded, for Mr, Clinton's signature, observing, 
that we could not spend our time in conversation ; that tbia 
paper must be signed or proceed. Mr. Clinton declared he 
would not sign any paper on the subject — that he had no 
animosity against Mr, Swartwout — would willingly shako 
hands and agree to meet on the score of former friendship. 

" Mr. Swartwout insisting on bis signature to the apology, 
and Mr. Clinton declining, they stood at their posts and tired 
a fourth shot. Mr. Clinton's ball struck Mr. Swartwout'a left 
leg, about five inches below the knee ; — he stood ready and 
collected. At the request of Mr. Rlker, I again addressed 
Mr. Swartwout, 'Are you satisGcd, ui*?' He answered, thai 
'It was useless to repeat the question — my determination it 
fixed — and I beg we may proceed.' Mr. Clinton repealed 
thai he had no animosity against Mr. Swartwout — was sorry 
for what had passed — proposed to advance, shake hands, and 
bury the circumstance in oblivion. Duiing this conversation, 
Mr. Swartwout's surgeon, kneeling by his side, extracted the 
ball from the opposite side of his leg. Mr. Swartwout stand- 
ing erect on his post, and positively declining any thing short 
of an ample apology, they 6i'ed the (iflb shot, and Mr. Swart- 
wout received the ball in the left leg, about live inches aborg 
the ancle; still, however, standing steadily at his post, per- 
fectly composed. At the request of Mr. Riker, I again ad- 
dressed Mr. Swartwout, 'Are you satisfied, sir?' He fordWy 
answered, 'I am not, sir; proceed.' Mr. Clinton then qnil 
his station, declined the combat, and declared he would 6n 
no more. Mr. Swartwout declared himself surpiised, that 
Mr. Clinton would neither apologize nor give him the eatia&a 
tion required ; and addressing me, aaid, ' What shall I do, my 
friend ?' I answered, ' Mr Clinton declines making the apol 
ogy required — refuses taking his position — and positively 
declares he will 6ght no more ; and his second appearing to 
Dcquiesce in the disposition of his principal, there is nothing 
further left for you now, but to nave your wounds dret«ed.' 
The surgeons attended, dressed Mr. Swartwout's wounds, and 
the geutletnen in their respeclivA barges, retamed to tht 
■ty.» 
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An on dit of the dajr was, that Clinton Bud, during tbo prog- 
-eaa of the duel, " I wish I bad llie prindpai here," referring 
to Colonel Burr. 

The next year, De Witt Clinton was ohailengod by Senator 
'onathitn Dayton, of Xow Jersey, anoLherof Burr's inliinat«8, 
Int the affair was peacefully arranged. The year fullowing, 
R.>bcrt Swartwuut fought with Richard Riker, a zealous CUn- 
lonian, who had served as second to Clinton in his duel with 
John Swartwout. In this duel, Riker was severely wounded, 
but he recovered to stt for many years on the Recorder's 
bench in the city of New York. The same year, Coleman of 
the Evening Post, provoked beyond endurance by an at 
tack of surpassing malignancy in the Americait Citizen^ for* 
got liiniself so far as to challenge Cheetham. Bui the cnr 
could not be brought to bay. " Friends interfered," a traoe 
was patched up, and Cheetham agreed to behave better in 
future. 

Out of this afiair, however, another quarrel grew, which led 
to one of the most diabolical duels ever fought. Captun 
Thompson, harbor-master of New York, loudly espoused 
Gheelham's cause, and gave out that it wa3 Coleman, not 
Cheetham, that had showed the white feather. Coleman heard 
of it, and challenged him. The twilight of a winter's erening 
found the parties arrayed against each other in lonely "Lov&- 
lane," now called " T wen ty-firsl-st reel." It was cold, there 
was snow on the ground, and it was nearly dai'k. A shot or 
two ^^'as exchanged without efiect, and then the princpals 
were placed nearer together, that they might see one another 
better. At length Thompson was heard to cry, " I've got it," 
and fell headlong on the snow. Coleman and hia second hai^ 
ried away, while the surgeon raised the bleeding man, exam- 
ined his wound, and saw that it wa.s mortal. On learning his 
fate, Thompson, at the surgeon's suggestion, promised never 
lo divulge the names of the parties, and, with a heroism 
worthy of a better cause, he kept his word. " He was brought, 
mortally wounded, to hia sister's house in town : he was laid at 
the door, the bell was rung, the family came out, and found 
him bleeding and near his death, Ue refused to naiuf hia 



imagotiist, or give any account of tim nfinir, declaring that 
every thing nliich had been done was honoiably done, and 
desired that no altempt should be made to seek out or molest 
bis advoraary."* 

To such lengths car political fury dnve men of honor, edu- 
cation and liumanity. Let ua hasten past these deplorable 

Three years of Colonel Burr's Vice-Presidency paased in 
these contentions. They told upon his popularity. As lht> 
time for selecting candidates for the presidential campaign 
drew on, it became manifest that ho could not secure the un- 
divided support of the Republican pai'ty for a Bccood terra. 
His caieur vaa interrupted. He must pause a while. By 
some other, and longei-, and more circuitous path he must 
continne his ascent to that top-most, dazzling height, which 
has lured so many Ameiicaus to falseness of life and meanness 
of aim. The com-se which he pui-sued, in these oircnmstances, 
was precisely what fidelity to his parly would have dictated. 

Toward the close of January, 1804, ho requested a private 
interview with the President. On the designated evening, 
the two chiefs met, and had a long conversation. The ac- 
count which Mr. Jefferson lell of this intei'tiew is doubtless, 
in the main particulai-n, conect, but some of the minor cir- 
cumstances are evidently colored by his natural dislike of a 
man who, he thought, had been his rival without being his 
equal. No man can write quite fairly of one whom he hates, 
despises, or fcarti. 

Colonel Burr began the conversation by sketching his politi- 
cal career in New York, dwelUng particularly on the late cru- 
sade against him. He proceeded to say, among other things, 
that his attachment to Mr. Jefferson had been sincere, and 
th.it he had keenly enjoyed his company and conversation. 
His feelings had undergone no change, although " many little 
stories" had been carried to him, and, he supposed, to Mr. 
Jefferson also, which he despised. But attachment must be 
reciprocal or cease to exLst, and therefore he desired to know 
whether any change had taken place in the feelings of Mr 
* " Komioisceaoes of tlio Evening POiL" Bj W. C. BryBQi 
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Jefibiaon toward himself. " He reminded me," saj's Jcflci-soti, 
" of a letter written to him about the time of counting the 
votes, moniioning tliat his election had left a chasm in my ar- 
raiigemcnls ; tlint I had lost him from my list in the adminift- 
tralion, etc. He observed, he believed it would be for the 
interest of the Republican cause for him to retire ; that a 
disadvantageous schism would otherwise take place ; but that 
were he to retire, it would be said he shrunk from the publio 
sentence, which ho would never do; that his enemies were 
using my name to destroy hira, and something was necessary 
from me to prevent and deprive them of that weapon, some 
mark of favor from me which would declare to the world that 
he retired with my confidence." 

The President replied at great length. Waiving Burr's in- 
quiry respecting his personal feelings, he said, that, as he bad 
not interfered in the election of 1800, so he was resolved not 
lo influence the one which was then impending. He did not 
know who were to bo candidates, and never permitted any 
one to converse with him on the subject. With regard to the 
attacks which the press had made upon the Vice-Preuident, 
he had noticed them but as the passing wind. He bad seen 
complaints that Cheetbam, employed in publuihing the laws, 
should be permitted to eat the publio bread, and abuse its 
second officer. But the laws were published in some papers 
vhich abused the President continually, and, as he had never 
thought proper to interfere for himself, be had not deemed it 
his duty to do so in the ease of the Vice-President. 

" I now," continues Mr. Jefferson, " went on to explain to 
him verbally what I meant by saying I had lost him from my 
list. That in General Washington's time, it had been signified 
to him that Mr. Adams, the Vice-President, would be glad of 
a foreign embassy ; that General Washington mentioned it to 
me, expressed his doubts whether Mr. Adams was a fit charao- 
ter for sncb an office, and his still greater doubts, indeed, his 
conviction, that it would not be justifiable to send away the 
person who, in case of his death, was provided by the Consti- 
tution to take bis place ; that it would, moreover, appear 
indecent fvr him to be disposing of the public Uusts in aj)- 
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parciilly buying off a competitor for the publio favor. I con- 
uurred with Iiim to tlie opinion, and if I recollect riglitl}', 
Hamilton, Knox, and Randolph were conatilted, and gave the 
name opinions. That wlien Mr. Adams came to the adminia 
t ration, in his first interviow with me, he mentioned the nece» 
»ity of 3 mission to France, and how desiiable it would have 
been for him if he could have got me to undertake it ; but 
that he conceived it would be wrong in him to send me away, 
and assigned the same reasons General WashinEilon had done; 
and, therefore, he should appoint Mr, Madison, etc. That I 
had myself uontemplatcd his (Colonel Burr's) appointment to 
one of the groat offices, in case he was not tlected Vice-Pres- 
ident, bnt that as soon aa that election was known, I saw that 
it could not be done, for the good reasons which had led Gen 
eral Washington and Mr. Adams to the same conulii^on ; and, 
therefore, in my first letter to Colonel Burr afler the issue 
was known, I had mentioned to him that a chasm in my nr< 
rangements had been produced by this event. I was ihn» par- 
tioular in rectifying the date of this letter, becaime it gave mt 
an opportunity of explaining the grounds on which it waa 
written, which were, indirectly, an anaioer to hia present hintt. 
He left the matter with me for consideration, and the conver- 
sation waa turned to indifferent subjects." 

Mr. Jeflerson concludes this day's journalizing with the fol- 
lowing remarks : " I had never seen Colonel Burr till he came 
as a member of the Senate. Hia conduct very soon inspired 
me with distrust. I habitually cautioned Mr. Madison against 
trusting him too niuoh. I saw, afterward, that, under Gen- 
eral Washington's and Mr. Adams's administrations, whenever 
a great militai'y appointment, or a diplomatic one was to bt 
made, he came post to Philadelphia to show biin«clf, and, in 
fact, that he was always at market, if they had wanted him. 
Ho was, indeed, told by Dayton, in 1800, he might be Seora- 
tary at War ; bnt this bid was too late. His eleiition aa Yio» 
i'resident was then foreseen. With these imprcssiuns of Col* 
onel Burr, there never had been an intimacy between us, and 
but little association. When I destined him for a high np 
Ijointment, it waa out of resp^'^t for the favor he had oblaincil 
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with the Republican party, by his extraordinary exertions ao J 
BQCcesses in the New York election in 1800." 

Mr. Jefferson's memory was a little at fault here. While 
the Republican party was slowly working its way to a major- 
ty, and the effective help of Colonel Burr was given freely to 
he cause, Jefferson's manner toward him was cordial to a 
omewhat marked degree. In June, 1797, for example, lie 
began a long and unsolicited letter to Colonel Burr, with 
these words : " The newspapers give so minutely what is 
passing in Congress, that nothuig of detail can be Avanting for 
your information. Perhaps, however, some general view of 
Dur situation and prospects since you Ictl us may not be unac- 
ceptable. At any rate, it will give me an opportunity of re- 
calling myself to your memory, and of evidencing my esteem 
for you." 

A few slips of this kind are all the Federal writera have to 
support their charge against Jefferson of insincerity. One 
needs little observation of life, and less charity, to give them 
a very different interpretation. And, after all, the discrep- 
ancy is not great. In 1797, he had an esteem for Colonel 
Burr; in 1804, he says he had never liked him, and had cau- 
tioned Madison against trusting hiiu too far. Liking and es- 
teeming are sentiments so different that either may exist in 
a high degree without the other. In 1804, it is plain, Jef- 
ferson's dislike of Burr was extreme, perhaps morbid, and De 
Witt Clinton himself was not more averse to his further po- 
litical advancement. Jefferson admits, in one of his later let- 
ters, that upon learning Burr's designs, after their interview, 
it was he who caused information of the same to be sent to the 
Clintons in New York. 

Repulsed by the chief, hated by the Republican leaders in 
his own State, distrusted by large numbers of the party. Col- 
onel Burr and his friends resolved upon an appeal to the peo- 
ple. In February the plan was matured, and Burr was an- 
nounced as an independent candidate for the governorship of 
New York. A small caucus of members of the legislature for 
mally nominated him on the 18th of February, and on subse- 
quent days the nomination was ratified by public meetinscs ii 
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Albany and New Torlc. " Say to your hnabanil," wrote Burr 
to his dauglitev, ou ihv lOtb, " thai the ClintoDii, Livingstona, 
etc, had not, al the taat advice from Albany, decided on th^r 
candidate Ibr governor. Hamilton >9 intriguing for any can- 
didnte who can have a chance of euccess against A. B. He 
would, doubtless, become the advocate of even De Witt Clin- 
ton, if he should be the opponent." 

Tliia was true. Hamilton saw the ttlterior advantages which 
the election of Burr as governor would give Idm, and he op 
posed it ill all ways, and with the whole weight of his influ- 
ence. The Federal party, reduced now to a faction, had no 
aerioiis thoughta of even nominating a candidate, and Hamil* 
ton's efforts were concentrated on the single object of defeat- 
ing Burr, Governor Clinton declined a reflection, Lansing, 
a politician of long experience and high respectability, was the 
candidate first named by the Republicans, and Hamilton was 
strcnnoua, in caucus and out of caucus, in urging the Federal- 
ists to vote for him. A short article of Hamilton's on this 
point, wliicli has been thought worthy of republication in 
his works, gives eight leasons "why it is desirable that Mr. 
Lansing, rather than Colonel Burr, should succeed." To com* 
plete the evidence in the great case of Hamilton against Burr, 
this catalogue of" Reasons" is here inserted; 

" 1. Colonel Burr has steadily pursued the track of demo- 
Ol'atic politics. This he had done either from principle or from 
calculation. If the former, he is not likely now to change hia 
plan, when the Federalists are prostrate, and their enemiea 
predominant. If the latter, he will certainly not at this time 
relinquish the ladder of his ambition, and espouse the cause or 
views of the weaker party. 

" 2, Though detested by some of the leading Ciiutonians, he 
is certainly not personally disagreeable to the great body of 
them, and it will bo no difficult task for a man of talents, in- 
trigue, and address, possessing the chiur of government, te 
rally tlie great body of them tinder his standard, and thereby 
to consolidate for personal purposes the mass of the ClintOD)- 
ans, his own adherents among the Democrats, and snch Fed- 
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eralists, as, Trom personal good-will or intercated motives, maj 
•^ give him support, 

" 3. The pffect of his elevation wHl be to reanite, iincler a 
more adroit, able, anid daring chief, the now scattered fVng- 
nieDts of the democr^io party, and to rinnforce it by a Btrong 
detachment fi-om the Federalists. For though virtuous Pod- 
cralista who, from miscalculation, may support him, would 
afterward relinqniiih his standard, a large number, rromiiuiotu 
motives, would continue attached to it. 

" 4. A further effect of his elcvation.by aid of the Federalist* 
will be to present to the confidence of New England a man 
already the man of the democratic leaders of that country, 
and toward whom the mass of the people have no weak pre- 
dilection, as their countryman, as the grandson of President 
Edwards, and the *on of President Burr. In vain will certalo 
men renst this predilection, when it can be said that he was 
chosen Governor of this Stale, in which he was best known, 
principally, or in a great degree, by the aid of the Federal- 
ists. 

" 6, This will give him fair play to disorganize New England, 
if so disposed ; a thing not very difficult, when the strengtJ) 
of the democratic party in each of the New England States ia 
considered, and the natural tendency of our civil institutions 
la duly weighed. 

" S. The ill-opinion of Jefferson, and the jealousy of the am- 
bition of Virginia, is no inconsiderable jirop of good prindples 
tn that country. But those causes are leading to an opinion, 
that a dismembeiTnent of the Union is expedient. It woold 
probably suit Mr. Burr's views to promote this result, to ba 
the chief of the northern portion ; and placed at the bead (rf 
the State of Kew York, no man would be more likely to Btifr 
ceed, 

"7. If he betrnly, as the Federalists have believed, a man of 
irregular and insatiable ambition, if his plan has been to riaa 
to power on the ladder of Jacobinic principles, it is natnral to 
conclude that be will endeavor to Uic himself in power by tha 
same instrument ; that he will not lean on a fkllen and ^lin^ 
party, generally speaking, not of a character to favor usnrpa 
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eiDD sod tliG ascendency of a deBpotic chief. Every day ahowa, 
DofC and more, the much to be regrrtted tendency of gov- 
ernments entirely popular, to dissolution and disorder. la It 
rational to expect tLat a man, wbo had the sagacity lo foresee 
this tendency, and whose temper would permit him to bottom 
his aggrandizement on popular prejudice and vices, would d» 
Bert the system at the time when, more than ever, the state 
of things invites him to adhere to it ? 

"8. If Lansing is governor, his personal character afibrda 
some flecitrily against pernicious extremes, and at the same 
lime renders il morally certain that the democratic party, 
already much divided and weakened, will molder and break 
asunder more and more. This is certainly a state of thioga 
favoiable to the future asoendenoy of the wise and good. 
May it n^Blead to a recasting of parlies, by which the Fed- 
eralists «^^jRiD.a|grcat accession of force from former oppo- 
nents ? At any rale, is it not wiser in them to promote a 
ODurae of things by which schism among the Democrats will 
be fostered and increased, than, on a fair calculation, to give 
them a chief, better able than any they have yet had, to unite 
and direct them ; and in a situation to infuse rottenness in the 
only part of our country whioh still remains sound, the Federal 
Sutes of New England ?" 

This article waa written too soon ; for, in a few days, Mr. 
Tensing, muoh to Hamilton'a regret, declined, and Chief Just- 
^e Lewis was nominated in bis stead. Lewis was a more 
decided partisan, and a less acceptable man than Lansing, and 
his nomination was supposed to be favorable to the prospects 
of Colonel Burr. " From the moment Clinton declined," 
wrote Hamilton to Rufns King, " I began to conwder Borr 
as having a chance of success. It was still, howevei', my reli- 
ance that Lansing would outrun him ; but now that Chief 
Justice Lewis is his competitor, the probability, in my judg- 
ment, inclines to Burr." To defeat him, Hamilton's first 
scheme was to run Rufus King as the regular candidate of 
the Federal party. That abandoned, he oontined his exertions 
to keeping as many Federal voters as possible from supporting 
the detested candidate. 
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I need not' dwell on the contest, the result of which is only 
too well known. Like nine out of ten of our State, and seven 
out of ten of our national elections, it was a contest without 
an idea ; a preposterous struggle to put another man in a place 
already well-filled. 

T1m3 Address put forth by the Burrites dwelt upon their 
candidate's being a single man, with no train of family con 
ncctions to quarter upon the public treasury ; upon his tal 
ents and revolutionary services ; upon the stand he had made 
against the British treaty ; upon the recent endeavors, on the 
part of wealthy factions, to destroy, by unprecedented calum- 
nies, the confidence of the people in the Vice-President's integ- 
rity ; upon his liberal patronage of science and the fine arts ; 
upon the recent sale of part of his estate, and the payment of 
his debts ; upon his known generosity and disinterestedness ; 
and, finally, upon the character of his great ancestors, Presi- 
dent Burr and President Edwards, the best traits of both of 
whom, said the Address, were blended in the character of 
Colonel Burr. 

It was an animated and very acrimonious contest. Burr's 
friends, it is true, conducted their canvass with decorum, and 
never once assailed the private character of the opposing can- 
didate. But Clieetham teemed with lies. For two months, 
his paper Avas chiefly devoted to maligning and burlesqueing 
the character of Burr and his adherents. Jefferson gave the 
weight of his great name to the Clintonian candidate. A con- 
versation in which the President was represented as declaring 
that the *' Little BancV* (Cheetham's nickname for Burr's set) 
was not the real democracy, was printed in capitals in the 
American Citizen^ and kept standing during the three days 
of the election.* Not content with what his paper could 
effect, Cheetham, on the second day of the election, printed a 
handbill, setting forth that Burr was a remorseless and whole- 
Bale seducer ; that the brothels of New York were filled 

* One of Cheetliam*s fables was, that or the night beforo the election, the 
Vice-President, through Alexia, hie sle^ve. pa4 gi-'cn a ball to the colored 
voters at Richmond Hill, and that he had h'nrsclf 16<J out to the danco a 
uxom wench. This stoiy was given &£" a biJLxd ip the American CUiMen, 
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with liis victims , and that the fallier of one of them waa al 
thai monionl in the city burning to wreak a deadly vcngeanco 
upon iha scdiiuer'K liead, Thin Imodliill Chectham distributed 
with his owa han.ls nt the polls. 

Buflhe " Littlci Band" weiu confident of success, and 
woi-ked for it as men Beldom work (or the advantage of an 
other. 

Burr himself wsi, as usual, Imperttirbablc, March 28tl: he 
wrote to TliL'odosia: "They are very busy here about an 
election between Morgan Letris and A. Bnrr, the former 
Buppovted by the Livingstons and Clintons, the latter per sf. 
I would send yon some now find amusing libels ai^ainst the 
Vice-President, but, ns yon did not send the speech," etc, 
April 25th, which was the second day of the election: "I 
write in a storm ; an election storm, of the like you have once 
been a witnes.*. The thing began yesterday and will termi- 
nate to-inonow. My head-quarters arc in John-street, and I 
have, since the beginning of this letter, been already three 
timea interrupted. • * • Both parties claim majorities, 
and there never was, in my opinion, an election, of the result 
of wliidi so little judgment could be formed. A. B. will have 
a small mnjoHty in the f'ny if to-morrow should be a fair day, 
and not else." The morrow was a fair day. A. B. r/ti/have 
a small majority (about one hundred) in the city. For a few 
hours, the Burrites exulted ; but returns from the country soon 
changed their note. Five days ailer, among the gossipy jiaia- 
graphs of an unusually gossipy letter from Buir to liis daughter, 
occurred this single line about the election : "The election is 
lost by a great majority ; so ftmch the better." Lewis had, in 
fact, received 35,000 votes ; Burr, 28,000 ; majority for Lewis, 
7,000. 

He was bfnten, but, by no nican^, destroyed, as is usually 
represented. A large number of hia original supporters had 
abandoned liim ; but, besides his own peculiar adheients, be 
was now strong in the confidence of the more moderate Fed- 
eralist^ and nothing but Hamilton's vehement opposition had 
prevented that party's voting for lum en masse. He had, also 
this advantage — the libels which had destioyed hia standing 
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for tLe time, with his own party, were not onljr false, bul were 
IcnoioH to be false by the leaders of both sides. The truth waa 
likely to become manifest, and a reaction to set in, winch 
might bear him in triumph over all opposition to more than 
his foitnei' elevation. The spectacle of a man who owes hia 
fortmie to his own exertions, contending singly against an- 
(^ient wealth and powerful families, is one which appeals to 
the sympathies and to the imagination of Anglo-Saxons. With 
tact such as his, with friends so devoted, with partisans ao 
warm, with enemies so feebly united that they only aw^ted 
bis downfall to war with one another, who could say what he 
might not effect before another presidential eleotioa came 
round ? 

It is a mistake, too, to suppose that the result of this elec- 
tion rendered Colonel Burr morose and gloomy. Colonel Burr, 
in all bis long hfc, never knew a gloomy day nor. a morose 
hour. One who applies such epithets to lam shows by tliat 
fact alone, that he is ignorant of the man's chai'acter. His 
spirits rode as buoyantly and as safely over all disasters aa a 
cork over the cataract of Niagara. There was not in him the 
stuff out of which gloom is made. He was of Damascus 
quality; his elasticity was inexhaustible, Cheetbam was not 
very wrong, perhaps, when he s^d that Bnrr was elated by 
the result of the election ; aa it showed liim his strength as 
an independent candidate, and gave him new hopes of botug 
able to form a great democratic, anli-Tirginia party. 

Would that he could have paused here, and buried in 
oblivion political aspirations and animosities. A bright career 
was still before bim in the law. Hamilton had won great 
glory this very spring, by defending at Albany, before the Su- 
preme Court, with imparalloled eloquence, an editor who bad 
been indicted for a libel on the President. His grand object 
was, by annihilating the maxim, " The greater the truth, the 
greater the libel," to establish on new and broad foundations 
the liberty of the press, "After all, came the powerful Hamil- 
ton," wrote a correspondent of the Evening Post. " No lan- 
guage can convey an adequate idea of the astonishing powers 
Hviuced by him. The audience was numerous, and though 
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tior.po'^ed of those not r.de'!/ to the melting m jod, t/ie offeji 
produced on them was eleocric. ♦ ♦ * As a correct arga 
ment for a lawyer, it was very imposing, as a profound com 
mentary upon the science and practice of government, it has 
never been surpassed." Here was glory ; here was triumph. 
Burr's eminence ar tl.e bar was such that, on all cases of com- 
manding interest, he was the man likely to be selected to op> 
^K/se Hamilton or to aid him. 

For any thing that is now knotorij Burr may have meant to 
<.'onflne himself to the peaceful triumfhs of the bar. B^t^ 
alas I the cnrse of havmg made a false stop Id life if, tiiAt it 
uecessikUes worse ! 

If 



CHAPTER XIX. 

THE DUEL. 

fUM GcxxkAL iiOTocATioH— Tm Pabtioulab PnoTOOATxoir— Tm IlotniJi Oom 
■npommrci— Tm CnAUJUcoB Oitkic axd Aoceptep— IIaxiltom'8 OTODuat 
▲in> Bubb's liETncBS betobb tiib Mjsrnxo— Tub Baxqihr or tub CiKOCKBArr -» 
Thb Last Wbitikg6 or Hahilton akd Bueb— Tub Ditblixo Obou:td — Turn 

DUBL — EfTEOT ox TIIB PlTBUG MiND — TUB COBOXCB'fe YSBOIOT — Dx. NOTT'C 

Bbbhox — Tub MoBrruBjcT to Uamiltos on tub Oboubd. 

As habit is second nature, dueling must formerly have 
seemed a very natural mode of settling personal disputes, for 
few public men passed through life without being concerned 
in, at least, one " affair of honor." Gates, Do Witt Clinton, 
Randolph, Benton, Clay, Jackson, Decatur, Arnold, Walpole, 
Pitt, Wellington, Canning, Peel, Grattan, Fox, Sheridan, Je& 
frey, Wilkes, D'Israeli, Lamartine, Thiers, and scores of less 
fitmous names, are found in Mr. Sabine's* list of duelists. 

In all that curious catalogue, there is not the name of one 
politician who received provocation so oflen-repeated, so irri- 
tating, and so injurious, as that which Aafon Burr had re- 
ceived from Alexander Hamilton. 

Burrj^as not a man to resent promptly a personal injury^ 
even when what he called his " honor" impelled him to do so. 
The infidelity of a comrade cut him to the heart; to be 
doubted by a friend, was, as he once said, ^^ to have the very 
sanctuary of happiness invaded ;" the disapproval of his own 
set he would have felt acutely. But, to the outcry of the 
outer world he was comparatively indifferent, and the inju- 
rious attempts of enemies he usually disregarded. Aaron 
Burr, whatever &ults he may have had — and ho had grievous 
and radical faults — was not a revengeful man ; there has sel 
dom lived one who was less so. He had to be much persuaded 

^''Kotef onI>iie]aaiidI>aeling.*' By Lorenzo SaUne. 
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before he would sue Clieetliam for libel, aiid the suit was lan- 
guidly prosecuted. Clieetham iiililsclf, in Janiiaiy of tbi« 
very year, IBOt, hnd taunted bim for ullowing Hamilton to 
speak niid write of bitn as it was then notorious be was in tbo 
habit of doing. " la the Vice-President sunk so low," said 
this wrotohcd calnmnialor, "as to submit to be Insulted by 
General Hamilton?" 

At every ^tep of Burr's poHttiral oarear, without a single 
exception, Hnmillnn, by open efforts, by seoi-et intrigue, or 
by boll), had utterly opposed and forbidden bis advauoera^nt. 
He had injured bim in tbo estimalion of General Washington. ' 
Ue had prevented Mr. Adams from giving liini a military ap- 
pointment. His letters, for year.s, bad abounded in dcnun- 
ointions of bim, as severe and iinqiinlitied as the language of 
a powerful dedaimer could convey. From Uurr'a own table, 
be bail carried away the unguarded sallies of the bost for use 
against tiic politic.il oppnneul. The most otfeiisive epithets 
and Of lb rases he had so habitually applied to Uurr, that tbey 
bad become familiar in llio moutlis of all tlic leading Fcderal- 
idts ; who, as ibc reader may have observed, denoimced Colo- 
nel Burr in Hamilton's own words. And, lin.illy, be had just 
succeeded in frustrating Burr's keeu desiic for vindication at 
tho people's bands ; and, in doing so, bad niodu it only too 
evident to all tbo influential politicians, that for tbc success of 
any plans of political advancement wliiith Burr might in fu- 
tui'e tiu-m, it w.is, nlwve all things else, essential that Uamil- 
ton's injurious tongue sbould be either silenced or bridled. 

The two men had already been near collision. 1 think it 
was in ltl02 that Colonel Burr, having obtaiaed some imper- 
fect knowledge of Hamilton's usual mode of chai-aclerizUig 
bim, had had a conversation with hira on the suhject. Ham 
illon (so said Burr in later yeais), had explained, apologized. 
satisHcd Burr, and Ictl upon his mind tlie impression, never 
efiilccd, that tlienoeforth Hamilton was pledged to refrain from 
speaking of him as he bad been aocustumed to do. They 
paited with cordiality, and bod ever since been, apparently, 
very good friends. Burr considered tben, and always, that 
be had made prodigious sacrifices, as a man of honor and a 
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gentloman, for tho sake of avoiding a hoslile meeting that 
uould not bill injure l>oth as candidates foi' the public confi* 
dunce. From the hour Burr learned that Hamilton still used 
his formei' freedom, he ceased to respect hhii ; ho hold him ja 
cntitcmpt, 03 a man insensible to considerations of honor and 
good fMlh, Bun's new Federal friends, i-enegades from thfl 
Hamiltoniun partj-, had given him now information respecting 
the Burriphobia under wliich their former leader labored, 
and tlie language in which it was accustomed to tind vent. 
I Consider tho force of another oircnmstance upon a mind ) 
^ like Burr's, whose loligion was, fidehty to comrades. Men 
who proudly looked up to him as moi'e than their political ' 
chief — as tho preeminent gentleman, and model man of tbe 
world, of thnt age — had ibught in his quarrel, and fought with 
a reckless courage which he had fii-at inspired, and then com- 
mandcil. If tbe oocanion should arise, could chief decline iho 
encounter with chie^ after the subalterns had so gallantly con 
tended ? And this considei'ation had equal (i-eight with Ham- 
ilton. Beside having eauctioned the prnclice of dueling, by 
serving as second to Colonel Laurens in his duel with General 
X<ce, his own son had fallen, three years ago, in what the lan- 
guage of that day called the vindication of his father's honor. 
In short, never, since the duello was invented, were two men, 
if the requtaile technical provocation should arise, so peculiarly 
and irresistilily bound to light, as were Aaron Burr and Alex- 
ander Hamilton in the summer of 1804, 

During tho late election for governor, a letter from Dr. 
Charles D. Cooper to a friend, found its way into the papers, 
which contained two sentences relating to Colonel Burr. Ono 
was this ; 

" General Hamilton and Judge Kent have declared, in sub 
stance, that tliey looked npon Mr. Burr to be a dangeroiw 
man, and one who ought not to bo tnisted with tho reins of 
gnvernraent." 

This was the otlier : " I could dotdl to you a still more de» 
picable opirion which General Hamilton has expressed of Mr 
Burr." 



TBB DOBL. 



S4I 



Six weeks .after the election, the paper containing this letter 
was put into Colonel Burr's hands, and hU attention called tn 
Ihe allusions to himself. 

In the afiernoon of June 17tli, Mr. William P. Van Ness, 
me of Bun's staimchcst friends, the Aristides of the pamphlet 
war of 1802, received a note from Colonel Bnrr, rcqutsting 
im to call at Richmond Hill on the following morning. lie 
went. At the request of Burr, he convoyed Dr. Cooper's let- 
ter to General Hamilton, with the moat offensive passage 
marked, and a nolo from Colonel Burr, which, as briefly aa 
possible, called attention to the passage, and concluded with 
the following words : "Tou must perceive, air, the necessity 
of a prompt and unqualified acknowledgment or denial of the 
uso of any expres-sions which would warrant the ussertions of 
Mr. Cooper." 

Hamilton wan taken by Burpriiie. He had not, before that 
motneut, seen Cooper's letter. Having road it, and the noto 
of Colonel Burr, he said tliat they required consideration, and 
he tvould send an answer to Mr, Van Ness's office (Van Ness 
was a lawyer) in the course of the day. Late that evening ho 
oalled at Mr. Van Ness's residence, and told him that a prcK 
of business had prevented his preparing a reply, and would 
prevent him for two days to come ; but on the 20lli he 
would give him a communication for Colonel Bui'i'. 

In that communication, which was very long, Hamilton de- 
clined making the acknowledgment or denial that Burr hud 
demanded. Between gentlemen, he said, despicable and more 
deipicablo v/as not worth the pains of distinction. He oonid 
not consent to be interrogated as to the justice of the in- 
ferences which othei-s might have drawn from what ho had 
Haid of an opponent during fifteen years' competition. But 
bo stood ready to avow or disavow explicitly any (lefinilt 
opinion whicli he might be charged with having expressed re 
specting any gentleman. Ho trusted that Colonel Burr, upon 
further reflection, would see the matter in the same light. If 
not, he could only regret the fact, ind abide the oonso 
^uencea. 

This letter was oil npon the flames of Burr's indignation 
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TVis reply was prompt and decided. Hamilton's letters can 
generally be condensed one half without the loss of an idea, 
Burr's compact directness defies abbreviation : 

" Your letter of the 20th inst.," wrote he, " has been this 
day received. Having considered it attentively, I regret to 
find in it nothing of that sincerity and delicacy which you pro 
fess to value. Political opposition can never absolve gentle- 
men from the necessity of a rigid adherence to the laws of 
honor and the rules of decorum. I neither claim such privi- 
lege nor indulge it in others. The common sense of mankind 
affixes to the epithet adopted by Dr. Cooper the idea of dis- 
honor. It has been publicly applied to me under the sanction 
of your name. The question is not, whether he has under- 
stood the meaning of the word, or has used it according to 
syntax, and with grammatical accuracy ; but, whether you 
have authorized this application, either directly or by uttering 
expressions or opinions derogatory to my honor. The time 
* when' is in your own knowledge, but no way material to me, 
as the calumny has now fii*st been disclosed, so as to become 
the subject of my notice, and as the effect is present and pal- 
pable. Your letter has furnished me with new reasons for re- 
quiring a definite reply." 

Hamilton seems to have read his doom in that letter. He 
said to Mr. Van Ness, who brought it, that it was such a letter 
as he had hoped not to receive ; it contained several offensive 
expressions ; and seemed to close the door to reply. He had 
hoped that Mr. Bnrr would have desired him to state what 
iad fallen from him that might have given rise to the infer 
ence of Dr. Cooi)er. He would have done that frankly, and 
he believed it would not have been found to exceed justifiable 
limits. And even tiien, if Mr. Burr was disposed to give 
another turn to the discussion, he was willing to consider hia 
last letter undelivered. But if that were not withdrawn, he 
could make no reply. 

Mr. Van Ness detailed these ideas to Colonel Bnrr, and 
received from him a paper of instructions to guide him in 
replying, verbally, to General Hamilton. This paper ex- 
oresses with force and exactness the view of this afiair then 
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lakea, and ^Iwayx adhered to, by Coloai^l Burr, It read u 
folio «-8 : 

"A. Burr, far from conceiving tbat rivalsliip auUiorizeB a 
latitude not otherwise justifiable, always feels greater dclioacy 
in such oases, and would think it mRanness to speak of a rival 
but in terms of respect; to do justice to hi.s merits; to be 
nlent of his foibles. Sueb bus invariably been bis condnct 
toward Jay, Adams, and Hamilton ; the only three who can 
be supposed to have stood in that relation to him. 

" That be has too much leason to believe that, in regard to 
Mr. Hamilton, there has been no reciprocity. For several 
years his name has been lent to the support of base slanders. 
He haa never had the generosity, the magnanimity, or the 
candor to contradict or disavow. Burr forbears to particalar- 
lEe, as it could only tend to produce new irritations ; bnt, 
having made great sacrifices for the sake of harmony ; having 
exercised forbearance antil it approached to humiliation, he 
has seen no effect produced by such conduct but a repetition 
of injury. He is obliged to conclude that there is, on the 
pait of Mr, Hamilton, a settled and implacable malevolence ; 
that be will never cease, in his conduct toward Mr, Burr, to 
violate those courtesies of life ; and that, hence., he has no at 
ternativo but to annonnce these things to the world ; which, 
consistently with Mr. Burr's ideas of propriety, can be done 
in no way but that wliluh he has adopted. He is incapable of 
revenge, still less h he capable of imitating the conduct of Mr. 
Hamilton, by committing seci-et depredations on hia fame and 
character. But these things must have an end," 

Upon meeting General Hamilton for the purpose of making 
the above explanation, Mr, Van Xess was informed by him, 
that ho bad prepared a written leply to Colonel Burr's last 
letter, and had left it in the hands of bis friend Mr. Pendleton. 
The verbal explanation was therefore withheld, and Genera! 
Hamilton's letter conveyed to Colonel Burr. It was as fob 
lows : " Your firet letter, in a style too peremptory, made a 
!Jemand, in my opinion, unprecedented and unwai'rantabl«^ 
My answer, pointing out tlie embar-'assment, gave you an 0]^ 
portnnity to lake a less exceptionable course. You have nut 
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chosen to do it ; bnt by your last letter received this day, coth 
taining expressiona indec<»-ova and improper, you have in- 
creased the difficulties to csplanntion inli'iusically iucident to 
the nature of yocir applicnUon. If by a ' definite reply' you 
meau the direct avowal or disavowal required in your first 
letter, I have no other answer to give, than that which baa 
already been given. If you mean any tiling different, admit- 
ting of" greater latitude, it is requisite you should explain." 

This letter, as might have been expected, produced DO 
effect; as Mr. Van Ness hastened to inform General Hamil- 
ton's friend. Van Ness added, that what Colonel Buvr d«> 
manded was this: a general disavowal of any intention on tlm 
part of General Hamilton, iu bis various couvei-sations, to con- 
vey impressions derogatory to tlie honor of Burr. Pendleton 
replied, liiat he believed General Hamilton would have no 
objection to make such a declai'ation ! 

Hamilton, of course, declined making the disavowal. But 
he gave Van Ness a paper, in his own hand, the purport of 
which was that if Colonel Burr should think it proper to in- 
quire of General HiLmilton the nature of thcconvei'^ation with 
Dr. Cooper, General Hamilton would be able to replj-, with 
truth, that il tuined ivliolly on political topics, and did not 
attribute to Colonel Buri' any instance of dishonorabJu con- 
duct, nor relate to his private cliaractei'. And in relation to 
any other conversation which Colonel Burr would specif, a 
frank avowal or denial would be given. 

A *' mere evasion," aoid Burr, when he had read this paper. 

Other correspond euco followed, bnt it is too familiar to the 
'ubiic, and too easily accessible, to require repetition here. 
Throughout the whole of it we see, on the one hand, au ex- 
asperated man resolved to biitig the affair to a decisive and 
final issue ; on the other, a man striving desperately, but not 
dislionorably, to escape the consequences of his own too un 
garded words. Burr's final recapitulation, drawn up for th 
guidance of his second, was as follows : 

"Colonel Burr (in reply to General Hamilton's charge of 
indnfiniteness and inquisition) would only say, that secret whis- 
pers traduomg his Cime, and impeaching his honor, aie at least 



equally injiii'ioiia with slandei's publicly uttered ; tl)iit Guacrol 
Hntiiilton Lad, at no time, and in no place, a right to uso any 
Buch iiijmious expressions ; and that the pailial negative he is 
disposed to give, witli the reservations he wishes to make, an' 
proob thnt he has done the injury specified. 

"Colonel Burr's request was, in iho firat instance, proposed 
in a foiTii the most simple, in order that General Hamilton 
might give to the afluir that course to which he might be 
induced by his temper and his knowledge of fncls. Colonel 
Burr trusted nilli eotilidence, that, fiom the frankness of a 
soldier and the candor of a gentleman, he might expect au 
ingenuous det:laraliou. That if, as he had reason to believe, 
General Hamilton had used expressions derogatory to his 
honor, he ivould have had the magnaninvxy to retract them;'i 
snd that if, from his language, injurions .nferences had been 
improperly drawn, he would have perceived the propriety of 
correcting errors, which might thus have been widely diS'used. 
With these impressions. Colonel Burr was greasy surprised 
at receiving a letter which be considered as cvaflivc, and whiob 
in manner he deemed not altogether decorous. In oue expec- 
tation, however, he was not wholly deceived, for the close of 
General Hamilton's letter contained an intimation tiiat, if 
Colonel Burr should dislike his refusal to acknowledge or 
deny, he was ready to meet the consequences. This Colonel 
Burr deemed a sort of defiance, and would have felt justified 
in making it the basts of an immediate message. But as the 
communication contained something concerning the iudelinite- 
aess of the request, as ho believed it rather the ofispring of 
false pride than of reflection, and as he felt the utmost reluct- 
ance to proceed to extremities, while any other hope re- 
mained, his request was repeated in terms more exphcit. The 
replies and propositions on the part of General Hamilton 
have, in Colonel Burr's opinion, been constantly in substance 
the same. 

"Colonel Burr disavows all motives of predetermined hos- 
tility, a charge by which he thinks insult added to injury. He 
feela as a gentleman should feel when his honor is iu.peached 
PT assuled; and, without sensitions of hostility or wislmu nf 
16" 
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revenge, he is determined to vindicate that honcr at Bucb 
hazard as the nature of the case demands." 

The letter concluded with the remark that the length and 
fruitlessncss of the correspondence proved it useless " to offer 
any proposition, except the simple message which I shall now 
have the honor to deliver." •" 

The challenge was then given and accepted. Ten days had 
elapsed since Colonel Burr had first sent for Mr. Van Ness, 
and it was now the 27th of June. Mr. Pendleton stated that 
a court w*as then sitting in which General Hamilton had much 
business to transact ; he would require also a little time to 
arrange his private affairs; and, therefore, some delay was 
unavoidable. This was assented to, and the next morning ap- 
pointed for a meeting of the seconds to confer further on time 
and place. 

At that meeting Mr. Pendleton presented a paper which, 
he said, he had received from his principal, and which con- 
tained some remarks upon the matters in dispute. Van Ness 
replied that, if the paper contained a specific proposition for 
an accommodation, he would leceive it with pleasure ; if not, 
he must decline doing so, as his principal considered the cor- 
respondence completely terminated by the acceptance of the 
challenge. Pendleton replied that the paper contained no 
such proposition, but consisted of remarks upon Van Ness's 
last letter. Mr. Van Ness, therefore, refused to receive it,* 
and Pendleton retired, promising to call again in a day or two 
to make the final arrangements. The seconds conferred sev- 
eral times before these were concluded ; but, at length, July 

♦ This paper was an earnest endeavor, on the part of General Hamilton, to 
avoid a Lostilo meeting. The material passage was as follows : " Mr. Pen- 
dleton is authorized to say, that in the course of the present discussion, writ- 
ten or verbal, the.-e has been no intention to evade, defy, or insult, but a sin- 
cere disposition to avoid extremities, if it eould bo done with propriety. With 
this view General Hamilton has been ready to enter into a frank and free ex- 
llanation on any and every object of a specific nature ; but not to answer a 
k;:eneral and abstract inquiry, embracing a period too long for any accurate 
recollection, and exposing him to unpleasant criticisms from, or unplea.sant 
discussions with, any and every person who may have understood Lim *n a4 
aniavorable sense " 
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lUh, at seven in the morning, was fixed upon as the time; 
ihe place, Weehawken ; the weapons, pistols; the distance, 
ten paces. Thus, between the time wlien Colonel Blmt sent 
tor Van Ness and the day appointed for the meeting, twenty- 
four days elapsed, during the greater part of which the secret 
was known, certainly, to seven persons, and, probably, to as 
many as ten. 

During this long period, the principals went about their 
daily business as usual. Hamilton, as was afterward fondly 
remembered, plead his causes and consulted his clients, with 
all his wonted vigor, courtesy, and success. Around his table 
at the "Grange," day after day, he saw his seven children and 
his tenderly beloved wife, with a ceaseless consciousness of 
the blow that was suspended over them all. A whisper could 
have saved him, and saved them, but how impossible it was to 
utter that whisper ! 

Burr was residing at cedar-crowned Richmond Hill, and 
found the great mansion there somewhat lone and chilly. On 
Juno 23d (the very day upon wliich it became certain that 
the affair with Hamilton could only be terminated by a duel) 
Theodosia's birth-day came round again, a day on which Rich- 
mond Hill, for many a year, had known only the sights and 
sounds of happiness and mirth. Burr was an observer of fete 
days and family festivals. On this occasion, he invited a party 
to dinner, who, as he wrote the next day to Theodosia, 
*Maughed an hour, and danced an hour, and drank her health." 
He had her picture brought into the dining-room and placed 
at the table where she was accustomed to sit. But, added he, 
"as it is a prolile, and M'ould not look at us, wo hung it up 
and placed Natalie's (his adopted daughter) at table, which 
laughs and talks with us." The letter in which these particu- 
lars are given is remarkable for containing a suggestion which 
has since been admirably improved. " Your idea," wrote he, 
" of dressing up pieces of ancient mythology in the form of 
amusing tales for children is very good. You yourself must 
write them. Send your performances to me, and, within three 
weeks after they are received, you shall have them again in 
t>rint. This will be not only an amusing occupation, but a 
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very useful one to yourselE It will improve your style and 
your language, give you habits of accuracy, and add a little 
to your stock of knowledge. Natalie, too, must work at it, 
and I'll bet that she makes the best tale. I w^U be your ed- 
itor and your critic." The reader is aware how well this 
' idea" has since been carried out by Mr. Kingsley and others. 

His lettcra to his daughter, at this period, contain but a sin- 
gle allusion, and that a vague one, to the impending conflict. 
On the 1st of July, he began a letter with these words : 

" Having been shivering with cold all day, though in perfect 
health, I have now, just at sunset, had a fire in my library, 
and am sitting near it and enjoying it, if that word be appli- 
cable to any thing done in solitude. Some very wise man, 
however, has exclaimed, 

" ' Oh I fools, who think it solitude to be alone.' 

This is but poetry. Let us therefore drop the subject, lest it 
lead to another on which I have imposed silence on myself." 

The rest of the letter is cheerful enough. He says he is im- 
patient to receive the " Tales," recommends her to subscribe 
for the JEdinhurg Review^ and to be forming a library for her 
son. 

On the Fourth of July, Hamilton and Burr met, for the last 
time, at the convivial board. It was at the annual banquet 
of the Society of the Cincinnati, of which Hamilton was presi- 
dent and Burr a member. Hamilton was cheerful, and, at 
limes, merry. He was urged, as the feast wore away, to sing 
the only song he ever sang or knew, the famous old ballad of 
The Drum, It was thought afterward, that he was more re- 
luctant than usual to comply with the company's request; 
but after some delay, he said, *' Well, you shall have it," and 
sang it in his best manner, greatly to the delight of the old 
soldiers by whom he was surrounded. Burr, on the contrary 
was reserved, mingled little with the company, and held no in 
tercourse with the president. He was never a fluent man 
and was generally, in the society of men, more a listener than 
a talker. On this occasion, his silence was, therefore, the lesA 
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.■einarked , yet it was remarked. It was oliaerveJ, too, that 
lie paid no atteilion to Hamilton's convcraation, nor, indeed, 
looked toward liini, until he struck up liia song, when Burr 
turned toward liim, and, leaning upon the tabic, looked at 
Ihe singei till the song was done. 

This difit-rence in Ihc behavior of tho Iavo men was donbt- 
loRS owing partly to their difl'erent positions at the banquet. 
Hamilton, as the mastpr of the feast, was in the eye of every 
gueat, while Burr eoiild easily escape particalar observation. 
The object of both was, of course, to behnvu so as not to ex 
cite inquiry. 

On the Uth of July, Hamilton execnted his will, leaving his 
all, after the payment of his debts, to his ' dear and excellent 
wife.' " Should it happen," said he, " that there is not enough 
for the payment of my debts, I entreat my dear chddren, if 
they, or any of them, should ever be able, to make up the 
deficiency. I, without hesitation, commit to their delicacy a 
wish which is dictated by my own. Though uonsuious that I 
bavB too far Micrificed the interests of my fiimily to public 
avooations, and on this account have tho less claim to burden 
my children, yet I trust in their magnnnimity to appreciate M 
they ought this my request. In ho unfavorable an event of 
things, tho support of their dear mother, with the most re- 
Bpeulful and tender attention, is a duty, all the eacredness of 
which they will feel. Probably her owu patrimonial resource! 
will preserve her from indigence. But in all situations they 
are charged to bear in mind, that she has been to them tht 
most devoted and best of motliei's." 

A few hours more brought them to the day before the ona 
named for the meeting. In the evening, both the principals 
were engaged, to a late hour, in making their final prepai-a- 
tions, and nxiting what each felt might be his last written 
words. Tho paper prepared by Hamilton on that occasion, 
in tho solitude of his library, reveals to us the miserable spec- 
tacle of an intelligent and gilled man, who had, with the ^^ 
most deliberation, made up bis mind to do an action which 
uia intellect condemned as absurd, W'hich his heart felt to be 
timI, which his conscience to'd him was wrong. Ho said tfaat 
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he lia<l sbriink fmm Uie coming interview. His 'liity to hia 
religion, h'm family, and his cruditora, forbnde it. He Khould 
hflzai'd miicli, ntid could gnin nothing by it, Itc wns consitiona 
of no ill will to Colonel Bun-, npait. ii.oin poliliual opposition, 
wliidi lie hopeo Imd prD<;ecded from puru nnd ujiriglit mo- 
tives. But there were difliculticg, intrinsic nnd nrtiliuial, ill 
llic n-ay of tin iii:oon)niodBlion, whiult had suemed instipoi-ablu ; 
intrhi»ic, becnnae he leiilly had been vciy severe ujion Colo- 
nel Burr; mi/ficial, becaustj Colonel Burr lind demanded t>io 
miicii, and in a manner that precluded a peaceful discussion 
of the diffii-ulty. 

" As well," this aficcting paper concluded, " because it is pos- 
sible that I may have injured Colonel Burr, however convinced 
myself that my opinjous imd declarations have been well 
founded, as from my general principles and temper in relation 
to similar afiairs, I have resolved, if our interview is conducted 
in the tisual manner, and it pleases Goii to g\\ii me tlio oppor- 
innity, to reserve and tlii'ow away my tii'st tire, and I have 
thoughts even of reserving my second tire, and thus giving a 
double o|>portnnity to Colonel Burr to pause and to refioot. 
It is not, however, my intention to enter into any explanations 
on the giouiid. Apology, fiom principle, I hope, rather than 
pride, is out of the question. To those who, with me, abhor- 
ring the practice of dueling, may think tliat I ought on no 
account to have added to the number of bad examples, I an- 
swer, thai my relative sitnation, as well In public as in private, 
enforcing all tho considerations which consliLitte what men of 
the world denominate honor, imposed on me (as I thought) a 
peculiar necessity not to dechne the call. The ability to be 
in the future usL'ful, whether in resisting mischief or cfitjoting 
good, in those crises of our public affairs which seem likely to 
happen, would probably bo inseparable from a conformity with 
public prejudice in this particular." 

Doing evil that good may come, though not tho crime it U 
to do good that evil may come, is a dreadful error. It wai 
the vice of Hamilton's otherwise worthy life. It proved lata! 
£o him at last. 

lu the long letters which Burr wrote that evening, theru 
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ire no signs that tbe gentle Mood of Esther Edwards wan 
revolting in the veins of her eiiing son against the morrow's 
d?ed, Theru is a tender dignity in hU larcwell wovds to Tho- 
odosio, but no mis^vings. He gives licr a number of minnte 
dirctition:- about tbe disposal of iiis papers, letters, and serv- 
■nts. Shu was enjoined Ui burn all such letters as, if by aooi- 
dent madr public, wonid injure any person. This, he added, 
was more particularly applicable to ibe lettei-s of his female 
correspondents. To bis step-son, "poor dear Frederic," to 
Natalie, to various friends, be requested her to give certain 
tokens of his remembrance. His faithful housekeepei-, Peggy, 
was to have a lot of ground and fit^y dollara, and the other 
servants Tlieodosia was urged to adopt as her own. His letter 
conchides with tliese touching words: "I am indebted to 
yoii, my dearest Thcodosia, ibr a very great portion of the 
happiness which I have enjoyed in this life. You have com- 
pletely satisfied all that my heart and affections had hoped or 
even wished. Witli a little more perseverance, determination, 
and industry, you will obtain all that my ambition or vanity 
had fundly imagined. Let your son have occasion to be proud 
that be had a mother. Adieu. Adieu." 

In a postscript, he tells lier, upon her arrival in Kew Torb, 
to open her whole heart to bis step-son, Frederic, who loves 
bim, he says, almost as much as Theodosia docs, and loves 
Theodosiu to ador.alion. He also gives her a seal of General 
Washing I oil's, which he possessed, and says she may keep it 
for her son, or give it to whom she pleases. 

He wrote a long letter to her husband, recommending to 
his regard and eare the fiiends to whom be was most attached. 
" If it should be my lot to fall," be said, in conclusion, "yet 
I shall live in yon and your son. I commit to you all that is 
most deal- to me — my reputation and my daiigl.lei'. Your 
talents and your attachment will bo the guardian of tbe ono 
— your kindness and your generosity of tbe other. Let mo 
entreat you to stimulate and aid Tbeodosla in the cultivation 
of her mind. It is indispensable to her happiness, and essen 
tjal to yours. It is also of the utmost impoixanoe to ynut 
son. She would pi'cseully acquire a critical knowledge ol 
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Latin, English, and nil branches of natural philosophy. AIi 
this nould be poured into your eon. If you should difTer 
with luc as to the importani-c of tliis measure, suSer me to 
Bsk it of you as a last favor. She will richly compensate your 
trouble." 

Ttvo %~cry characteristic postscripts are appended to thtt 
letter. In the first, he commends to Mr. Alston's special re- 
g.ird, Frederic Prtnost, " Under the garb of coarse rustic- 
ity you will find, if you know him, refinement, wit, a delicate 
sense of propriety, the must inflexible iatrcpidily, incorruptt* 
ble integrity, and disinterestedness. I wish you could know 
him ; but it would be difficult, by reason of bis diffidence and 
great relnctancc to mingle with the world. It has been a 
source of extreme regret and mollification to me that be 
shonld be lost to society and to his friends. The case seema 
almost remediless, for, alas! lie is married/" 

The other postscript was as follows: "If you can pardon 

and indulge a folly, I would suggest that Madame , too 

well known under the name of Leonora, has claims on my 
recollection. She is now with her husband at St. Jago, of 
Cuba." 

Late at night Colonel Burr threw off his upper garments, 
lay down upon a couch in bts library, and, in a few minutes, 
was asleep. 

At daj break, next morning, John Swartwoat entered the 
room, and saw hia chief still lying on the couch, Wull as he 
knew Colonel Bnrr, he was astonished, upon approaching him, 
to discover that he was in a sound and tranquil slumber. Ha 
awoke the man who had better never ag:uti have opened his 
eyes npon the light of this world. Van Ness was soon ready. 
Matthew L. Davis and another fiiend or two arrived, and the 
party proceeded in silence to the river, ivhei'e a boat was in 
readiness. Burr, Van Ness, Davis, and another embarked, 
and the boat was rowed over the river toward Weehawken, 
the scene, in those days, of so many deadly encountci'S. 

Few of the present generation have stood upon the spot, 
which was formerly one of the places that strangers were sura 
lo visit on coming to the city, and which the events of thie 
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*]ay rendered Tur ever memorable. Two miles and a half 
above the city of HobokRii, the heights of Weohawken rise, 
ill the picturesque form so fumiliar to Sew Tarkcrs, to an el- 
evation of a hundred and fifty feat above the Hudson, TheBo 
heights are rocky, very sleep, and covereJ ivith pmall trees 
and tangled bushes. tJnder the heights, at a point half a mile 
from where they begin, there is, twenty feet above the water 
a gi'assy ledge or shelf^ about six feet wide, and eleven paces 
louEf. This was the fatal spot. Except that it is slightly en- 
cumbered with underbrush, it is, at this hour, precisely what 
it was on the 11th of July, 1804. There is an old cedar-tree 
at the side, a little out of range, which must have looked then 
very much as it does now. The large rocks which partly hem 
in the place are, of course, unchanged, except that they are 
decorated with the initials of former visitors. One large rock, 
breast-high, narrows the hollow in which Hamilton stood to 
four feet or less. 

Inaccessible to foot-passengers along the river, except at low 
tide, with no path down to it from the rocky heights above, 
uo roadence within sight on that side of the river, unless at a 
great distance, it is even now a singularly secluded scene. 
Bui fifty years ago, when no prophet had yet predicted Hobo- 
ken, that loraantio shore was a nearly unbroken solitude. A 
third of a mile below the dneling-ground there stood a little 
tavern, the occasional resort of excursionists ; where, too, du- 
eling parties not unfrcquently breakfasted before proceeding 
to the ground, and where they sometimes returned to invig- 
orate their restored friendship with the landlord's wine. A 
short distance above the ground, lived a fine-hearted old 
Captain, who, if he got scent of a duel, would rush to tho 
place, throw himself between the combatants, and never ^ve 
over persuading and threatening till he had established a 
peace or a truce between them. He was the owner of the 
ground, and spoke with authority. He never ceased to think 
that, if on this fatal morning, be had observed the approach 
ol the boats, he could have prevented the subsequent catas- 
trophe. 

But, for the very purpose of preventing euspicion, it had 
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been arranged that Colonel Bnrr^s boat should arnve 8om« 
time before the other. About half-past six, Burr and Van 
Ness landed, and leaving their boat a few yards down the 
river, ascended over the rocks to the appointed place. It waa 
a warm, bright, July morning. The sun looks down, directly 
after rising, upon the Weehawken heights, and it was for that 
reason that the two men removed their coats before the ar- 
r.val of the other party. There they stood carelessly break- 
ing away the branches of the underwood, and looking out 
upon as fair, as various, as animated, as beautiful a scene, as 
mortal eyes in this beautiful world ever behold. The haze- 
crowned city ; the bright, broad, flashing, tranquil river ; the 
long reach of waters, twelve miles or more, down to the Nar- 
rows ; the vessels at anchor in the harbor ; misty, blue Staten 
Island, swelling up in superb contour from the lower bay ; the 
verdant flowery heights around ; the opposite shore of the 
river, then dark with forest, or bright with sloping lawn ; and, 
to complete the picture, that remarkably picturesque promon- 
tory called Castle Point, that bends out far into the stream, a 
mile below Weehawken, and adds a peculiar beauty to the 
foreground; — all these combine to form a view, one glance 
at which ought to have sent shame and horror to the duelist's 
heart, that so much as the thought of closing a human being's 
eyes for ever on so much loveliness, had ever lived a moment 
in his bosom. 

Hamilton's boat was seen to approach. A few minutes be- 
fore seven it touched the rocks, and Hamilton and his second 
ascended. The principals and seconds exchanged the usual 
salutations, and the seconds proceeded immediately to make 
the usual preparations. They measured ten full paces ; then 
cast lots for the choice of position, and to decide who should 
give the word. The lot, in both cases, fell to General Hamil 
ton's second, who chose the trp^yer end of the ledge for his 
principal, which, at that hour of the day, could not have been 
the best, for the reason that the morning sun, and the flashing 
of the river, would both interfere with the sight. The pistols 
were then loaded, and the principals placed, Hamilton looking 
over the river toward the city, and Burr turned toward the 



aeiglita, under which Ihey stood. As Pendleton gave Uainil 
l.ori his pistol, hu naked, 

" Will you liave the hair-spring set?" 

"JVb( (/lis time," was the quiet reply. 

Pendlt-ton then explained to both principals the rules whioh 
had been agreed upon with regard to the filing; after tha 
word p-.-eseiit, they were to fiie as soon as they pleased. The 
seconds then withdrew to the nsiiiil distance. 

"Are yon ready," said Peiidieton. 

Both answered in the affirmative, A moment's pause en- 
sued. The word was given." Bnrr raised his pistol, took aim, 
and fii-ed. Hamilton sprang npon his toes with a convulsive 
movement, reeled a little toward the heights, at ivhich mo 
mcnt ha involuntarily discliarged bis pistol, and then fell for- 
ward headlong upon his face, and remained roolionlcss on the 
ground. His ball rustled among the branches, seven feet 
above the head of his antagonist, and four feet wide of him. 
Burr heard it, looked up, and saw where it had severed ft twig. 
Looking at Hamilton, he beheld him filling, and sprang toward 
him with an expression of pain upon his face. But at the re- 
jjort of the pistols. Dr. Hosaek, Mr. Davis, and the bontmao, 
hurried anxiously up the rocks to the scene of the duel ; and 
Van NesB, with presence of mind, seized Burr, shielded him 
from observation with an umbrella, and urged him down 
the steep to the boat. It was pushed off immediately, and 
rowed swiftly back to Richmond Hill, where Swartwout, with 
feelings that may be imagined, received his unhurt chief — a 
chief no more ! 

Mr. Pcndleion raised hia prostrate friend. Dr. Hosack 
found him sitting on the grass, supported in the arms of his 
aecond, with the ghastttnesa of death upon his countenance, 
" This is a mortal wound, doctor," he gasped ; and then sunk 
away into a swoon. The doctor stripped up his clothes, and 
saw at a glance that the ball, which had entered Ids right side, 
must have penetrated a mortal part. Scarcely expecting him 
to revive, they ujnveyed liim down among the large rucks, to 
)he shore, placed him tenderly in the boat, and set off for tha 
dty. The doctor now used the usual restoratives, and the 
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wounded man gradually revived. " He breathed," to quoto 
the doctor'^ words; "his eyes, hardly opened, wandered 
without fixing upon any ohject ; to our great joy, he at Icng^th 
ipoke. ' My vision is indistinct,' were bis fii-st words. Ilia 
pulse became more perceptible, his respiration more regular, hia 
■ight returned. Soon after recoveiing his sight, he happened 
to cast his eye upon the case of pistols, and observing the one 
that he had had in his hand lying on the ontside, he said, ' Tak« 
oare of that pistol ; it is undischarged and still cocked ; it may 
go off and do harm. Pendleton knows' (attempting to tam 
his head toward him) ' that I did not intend to fire at him,' 

"Then he lay tranquil till he saw that the boat was approach- 
ing the whai'f. He said, ' Let Mrs. Hamilton be immediately 
Bent for ; let the event be gradually broke to her, but give her 
hopes.' Looking up we ttaw his friend, Mr, Bayard, standing 
on the wharf in great agitation. He had been told by his ser- 
vant that General Hamilton, Mr. Pendleton, and myself bad 
crossed the river in a boat together, and too well he conjec- 
tured the fatal errand, and foreboded the dreadful result. 
Percdving, as we came nearer, that Mr. Pendleton and myself 
only sat up in the atern sheets, he clasped his hands together 
in the most violent apprehension ; but when I called to him 
to have a cot prepared, and he at the same moment aaw his 
poor fiiend lying in the bottom of the boat, he tlirew np hia 
eyes, and burst into a fiood of tears and lamont.-ttion. Hanui> 
ton nlono appeared tranquil and composed. We then con- 
veyed him as tenderly as possible up to-lhe house.* The dis- 
tress of his amiable family were such that, till the first shook 
had abated, they were ticareely able to summon forlitade 
OQongh to yield sufficient assistance to their dying friend.* " 

By nine in the morning the news began to be noised about 
in the city, A bulletin soon appeared on the board at the 
Tontine Cofiee House, and the pulse of the town stood sUU 
at the shocking intelligence. People started .ind turned pals 
as they read the brief announcement: 

'Hamillcn's town readeDCS was 53 Codor-street; Burr'^ 30 Faititke- 
■reet (now Fullon). Bu^ard'a house, to which Hamiltoo was taksi^ mf 
u Groonwidi, within half a milo of Hichniond HJIL 
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"Genkrai, Hamilton wab sbot bt Coloskl Bckk tbii 
uorntko in a duel. tue gfinedal is said to bb moktallt 

WOUSDED." 

Bulletins, honriy changed, kept tbe city in agitation. All 
the eii'ciimstancea of the catastroplie were told, and retold, 
Bud cxagqcrated at every corner. The thrilling scenes that 
were passing at the bedside of the dying man — tbe consulta- 
tions of the physicians — the anival of the stricken family — 
Mrs. Hamilton's overwhelming sorrow — the resignation and 
calm dignity of the illustrious sufferer — his broken slumbers 
during the night — the piteous spectacle of the seven children 
entering together the awful apartment — the single look the 
dying folher gave them before he closed his eyes — were all 
described with amplt 6 cations, and produced an impression thsl 
can only be imagined. He lingered thirty-one hours. The 
duel waa fought on Wednesday morning. At two o'clock, oa 
Thuraday afternoon, Hamilton died. 

A notice was immediately posted for a meeting of the mer- 
chants, at the TontineCoffee House, that evening ; when they 
resolved to close their stores on the day of the funeral, to 
order all the flags of the shipping at half mast, and to wear i 
crape for tliirly days. The bar met next morning, and agreed/..^ 
to go into mourning for six weeks. The military companlei, 
the students of Columbia College, the Tammany Society, the 
Cincinnati, the St. Andrew's Society, the General Society of 
Mechanics, the Corporation of the city, all passed resolution* 
of sorrow and condolence, and agreed to attend the funeral. 
On Saturday, the funeral took place. Business waa utterly 
suspended. The ooncourso in the streets was unprecedented. 
The cortege comprised all the magnates of the city, and nearly 
every body of men that had a corporate existence. The 
friends and partisans of Colonel Burr made it a point to teau 
ify, by their presenco in the procession, that they shared in the 
general respect for the fallen statesman, and in the gcnenJ 
Borrow at his untimely end. While the procession was mak- 
ing, the minute-guns of the artillery in the Park and at the 
Battery, were answered by minute guns from a British frigate, 
the ])ritisb packet, and two Picneh men-of-war that lay al 
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incbor in tlie harbor. For two hours, the booming of ao 
many guns deopened the melancholy of the oocasion. Gov- 
•■moi' Man-is, on .1 platform at Ti'iiiity Clmi'ch, pronounced a 
brief ciiIogiHm, which penetrated every heart ; for on the 
same platform (^tood the four sous of the dopaitcd, the eldest 
uxteen, the youngest, four. 

The newspapei-a, everywhere, broke into declaiaation upon 
these sad events, I suppose that the " poems," the " elegies," 
and the "lines," which they suggested would fill a duodecimo 
volume of the size usually appropriated to verse. In tlic chief 
cities, the character of the dei;0M8[?d was made the subject of 
foi-raal eulogiiun. The popular sympatliy was recorded indeli- 
bly upon tlie ever-forming map of the United States, which 
bears the name of Hamilton forty times repeated. 

Tlie funeral solemnities over, the public feeling took the 
character of iadignalion against the immediate author of »]1 
this sorrow and ruin. In a few days the correspondence was 
published, and from that hour Surr became, in the general 
estimation of the people, a name of horror. Those prelimi* 
nary lettei-s, read by a person ignorant of the foiincr history 
of the two men, are entirely damning to the memory of tlia 
challenger. They present Burr in the light of a revengeful 
demon, burning for an innocent victim's blood. Read aright 
— read by one who knows intimately what had gone before — 
read by one who is able to perceive that the moral quality of 
a duel is not affected by its results — read, too, in the light 
of half a century ago — and the challenge will be admitted 
to be as near an approach to a reasonable and inevitable 
action, as an action can be which is intrinsically wrong and 
absurd. But not so thought the half-informed public of 1804. 
They clamored for a victim. The coroner's jury shared in the 
feeling which was, for the moment, all but universal, and after 
ten or twelve days of investigation, brought in a verdict to 
the effect, that "Aaron Burr, Ksquire, Vice-President of the 
United States, was guilty of the murder of Alexander Uamil. 
ton, and that William P. Van Ness, and Nathaniel Pendleton 
were acoeasories," Mr. Davis and another gentleman, for re. 
fusing to tcsUfy, were committed to prison, The grand jury 
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• few days after, instructed the district attorr.ey to prosecute. 
The pnrtics implicated fled, !n nmazemcnt, raliier than terror, 
from th(!8(j uuf sampled proceedings. 

Need it be told th.it Choetham rose with the occasion, and 
surpassed iiiroself? The fables lie invented during tho mouth 
folbtving the duel bave not been excelled since the love of 
scandal was implanted in tlic heart of man. Three of Burr'a 
myrmidona, lie said, had sat day and night, ranaaclting news- 
pupcrs for the gi'ounda of a ohallenge, and bad borne Dr. 
Cooper's letter to their chief, cxiitling ! Buri', bo continued, 
had learned froin a paragraph in the ClironicU, published ten 
days before the duel, that a girl in England, who had been 
shot in the breast, had escaped imharmed from the bullet's 
striking upon a silk handkcrchier. Whereupon, says Cheet- 
ham, the valorous colonel orders a suit of silk clothes to fight in, 
and nent to tho iield in an impenetrable panoply of silk. No, 
replied the Cfironivle, his coat was of bnmbnziue, and his pant- 
aloons of cotton. Clieetham then ealled upon " the iugenioua 
and philosophical Peter Irving," to taviir the public with a 
disquiution upon the nature of bombaEine, and, meanwhile, 
informs ihcm that its woof is of silk, and its warp of mohair. 
A discussion on the fabric of the waistcoast runs through a 
tew numbers of each paper. Clieetham further averred that 
while Hamilton lay dying, surrounded by his ngoniied family. 
Burr sat at table with his myrmidons drinking wine, and jocu- 
larly npologining to them for not having shot his antagonist 
through the heart. Another of his invcntion.i was, that Colo- 
nel Burr had, tor three months, been at daily practice with 
the pistol, and had passed the morning of the 4th of July, 
before going to tho banquet of the Cincinnati, in shooting at 
a mark in the grounds of Richmond Hill. The truth was, 
that Colonel Burr was inexpert with the pistol from toaiU of 
practice. He was a fair shot, because he was fearless and 
self. possessed. A great shot be never was. 

Such vltnlity may there be in lies )tlanted at the right mo- 
ment in the right place, and in the right manner, that these 
foolish talcs have still a ceitain currency in the United Slates 
Many old Federalists and Clintonians beUeve them, and tlunk 
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A poem, designed foi 
months afler the duel. 



it ignornnce in one who does not. 
Hamilton's monument, written a fu 
speaks 

" Of pcraocutcd greatness, that provoked 
Thi! profticei aim of Infiany." 

All but the most devoted friends of Burr were overawed 
by the storm of popular indignation thus shamelessly slimo- 
lated. For two weeks, even the Chronicle was nearly silent 
Then a short series of avticlea appeared palliating and excus- 
ing Burr's conduct. A pamphlet, signed "Lysandcr," waa 
published in August, with the same object. There wan a 
alight reaction, after the first month ; and, gradually, a con- 
wderable nimiber of the extreme Republicans came to regard 
irith a certain complacency the man who had removed the 
great Federalist Irom the political field. In the F ar "West, 
and in some parts of the South, Burr gained a positive In- 
crease of populaijty by the duel. But in the Stales where 
his chief strength had lain, and from whioh he may h;ive 
hoped for future supporTagainst the Virginians, he sunk, to a 
deeper deep of unpopularity than any American citizen has 
reached since Benedict Arnold's treason amazed the strug- 
gling nation. 

This duel had the good effectof ronsang the publiomind of 
the free States to a sense of the exeorableness of the practice 
of dueling. CJenei'al C, C. Pinckney, Vico-Preaident of the 
CindnnMi, proposed to the New York division, than the so- 
dety should thencetbvth set their faces resolutely against the 
practice. The lefiisla^uie was memorialised for more string- 
ent laws upon the subject, and the clergy were besought to 
denounce the murderous custom from the pulpit. A large 
number of them did so, amon^ whom wns Samuel Spring, of 
Newburyport, Burr's college frieiid, and fellow-ad venturer at 
Quebec. Dr. Nott, then pastor of a Presbyterian church in 
Albany, now the venerable President of Union Oollege, made 
the fall of Hamilton the subject of a sermon, which ia ettU 
justly celebrated. As the strongest erpres»on of fecliii)r 
which the event elicited, I append here \tn (^jntludin^ pM 
■ages: 
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" Cuilly, absurd, and rash, aa dueling is, it Iiaa its atlvo- 
anlee. Anil had it not had its advocates — had not a strange 
preponderance of opinion been in favorof it, never, O lament- 
able /Ttrmi/fon / badst ihou thas fallen, in the midst of thy 
dnys, and before thou hadst reached the zenith of thy glory 1 

" O that I possessed the talent of eulogy, and that I might 
be permitted to indulge the tendernena of friendship in paying 
the last tribute to hia memory I O that I were capable of 
placing this great man before you ! Could I do this, I should 
furnish you with an argument, the most pruetical, tlio most 
plun, the most convincing, except that drawn fi-oni the mnn- 
dale of God, that was over furnished against dueling, that 
honid piactice, ivhich has in an awful moment robbed the 
world of siich exalted worth. • * • 

" I know he had his filings. I see on llie picture of hia 
life, a picture rendered awful by greatness, and luminous by 
virtue, some dark shades. On these let the tear that pities 
faamnn weakness full ; on these let the vail which covers human 
frailty rest. As a hero, as a statesman, as a patriot, be lived 
nobly : and wonld to God I could add, he nobly fell. 

'' Unwilling to admit his error in this respect, I go bock to 
the period of discussion. I see him rofllsiing the threatened 
interview. I imagine myself present in his chamber. Various 
reasons, for a time, seem to hold his determination in arrest. 
Various and moving objects pass before him, and speak a dis- 
suasive language. 

" His country, which may need his counsels to guide, and 
bis arm to defend, utters her velo. Tho partner of his youth, 
already covered with weeds, and whose tears flow down into 
her bosom, intercedes! His babes, stretching out their little 
hands and pointing to a weeping mother, with lisping elo> 
qiience, but eloquence which reaches a parent's heart, ory out, 
'Slay, stay, dear papa, and live for ual' In the mean time 
the specter of a fallen son, pale and ghastly, approaches, opens 
his bleeding bosom, and, as the harbinger of death, points to 
tho yawning tomb, and warns a hesitating &ther of tbe 
■sue. 

" Ue pauses. Reviews these sad objects : and leasona on 
IS 
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the subject. I admiro bis magnanimity. I approve his reA- 
Boning, nnd I wnic to hear him reject with indiguation the mur- 
derous pioposition, and to see him spurn from liia presence the 
presumptuous bearer of it. 

" But I wait in vain. It was a moment in whiuii liia great 
wisdom forsook him. A moment in nhieh JIamillon was not 
himself. 

"He )'ii?ldcd to the force of an imperious custom, and, 
yielding, he i»nerifiocd a life in which all Iiad an interest; — aud 
he is lost — lost to his family — lost to ns, 

* For this act, because he disclaimed it, and was penitent, X 
forgive him. But ihero are those whom I can not forgive. 

"I mean not liis nnlagonist, over whose erring steps, if 
there l>o tears in heaven, a pious mother looks down and 
weeps, ir he is capable of feeling, he suffers already all that 
humanity can suffer : siiffeiii, and, wherever he may fly, will 
niffer, with the poignnnt recollection of having taken the life 
of one who was too magnanimous in return to attempt hifl 
own. Had he but known this, it must have par-ilyeed liii 
arm while it pointed at so iucorniptiblu a bosom llio instru* 
ment of death. Does he know this noiv ? his heart, if it lis 

not adamant, must soften; if it be not ice, it must melt. > 

But on this article I forbear. Stained n'ith blood ns he is, M 
he be penitent I forgive him ; and if he be not, before these 
ftltars, where all of us ajipcnr ns suppliants, I nisli not to ex- 
Mte your vengeance, but rather, in behalf of an object ren- 
dered wretulied and pitiable by cHmc, to wake your prayerii. 
• * • * * » 

" Ah ! ye ti-agic shores of Hoboken, ciimsoned with the 
richest blood, I tremble at the ci'imes you record against us, 
the annuiil register of murders which you keep and send up 
to 6od ! Phice of inhuman cruelty I beyond tlie limits of 
reason, of duty, and of religion, where man assumes a more 
barbarous nature, nnd ceases to be man. What poignant, 
lingering sorrows do thy lawless combats occauon to survir- 
iug relatives! 

" Te who have hearts of pity, ye who havo experienced the 
anguish of dissolving fi'iendsbip, who have wept, and stiL 
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veeep, over the moldering ruins of departed kindred, yo can 
enter into thb reflection.'^ 

Not in vain did these words ring out with such emphasis 
from tliat Albany pulpit. The sermon was widely circulated 
and reached the national conscience. Since that day, no man, 
in the civilized States of this Union, has fought a duel without 
falling in the esteem of his countrymen. The custom is now 
abolished in those States, never to be revived. 

A few months after the duel, the St. Andrew's Societv of 
New York erected upon the spot where Hamilton, their presi- 
dent, fell, a marble monument, and surrounded it with an iron 
railing. For many years, while the monument stood, the 
place was visited by thousands of people in the course of 
every summer. It was never known by what irreverent 
hands the railing was first broken down, and the whole struct- 
ure gradually removed ; but, for thirty years past, no trace 
of the monument has existed on the ground which it com- 
memorated. The slab which bore the inscription was pre- 
served, until very recently, in an out-house of the mansion 
where resides the historical family who are proprietors of the 
spot. But, upon searching for it, two years ago, the steward 
of the estate discovered that even that last relic had disap- 
peared in the same mysterious manner as the rest. At pres- 
ent there is not so much as a path leading to the scene of the 
duel, and no one can find it, among those tangled and pre 
dpitious heights, without a guide. 
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TOUKG BURR AMONG THE GIBI^ IN GONNECnOUT. 

Among the family papers of a descendant of Jonathan 
Edwards there has been discovered, since the publication of 
this book, a letter, in the form of a diary, written by Aaron 
BmT to his sister when, at the age of eighteen, he was resid- 
ing in the fimily of Dr. Bellamy, at Bethlehem, Connectiout. 
Every sentence of it shows a characteristic touch. The reader 
will observe that Burr quotes the line : 

# 

** 0! fools, who think it solitnde to be alone.** 

In a letter, written to his daughter thirty years after, in 
view of the approaching duel with Hamilton, he employs the 
same quotation. See page 348. In 1804 beseems to have 
forgotten the name of the poet, whom he styled "some very 
wise man." When the following letter was written, Hamil* 
ton, a student of Columbia College in New York, seventeen 
years of age, was writing those essays upon the rights of the 
American Colonies, which laid the foundation of his fortunes. 
Burr and his young friends were equally agitated on the great 
subject — ^little as it would be inferred from this curious epistle : 

▲ABON BUBB TO HIS SISTER. 

BicTHLEHXif, January 17, 1774, ) 
Monday, P. M., 10 o'elook. ) 

Deab Sistbb : I arrived here without anything remarkable 
hap'ning to me, which is very extraordinary — ^however, the 
Fates never decreed that I should go any where, but some one 
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Bhould be the worse for it — as you well know by sad ex* 
perience. 

Riding soberly along, we overtook a young Gentleman and 
Lady on one Horse. Our appearance entirely engi-ossed their 
attention ; their Horse stumbled when they were least aware 
of it, and they both fell off— most unfortunately there hap'ned 
to be by the side of the Path a very deep guUcy, filled up with 
snow ; here fell the unhappy Victims ! The young Gentleman 
had the good Fortune to li^ht on his feet — not so the imhappy 
Nymph ! for falling backwards she was unable to help her- 
self—her head struck first, and she sunk in, up to her waist I 
Of miserabile Visit! 

When the little Spark saw his Mistress in this doleful Plight, 
awed by her appearance, he at first hesitated whether he 
should approach her ; but at length (with due deference to 
her situation) seized her by one foot, and after many a Sturdy 
Lugg, surpassing his pygmy size, disengaged her fVom her 
Downy Bed. 

When I first entered this House, "Hey ! (says Jones) what 
sent you here already." " Is Miss D. at Litchfield" — (says 
Mrs. Bellamy,) no (replied I) she went away last Fryday. 
" Now the Mystery is unravelled, well we did not expect you 
here again this Winter." Then in comes the Old Doctor, and 
between him, Mrs. Bellamy, Sam Jones and Betsey, I was 
mauled most thoroughly for nearly an hour, and so constant 
and clamorous were they, that had it been for my lile, I could 
not have had one syllabic in the conversation. " Ay, Silence 
gives consent — Silence gives consent," was the universal cry. 
"A guilty Conscience needs no accuser" — "Sec how he 
blushes!" What could I do? My tongue was of so little 
use that I seized it several Times, and had serious Thoughts 
of biting it off, and I often wished I had not a drop of Blood 
in my Bo ly, imlcss I could keep it in better Regulation. 

When supper came you'll see how I fared. You know I 
was up the greatest Part of last Night writing letters, and I 
ate so cnoiTuously at Supper and Breakfast that I had an ex- 
treme Pain in my stomach and was very drowsy. " Ah ! he's 
far gone — has no appetite — do mind thai sober Fiz !" I told 



I BUBB AltOTXQ THE CtBLS. 



307 



ibeiii I had a Piun in my BreiLBt. " Ay, the Heart-Ache I 
tiiip)>oso he mc3Da. La ! how pale the cliild looks— how jMjor 
he's grown ! I iinagino he had better go to llcil. I supposo 
he has elcjil nono this Fortnight." This last etrokc I did not 
at fii-st coiniirehcnd, but I tind they have no Idea of Courtsldp 
but as a ivoi'b of Partnesa. Whence all this came I shall ho 
hettcf ablo lo tell to-raorrow. 

Tdesday, o'clock A. Bt. — t)avid Bellamy, last Kight from 
N. Haven, saw Mr. Edwards, and informs mc that he and his 
company rode but 3 miles the night they Btavlcd from Litch- 
field. The same Person says they have as raucli snow in New 
Haven as here. Since this is tho case yow may look out for 
Fairfield Folks, if they have common sense and nny desire to 
see you. But should they come either fi-om F. F. or Stook- 
bridge, I shall expect immediate notice. 

Two o'clock, p. hi. — I was just now called down to Din- 
ner, when to my swprise I fotmd tho House full of Slinisters ; 
bowever, I sat down ; and the old Doctor began : " Why, Mr. 
Burr, you've lost your appetite." " Doctor," {cries tho old 
woman,) " it ia not fair to run your Riggs on Mr. Bnrr, before 
all these strangers; you'll make him blush; if he is in love, be 
can't help it." I could have bit her Head oITfor her Kind- 
ness, with a great Deal of Pleasure, Nevertheless, this was 
but a modest Preface to what followed. Somo proposed dit 
fercnt cures for love ; othcia would tell infillible signs of it, 
which tlioy took good care should !» all found iu mc. In 
Bhort, I was the sum and substance of the convoreation of ttds 
largo Reverend Assembly all Dinner Time, which Gcemed to 
me a little Eternity. At length the old woman {to sum up 
every odious character that ever disgraced humanity) told me 
I was in tho right of it to marry a rich wife if I could get one, 
and added she wi^cd bor sons would follow my example. 
Eveiy grain of spirit in me that had not been melted down by 
lh6 imiaerst! «of tidier ]iinA\ad afresh at this injurious charge, 
and i-cally I blackguarded the old woman with all the skill I 
was Master ->i'. They are excessively cautious to conceal from 
mo the A'ltior of these Reports, but I shall be as studious to 
diaeover :l. 



Weoitbsdat, 1 o'clock— A Beautiful Day.— Between H 
and 1 lost Dight, as I was (according to custom) anticipatuig 
the most perfect Happiness a few years more could possibly 
prodacc ; when no dark cloud appeared to obscure the pleas- 
ing Prospect ; when I sincerely exclaimed, with your admired 
Poet— 

" [ Tools, who think it loUtndo to be nloDC." 
— in this sweet, transptrtiug, though delusive moment, Jones 
gave a yoU, the most shrill and doleful that ever was uttered, 
followed by a gi-oan more di3tre3sing than I ever imagiaed 
could proceed from any one, tho' in the extremest Agonies of 
an cxpiiing Moment. I expected no other than to lind him 
cold; however, I ventured to shake him, he awoke in perfect 
Health, and told me tho cause of hia distress was the fol* 
lowing : 

Ho imagined himself preaching to a numerous audience, in 
the front of a veiy high Gallery. As it was Midsummer he 
felt very drowsy, and after repeatedly nodding went into a 
sound sleep and fell forward over tho Gallery, catching only 
by his Toes, and in this melancholy situation was ho, under a 
lively sense of hia heinous crime, viewing himself on the Bor- 
ders of Eternity, when I waked him ; but tho Doctor roars for 
me to Dinner. 

P.M., 2 o'clock. — Ihavejustbeenoverto the Tavern to buy 
candles; there I saw six slay-loads of Bucks & Bells, from 
Wood berry, and a happier compaoyi believe thcj'e never was; 
it really did mo good to look at them. They were drinking 
Cherry Rum when I entered the room, and I easily perceived 
that both Males and Females had enough to keep them in 
Spirits. The Females especially looked too inunensely good- 
natured to say no to anything. And I doubt not the ESeots 
of this Frolic will be very visible a few Months hence, 

Thuksdat, 11 o'clock, A. M. — I have at length found out 
the Author of these Reports about me, tho' there was vast 

Pains takon to conceal it from . My uncommon respect 

for the fair sex prevented me from having the least suspidon 
«f any one of them. However, much to my emprise, I find 
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tliat even among them some are imperfect. Sara went lately 
to epcnd an evening (.ir rather a night) with a certain Miss L. 
Marsh, at the Farms. She, among many other things, told 
Sam that Mr. Burr gallanted Miss D — about town every day, 
and sat up with her every other night ; tho' I had never the 
pleasure of seeing the above-mentioned lady, I really admire 
her invention. 

To^y several families in this place have sent for Mr. Mar- 
shall (the Episcopalian minister in Woodberry) to have a 
general christening, for they despaii' of ever having this office 
perfonned by Dr. Bellamy, as ihey are none of the moat 
scrupulous sort of folks — 'tia very probable this will be tbe 
means of raising a church-party in this place. 

P. M., 1 o'clock. — I have just foimd an opportunity to send 
you this scrawl — you will find it a curious pack of trumpery. 
But keep it to yotirself as you ever expect another line from 
your 

Very affectionate 

Bbotheb Bubo. 

Hie bearer will wait npoa you Ibr your commaoda to- 
mlorrow. 
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The Passions. 
" Amid the variety of literary pieces which have in all ages 
been ushered into the world, few, if any, afford greater satis- 
iaotion than those that treat of man. To persons of a speo- 
ulative nature and elegant taste, whoso bosoms glow with 
benevolence, such disquisitions are peculiarly delightfid. Tba 
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reasofn, indeed, is obvions; for what more necessary lo 1m 
learned and accurately understood? and, therefore, what more 
proper to engage the attention? Well may I say, witJi our 
ethic jKKSt, 

" Tho proper study of mflnkind is man.** 

" If we take a view of tho body only, which may be called 
tJie shell or external cnist, we shall perceive it to be formed 
with amazing nicety and art. How are we lost in wonder 
when wo behold all its component parts; when we behold 
them, although various and minute, and blended together al- 
most beyond conception, discharging their peculiar functions 
without the least confusion. All harmoniously conspiring to 
one grand end. 

"But when we take a survey of the more sublime parts of 
the human frame ; when we behold man's internal make and 
structure; hb mental faculties; his social propensities, and 
those active powers which set all in motion — the passions, — 
what an illustrious dispJny of consummate wisdom is presented 
to om* admiriug view ! 'What brighter mark — what stronger 
evidence need we of a God ? The scanty limits of a few 
minutes, to which I am confined, would not permit me, were 
I equal to the task, to enter into a particular examination of 
all man's internal powers. I shall therefore throw out a few 
thoughts on the passions only. 

"BLxn's mental powers, being in their nature sluggish and 
inactive, cannot put themselves in motion. The grand design 
then of the passions is to rouse them to action. These lively 
and \'igorous principles make us eager in the pursuit of those 
things that arc approved by the judgment; keep the mind 
intent upon proper objects, and at once awake to action all 
the powers of the soul. The passions give vivacity to all our 
operations, and render the enjoyments of life pleasing and 
agreeable. Without them, the scenes of the world would 
afiect us no more than the shadowy pictures of a morning 
dream. 

"Who can view tho works of nature, and the productionfl 
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of art, witlirut the most Biiblime and rapturous emotions? 
Wlio can view the miseries of otbers, wtthont being dia- 
Bolvoil into compassion? Who can read human nature, as 
represented in the histories of the world, without burning to 
chastise the perpetratoi-s of tyranny, or glowing to imitate the 
aasertors of fi-eedom ? But, were we of a sudden sti-ipped erf 
our passions, we shoulcl survey the works of nature and the 
praductions of ait with indifference and neglect. Wo should 
be unaffected with the calamities of others, deaf to the calls 
of pity, and dead to ail the feelings of humanity. Without 
generosity, benci'olence, or charity, man would be a grovelling, 
despicable creature. Without the passions, man would hardly 
rank above the beasts. 

"It ia a trito truth, that the passions have too much inflo- 
enco over our sentiments and opinions. It is the remark of a 
late author, that the actions and sentiments of men do as 
naturally follow the lead of the passions, as the effect does the 
cause. Hence they arc, by somo, aptly enough, termed the 
principles of action. Vicioiis desires will produce vicioos 
practices ; and men, by pennitting themselves to tliink of io- 
didging iri-egular passions, corrupt the understanding, which 
is the source of all virtue and morality. The passions, then, 
if properly regidated, aro the gentle gales wliich keep li& 
from stagnating; but, if let loose, the tempests which tear 
every thing before them. Too fatal observation will evince 
the truth of tliis. 

"Do we not fi-oqnently behold men of the most sprightly 
genius, by giving the reins to their passions, lost to society^ 
and reduced to the lowest ebb of misery and despair? Do 
wo not frequently behold persons of the most penetrating di» 
ccrnmcut and happy turn for polite literature, by mingling 
with the sons of sensuality and riot, blasted in the bloom of 
life? Such was the fate of the late celebiatod Duke of 
Wharton, Wilmot, carl of Rochester, and Villei-s, duke of 
Buckingham, three noblemen, as eminently distinguished by 
thcu" wit, taste, and knowledge, as for their extravagance, 
rcve'j-y, .Tod lawless passions. In such cases, the most cham^ 
iDg elocution, the tinest fancy, the brightest hlaza of genius, 
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and the noblest burst of thongbts, call for louder vengoaooe 
and damn them to lasting infoiny and ehame. 

"A greater ciirEe cannot, iiiilced, bc&ll community, than Bot 
piiucos and men in eminent departments to be under the io- 
fluence of ill-directed passions. Lo, Alexander and Ctesarilbe 
£iblcd heroes of antiqniiy, to what lengtbs did passion hurry 
ihem? Ambition, with look sublime, bade them on, bade 
them grasp at univci'sal dominion, and wade to empire throng 
seas of blood I But (ihy need I confine myself to Uicse ? 
Do not. provinces, plundered and laid waste with fii'e and 
Bword; do not nations, massacred and slaughtered by the 
bloody hand of war ; do not all these dreadful and astonisb- 
ing revolutions, recorded in the pages of history, show the 
Cital cfiects of lawless paa^ons? 

"K the happiness of others could not, yet surely onr own 
bappuiess should induce us to keep our passions within the 
bounds of reason ; for the passions, when unduly elevated, 
destroy the health, impair the mental faculties, sour the dis- 
position, imbitter life, and make us equally disagreeable to 
others and imeasy to oureelres. Is it not, then, of moment^ 
that our passions be duly balanced, their sallies confined within 
proper limits, and in no case suffered to transgress the bounds 
of reason? Will any one deny the importance of regulating 
the passions, when ho considei-s how powerful they arc, and 
that his own happiness, and perhaps the happiness of thoos- 
ands, depends upon it? The regulation of the passions is a 
matter of moment, and therefore we should be careful to fix 
them upon right objects, to confine them within proper bounds, 
and never permit them to exceed the limits assigned 1^ 
nature. It is the part of reason to soothe the passions, and 
to keep the soul in a plea^g serenity and calm : if reason 
rules, all is quiet, composed, and benign : if reason rales, all 
the passions, like a musical concert, arc in unison. In short, 
our passions, when moderate, are accompanied with a sraise 
of Stnesa and rectitude; but, when excessive, inflame the 
mind, and hurry ua on to action without due distinction of 
objects. 

"Among uncivilized nations, the passions do, in general| 
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exceed all rational bounds. Need we a proof of this? T^ 
UH ciiHt our eyes on the different savago triboa in the world, 
and we Bhall be immediately convinced that the passions rule 
without control. Happy it is, that in polished society, the 
passioDS, by early discipline, are so moderated as to be made 
subservient to the most important scrvicea. In this respect, 
seminaries of learning are of the utmost advantage, and aU 
tended with the most happy effects. Moreover, tbe passtona 
are attended with correspondent commolions in animal nature^ 
and therefore, the real temper will, of course, be discovered 
by the countenance, the gesture, and the voice. Here I might 
run into a pleasing enumeration of many instances of this; 
but, feaiing that I have already trespassed upon your patience, 
shall desist. Fcnnit me, however unusual, to close with a 
wish. May none of those unruly passions ever captivate any 
c£ my audience." 




BDHB AND CHEBTEBFIELD. 

Allusion is made (p. 63) to the influence of Lord Chester- 
field upon the forming character of Aaron Burr, It is a 
curious fact that the letters of Chesterfield to his son, wtiicb 
were published in England in 1774, were re-published in Bos- 
ton in 1779, in the midst of the Revolutionary War. They 
appeared in two du-idccimo volumes, price five dollars. Thia 
was, probably, the most costly woik published in America 
during the war; most of the other announcements in thenew^ 
papers being pamphlets and bi 



OF AABOir BDBB. 



THE JiODt OF GENERAI, MONTGOMEBT. 

The stoiy of Aaron Burr's bearing off the body ofGcneral 
Monlgoraei7 at Quebec (sec page 7G) having been called in 
question, I place here iho chief evidence on which the state- 
ment rests. That Burr himself was accustomed to tell the 
Btory is known to many persons still living, Mf, M. L, Davia 
informs ns that Col. Burr was iinwUliiig to have it told in his 
memoii-s tinless testimony corroborative of his oivn asscrtioa 
oonid be obtained. Consequently, the anecdote did not ap- 
pear ill that work. After ita publication, however, Mr, Davia 
obtained fiom Dr. Gardner Spring, the eminent clergyman 
and theologian of this city, a statement which places the truth 
of the story beyond doubt. Besides confii-ming Col. Burr's 
claim to the honor in question, Dr. Spring's letter has the 
additional value of showing us upon what ground an eminent 
clergyman and theologian, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-eight, could advise his father to 
shun an old friend, classmate, and comrade: namely, his hav- 
ing lost caste I 



■BSV. GAEDMEK BPEtNG TO U. L. DAVIS. 

Nxt* Took, Brick-ohurab Chapel. October 23, 1838. 

G. Spring's compliments to Mr. Da™, with a hasty reply 
to his note of yesterday. 

The facts in relation to my venerable father's interview with 
Colonel Burr ai'e just as I stated them to you at Saratoga. 
The last visit my father made mo, ho e.tpresscd a great anxie^ 
to Bee Colonel Burr. I objected, and told him Buit had loet 
taste, and it was reputable neither to him nor myself to call 
on him. 

For two or three days ho relinquished the design of makiDg 
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the call. But on an afternoon, just before he left ns, he said 
to nie, " My son, I must see Burr before I leave the city. I 
;/ent through the woods with him under Amold. I stood by 
Ids Fide on the Plains of Abram, and I have not seen him 
since the morning on which Montgomery fell. It was a heavy 
snow-storm. Montgomery had fallen. The British troops 
were advancing towards the dead body ; and little Burr was 
liastening from the fire of the enemy, up to his knees in snow, 
with Montgomery's body on his shoulders ! Do you wonder 
I wish to see him ?" 

I conducted my father to Col. Burr's office, and we subse- 
quently spent part of an evening together at my house in Beek- 
man street. My father was a volunteer chaplain imder Ar- 
nold, and, being friends at college, he and Burr were muoh 
together during that fearful campaign. 

6. Spbino. 



The Rev. Dr. Van Pelt informed me that Burr, on his 
death-bed, said that he was close to General Montgomery when 
he fell, and declared that if he had been in command, he would 
have gone on and taken Quebec. 



V. 



ABVOLD'9 EXPEDITION TO QUEBEC IN 1776. 

Wb have some further light upon this perilous and romantio 
expedition in the diary of a private, named James Melwin, 
which has been published for private circulation by a club of 
this city. The most interesting passages of this diary are the 
following: 
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Cambridge, Septbmbek 13, 177fi. 

This day teing Wednesday, marched from Cambridge, in 
Capt. Dearborn's* eompany, destined for Quebec, and woro to 
embark at Newburyport for Kennebec river. Wc lodged in 
Medfurd. 

Sept, 14. Received one month's pay, and marched toLyna; 
lodged al Porter's tavern. 

Sept. 10. Marched to Newburyport; the company were 
qmirtcved in a rope-walk. 

Sept. 17. Sunday — the detachment went to meeting. 

Sept. 18. P. M.— Embarked on board a schooner of sevcD- 
ty-five tons ; the whole were embarked in eleven vessels. 

Sept. 10. About 10 o'clock sailed out of the harbor, and 
stood on and off, waiting for one of the vessels tvhich got 
aground, and not getting of^ the men were put on board the 
other vessels, and we sailed in the allemoon, with a fair wind 
and pleasant weather; at night it grew thick and foggy, with 
rain, thunder, and Ughtnmg, and bio wed fresh. 

Sept. 20. In the morning, foggy and wet ; lay to part of 
the night ; at daybreak two of om- fleet were in sight, and we 
made sail and stood in for the shore. Blowed fresh — we made 
Seguin. 

Sept. 23, Airived at Fort Western. One James McCor- 
miok shot Sergeant Bishop. 

Sept. 25. McConnick was foond guilty. 

Sept. 26, lie was brought to the gallows and reprieved. 

Sept. 27. Got our provisions into batteaux, and went about 
four miles. 

Sept. 28. Proceeded up the river and found the water 
shoal, which caused a rapid current, and wo were obliged 
often to got out and wade, pulling the boat after us. 

Sept. 30. Arrived at Fort Halifax, where was the first car- 
rying place ; the land hero is better than that near the sea. 
We cairied over our batteaux and provisions ; the carrying 
place is opposite the fort. 

* AAtmrnrd MnJorQencrat and Secretary of Wu, 
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October, 1776. 

Oci'r 4. Went op to Bamazees Ripples, and caino to Nor- 
rigowalk. Tlie caniage-placo is altont a mile in length. We 
had o.xnn to haul over oin- provision. Our batteaux were 
caulked. We were now to take our leave of houses and set- 
tlcnienls, of which we saw no more, except one Indian wigwam, 
till we came among iho French, io Canada. 

Oct'r 0. Anivcd at the great carrying-pIacc, where was a 
log house built for the sick, 

Oct'r 10. Mr. Spring,* our chaplain, went to prayers; we 
went to the first pond, four miles from the river; it bio wed 
hard, and one of the men was killed by the falllog of a tree. 

Oct'r 11. Crossed the first pond about tbreo-quartere of a 
mile over; here ia plenty of fine trout. 

Oct'r 12. There was a log house built on the first carrying- 
place, between tbe first and second ponds. 

Oct'r 13. Crossed the eairying-place from this pond to an- 
other ; the carrying-placo is about one mile over. 

Oct'r 1 4. Crossed the pond about half a mile over, and got 
over the carrying-place about one and a half mile in length ; 
the woods arc cedar and hemlock. 

Oct'r 16. Crossed the third pond, about one and a half 
miles over. We got over the fourth carrying-place, four and 
a half miles in length ; part of the way over a boggy swamp, 
overgroivn with white moss and bushes, which seemed half 
withered; found it diflicidt getting over our batteaux and bar- 
rels, sinking knee deep in moss and mud. Wo launched onr 
batteaux into a small creek which enters the Dead river. 

Oct'r 17. Went eighteen miles up the Dead river. 

Oct'r 18. Overtook Col. Greenf and his party about twen- 
ty-five miles up Dead river ; had orders to put ourselves m s 
defensive condition. 

Oct'r 19. Had orders to march, and went about five mDes. 



* Fattier or IhoKcv. Gardner Spriog, D.D-.Poator of the Brick Cbcmb. 

f Tlio hero of Red Bank, vlio, irith h)i eommiuid, wore altenrard nor 
^r^ed and Diiirdcred by a patty of Uef ogco, near P'ute'a Bridge, Wart 
ebciter cuimty. May 13, USl. 



Ocl'r 20. Rained all last night and tliis day. 

Oct'i' 21. Marched through hideous woods and moantsim 
for the most part, but sometimes on the bonks of ihc river, 
which is very rapid. 

Oct'r 23. Captain HandshiJI and siity men went forward 
\Fith ten days' provision; about forty sick and wciik men 
went back with only two or thi-co days' provision. The river 
here is nanow and excessive rapid. 

Oct'r 27. Crossed the second carrymg-placc, lhrce-qaart«r» 
of a mile, then crossed second pond, then third cairyiug-place 
and third ixind, then fourth carrying-placo and fourili pond, 
and encamped. 

Oct'r 28. Came down Cbadeur rivor In a birch canoe, and 
went to fetch back a battcaii to carry the men across a river, 
but could not overtake them. Tlic company wcro ten miles, 
wading knee deep among alders, itc., the greatest part of the 
wuy, and came to a river which had overflown the kind. We 
stopped some time not knowing what to do, and at last were 
obliged to wade through it, the ground gi» ing way nndor ufl 
at every step. Wo got on a little knoll of land and wont tan 
miles, where we were obliged to stay, night coming on, and 
we wore all cold and wet ; one man fainted in tlio water with 
fatigue and cold, but was helped along. Wo had to wade 
into the water and chop doivn trees, fetch the wood ont of the 
water after dark to make a fire to Arj oui-sclvca ; however, at 
last we got a firo, and after eating a moutlidil of pork, laid 
ourselves down to sleep round the iirc, the water surrutinding 
ns closo to our heads; if it had rained hard it would have 
overflown the place we were in. Capt. Goodrich's company 
had only three-quarters of a pound of pork, each man, and a 
band of flour among the whole. Tbcy ordered the battean 
to proceed down the river with the flour, and when they came 
to the place above-mentioned, waded through. They came to 
the knoll of land bofora mentioned, and made a lire to dry 
themaeli'cs, being a'raost perished. Alter some time they 
marched, and found the difficulty increasing, being informed 
they must return the way they came ; being night, they camped 
on the digest spot they could find. 



) EXPEDITION TO QUEBEC. 



Z19 



Oct'i'29, BeingSunday; crossed .1 river after much filtigue 
and loss of time, iu a birch canoe, and tlicn waded to another 
river, about forty rods fiom the first, which wc crossed last 
night. I lay at a bark house, and this morning ivent in tho 
oanoo to ferry over the people over the two rivcra above men- 
tioned, leaving my provision behind, as did Captain Dearborn 
and the three other officcra. After wo got over these rivere, 
Captain Dearborn, steering hy a bad compass, went wrong 
about two miles, tho company following, and wo went back 
again, then went two or three miles to a little bark house, 
where I had left my provision, and on coming there found that 
our provision was stolen by Captain Morgan's* company. 
Goodrich's company came to the lower end of ChaJcur pond 
expecting to find their batteau with tho flour, but were dis- 
appointed. 

Oct'r 30. I set out in a birch bark canoe with Captain 
Dearborn and Captain Ayrcs. Wo proceeded to tho lower 
end of the pond, where Captain Dearborn left the canoe, and 
Captain Ayres and I proceeded down Chadeur river, about 
ihico miles, and came to a riply place, which was very 
dangerous, the rocks standing up all over the river. Here a, 
batteau was stove, with four men, and one roan drowned, 
named George Innis. I got safe donu this place, and from 
bad to worse; proceeded till night, and encamped with the 
company. Goodrich's company set out early, though on 
empty stomachs, and marched about ten miles in hopes to 
overtake their batteau with tho flour, but coming to a small 
crock, they found an advertisement set up, infoiining tbem 
that their battcan was stove and the flour lost, and tho men 
with difliculty having saved their ilvos. This was melancholy 
news to them, having eaten scarcely anything for several days, 
and having waded through ice and water, and were a great 
way from any Inhabitants, and knew not how fiir it was. They 
Dgrecd to part, and tho heartiest to push forward as Eist as 
*iiey could. 

Oct'r 31. This day I took my pack and went by land, all 

• Tho tew of llie "Cowpest." 
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tlie wny, to mhabitante. I was not well, havltig the flnx. 
We irent twenty-one miles. Goodrich's company marched 
three milca and were overtaken by Captain Smith, who in- 
formed them that Captain Goodrich had left two qaartei-s of a 
dog for them. They stopped and sent for the meat, bat the 
men returned withont finding it; however, some of them 
HUed another dog* which belonged to us, which probably 
Bared some of their lives. Captain Ward's company killed 
uiother dog. 



NoVElTEEn, IV 75. 

Nov'r 1. ConUnued wnwell; this day I eat tho last of my 
provision; I kept with the company, and wo went twenty 

Nov'r 2. Traveled four miles ; I shot a small bird called a 
Kedec, and a squirrel, which I lived upon tlus day. About 
DOOQ we met some Frenchmen with cattle for our army, and 
some meal in a canoe. I had a sm.ill piece of meat and bread 
given me; yesterday my messmates gave away victuals to 
strangers but refused me, though they knew I had mine stolen 
from me. This evening, to our great joy, we arrived at the 
first Fi-onch house, whore was provisions ready for us. Tho 
first victuals I got was some boiled rice, which I bought of 
the Indians, giving one shiUiog and four pence for about a pint 
and a half. Here we were joined by about seventy or eighty 
Indians, all finely ornamented in their way with broaches, 
bracelet^ and other trinkets, and their faces panted. I bad 
gone barefoot these two or three days, and wore my feet sore. 

Nov'r 5. Simday — marched about twelve miles. Oar 
Colonel went fonvard and got beef killed for us every ten or 
twelve miles, and served us potatoes instead of bread. I stood 

* Thii dog belongod to Captain Dearborn, and was a great brorite. 
" My dog was vtrj large and n great favorite. I gnve bira up to levenl 
of Captain Goodriob's eoiopniiy. Tliey earrii^d liim to tbeir companj. nod 
killci] and divided Uim nmoug tboso who nerc sutferiag moat levercly tritl) 
hunger Tlicy att< every part of Lim, not czoepting his entrniU." — Lat^ 
»t Gat. Dearborn tc (Ac Rev. Wiiliam AiUa. 
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scntrr o\'er one Flood, n-ho was whipped for stealing CaptAin 
Dearborn's pocket book. This was at St. Mary's. 

Nov'r 0. Marched twculy miles ; very bad traveling, as it 
was all the way to Quebec. Twelve miles is'as through 
woods, in iho night, mid leg in mud and snow. I tniTcIod 
the whole day without eating, and could not get any house to 
lay in, but lodged in a barn all night. 

Nov'r ". Marched fifteen miles ; snowed all day. My 
money being gone I could got nothing to cat till night, when 
there was an ox killed. 

Nov'r 8. Marched six miles and came to Point Levi, on the 
rivev St. Lawrence, opposite Quebec. 

Nov'r 9. Our people took a prisoner, who was a midship- 
man.* Continued at Point Levi ; kept guard along the liver 
side, making scaling ladders and collecting canoes to cross the 
river ; the enemy having broken all the boats they could find. 

Nov'r 13. In the evening crossed St. Lawrence at the mill 
above Point Levi, and landed at Wolfe's cove. I went back 
twice to fetch over the people, and stayed till day. The town 
was alarmed by otir Colonel firing at a boat on the river. We 
went to Slajor Caldwell's house, about two miles from the 
city, whore wo were quartei^ed ; a whole company having only 
one small room. 

Nov'r 14. One of our sentries was taken by the enemy, 
which alaiTDcd us ; wo expected they were como to give us 
battle, and the whole detachment marched within musket 



* "The boat loon atrncb (be bnal;, and a midibipman, a lad named 
UoKenlic, trollicr to llie captain of the frigntc, aprnng nahorc. Tlio tide 
el'bing at tlic timo, tbc boat's crcir ircrc ordered to Biiovc off, and to go 
biglicr up to n deeper laading-plnoe. Wbiic ubejiDg thiii order they dia- 
oovercd tJio Amenoaiis on the tiaok above, and immediately pulled off 
•bore, leaving their officer to liia bttn. Moi^nii, frustrated in thodcaign 
bo bod fonncd to surpriee and captaro the boat's cren, dott opened a fire 
upon Uiem. Tho midsbipmnn. eotn pre bending at once bis lituntion. . 
planged into the river, in Ihc bopc to regain bii boat ; but being deurted 
by tbo boat's ereir. wiio pnlicd out still furllior from tbo reach of danger, 
ind iioti<uii([ the balli ohicb nov etruak the water aranad liim in fearful 
proximity to liia head, he turned toward the shore, and otherwise mgniSed 
hti viUingneu to surrender." — Li/i oj Gen. Morgan, p. li. 
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shot of the walls, but saw none to oppose ns ; bat when we 
were turned to go back they fired several cannon shots at ns 
without doing any damage. 

Nov'r 19. I was employed all the fore part of last night in 
butcLering for the army, and about four in the morning got 
on our march and went to Point aux Trembles, about twenty- 
six miles above Quebec. Wo kept guard at the river 
Caroche. 



December^ 1775. 

DecV 5. ITie detachment marched on their way to Quebec 
We were quartered in a nunnery, near the town, but it was 
wanted for a hospital, and we went over the river St. Charles, 
where we continued. 

Dec'r 10. Sunday. — Busy making scaling ladders, &c 

Dec'r 25. Had orders to give our opinion whether to scale 
or not. 

Dec'r 26. Turned out to storm the town, but it was too 
light. 

Dcc'r 31. Sunday. — About four in the morning, were mus- 
tered ill order to stonn the town ; it snowed and stonned and 
was very dark. Our company had not timely notice of the 
attack, which occasioned us to bo too late, for when the filing 
began wc had a mile and a half to march. We made all pos- 
sible haste, and met Colonel Arnold going back wounded. I 
was on guard in St. Roque that night, and went forward with 
the main body, and was not with the company. The company 
went beyond Palace Gate, the enemy firing briskly at them 
fi'om the walls, and killed two or three. The enemy sallied 
out, and they sun-endered, as did all the detachment, except 
some few who made their escape. We were put into a raon* 
astery, among the friars ; at night we had some biscuit dis- 
tributed among us. 

January, 1776. — ^Prisoner in Quebec. 
Jan'y 1, We had a straw bed between two, and a blanket 
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each ra;iii, served to us. Wo had Eome porter given na. 
Snoweil ill tlie morning. 

Jan'y 3. Wc ircrc ordered to ^ve » list of our names, ago, 
ivhero vrc wcro bom, and what rcgunont wo belonged to. 
Snowed in the tnoniing. 

Jan'y 4. All the old countrymen were called into au other 
room and exnmbicd. Snowed in the morning. 

Jan'y 5. Tiicy were called for again, and made to take 
arms for (he king until the 3Ist May. 

Jan'y 0. Very dark weather and snowed. Some more 
taken ivith tlio small pox, and wo expect it will ho a general 
disorder, for wc are very thick, nasty, and lousy. Our living 
ia salt poik, biscuit, rice, and butter, and a sufficiency allowed 
if wc were not checked in our weight, by one Dewey, who ia 
appointed our qiiai'termastcr-scrgeant, to deal out our provi 
eion ; and inateiid of being our friend, proves our greatest 
enemy, dcfrriiiding us ofgroat part of our provision. Weliavo 
not above tliros ounces of pork a day, and not half-pint of rico 
and tv.-o bbc;iit.= aday. 

Jan'y 1 0. Fair, liut csccssivc cold. I went to the hospital, 
having the email pox. 

Jan'y 13. Cloudy and cold; several taken with the small 
pox; went to the hospital ; some of our icon's clothes brought 
into toi™ from our anny, but none for onr company. I am 
now got almost well, having had tbo email pox lightly. A 
Frenchman being at the point of death, tJio nuns came and 
read over Mm, afterward the priest came in, then they fetched 
in a table, covered with a white cloth, and lighted two jsax 
candles, about three feet long, and set them on the table. 
The priest put on n while robe over his other gai-monts, and 
the nuns kneeled down, and the priest stood and read a sen- 
tence, .ind then the nuns a sentence^ and eo they went on soma 
time; then llio priest prayed by himself ; then the nuns, and 
then the priest ngtiin ; then tbcy read altogether a spell, and 
finally tlio priest alone ; then the priest stroked the man's fitce, 
and then ihcy took away their candles and tables, &c., and 
tlie man died. 

Jan'y 20. Dewey complained of fifteen of our men who 
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had agreed to fight their waj out ; two of them were put m 
irons. 

Jan'j 2 1 . Cloudy and cold ; cleared in the afternoon. We 
were ordered to make a return of all the tradesmen among us. 
About this time two of our company, who were listed into the 
king's service, made their escape out of town. This day I 
came out of the hospital. 

Jan'7 31. The time seems very long; no employment. 
Nothing heard or seen but playing at cards, swearing, and 
some playing away all their allowance of victuals ; some em- 
ploy thejnselves in making wooden spoons, little boxes, &04 
cloudy. 



Febbuaby, 111Q. 

FeVy 10. An excessive bad snow storm; some sentries 
firoze dead. 

Feb'y 15. Clear weather. One of our men named Parrot, 
put in irons for calling one of the emigrants a tory. Our army 
opened a battery. 

Feb'y 10. All the old countrymen brought into prison 
again, because six of them deserted last night. 

Feb'y 24. Various reports concerning us ; some say we 
shall be sent to England and sold as slaves to some island ; 
others say that we shall be sent to Boston and exchanged ; 
others say that we shall certainly be hanged ; but we are in 
hopes that our people will release us by taking the town. 

Mabch, 1776. 

March 1. — Clear and cold; one Brown put in irons for 
answering one of the sentries who abused him. 

March 13. — ^We were removed to the goal, near St. John's 
gate, which is bomb-proof. Here we have the liberty of a 
yard of about a quarter of an acre. 

March 17. Sunday, pleasant weather. The guard set over 

18 are old Frenchmen and boys, who are very saucy, telling 
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as wo shall be hanged ; pointing thoir bayonets at ns ; threat- 
ening tc shoot na for opening a window, or any snth trifle. 

March 21. Clear and cold. The French guard of boys snd 
old men ara vt'ry sanoy — throatemng us daily. 

March 26. Last night one of our men cscaiwd out of goal 
and got clear. About this time a plan was laid for our en- 
largement, and wo prepared to break out and make our 
escape, by sdzing the guard. Clear and cold. 

March 31. Sunday. Snowed; our scheme found out; the 
sentry hearing some noise in the cellar, search was made, and 
some suspicion raised which might have passed off had not 
one of onr men, John Hall, discovered the whole afihir, and 
aU the sergeants and corporals were put in irons. 



APEit, 1776. 

April 1. Fair weather. This morning tha guard trailed 
ont and fired some time before the goal ; then the alann bell 
rang, and the cannon on the walls were fired in order to draw 
our army near the walls that they might cut them off with 
grape shot. This day wo were almost all in irons, 

April 3. Canonading on both sides. Our army are erect- 
ing a battery at Point Levi. Cloudy, and rained in the after- 
noon. 

April 14. Sunday. Major McKenzie came in and took 
Captain Morgan's company out of irons. Clear in the morn- 
ing; cloudy almost all day. 

April 15. Tliis day the Yorkers' time was out, and they 
wanted to go home, but were compelled to stay, 

April 17. Had a week's allowance of fresh beef, which 
had been killed three or four months, of which they boasted 
much, telling ub it was more than our army could get. Windy 
and cold. 

April 22 The time seems long; all in irons; though most 
of us pull them off at night. I never lay but two nights with 
them on. 

April 28. Some of onr officers nied to make their escape^ 
bat were discovered and pat in irons. Fair weather. 



380 life of aaron bubb. 

May, 1776- 

May 6. Pleasant About Bnnrise the town was alarmed, 
and three ships came up^ landed some troops, and sailed up 
the river. The troops marched out at noon, and our army 
retreated, leaving a few sick men behind them, who were 
brought into town.* 

May 7. Gen. Carleton came in and ordered our irons to be 
taken off. Pleasant day. 

May 10. Two riflemen were taken out of goal; wo don't 
know on what terms. Same day, two Jersey dumpling eaters 
were brought in ; they were found among the bushes, not hav- 
ing tried to make their escape, being too heavy laden with 
dumplings and pork, a knapsack full of dumplings, and a 
quantity of flour. Fair in the morning ; rained at night. 

May 27. Ten ships arrived with troops. 

June, 1776. 

June 1 . The Brunswickers arrived ; said to be six thousand. 

June 4. A royal salute fired, being the king's birth-day. 
Cloudy. 

June 5. Pleasant weather. Gov. Carleton came in to us 
and offered to send us home on condition not to bear arms 
again. 

June 8. Fair weather. Hear that there are three thousand 
of our men at Sartigan. 

June 9. Fair weather. Sunday. Hear that they landed 
three thousand men, and our army defeated them. 

June 10. Fair weather. Hear that two thousand of our 
men were surrounded and taken. 

June 13. Fair weather. Hear they have taken two hum- 

♦ General Thomas, who was appointed to succeed Montgomery, arrived 
€irly in May ; but Carleton having received reinforcements under Bnr- 
goyue, the Americans were obliged to make a hasty retreat, leaving their 
•tores and sick behind. The latter were kindly treated, and finally seat 
home. — Lossinrr's Field Book of the Revolution^ vol. i. p, 202. 
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ared of our men, who are to be sent to HalUax. Heard that 

our tncD had Bunk the Commodore. 

June 17. Fair weathei'. Hear that our army have killed 
md taken four thousand Dutchmen. 

June 19. A thunder storm, with hail stones as big as 2 0& 
balls; a yoimg woman was killed by the lightning. 

Juno 23. Sunday. Fair weather. Hear that our men 
drove the king's troops. 

June 24. Fair. Hear that our anny have retreated ont ot 
Canada. 

June 25. Fair weather. Hear that they have bron^rt 
three hmidrcd Jerecy blues, prisoners, to town, 

June 20. Fair weather. Hear that peace is proclaimed; 
also, that they have killed four thousand of our men and taken 
ten thousand, and that General Washington is killed. 

June 30. Sunday, Wo hear there is a Fi-ench fleet come 
in at Philadelphia, of seventy sail. Two ships came np to 
Quebec 



Jtn,Y, 1776. 

July 4, Fair weather. We hear that they are waiting fiw 
some officers that they have taken, to come hei'c, and then we 
shall bo exchanged. Two prisonci-s brought in. Thunder at 
night. 

July 5. Rainy mom; clear ailemoon. One of our meu 
was so indbcreet as to pull out one of the ii-on bars, ia sight 
of the sentry. When ho was relieved ho fetched the officer o4 
the guard and showed him what had been done, and search 
being made, sonic more were found out, which caused much 
suspicion of us all. The prisoners brought in last night in< 
form us that the Indians scalped many of onr soldiers, some 
of them alive; but that Genera! Garleton, to bis great honor, 
baa refused to pay these murdering fiends for any more scalps, 
but will pay them the same reward tor every prisoner. 

July C. Fail- weather. Saw three ships working in. The 
man who pulled out the grate was informed of, so that V9 
hope it will have no ill effect. 
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July 7. Sunday. Some abowcra in the morning. The rasa 
who pulled out the grato beat the man who informed of him, 
and he complained to the Provost. We hear that thoy have 
sent an express to the Governor, informing him we have made 
another attempt to break out; we have also a repoit that our 
officers had attempted to set the place they were confined m 
on file. This, as well as many move reports, are not worth 
belief. 

July 11. Fine morning; rained in the afternoon and nigbt. 
Hear that Col, McLane is taken, and two thousand of their 
men, crossbg the lake, and that there is a French tlect coming 
heie. We also hear that the German troops are to retain 
home. 

July 12. Raiued almost all day. Hear that we are to sul 
for Xew York iu less than ten days. 

July 14. Sunday. Fair weather. We hear we are to em- 
bark to-morrow. 

July 13, Fair and moderate. Hear the Governor is ei- 
pected in town soon, and then it will be known what will be 
done with us. 

July 17. Showery cold. We have bread served to us, in- 
stead of our allowance of butter. 

July 18. Fail' and temperate. Hear that Col. McLane is 
ootne to town, and that the Governor is expected every 
minute. 

July 10, Cloudy and cold; the weather b so cold that the 
Canadians do not expect a good crop of com. It is bo cold 
as to wear a great coat. Wo hear that Col. McLane says we 
shall not be sent home. 

July 20. Fair weather, Connor, one of thte prisoners who 
came into goal last, was t.iken and put in some place of con- 
finement, and, aa we suppose, put in irons for talking im- 
pertineclly to the Captain of the I'rovost guard. 

July 21, Rainy weather, with thunder. Hear that wo are 
to go home very soon; heard from our officers, who gave ns 
eocouragement. We have also a report that Ibo French, 
Spaniards and Pmssiana are at war with Great Britain, and 
that there is a large fleet ia the hay of St. Lawrence. 
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Jnly 22. Fair weather. Saw a ship sail out. This aAer- 
uoon the Governor arrived from the army, and was saluted 
with fifteen guns. This gives us hope that wo shall be sent 
home. 

July 23. Cloudy morning; fair all day. One of our com- 
pany is out of his right mind. 

July 24. Rainy weather for part of the day. We hear we 
are to be sent to Montreal and oschanged. 

July 25. Fair. Hear wc are not to go home. 

July 20. Some rain. We hear that the Governor has Ecnt 
to let our officers know that within three days he will appoint 
a day when to send ub home. Saw a brig and a ship come in. 

July 27. Fair weather. We hear that the Governor lias 
let our officers know that he will send us home on the 4th or 
fith of August. This day we saw the French priest going to 
visit a sick person. He was attended by about twenty people, 
as follows: lirst a man goes ringing a little hand bell, then 
two men or boya, carrj-ing two lanterns, with lighted candles 
on poles, about ten feet long; then comes the priest, imder a 
canopy, supported by two men; it is like the teoster of a bed. 
The priest is dressed in white linen robes over his black 
clothes, and things as heavy as boards tied to his knees, and 
hang dangling and knocking against his shins. They have 
crosses on these two things. After the priest follow the 
friends and children of the sick person, and any others that 
happen to be going that way who think they are doing good 
to join in with the rest. Every one that hears the bell ia 
obliged to kneel down while they pass by. The priest has a 
great cross npon his breast, and a string of wooden heads 
hanging by his side. The people all have these beads when 
they go to church, to help them remember their prayers. 
They also use the same ceremony when they go to a burying, 
and have choristers singing before the corpse. 

July 28. Fair weather. This day, Mr. Murray, barraok 
master, came in and told us we wcro to sail in a week. W« 
now begin to believe there is something in it, though we havo 
had BO many different reports that we can scarce believe any 
thing we hear. We ore all to have a shirt a piece ^ven as. 
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July 29. Rainy weather. Sias, the man who is out of his 
senses, grows worse, talking of killing some of the people, Sse, 

July 31. Fair weather. We hear a report that our army 
has reentered Canada and retaken Fort St. Johns. We have 
been seven months in prison to-day. 



August, 1776. 

August 2. Fair weather. The news to-day is, that our 
people have wounded the German General mortally, and 
taken five hundred prisoners at Lake Champlain. We have 
tt confirmed that we are to go on board the vessel on Sunday 
tiext. 

August 3. Fair weather. Hear that our sick men, at the 
hospital, are to go on board this evening. We expect to go 
to4norrow morning. 

August 4. Sunday. Fair weather. 

August 5. Fair weather. This afternoon we have each of 
us a shirt ^ven to us, and thirty-five of our men were sent on 
board, after signing the paper. 
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rSOM THE COBBESPONDENCE BETWEEN AABON BUER AHD 

HIS WIFE. 

Mrs. Bubr to Aabon Bubb. — Albany^ March 25, 1783. 
" Some think absence tends to increase affection ; the greater 
part that it wears it away. I believe neither, but that it only 
tends to prove how fitr the heart is capable of loving; ox 
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ratliof, wbother it is real or imaginary. Wben the latter, 
every olijcct ihat amuses, blots out the idea of the nbscnt; we 
find that thoy are not so necessary to onr happiness as 
■we h;id fancied. Bnt, when that love is real, what can amuse, 
what engage the mind, to bauish, for a single instant, the ob- 
ject of its delight? It hates every necessity that wrests it an 
instant fiom the contemplation of its beauties; its virtuofl 
are ever presenting themselves to increr.so our regret, and 
Bnggest iinmmerablo fears for its safety. Such have been the 
occupations of this day. I tremble at every noise; new ap. 
prehensions are ever alarming me. Every tender sensation is 
awake to thee." 

Mhs. BPltlt TO Aabos Bdrk. — Albany, August 14, 1783. 
" How unfortunate, my dearest Aaron, is our ])rcBcnt separa- 
tion. I never shall have resolution to consent to another. 
Wo are certainly formed of different materials; and our un- 
dertakings must coincide with them. 

" A few hours after I wi-ote you by Colonel Lewis, our sweet 
infant was taken ill, very ill. My mind and spirits have been 
on iho raek from that moment to this. \\'heu she sleeps, I 
watch anxiously ; when she wakes, anxious fears accompany 
every motion. I talked of my love towards her, but I knew 
it not till put to this unhappy test. 1 know not whether to 
^ve her medicine or withhold it: doubt and tenor are the 
only sensations of which I am sensible. She has slept better 
last night, and appears more lively this morning than since 
her Qlness. This has induced mc to postpone an express to 
you, which I have had in readiness since yesterday. If this 
meets you, I need not dwell upon my wish. 

" I will only put an injunction on your riding so fast, or u 
iho heat, or dew. Remember your presence is to support, to 
console yonr Theo,, perhaps to i-ejoico with her at the i-estora- 
tion of our much-loved child. Let us encourage this hope; 
encourage it, at least, till you see me, which I flatter myself will 
be before this can roach you. Some kind spirit will whisper 
to my Aaron how much his tender attention is wanted to sup- 
port his Theo.; how much his love it necessary to give her that 
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fortitude, that resolaCion, which nature has denied her bat 
throagh his medium, Adiea. Theodosia." 

Mrs. Burr to Aaron Bckk. — New YotIc, March 22, 1784. 
" My Aaron scarce cjiutted the door when I regretted my pa»- 
sivcness. Why did I consent to his dopartui-e ? Can interest 
repay the sacrifice ? can aught on earth compensato for his 
presence? Why did I hesitate to decide? Ten thousand 
fears await me. What thought suggested my asaenl? The 
anxiety ho might suffer were he to meet with obstacles to 
raising the sum required; should his Tiews be frustrated for 
want of the precaution this journey might BCcnre ; his morti- 
fication ; mine, at not having the power to relieve him, were 
arguments that silenced my longing wish to hold him near 
me ; near mo forever. My Aaron, dark is the hour that separ- 
ates my Goiil fi'om itself. 

"Thns pensive, surrounded with gloom, thy Theo. sat, be- 
wailing thy departure. Every breath of wind whistled terror ; 
every noise at the door was mingled n-ith hope of thy i-ettim, 
and fear of ihy perseverance, when Brown arrived with the 
word — embarked — the wind high, the water rough. Heaven 
protect my Aaron ; preserve him, restore him to his adoring 
mistress, A tedious hour elapsed, when our son was the joy- 
ful messenger of thy safe landmg at Paulus Hook. Stiff with 
cold, how must his papa have Cired? Yet, grateful for his 
safety, I blessed my God. I envied the ground which bore 
my pilgrim. I pursued each footstep. Love engrossed hia 
mind; hia last adieu to Bartow was the most persuasive 
token — ' Wait till I reach the opposite shore, that you njay 
bear the glad tidings to your trembling mother." O, Aaron, 
how I thank thee I Love in all its delirium hovers about me ; 
like opiiuu, it lulls me to soil repose 1 Sweet serenity speaks, 
'tis my Aaron's spirit presides. Surrounding objects obeok 
my visionary oharm, I fly to my room and give the day to 



AutON BtTBB TO Mas. BuBB. — Albany, October 20, 1781. 
"Mr. WattB this instant ac^nunts me that be is juet eettutg 
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off for New York. I run from court to waft you a memorau- 
dum of affection, I have been remarkably well ; was fortun- 
ate in my journey. The trial of Livingston and Hoffinan ta 
now arguing. It began on Thursday of last week, and will 
not conclude till to-night. Ko oiber baeiness has been or will 
be done this tenn. All this cursed long absence for nothing. 

" I can not leave this till Sunday or Monday. Then to 
Westchester Court. The return to joy and Thco. cannot be 
till Tiiursday or Friday, and that depending on my buainesB 
in Westchester. Miss Yates is on her passage to New York 
to spend eight or ten days. 

" 1 read your memorandum ten times a day, and observed 
it as religiously as ever monk did his devotion. Yesterday I 
burnt it. To me it seemed like sacrilege. 

" I fear I did not caution you enough against sleeping in 
the new house. For Heaven's sake (or rather for my sake,) 
don't think of it till I come and judge. I left you an im- 
mensity of trouble, which I fear has not promoted your health. 
Kiss our dear little flock for me. Adieu." 

AinoN BuEE TO Mbs. Bdbb. — Philadelphia, April, 1785. 
" I shall be released on Tuesday evening, which will pennit 
me to see thee on Thursday moraing. J>ir. Colt will inform 
yoa about everything. Unfortunately, a gentleman with 
whom part of our business is has left town. K he should re- 
turn to-morrow moiTung, I shall be the happiest of swaJns on 
Wednesday morning. I am very minute in these calcidations, 
because I make them very often. Does Theodosia employ 
herself ever in the same way ? 

" I have been to twenty places to find something to please 
you, but can see nothing that answers my wishes ; you will 
therefore, I fear, only receive your affectionate A. Bper." 

Mrs. Bcee to Aakon Bphk. — New York, April, Saturday, 
1785. " I persuade myself this is the last day you spend in 
Philadelphia; that to-morrow's stage will bring you to 
Elizivbethtown ; that Tuesday morning you will break^t 
witb those who pass the tedious hours regretting your ftb> 
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eence, and coimting time lUl you return. Even little TheOi. 
pives cp her place on mamma's lap to tell dear papa — ' cotne 
home.' Tell Augustine ho does not know how much ho owes 
me, 'Tis a sacrifice I would not make to any human being 
but himself, nor even to him again. It is the last time of my 
life I submit to your iibsence, except from necessity to the 
calls of your profession. All is well at home, Ircson gone on 
hia intended journey. Morris very little here. The boys very 
attentive and industrious; much more go for b(:ing aloii& 
Wot a loud word spoken by the servants. All, in silent ex- 
pectation, await the return of their niuch-loved loi'd ; but oS 
faintly when compared to thy Theo." 

Aarox BcRii TO JIes, Bukr. — Albany, April, 1VS5. "I 
feel impatient, and almost angry, that I have i-eceivcd no letter 
from you, though I really do not know of any opportimity by 
which you conld have written ; but it seems an endless whilB 
to wait till Saturday night before I can hear from yon. Hov 
convenient would a little of the phlegm of Ikit re-jion be upon 
such occasions as these ! I fear very much for our dear petite. 
I tell every one who asks me that both she and you are well, 
because I abhor the cold, uninterested inquiries, which I know 
would be made if I should answer otbcnvise. Do you waot 
the pity of such ? Those you thought your very good frtenda 
here have forgotten you. 

Mademoiselle Y. is very civil. Are the Wadswortha Trilh 
yon? Have yon not been tormented with some embarrass- 
ments which I wickedly left yoti to struggle with ? I hope 
you doi]'t believe the epithet. But why these questions, to 
which I can receive no answer but in person? I nevertheless 
fondly persuade myself that I shall receive answers to them 
all, and many more about yourself, which I have in mind, 
notwithstanding you will not ha^'e seen this. There is snch 
s sympathy in our ideas and feeling, that you can't but know 
what will moat interest me." 

Aako-v Bueb to Mrs, BtrtU!. — Cheater, May, 1785. "I 
strayed this morning for an hour or two in the woods, wliere 
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I hj on a rock to enjoy the wild retreat. The cbeerfnlnesa 
of all around me led me to ask wby all animated nature on- 
joyed its being but man? Why man alone is discontented, 
anxious — sacrificing the present to idle expectations ; — e)q>eo- 
tations which, if answered, are in like manner saorificed. 
Never enjoying, always hoping? Answer, tu mi/ii inagna 
Apollo. I would moralize, but time — and my companions aro 
coming in. Let me hear of youi' health. Avoid all fatigue. 
Judge Yates proposes to come down with me. Quoi fairc ? 

" My good landlady is out of t«a, and begs me to send for 
s pound. Put it up very welL I am in better health than 
Bpirits. Adien." 



Irs. Buku to Aaeoit Burr. — Noio York, May, 1785. 
am vexed that I did not inquire your route more particu- 
[ fcirly. I cannot trace you in imagination, nor lind your ppirit 
J Irhen at rest; nor dare I count the hours to your return. 
P'^cy are still too numerous, and add to my impatience. I 
[• fepect my reivard in the health you acquire, if it should 
pjjtove otherwise, how I shall hate my acquiescence to yonr 
r departure, I anticipate good or evil as my spirits rise or fall; 
J but I know no medium ; my mind cannot reach that stage of 
Indifference. I fency all my actions directed by you; this 
tends to spur my industry, and give calm to my leisure. 

" The tamily as you left it. Bartow never quits the office, 
and is perfectly obliging. Your dear little daughter seeks yon 
twenty times a day; calls you to your meals, and wiU not 
suffer your chair to be filled by any of the family. Judge 
Hobart called here yesterday; says you are absent for a 
mouth. I do not admit that among possibilities, and there- 
fore am not alarmed. I feel obliged to Mr. Wickham for his 
delay, though I dare not give scope to my pen ; my heart dio- 
tates loo freely. O, my Aaron ! how many tender, grateful 
things rush to my mind in this moment; how much fortitude 
do I summon to suppress themi Yon will do justice to their 
Bilenoe; to the inexpressible affection of your ptua tendre 
am 'A" 
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Aabun Bubbto Mbs. Bukr. — Chester, May,lJ85. "Tlua 
morning came your kind, yonr afToctionate, your truly wei- 
oome letter of Monday evening. Where did it loiter bo loog? 
Notliing in my absence is bo flattering to me as your health 
ftnd cheerfuhieEs. I then contemplate nothing so eagerly as 
my rotura; amuse myself with ideas of my own happiness, 
and dwell on the sweet domestic joys which I fancy prepared 
for roe. 

Nothing is so unfiiendly to every spcciea of enjoyment as 
melancholy. Gloom, however dressed, however caused, is 
incompatible with fiiondship. They can not bare placo in the 
mind at the same time. It is the secret, the malignant foe of 
Bentimcnt and love. Adien." 



Mfis. BusR TO Aaron Burr. — New York, May, 1785. 
" Your dear letter was handed me this day, at a moment 
which, if possible, increaEed its value. I hare a little fever 
hanging about me, which tends to depress my spirits for the 
time. Your moralizing changed my dullness to a pleasing 
melancholy. I am mortided at the inten-uption it met, and 
in>[iatient to renew the theme ; to renew it in a more plea^g 
manner than even your letters aSbrd. When my health is ill, 
I find your absence is insupportable ; every evil haunts me. 
It is the last that must take place till term ; thai I must sub- 
mit to, I am pleased with your account of your health and 
spirits ; they are both as I wish. 

When you write again, speak of your return. The uncer- 
tainty makes it more irksome. The company you speak of 
will be as welcome as any at this juncture; but my health 
and mind seem to require the calm recreation of friendly sym- 
pathy; the heart that has long been united to mine by the 
tenderest esteem and confidence, who has made every little 
anxiety its own, to whom I can speak without reserve every 
imaginary wo, and whose kind consolatjon shall appease those 
miseries nature has imposed." 

Maa. BoKD to Aaeon Bubb. — Neie York, May, 1V86. 
"Mr. Marvin calls for my letter this morning, which will be 
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ddivered with a pound of green tea I have purchased for your 
landlady at two dollars. He has called. I am hiinied. Ten 
thousand loves, Toujmtrs la votre Tbeodosia." 

Aago!) Bnnn to Mrs. Busr. — Janes, in the Mountains, May, 
1 785. " The girls most give me a history of their time, from 
rifling to night. The boys, any thing which interests them, and 
which, of course, will interest me. Are there any, or very 
pressing calls at the office? The woid is given to moimt I 
shall have time to seal this and overtake them. Kisa for me 
those who love roe." 



Mrs, Burr to Aaron Bube. — New-Tork, April, 17B6. 
"Mrs. Wickham just called to tell me of an opportunity to 
Chester. How joyfully I embrace it. I had a most insupport- 
able impatience to communicate to yon my gratitude and 
thanks for your last visit. It was a cordial to my health and 
spirits; a balm to my soul. My mind j.'^ flushed with pleasing 
hopes. Ten thoosand tender thoughts rush to my pen; but 
the bearer may prove faithless. I will suppress them to a 
happier moment, and anticipate the dear indulgence. 

"The family as you left it. Thy Thcodosia's he.ilth and 
spirits increase daily- Bartow's industry and utility are strik- 
ing to the ftmily and strangers. Johnstone returned yester- 
day. Yonr letter was as eagerly read as though I had not 
seen yon. Write when you have leisure; if it does not reach 
me immediately, it will serve to divert some tedious moment 
in a future absence; even when yon are at home, engrossed 
by business, I frequently find a singular pleasure in perusing 
these testimonies of affection. 

"I find I am continually speaking of myself. I can only 
account for it from my Aaron haWng persuaded me 'tis his 
fiivorite subject, and the extreme desire I have to please him 
induces mo to pursue it. I take no walks but up one stairs 
and down the otter. The situation of my house will not ad- 
mit of my seeing many visiters. I Lope some arrangement 
will be accomplished by the nest week. 

"I have fixed the time of eeeing yju Till Saturday I wiD 
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hope the best. I cannot extend my calcnlatioDS beyond it* 
fiior days of yonr absence is an age to come.'' 

^ABON BuBB to Mrs. Bubb. — Chester , May 19, 2, p. ic 
** We have this day began the examination of witnesses, which, 
together with the arguments, will keep us the greater part, 
probably the whole, of next week. I find myself gaining 
strength exceedingly since my return from New York, though 
perfectly out of humor with the business, the distance, and tlie 
delay. 

"My trip to Xew York has quite ruined me for business. 
I can not confine my mind to it. I am literally homesick, and 
think of nothing else. A witness, attending in court, informs 
me of his going to New York as soon as his testimony is 
finished. I desert a moment to tcU you that I am wholly 
yours. 

6 o'clock, P.M. — " Since I wrote you at two o'clock our court 
is fidjoumed till nine to-morrow. We go on briskly and in 
great good nature. If you were half as punctual as fortunate 
(which shall I call it?), I should absolutely fancy myself talk- 
ing with you. It would be some indemnification for the dis- 
tance nnd vexation. Make up in thinking of me, and taking 
care of yourself, what you omit in writing. Thine at aU 
moments. 

9 o'clock at night. — "A thousand thanks for your dear 
affectionate letter of Tuesday evening. I was just sitting 
pensively and half complaining of your remissness, when your 
letter is received and dispels every gloomy thought. I write 
this from the impulse of ray feelings, and in obedience to your 
injunctions, having no opportunity in view. 

"The letters of our dear children are a feast. Every part 
of them is pleasing and interesting. Le Jeune is not expected 
to be in New-York for some weeks at least. I avoid the sub- 
ject. I chndder at the idea of suffering any thing to mar the 
happiness I promise myself. 

"There is no possibility of my return till the middle of next 
week. In (. ne of my letters I put it to the last of next week, 
but we have this day made unexpected progress. If we are 
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equally Ibrtunato and cqniUIy goo<1 -nature d, \fa may fimah 
Wednesday night; but this is conjecture, and peihaps my im- 
patience makes me too sanguine. 

" I broke oiT .it the bottom of the other page to pay eome 
attfinlion to tlioso who desciTO maoh from me {our dear chil- 
dren), To hear that they aro employed, that no lime ie ab- 
solutely wasted, is tho moat flattering of any thing ibal can be 
told mo of them. It ensures their affectioa, or 13 the best 
evidence of it. It cneures, in its consequences, eveiy thing I 
am ambitious of in them. Endeavor to presorvo regularity 
of hours; it couduces exceedingly to industry." 

Mk8. Bukr to Aarox BiTRK. — Netv For^, May 22, 1V85. 
'■ Mr. IJro^m very punctually and civilly came with your wel- 
come [wckct of Thursday, nine o'clock. It was just beforu 
dinner ; tho ehlldi'en were dispersed at different employments. 
I fumishcd the mantelpiece with Uio contents of tho packet. 
When dinner was served np they were called. You know the 
usual eagerness on this occasion. They were all seated but 
Bartow, when ho espied tho letters ; tho surprise, the joy, the 
oiiclamatioos exceed description. Tfao greatest stoic would 
have forgot himself. A silent tear betrayed mo no philosopher. 
A most joyous repast succeeded. We talked of our happiness, 
our first of blessings, our best of papas. I enjoyed, my Aaron, 
tbe only happiness that could accrue from your absence. It 
waa a momentary compensation; tho only one I ever ex- 
perienced. 

"Tour lettera always afford mc a singular satisfaction; — a 
Bensation entirely my own ; this was i>eciiliariy so. It wrought 
SU'angcly 00 my mind and spirits. My Airon, it was replete 
with tcuderncsa ! with the most lively afiection, I lead and 
re-read, till afraid I should get it by rote, and mingling it with 
conunon ideas, profiine the sacred pledge. No ; it ^all not 
be, I will economize tho boon. I will limit the iccrcation to 
those moments of retirement devoted to thee. Ofa suddcal 
foimd myself unusually fatigued. I i-eflccted oo the cause, and 
soon found that I had mounted the stairs much oDoncr than I 
l^ould poseibly have done on any otlicr o 
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" I am vexed with my last letter to you ; 'tb impossible Car 
me to disguise a single feeling or thought when I am writing 
or conversing with the friend of my heart. I hope you have 
attended only to the last paragraph, and avoid all unnecessary 
anxiety for her who wishes to be a constant source of pleasure 
to thee. I have been in good health since Saturday morning. 
Since yesterday, imusually gay and happy; anticipating a 
thousand pleasures, studying every little arrangement that can 
contribute to thy comfort. This wet weather is a bar to any 
essential progress. The walls are still too damp to admit of 
paint or paper. I have a bed ready for the judge; nevous 
genez pas la-dessus. I am afraid some foolish reflection in 
my last will embarrass you. Your affection and tenderness 
has put them to flight. " Let nothing mar the promised bliss." 
Thy Theo. waits with inexpressible impatience to welcome the 
return of her truly beloved. Every domestic joy shall decor- 
ate his mansion. When Aaron smiles, shall Theo. frown ? 
Forbid it every guardian power. 

" Le Jeune perplexes me no longer. I am provoked with 
myself for ha\dng repeated it to you. Your dear little Theo. 
gi'ows the most engaging child you ever saw. She frequently 
talks of, and calls on, her dear papa. It is impossible to see 
her with indifference. All moves as you wish it. All count 
the passing hours till thy retuni. Remember, I am in good 
health and spirits ; that I expect the same accoimt of yours. 
To think of me affectionately is my first command ; to write 
me 60, the second. Hasten to share the happiness of thy 
much loved and much loving Tdeodosia." 

Mrs. Buer to Aaron Burr. — Neiu York^ August 28, 1785. 

" Young and his companions have lofl us ; at tasting your 

Madeira he pronounced you a d — d clever fellow. Your merit 
increased with the number of glasses ; they went away in 
good humor with themselves and the hostess. O ! my love, 
how earnestly I pray that our children may never be driven 
from your paternal direction. Had you been at home to-day, 
you would have felt as fervent in this prayer as yom- Theo 
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Our children were impressed with utter contempt for iheir 
gaeeU This gave me real satiflfhction. 

"I really believe, my dear, few parenta can boast of chil- 
dren whose mmda are so prone to virtue, I see the reward 
of oar atiBiduity with inexpressible delight, with a gratitude 
fi>w experience. My Aaron, they have gi-ateful hearts ; aome 
oiroiunstanocs prove it, which I shall relate to yon with sin- 
gnlar pleasure at you return. I pity A. C. from my heart. 
She will feel thefolly of an over zeal to accumulate. Bartow's 
assiduity and faithfulness is beyond description. My health 
is not worse. I have been disappointed in a horse; shall have 
Pliaraoh to-morrow. Frederick la particularly attentive to 
my health : indeed, none of them are dclicient in tenderness. 
All truly anxious for papa's return ; we fix Tuesday, beyond 
ft doubt, but hope impo^lbilitics. 

" I had a thousand things to write, but the idea of seeing 
yon banishes every other thought. I fear much the violent 
exertions you are obliged to make will injure your health. 
R«momber how dear, how important it is to the repose, to the 
life of Theodosia." 

Mks. BtJRR TO Aakon BmtK. — New York, Angust 29, 1785. 
" Our little daughter's health has improved beyond my eipeo- 
tations. Your dear "nicodosia cannot hear yon spoken of 
without an apparent melancholy ; insomuch that her nurse is 
obliged to exert her invention to divert her, and myself avoid 
to mention yon in her prt'sence. She was one whole d.iy in- 
different to everything but your name. Her attachment is not 
of a common nature; though this was ray opinion, I avoided 
the remark, when Mr. Grant observed it to me as a singular 
inctance. 

*' Yon see I have followed your oiample in speaking first of 
myBclf. I esteemed it a real trait of your afiection, a sym- 
pathy in the feelings, the anxiety of your Theo., who had 
every fear for your health ; more than you would allow her to 
express." 

Mks. BcitB to Aahon Bxraa.—New York, Scpt'r26, 1786. 
" Your dear letter of Saturday morning has just reached ms. 
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I was relieved, delighted, till the recollection of the storm yoa 
hav« since weathered took place. How have you borne it ? Ten 
tliousand fears alarm me. I pursued thee yesterday, thi ougfa 
\^ind and rain, till eve, when, fatigued, exhausted, shivering, 
thou didst reach thy haven, surrounded with inattention, thy 
Theo. from thee. Thus agitated, I laid my head upon a rest- 
less pillow, turning from side to side, when thy kindred spirit 
foand its mate. I beheld my much-loved Aaron, his tender 
eyes fixed kindly on me ; they spake a body wearied, wishing 
repose, but not sick. This soothed my troubled spirit : I slept 
tolerably, but dare not trust too confidently. I hasten to my 
friend to realize the delightful vision ; naught but thy voice 
can tranquilize my mind. Thou art the constant subject of 
love, hope, and fear. The girls bewail the sufibrings of their 
dear papa ; the boys wish themselves in his place ; Frederick 
fi^ts at the badness of the horse ; wishes money could put him 
in thy stead. The unaffected warmth of his heart delights 
me. If aught can alleviate thy absence, 'tis these testimonies 
of gratitude and affection from the young and guileless to the 
best of parents. They feel the hand that blesses them, and 
love because they are blessed." 

Aakox Burr to IVIrs. Burr. — Albany, November 2, 1785. 
" I have lived these three days upon the letters I expected this 
evening, and behold the stage without a line I I have been 
through the rain, and dark, and mud, hunting up every pas- 
senger to catechise them for letters, and can scarce yet believe 
that I am so totally forgotten. 

"Our trial, of which I wrote you on Sunday, goes on mod- 
erately. It will certainly last till twelve o'clock on Saturday 
night ; longer it cannot, that being the last hour of court. Of 
course, I leave this on Sunday ; shall be detained at West- 
chester till about Thursday noon, and be home on Fiiday. 
This is my present prospect ; a gloomy one, I confess ; ren- 
dered more so by your unpardonable silence. I have a thou- 
sand questions to ask, but why ask of the dumb? 

" I am quite recovered. The trial in which I am engaged 
IB a fatiguing one, and in some respects vexatious. Bat it 
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puts me in tetter humor to reflect that yoa have just received 
my letter of Suaday, and aio saying or tliinkiug somo good- 
miiired things of me, determining to write anything that 
r-an amuse and interest me ; everything that can atone for the 
lato ftilence, or compensate for the hard fate that divides ub. 

" Since lieing hero I have resolved that you in fiitnTO acconw 
pany mo on such excursions, and I am provoked to have 
yielded to your idle fears on this occasion. I have told here 
frequently, within a day or two, that I was never so long 
from home before, till, upon counting days, I find I have been 
fi-oqnently longer. I am so constantly anticipating the durft- 
tion of this tbsence, that when I speak of it I realize the whole 
of it. 

" Let mo find that you have done justice to yourself and 
mc. I shall forgivn none the Bmaltcst omission on thia 
head." 



Aahon BcRit TO Mna, Burb. — Philadelphia, December 4, 
1701. "I fear I have for the present deprived you of the 
pleasure of reading Gibbon. If you cannot procure the loan 
oi'a London edition, I will send you that which I have here. 
In truth, I bought it for you, which is almost confessing a 
robbery. Edward Livingston and Richard Harrison have 
each a good sot, and cither would oheert'uHy oblige you. 

" To render any reading really amusing or in any degree 
insti'uctivc, yon should never pass a word you do not tmdor- 
stand, or the name of a person or place of which you have not 
some knowledge. Yon will say that nttcniion to such matters 
is too great an interruption. If so, do but note them down on 
paper, and devote nn hour pnitieidarly to them when yoo 
have finished a chapter or come to a proper pause. Afler an 
experiment of this mode, you will never abandon it. Lem- 
priere's Dictionary is that of wtiich I spoke to you. Purchase 
also Macbcau's ; this last is appropriated to tmcicut theocracy, 
fiction, and geography ; both of them will be useful in reading 
Gibbon, and btill more so in i-cading ancinut authors, or ol 
any i»eriod of ancient history. 

"If yew havo never read Plutarch's LivM (or oven if yoo 



•04 LIFB DP AABOn BVBB. 

have), yon will read them with mnch pleasure. They are br 
*he City Library, and probably in many private ones, Beloo's 
Herodotus will amnse you. Bartow lias it. You had better 
rtad the text without the notes ; they are difTuse, and lend to 
distract the attention. Now and then they contain some nso- 
fbl explanation. Aftar yon have read the author, yon will, I 
liuuk, with more pleasure read the notea and remarks in comw 
by themsclTes. 

" You expressed a curiosity to peruse Paley's Philo8Pj>hy of 
Natural History. Judge Hobart haa it. If you read it, be 
snre to make yourself mistress of all the terms. But, if yoB 
oontinue your Gibbon, it will find you in employment for some 
d^ys. When you are weary of soaring with Iiim, and wish to 
descend into common life, read the Comedies of Plantos. 
There is a tolerable translation in the City Library. Sadl 
books give the most lively and amusing, perhaps much the 
most just picture, of the manners and degree of refinement of 
Ae age in which tliey were written. I have agreed with Pop. 
ham for his share in the City Library. 

"The reading of one book will invito you to another. I 
cannot, I fear, at this distance, advise you eucoessfully ; moeh 
less can I hope to assist yon in your reading. Yon bid me be 
silent as to my expectations ; for the present I obey. Your 
oomplaint of your memory, even if founded iu fact, ctmtains 
nothing discouraging or alarming, I would not wisli you to 
possess that kind of memory which retains with accuracy aod 
certainty all names and dates. I never knew it to accompany 
much invention or fancy. It is almost the exclusive blessing 
of dullness. The mind which perceives dearly adopts and ap- 
propriates an idea, and is thus enlarged and invigorated. It 
is of little moment whether the book, the time, or the occasion 
be recollected, 

" I am inclined to dilate on these topics, and npon the effects 
of reading and study on the mmd ; but this would require an 
essay, and I have not lime to write a letter. I am also much 
prompted to convince you, by undeniable proo^ that the 
ground of your complaint does not exist except in your own 
appi-ehensions, but this I reserve for an interview. When I 
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am informed of jomr progress, and of the direction of your 
taste, I may have something further to recommend. 

^^ There is no probability of an adjournment of Congren 
during the holydays, or for any longer time than one day. 
The possibUity of my being able to leave the business of Coi^ 
gress, and make a visit to New York, dimizushes dxdly. ) 
wish much to see you, and, if you are equally sincere, we oaa 
aooomplish it by meeting at Trenton.'' 

Aaboi^ BiTBB TO Mbs. Bubb. — PMla/MpMa^ December 18, 
1791. '^ You have indeed, in your last letter, placed yourself 
t)efore me in the most amiable light; and, without solicitipg, 
have much more strongly enticed me to a visit. But for ib% 
present I must resist. Will it not be possible for you to me^l 
me at Trenton, that we may travel together to New York]f 
If you assent to this, I will name a day. Yet do not expo«|| 
your health. On this subject you leave me still to apprehei^ 
gipn and conjecture. 

'' Your account of Madame Grenlis surprises me, and 14 % 
new evidence of the necessity of reading books before we pi4 
them into the hi^ds of children. Reputation is indeed a pi% 
carious test. I can think at prwent of nothing hotter thm 
^hat you have ohofleo." 
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nOM Tll£ OOBRESPONDENCE BETWEEN AARON BUBB AHD 

HIS DAUGHTER, THEODOSIA. 

Ajlbon Bubb to Theodosia. — Westchester^ October 8, 1702. 
^ I rose up saddenly from the so&, and rubbing my head — 
*What book shall I buy for her?' said I to niTself. *She 
reads so much and so rapidly that it is not easy to find proper 
tnd amusing French books for her ; and yet I am so flattered 
with her progress in that language, that I am resolved that 
ahe shall, at all events, be gratified. Indeed, I owe it to her.' 
So, after walking once or twice briskly across the floor, I took 
my hat, and sallied out, determined not to return till I had 
purchased something. It was not my first attempt. I went 
into one bookseller's shop after another. I found plenty of 
feiry tales and such nonsense, fit for the generality of children 
of nine or ten years old. * These,' said I, ' will never do. Her 
understanding begins to be above such things ;' but I could 
see nothing that I would offer with pleasure to an intellifferUj 
weU-informed girl of nine years old. I began to be discour- 
aged. The hour of dining was come. * But I will search a 
little longer.' I persevered. At last I found it. I found the 
very thing I sought. It b contained in two volumes octavo, 
handsomely bound, and with prints and register. It is a 
work of fancy, but replete with instruction and amusement. 
I must present it with my own hand." 

Aaron Bubb to Theodosia. — Philadelphia^ December 16, 
1793. "I have a thousand questions to ask, my dear Thee, 
but nothing to communicate ; and thus I fear it will be through- 
out the winter, for my time is consumed in the dull uniformity 
of study and attendance in Senate ; but every hour ofyotir day 
Is interesting to me. I would give, what would I not give, to 
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Bee or know even your most trifling actions and amusements? 
This, however, is more than I can ask or expect. But I do 
expect with impatience your journal. Ten minutes every 
evening I demand ; if ycu should choose to make it twenty, I 
Bha\l be the better pleased. You are to note the occurrences 
of the day ap concisely as you can ; and, at your pleasure, to 
add any 6hoi*t reflections or remarks that may arise. On the 
other leaf! give you a sample of the manner of your journal 
for one day. 



^^Pkai of a Journal. 

** ICth Dooembor, 1798. 

" Learned 230 lines, which finished Horace. Heigh-ho for 
Terence and the Greek grammar to-morrow. 

"Practised two hours less thirty-five minutes, which I 
begged off. 

" Hewlett (dancing-master) did not come. 

" Began Gibbon last evening. I find he requires as much 
study and attention as Horace ; so I shall not rank the reading 
of him among amusements. 

" Skated an hour ; fell twenty times, and find the advantage 
of a hard head, and 

" Ma better — dined with us at table, and is still sitting up, 
and free from pain." 

Aaeon Burr to Theodosia. — Philadelphia, December 25, 
1793. " The letter, my dear Theo., which (I have no doubt) 
you wrote me last Sunday, has not yet come to hand. Am I 
to blame Strong ? or the postmaster ? or whom ? 

" When you have finished a letter, read it carefully over, 
and r^orrect all the errora you can discover, lu your last 
there were some which could not, upon ai: attentive perusal, 
have escaped your notice, as you shall see when we meet. 

^' I have asked you a great many questions, to which I have 
^ yet no answers. When you sit down to write to me, of 
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when yoa Bd about it, be it sitting or staDdingy penue all Vf 
letters, and leave nothing unanswered. Adieu«" 

Aakon Bubb to Theodosia. — Philadelphia^ Decembw 31, 
1793. "I received your letter and journal yesterday in tbe 
Senate Chamber, just before the closing of the mail, so that I 
had only time to acknowledge it by a hasty line. You see I 
never let your letters remain a day unanswered, in which I 
wish you would imitate me. Your last had no date; from 
the last date in the journal, and your writing about Christmas 
holidays as yet at some distance, I suppose you wrote about 
Sunday the 22d. Nine days ago ! I beg you again to read 
over all my letters, and to let me see by your answers that 
you attend to them. I suspect your last jom-nal was not writ- 
ten from day to day ; but all on one, or at most two days, from 
memory. How is this ? Ten or fifteen minutes every ev^ung 
would not be an uni*easonable sacrifice from you to me. 11 
you took the Christmas holidays, I assent ; if you did not, we 
cannot recall the time. This is all the answer which that part 
of your letter now admits of. 

" It is said that some few yet die of the yellow fever, which 
lately raged here ; but the disorder does not appear to be, ai 
present^ in any degree contageous ; what may be the case upon 
the return of warm weather, is a subject of anxious conjecture 
and apprehension. It is probable that the session of Congress 
will continue into the sunmier. 

" Give a place to your mamma's health in your joumaL 
Omit the formal conclusion of your letters, and write your 
name in a larger hand. I am just going to Senate, where I 
hope to meet a letter from you, with a continuation of your 
journal down to the 29th inclusive, which, if it gives a good 
account of you and mamma, will gladden the heart of A. 
Buw," 

Aaaoit Bueb to Theodosia. — Philadelphia^ December 31, 
1799' "Thi3 day's mail has brought me nothing from you. 
J have but two letters in threei almost four weeks, and the 
journal is ten days in arrear. What I can neither affeetioD 
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nor elvility indooe yoa to devote to me the BnuUl portitm of 
time which T have requited P Ave authority and compulsion 
then the only engines by which you can bo moved? For 
shame, Theo. ! Do not give me reason to think go ill of yoa " 



Aabon BuitB TO TnEODOsiA. — Philadelphia, January 4, 
1794, "At the momont of closing the mail yesterday, I r» 
ceivcd your letter enclosing the pills, I cannot refer to U by 
date, as it has none. Tell me truly, did you wi-ile it without 
aesbtanco? Is the language and spelling your own? If so, 
it does you much honor. The subject of it obliged mo to 
show it to Dr. Rush, which I did with great pride. Ho in- 
quired yonr ago half a dozen times, and paid some handsome 
compliments to the handwriting, the style, and the correctness 
of your letter. 

"The account of your mamma's health distresses me ex- 
tremely. If she does not get better soon, I nill quit Congress 
altogether, and go home. 

" My last leltcr to you was almost an angry one, at wMoli 
you cannot be much surprised when you recollect the leogUi 
of time of your silence, and that you are my only correspon- 
dent respecting the concerns of the Ciinily. I expect, on 
Monday or Tuesday next, to receive the continuation of your 
ionmal for t/n' fortnight past. 

"Mr. Leshlie will tell you that I have given directions for 
your conmjeneing Greek. One half hour faithfully applied 
by yourself at study, and another at recitation with Mr. 
T^eslilie, will suffice to advance you rapidly." 



Aabon Bukk to TnEODOsiA. — I^iladefpfita, Jauuary J, 
1704. "When your lettera are written with tolerable E[Hrit 
and correctness, I road them two or three times befoi-e I peiw 
ceive any fault in them, being nhoUy engaged with the plea- 
sure they afford me ; but, for your soke, it is necessary that I 
thould also pcrnse them with an eye of criticism. The follow- 
ing are the only mispellcd words. You write acurate for oo 
curale; lavdnamior laudanum; inlirely &)t enCirely ; this last 
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wcfd, indeed, is spelled both wsys, but eniirdy is the mosl 
asaal and the most pn^r. 

^ CoDtinac to use all these wofds in toot next letter, that I 
may see that yon know the tme spelling. And tell me what 
is laudanom? Where and how made? And what are its 
effects? 

" ^ It was what she had long wished for, and was at a 

loss how to procure i.'.' 

^ D(MiH you see that thb sentence would hare been pcrfeot 
and much more elegant without the last ii ? Mr. LcshUc will 
explain to you why. By-the-by, I took the liberty to erase 
the redundant U before I showed the letter. 

^I am extremely impatient for your farther account ci 
mammals health. The necessity of laudanum twice a day is 
a Tcry disagreeable and alarming circumstance. Your letter 
was written a week ago, since which I have no account. I 
am just going to the Senate Chamber, where I hope to meet a 
journal and letter." 

Aacon Burb to Theodosia. — PhUadefpJiiaj January i>, 
1794. "Your two letters of Fridav and Saturday came to- 
gether by yesterday's mail, which did not arrive till near sun- 
set. Your letter of Friday was not put into the post-office 
until Saturday oflemoon. You might as well have kept 
it in your own bands till Monday eleven o'clock. Since 
the receipt of these lcttci*s I have been thi-cc times to Dr. 
Rush to consult him about a diink for your momma ; but not 
having had the good fortune to find him, have written to him 
on the subject. I shall undoubtedly procure an answer in 
the course of this day, and will forward it by to-morrow's 
post, 

" I beg. Miss Prissy, that you will be pleased to name a 
single ' unsuccessiful effort ' which you have made to please 
me. As to the letters and journals which you did write, surely 
you nave reason abundant to believe that they gave me pleas- 
ure ; and how the deuce I am to be pleased ^dth those you 
did not write, and how an omission to write can be called an 
* effort J remains for yonr ingenuity to disclose. 
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*' Ton improve much in joumaliidng. Your last is &r mom 
pprightly than any of the preceding. Fifty-six lines sola was, 
I ndniit, an tjforl worthy of yourself, and which I hope will 
be ot'ten repeated. But pray, when you have got np to two 
hundred lines a lesson, why do you go back again to one hon- 
drcil and twenty, and ono hundred and twenty-iivo f Yon 
should strive never to diminish ; but I suppose that vis inertia, 
which is oii.cn go troublesome to you, docs sometimes pi-epoo- 
derate. So it is, now and tlieo, even with your A. Burnt. 

" Learn the difference between thett and than. You will 
soonest perceive it by translating them into Latin. 

" Let me see how handsomely you can subscribe your name 
to your next letter, about this size, A. Bubb. 

Aaron Bcrr to Theodosia. — Philadelphia, January 13, 
1794. "Your letter of the 0th, my dear Theo., was a most 
agi'oeable sui-piiao to me, I had not dared even to hope for 
one until to-moiTow. In one instance, at least, an attempt to 
please mc 1ms not been ' imsuccessful.' You see I do not for- 
get that piece of impudence. 

" I was yesterday thronged with company fiom eight in the 
morning till eleven at night. The Greek signature, though a 
little mistaken, was not lost upon mc. I have a letter from 
Mr, Leshlie, which pays you many compliments. He has also 
ventured to promise that you will every day get a lesson in 
Terence by yourself. Ton know how grateful this will bo to 

A. BCRE." 

Aaron Burr to Tbeodosia. — PhUadelphia, January 14, 
1794. "I really think, my dear Theo., that you will bo very 
soon beyond all verbal criticism, and that my whole attentioa 
will be presently du'ected to the impravcraent of your style. 
Your letter of the 0th is i-emavkably correct in point of spelt 
ing. That word reeieved still escapes your attention. Try 
again. The words Koltl and sltold are mero carelessness; 
necessery instead of necessary, belongs, I suppose, to the same 
olass. 

" ' Dr. B. called here, but did not speak of his having ro 
«i>ved a letter from yon, but desired,' &o. 
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" When I copied the foregoing, I intended to have ehaxD 
yon how to improve it ; but, upon second tlioDgfat, detemiine 
to leavo it to yoorseUl Do me the £Lvor to endorse it on, or 
BUbjoin it to, your next letter, corrected and varied accordJiig 
to the best oi'youi' skill. 

*' ' Ma bcga you will omit the thoughts of leaving Ccmgress,' 
Ae.; ' omit ' is improperly used Iiero. You mBan ' abandon, 
rtiinqui/fk, renounci:, or abjure the thoughts,' ttc. Youi- maniina, 
Mr. I^eshlie, or your diclionai7 (Johnson's folio), will lead) 
you the force of this observation. The last of these words 
would have been too strong for the occasion. 

"You have nsed wiih prtiprielt/ the words 'encomium' and 
* adopted.' I hope you may have fiequent occasions for tlM 
former, with the like application. 

" ' Cunuot be committed to paper,' is well expressed." 



Aabox Bubb to Tueodosi*. — Philadelphia, January 16, 
1794. " I ho[}e the mercury, if tried, will be used with tlie 
most vigilant caution and the most attentive obsenation of its 
first effects. I am extremely anxious and apprehensive aboat 
the event of such an experiment. 

" I fear, my dear little girl, that my letter of the 1 3th iin^ 
posed too much upon you ; if so, dispense with what yoa may 
find too troublesome. You perceive by this license the entire 
confidence which I place in your discretion. 

"Your journal still advances towards perfection. But tbe 
letter which accompanied it is, I remark with regret, rather a 
Iklling off. I have received none moro carelessly writtai, or 
with more numerous omissions of words. X am sensible tint 
many apologies are at hand ; but you, perhaps, woald Dot be 
sensible that any were necessary, if I should omit to remind 
yoo. 

" J continue the pracUce of sooring words for our mutoal 
improvement. The use, as applicable to you, was indicated 
in a former letter. 

" I am sure you will be cliarmed with the Gireek h 
sbove eW others. Adieu." 
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A&BON BintB TO Theod'osia, — Philadelphia, Januarj 23, 
1794. " lo, triuoiphe I There is not a ivord mispcllodeithei 
in your journal or letter, whicb cannot be said of a single page 
you ever before wrote. The fable is quite olassical, and, if 
not very much corrected by Mr. Leahlie, is traly n surpriaing 
performanco, and wi-itten most beautifiilly, B\it what has be- 
come of poor Alpha Beta? Discouraged? That is impos- 
sible. Laid aside for the present ? That, indeed, ia possible, 
but by no means probable. Shall I guess again? Yes; you 
mean to surprise me with some astonishing progress. And 
yet, to confess the truth, your lessons in Terence, Exercises, 
and 'music' (without a t, observe) seem to leave little time 
for any other study. I must remain in suspense for four days 
longer. 

" Doctor Rush thinks that bark would not be amiss, but may 
be beneficial if the stomach does not ixibukc it, which must 
be constantly the first object of altention. Ho rccommendB 
either the cold infusion or substance as least likely to offend 
the stomach. 

" Be able, upon my arrival, to tell me the difference betweoi 
an infusion and decoction ; and the history, the virtues, and 
the botanical or medical name of the bark. Chambers will 
tell you more perhaps than you will wish to read of it. Toar 
little mercurial disquisition is ingenious and prettily told." 

Aason BLfnn to Tueodosia. — t^iladelphia, February 13, 
lVfl4. "I received your letter and enclosures yestei-day in 
Senate. I stopped reading tlie letter, and took tip the story 
in the place you directed ; was really affected by the interest- 
ing little tale, faithfully believing it had been taken from 
the Mag. D'Enf., and was astonished and delighted when I 
recurred to the letter and found the little deception you had 
played upon me. It is concisely and handsomely told, and ia 
indeed a performance above yonr years. 

"Mr. Leshiie is not, I am afraid, a competent judge of 
what yo'i are capable of learning : you must convince bim 
that you can, when you set in earnest about it, accompli^ 
wonders. 
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*^ Do yon mean that the forty lines which yon construed in 
Virgil were in a part you had not before learned ?" 

Aaron Burr to Theodosia. — Philadelphia^ March 7, 1704 
" Your letter of tlic 4th was three days on the road. I am 
cei*tain that I have answered pimctually all which have come 
to hand. True, I have not written to you as during the first 
few weeks of my residence here. For the last month I have 
been very much occupied by public business. You will need 
no other proof of it when I tell you that near twenty unan- 
swered letters are now on my desk, not one of youra among 
them, however, except that received last evening. I have not 
even been to the theatre except about an hour, and then it 
was more an errand of business than amusement." 

Aaron Burr to Tdeodosia. — Philadelphia^ March 31 
1 794. " I am distressed at your loss of time. I do not, indeed, 
wholly blame you for it, but this does not diminish my regret. 
When you want punctuality in your lettei-s, I am sure yon 
want it in every thing ; for you will constantly obsei-ve that 
you have the most leisure when you do the most business. 
Negligence of one's duty produces a self-dissatisfaction which 
unfits the mind for everything, and ennui and peevishness are 
the never failing consequences. You will readily discover the 
truth of these remarks by reflecting on your own conduct^ and 
the diflerent feelings which have flowed from a persevering 
attention to study, or a restless neglect of it. 

" I shall in a few days (this week) send you a most beauti- 
ful assortment of flower seeds and flowering shrubs. 

" KI do not receive a letter from you to-morrow, I shall be 
out of all patience. Every day's jom'ual will, I hope, say 
8omethin<r of manmia." 



■JD 



Aaron Burr to Theodosia. — Philadelphia^ June 7, 1794. 
" I have received my dear Theo.'s two little, veiy little, French 
letters. The last left you tonnented with headache and tooth- 
ache, too much for one poor little gu-1 to suffer at one lime, I 
am sure; you had doubtless taken some sudden cold. You 
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must fight them as well as you can till I come, and then I will 
engage to keep them at bay. 

*' Whatever you shall translate of Terence, I beg you to 
have copied in a book in a very fiiir handwriting." 

Aahon Bukr to Theodosia. — AU)any^ August 4, 1794. 
" AVe anived hero yesterday, after a hot, tedious passage of 
9even daij^^. We were delayed as well by accidents as by 
calms and contrary winds. 

«♦♦♦♦«♦ 

" On my arrival I was delighted to receive your letter of the 
80th, with the journal of that and the preceding days. Your 
history of those three days is very full and satbfactory, and 
has induced me, by way of return, to enlarge on the parti- 
culars of my journey. I am quite gratified that you have 
secured 'hlrs, Penn's (observe how it is spelled) good opinion, 
and content with your reasons for not saying the civil things 
you intended. In case you should dine in company with her, 
I will apprize you of one circumstance, by a trifling attention 
to which you may elevate yourself in her esteem. She is a 
great advocate for a very plain, rather abstemious diet in chil- 
dren, as you may see by her conduct with Miss Elizabeth. Be 
careful, to eat of but one dish ; that a plain roast or boiled ; 
little or no gravy or butter, and very sparingly/ of desert or 
fruit ; not more than half a glass of wine ; and if more of any 
thing to cat or drink is ofiered, decline it. If they ask a rea- 
son — Papa thinks it not good for tnc, is the bcA that can be 
given. 

" It was with great pain and reluctance that I made this 
joiuTicy without you. But your manners are not yet quite 
sufliciently fonncd to enable you to do justice to your own 
character, and the expectations which arc formed of you, or to 
my wishes. Improve, therefore, to the utmost the present 
opportunity ; inquire of every point of behavior about which 
you are embarrassed ; imitate as much as you can the manners 
of Madame De S., and observe also every thing which Mrs. 
Penn says and does. 

^* Tou should du*ect your own breakfiist. Send Cesar every 
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morniDg for & pint of milk for you ; and, to savd trtmble tc 
Madame De S., let her know that 70a eat at break&st only 
bread and butter. 

" I wish you would read over your letters after you have 
written them ; for so many words are omitted, that in some 
places I cannot make out the sense, if any they contain. Make 
your figures or ciphers in your letters, but write out the nmn- 
bers at length, except dates. Adieu, affectionately adieu.'' 

Aabon Bubb to Theodosia. — Albanr/j August 14, 1794. 
** t'our pages in Lucian was a great lesson ; and why, my dear 
Theo., can't this be done a little oftener ? You must, by thiB 
time, I think, have gone through Lucian. I wish you to b^gid 
and go through it again ; for it would be shameful to pretend 
to have read a book of which you could not construe a page. 
At the second reading you will, I suppose, be able to double 
your lessons ; so that you may go through it in three weeks. 
You say nothing of writing or learning Greek verbs; — is this 
practice discontinued? and why? 

" Do you continue to preserve Madame De S.'s good opinion 
of your talents for the harp ? And do you find that you con- 
verse with more facility in the French ? These are interesting 
questions, and your answer to this will, I hope, answer fully 
all the questions it contains. Vale, vale." 

Aaron Burr to Theodosia. — Albany^ August 18, 1704. 
"Yesterday I received your letter and journal to the 13th in- 
clusive. On the 13th, you say, you got nine pages in Lucian. 
It was to be sure, a most surprising lesson. I suspect it must 
have been the second time going over; and even then it 
would have been great, and at the same rate you will be 
through a second time before my month is up. I should be 
delighted to find it so. I have not told you directly that I 
should stay longer than a month, but I was angry enough 
with you to stay three months when you neglected to write 
to me for two successive posts. 

"I am very sorry to see so many blank days with Mr. 
Leshlie. K he is not at your room within a quarter of an 
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hour of his time, Cesar ehonid be fortwith seat off cxprew 
for him. Let Ceear, therefore, call on you every morning at 
the hour Mr. Leshlie ought to come." 

Aakon Burr to Tbeodobia. — Philadetpkia, Dec. 21, 1794. 
" I obeyed faithfully the command in your letter which bade 
me read the journal first, and I read it with great eagerness, 
hoping to find what I did find in tho last sentCDce. That Iftth 
was really a surprising day. Three hondred aud ninety-five 
lines, aJt your exercises, and all yonr music. Go on, my dear 
girl, and you will become all that I wish. 

" I keep carefully your letters and journals, and when we 
meet you shall read them again, which I am sure you will do 
with pleasure. It ia always delightful to see and correct our 
own errors. 

"Monsieur Manpertius is highly mortified that yon should 
suppose him so ignorant as to have lost himself on the road. 
It seems he only went a little off the highway from curiosity 
to seethe country. 

"I hope you like Terence. Can't you lug a scrap from him 
now and then, apropos, into your letters? It will please 
your affectionate papa, A. BtfBR." 

Aakon Euhe to Theodosia. — Philadelphia, January 23, 
1797. "Ton must not ' puzzle all day,' my dear little girl, at 
one hard lessou. After puzKling faithfully one hour, apply to 
your arithmetic, and do enough to convince the doctor that 
you have not been idle. Neither must you be discouraged by 
one unlucky day. Tho doctor is a very reasonable man, and 
makes all due allowance for tho levities as well aa for the 
stupidity of children. I think yon will not often ohallenge 
his indulgence on cither score. 

" And do you rcgict that you are not also a woman ? That 
you are not numbered in ihat galaxy of Iwauty which adorns 
an assembly-room ? Coquetting for admiration aud attracting 
flattery? No. I answer with confidence. You feel that you 
are matui-ing for solid fiiendship. The friends you gain you 
will never lose ; and no one, I think, will dare to insult your 
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nnderstanding by such oomplimenta as are most graoioiidy 
received by too many of your sex. 

" How mipardonably you neglect C. and N. B. Whore are 
the promised letters ? I see with delight that you improve in 
diction, and in the combination and arrangement of yoar little 
ideas. With a view to farther improvement, your letters to 
me are a most useful exercise. I feel persuaded that all my 
hopes and wishes concerning you will be accomplbhed. 

"Never use a word which does not fully express jour 
thoughts, or which, for any other reason, does not please yon. 
Hunt your dictionary till you find one. Arrange a whole sen- 
tence in your mind before you write a word of it ; and, what- 
ever may be your ' hurry ' (never be in a hurn/), read over 
a letter slowly and carefully before you seal it. Interline and 
erase lightly with your pen what may appear to you to re- 
quii'e amendment or correction. I dispense with your copy- 
ing unless the letter should be much defaced, in which caoe 
keep it till the next mail. Copy and improve it. 

" Your play on ' Light ' is pretty and witty, and the turn 
on the dear little letter does not dishonour the metempsy- 
chosis of Madame Dacier. 

" I shall probably see you very soon ; we will then re-ar- 
range your hours, and endeavour to remove the present and 
forestall all future troubles. I should be mortified — ^I should 
be almost offended — if I should find that you passed over 
any word in my letters without becoming perfectly acquaint- 
ed with its meaning, use, and etymology^ 

Aaron Burr to Tiieodosia. — AUmny^ January 4, 1790. 
"On Tuesday I arrived here, and yesterday received your two 
letters of i\\6 29ih and .30th of December. Your despondency 
distresses me extremely. It is indeed unfortunate, my dear 
Theodosia, that we are constrained to be separated. I had 
never so much need of your society and friendsliip, nor you, 
perhaps, of mine. It is a misfortune which I sincerely regret 
every hour of the day. It is one, however, which you must 
aid me to support, by testifying that you can support yom 
share of it with fiimness ?.nd activitv* An effort made 
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with dcciuon wUl oonvince yon that you ore able to aooont- 
pliflh all I wish and all you desire. Determination and per- 
severance in eveiy laadable underlying is the groat point 
of diiferetice between the silly and the wise. It ia essentially 
a part of your character, and requires but an effort to bring 
it into acfioc. The happiness of my life depends on yoTir 
oxcrtions ; for what else, for whom else do I live? Not that 
the ncqnisition of the languages alone can de<ude your happi- 
ness or mine; bnt if you shonid abandon the attempt, or 
despair of success, or relax your eudeavours, it would iiidioate 
a feebleness of character which would dishearten me exceed- 
ingly. It is for my sake that you now labour. I shall ac- 
knowledge your advancement with gratitude and with the 
most lively pleasure. Lot me entreat you not to bo dis- 
oonraged. 1 know you to be capable of much greater efforte 
than this will require. If your yonng teacher, after a week's 
trial, should not suit yon, dismiss him on any pretence with- 
ont wounding hiB pride, and take the old Sootohman. Resolve 
to succeed, and you cannot fail. 

" I parted with you amid so much horry and confusion, and 
HO many vexationB, that, when I had time to reflect, I seemed 
to have said none of the things which I had wished and in- 
tended. I reproached myself perpetually that I had not 
iirged you to attend me. Your letters almost confirmed me 
in the design of returning to fetch you ; and yet more sober 
reason seems to tell me that these things were rather the 
effusions of sentiment than of a deliberate estimate of your 
real interests. In si]j weeks, however, we shall meet. 

" I intended to have recommended to you the ancient and 
modern historj' of Miilot. Natalie has some of the volumes — 
some are in the library at Mrs. D.'s, of which I hope yon 
keep tLo key. Miilot is concise, perspicuous, and well s»- 
let-ted. HolHn is full of tedious details and superstitious uoi^ 
eoose. 

" There is nothing more certain than that yon may form 
what countenance you please. An open, serene, intelligent 
cotmtenance, a little brightened by cheerfulness, not wrought 
into smiles or simpers, will presently beoome &Qiiliar and 
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grow into habit. A year will with oertaintj accomplish it; 
Tour physiognomy has naturally much of beneyolenoe, and 
it will cost yon some labour (which yon may well spare) to 
eradicate it. Avoid, for ever avoid, a smile or sneer of con- 
tempt ; never even mimic them. A frown of snllenness or 
discontent is but one degree less hateftiL Yon seem to re- 
quire these things of me, or I should have thought them un- 
necessary. I see, with pleasure I see, that you have engaged 
in this matter. We shall both be gratified by the result^ 
which cannot &il to accord with our wishes.'^ 

Aabon BiTBB TO Theodosia. — ^i^^ny, February 11, 1799. 
^^Tour name to one letter is beautifully written; to the other, 
la la. The handwriting of the letters various ; very good, 
very bad, and middling ; emblematic, shall I say, of the £ur 
authoress? Please to resolve me whether author is not ol 
both genders, for I hate the appendix of ess ? 

" What novel of Miss Bmmey or D'Arbley is that in which 
the heroine begins by an interesting account of little details 
on her d^but in London, and particularly of a ball where she 
met Lord Somebody and did twenty ridiculous things ? I 
want such a description of a ball from you. Be pleased to 
read those first letters of the novel referred to, and take them 
for a model. 

" Tlie ideas, of which you are the object, that daily pass 
through my mind, would, if committed to writing, fill an 
octavo volume; invent, then, and teach me some mode of 
writing with the facility and rapidity that we think, and you 
shall receive by every mail some hundred pages. But to select 
from a thousand thoughts that which is best and most sea- 
sonable ; of the variety of attitudes of which every object is 
susceptible, to determine on that which is most suitable for 
the thing and the occasion ; of all possible modes of expres- 
sion and language, to discern the most appropriate, hie labor^ 
6oc opus est. Yet have we both known persons of a moderate 
grade of intellect who could write whenever you would put 
a pen in their hands, and for any length of time you might 
please, without one moment of reflection or embarrassment 
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Pray explain to me this phenomenon. All this I coniesa u 
not very applicable to you or to my present occupation, for I 
generally write you what first offers, without considering 
whether it ho the hest; and if many obtrude themselves at 
once, I write you, as at present, oC— nothing. 

"Indeed, my dear Theodosia, I have many, many momenta 
of solicitude about you. Remember that occupation will in. 
fallibly ex])el the fiend ennui, and that solitude is the bug- 
bear of fools. God blesB and aid thee." 



Aaeon BnEC TO Theodosia. — Albany, January 30, 1800. 
" At length John and Alexis have arrived ; but what gratified 
me more, and what I looked for with much more impatieooe 
was, a letter. I selected yours from the number which they 
brought me. I was not disappointed. It merita all the 
eagerness with which I had expected it, 

" You reflect, and that is a Beeurity for your conduct. Oar 
moat humiliating errors proceed usually from inattention, and 
from that mental dissipation which we call heedlessness. Yon 
estimate your situation with great truth. Many are surprised 
that I could repose in you so great a trust as that of your- 
self; but I knew that you were equal to it, and I am not 
deceived. 

" You do right to stay much at home. It will scarcely be 
worth while to go to V. P.'s. C. is excluded from all rale. 
I am quite oppressed with the kindness and friendship of A. 6. 
towards you. How fortunate you are in such a friend. If their 
invitations should be so Sequent as to interrupt your lessons, 
you will do well to refuse even them. There is a measure to 
be observed in the acceptance of the good oflices even of our 
beat friends ; and at your age, to prefer duty fiom pleasure 
when they are in collision, is a degree of firmness rarely ex- 
hibited, and, therefore, the more calculated to inspire respect. 
I perceive that I am not very explicit; but you will reflect 
and discern my meaning. Montesquieu said lie wrote to make 
people think, and not to make them read — and why may nol 
A. Br. ? Perhaps, however, there may be no collisions ; and 
Ihen yoar good sense will teach you not to wear out good-wiU." 
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Thkodobu (married) to Aabon BxmB.~Pefert&tcf9A, 
Va.j October 21, 1803. ^^The longer I live, the mor» 
frequently the truth of your advice evinces itself and nevei 
was there any thing more true, than that occupation is neces- 
sary to give one command over themselves. I confess I ftd 
myself growing quite cross on the journey, and it is really to 
be feared, that, unless we soon finish it, the serene tranquilitj 
of my placid temper may be injured. Novel reading has, I 
find, not only the ill effect of rendering people romantic, 
which, thanks to my &ther on earth, I am long past, but they 
really furnish no occupation to the mind. A series of eivents 
follow so rapidly, and are interwoven with remarks so com- 
monplace and so spun out, that there is nothing left to reflaot 
upon. A collection of images, which amuse only from their 
variety and rapid succession, like the pictures of a magic 
lantern; not like a piece of Yanderlyn, where the punter 
makes fine touches, and leaves to your vanity at least the 
merit of discovering them. 01 would I had my friend 
Sterne. Half, he says, has no meaning, and, therefore, every 
time I read him I find a different one. 

"The boy has perfectly recovered. He remembers you 
astonishingly. He is constantly repeating that you are gone, 
and calling after you. When I told him to call Mr. Alston 
grandfather — ^ Grandfather gone,' says he. I kiss you from 
my heart." 

Aabon BiTBB TO Theodosia. — Ncw York, July 1, 1804. 
(A few days before the duel with Hamilton.) " Having been 
shivering with cold all day, though in perfect health, I 
have now, just at sunset, had a fire in my library, and am 
sitting near it and enjoying it, if that word be applicable to 
any thing done in solitude. Some very wise man, however, 
has exclaimed, 

" Oh I foolB, who think it solitude to h% alan«.*' 

Tliis is but poetry. Let us, therefore, drop the subject, lest 
it lead to another on which I have imposed sile&oo on myiel£ 
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" Ton ought to be collecting a few books for your own use. 
Une way of formiog a amall library, and which I recommead 
to you, is to note down the title of every book which, either 
fl'om its reputation or from perusal, you may wish to posseaa. 
Make you n Bmnll roemonmdum book for this purposo. If 
they bo wi'ittcu on loose scraps, by the timo you gota dozeu, 
eleven of them will bo loEt. I recommend to you a new 
publieatioD aUled the Edinburgh Review. One number \» 
issued every three tnoDthn. The jihii of the editors diffei-B 
from that of similar works in that they give more copious ex- 
tracts, and notioo only books of merit or reputation. 

" I wait impatiently for some of your tales. No hasty 
sorawls, madan), for I will correct nothiog. We have now 
here three shiploads of South Carolinians, who all find the 
weathei' ijitolmably hot, though I have slept under a blanket 
every night except one in all June." 

Aabon Bcbr to Tueodosia. — New JV*, July 10,1804. 
(The day before the duel.) "Ilaving lately wriiten my will, 
and given my private letters and papers in eliarge to yoU, I 
have no other direction to give you ou the subjact buL to re- 
quest you to burn all such as, if by accident made public, 
would injure any person. This is moio particularly appli- 
cable to the letters of my female correspondents. All my let- 
torH, and copies of letters, of which I have retained copies, are 
m the six blue boxes. If your husband or any one else (no 
- one, liowever, could do it ao well as he) should thbik it worth 
wbilo to writo a sketch of my life, oomo materials will be 
found among these letters. 

" Tell my dear Natalie tluit I have not leit her anytliing, 
for the very good reason that I had nothing to leave to any 
one. My eaialc will just about pay my debts and no mor<! — 
I mean, if I should die tins year. If I live a few years, it is 
probable thiiigs may be better. Give Natalie one of the 
pictures of mo. There are three in this house ; that ot Stewart, 
Kiid two by Vanderlyn. Give her aoy other little tokens she 
may desire. One of those pictures, also, I pray you to giv« 
to Doctor Eustis. To Bartow something — what you pleaite. 
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"I pray yon and yonr husband to convey to Peggy the 
small lot, not numbered, which is the fourth article mentioned 
m my list of property. It is worth about two hundred and 
fifty dollars. Give her also fifty dollars in cash as a reward 
for her fidelity. Dispose of Nancy as you please. She is 
honest, robust, and good-tempered. Peter is the most inteL 
ligent and best-disposed black I have ever known. (I mean 
the black boy I bought last fall from Mr. Tumbull.) I advise 
you, by all means, to keep him as the valet of your son. Per- 
suade Peggy to live with you if you can. 

" I have desired that my wearing apparel be given to Fred* 
eric. Give him also a sword or pair of pistols. 

^' Bum immediately a small bundle, tied with a red string, 
which you will find in the little flat writing-case — that whidi 
we used with the curricle. The bundle is marked " Futy 

" The letters of Clara (the gi-eater part of them) are tied up 
in a white handkerchief, which you will find in the blue box 
No. 5. You may hand them to Man, if you please. My let- 
ters to Clara are in the same bundle. You, and by-and-by 
Aaron Burr Alston, may laugh at gamp when you look over 
this nonsense. 

" Many of the letters of Clara will be found among my or- 
dinary letters, filed and marked, sometimes " Clara^'* some- 
times " L." 

" I am indebted to you, my dearest Theodosia, for a very 
great portion of the happiness which I have enjoyed in this 
life. You have completely satisfied all that my heart and af- 
fections had hoped or even wished. With a little more per- 
severance, detemiination, and industry, you will obtain all that 
ray ambition or vanity had fondly imagined. Let your son 
have occasion to be proud that he had a mother. Adieu. 
Adieu. A. Bubb. 

" I have directed that the flat writing-case and the blue box 
No. 5, both in the library, be opened only by you. There 
ure six of these blue boxes, which contain my letters and 
copies of letters, except those two clumsy quarto volumes^ 
in which letter-press copies are pasted. They are some* 
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where in the library. The keys of the other five boxes are 
in No. 5. 

" It just now occurs to me to give poor dear Frederic my 
watch. I have already directed my executors here to give 
him my wearing apparel. When you come hither you must 
send for Frederic, and open your whole heart to him. He 
loves me almost as much as Theodosia does ; and he does love 
you to adoration. 

" I have just now found four packets of letters between 
Clara and Mentor besides those in the handkerchief. I have 
thrown them loose into box No. 6. What a medley you will 
find in that box ! 

" The seal of the late General Washington, which you will 
find in the blue box No. 5, was given to me by Mr. and Mrs. 
Law. You may keep it for your son, or give it to whom you 
please. 

^'Assure Mrs. Law of my latest recollection. Adieu. 
Adieu. A. Busb.'' 



VHL 



ANECDOTE OF THEODOSIA. 

Wb have one little glimpse of Theodosia in her happy days, 
m the recently published life of Edward Livingston,* who was 
Mayor of New York during part of the Vice-presidency of 
Aaron Burr. The &cetious magistrate, we arc told, had the 
pleasure of escorting Theodosia on a visit to a French fi-igate, 

• tf life of Edward Livingston,*' by Charles Havens Hunt, page 97. 
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lying in the harbor, perhaps one <^ the vessels that afterwrnrda 
fired minute gans on the day of Hamilton's fhneral. On the 
▼ay Mr. Livingston, an inveterate punster, exolaimed : ^^ Now, 
Theodosia, you must bring none of your sparks on board. 
They have a magazine, and we should all be blown up !" 

The curtain drops on the gay party, and the bright scene. 
Theodosia's unclouded days were nearly spent. This was one 
of the last of them. 



RICHHOND HILL AND OLD NEW YORK. 

In one of the volumes of the Talismmi^ an annual published 
in this city, thirty or forty years ago, I find some interesting 
reminiscences of New York, at the time when Burr and 
Hamilton were among its leading citizens. 

"In New York," remarks the anonymous writerof the paper 
refeiTcd to, " the progress of alteration is so rapid, that a few 
years effect what in Europe is the work of centuries, and 
sweep away both the memory and the external vestiges of the 
generation that precedes us. 

" I was forcibly struck with this last reflection when not 
long since I took a walk with my friend Mr. De Viellecour, 
during his last visit to New York, over what I recollected as 
the playground of myself and my companions in the time of 
my boyhood, and what Mr. De Viellecour remembered as the 
spot where his contemporaries at an early period used to 
shoot quails and wood-cocks. Wc passed over a part of the 
city which in my time had been hills, hollows, marshes, and 
rivulets, without having obseiTcd anything to awakea in 
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either of ns a recollection of whaL the place vtu before the 
rarface had been levelled and the housea erected, ontil, aniT- 
ing at the corner of Charlton and Varick etrcets, we came to 
an ediilcc utterly dissiiuil.ir to anything aronnd it. It was s 
wooden building of maaaive architecture, with a lofty portico 
supported by lonio columns, the front walla decorated with 
pilasters of the same order, and ita whole appc-iranco distin- 
guinhed by that Pallndian chamcter of rich though sober om^ 
ment, which indicated that it had been built about the middle 
of the last century. We both stopped involunt&rily and at the 
same moment before it. 

*"IfI did Qot see tliat house on a flat plain,' said Mr. De 
Viellecour, ' penned in by tins Uttle gravelly court yaid, and 
surrounded by these starveliug catalpaa and horBe-cheanuta, I 
should say at once that it was a mansion which I very well 
remember, where in my youth I passed many pleasanf hoai-s in 
the society of its bospitublo owner, and where, atlurwards, 
when I hud the honor of representing my county in the As- 
sembly, which then sat in Kew York, I had the pleasure of 
dining officially with Vice President Adams. That house re- 
sembled this exactly, bnt then it waa upon a noble bill, several 
hundred feet in height, commanding a view of the river and 
of the Jci-sey shore. There vrm a fine rich lawn around it, 
shaded by large and venerable oaka and lindens, and skirted 
on every side by a yonng but thrifty natm'al wood of on hon- 
dred acres or more.' 

"Perceiving it to be a bouse of public CDtcrtainment, I 
proposed to Mr. Viellecour that we should enter it. Wo went 
into a spacious hall, with a small room on each side opening 
to more spacious apartments beyond. ' Yes,' said Mr, Vielle- 
cour, * this is certainly the house I spoke of.' He immediately, 
with the air of a man accustomed to the building, opened a 
side door on the right, and began to ascend a wide stair-case 
with a heavy mahogany railing. It conducted us to a large 
room on the second story, with wide Venetian windows in 
(bnnt, and a door opening to a balcony under the portico. 
* Yes,' said my friend, ' here was the dining room, lliere, in 
the centre of the table, sat Vice President Adams, in full 
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dress, with his bag and soUlaire, his hair frizzed oat each 
of his face, as 70a see it in Stuart's older pictures of him« On 
hl^ right sat Baron Steuben, our royalist republican disciplin- 
arian general. On his left was Mr. Jefferson, who had just 
returned from France, conspicuous in his red waistcoat and 
breeches, the fashion of Versailles. Opposite sat Mrs. Adams, 
with her cheerful intelligent &ce. She was placed between 
the courtly Count du Moustiers, the French ambassador, in 
his red-heeled shoes and ear-rings, and the grave, polite, and 
formally bowing Mr. Van Birkel, the learned and able envoy 
of Holland. There, too, was Chancellor Livingston, then still 
in the prime of life, so deaf as to make conversation with him 
difficult, yet so overflowing with wit, eloquence and informa- 
tion, that while listening to him the difficulty was forgotten. 
The rest were members of Congress and of our legislature, 
8ome of them no inconsiderable men. 

** ^ Being able to talk French, a rare accomplishment in Am^ 
erica at that time, a place was assigned to me next the Count. 
The dinner was served up afler the £ishion of that day, abun- 
«.lant, and as was then thought, splendid. Du Moustiers, after 
taking a little soup, kept an empty plate before him, took now 
and then a crumb of bread into his mouth, and declined all 
the luxuries of the table that were pressed upon him, from the 
roast beef down to the lobsters. We were all in pei'plexity 
to know liow the Count could dine, when at length his own 
body cook, in a clean white linen cap, a clean white tdUier 
before liini, a brilliantly white damask serviette flung over his 
aim, and a warm pic of truftics and game in liis hand, came 
bustling eagerly through the crowd of waiters, and placed it 
before the Count, who, reserving a moderate share to himself 
distributed the rest among his ncighboi-s, of whom belag one, 
I can attest to the trutli of the story, and the excellence of the 
pate. But come, let us go, and look at the fine view from the 
balcony.' 

" My friend stepped out the door, and I followed him. The 
worthy old gentleman seemed nuich disapi)ointe<l at flnding 
tlie view he spoke of confined to the opposite side of Varick 
street, built up with two-story brick houses, while half adoxen 
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ragged boys were playing marbles on the side walks. * Well,' 
said he, ^ the view is gone, that is clear enough ; but I cannot, 
for my part, understand how the house has got so much lower 
than formerly.' 

" I explained to my friend the omnipotence of the Corpora- 
tion, by which every high hill has been brought low, and every 
valley exnlted, and by which I presumed this house had been 
abased to a level with its humbler neighbors, the hill on which 
it stood having been literally dug away from under it, and the 
house gently let down without even disturbing its furniture, 
by the mechanical genius and dexterity of some of our eastern 
brethren. 

"*This is wrong,' said the old gentleman; * these New 
Yorkers seem to take a pleasm*e in defacing the monuments 
of the good old times, and of depriving themselves of all ven- 
erable and patriotic associations. This house should have been 
continued in its old situation, on its own original and proper 
eminence, where its veiy aspect would have suggested its 
history. It was built upwards of seventy years ago, by a 
gallant British ofifber, who had done good service to his na- 
tive counti-y and to this. Here Lord Amherst was entertained, 
and held his head-quarters, at the close of those successful 
American campaigns which by the way prevented half the 
State of New York from being now a part of Canada. Here 
were afterwards successively the quartei*s of several of our 
American generals in the beginning of the revolution, and 
again after the evacuation of the city. Here John Adams 
lived as Vice President, during the time that Congress sat in 
New York ; and liere Aaron Burr, during the whole of his 
Vice Presidency, kept up an elegant hospitality, and filled the 
room in which wc stand with a splendid library, equally indi- 
cative of his taste and scholarshij). The last considerable man 
that lived here was Counsellor Bcnzon, afterwards governor 
of the Danish islands — a man who, like you, Mr. Herbert, had 
traveled in every part of the world, knew everything, and 
talked all languages. I recollect dining here in company 
with thirteen gentlemen, none of whom I ever saw before, but 
all pleasant follows, all men of education and of some note — 
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die Counsellor a Norwegian, I the only American, tlie i^st of 
every different nation in Europe, and no two of the same, and 
all of us talking bad French together. 

" ' There are few old houses,' continued Mr. De Vielleoour, 
^ with the sight of which my youth was £uniliar, that I find 
here now. Two or three, however, I still recognixe. One of 
these is the house built by my friend Chief Justice Jay, in the 
lower part of Broadway, and now occupied as a boarding 
house. It is, as you know, a large square three-story honse, 
of hewn stone, as substantially built within as without, dura- 
ble, spacious, and commodious, and, like the principles of the 
builder, always useful and excellent, whether in or out of 
fiishion.' 

" ' I believe he did not reside there long,' said L 

" * No, he soon afterwards removed into the house built by 
the State for the governors, and then to Albany, so that I saw 
little of him in that house beyond a mere morning visit or two. 
No remaining object brings him to my mind so strongly aa 
the square pew in Ti'inity Church, about the centre of the 
north side of the north aisle. It is now, flke everything else 
m New York, changed. It is divided into several smaller 
pews, though still retaining externally its original form. That 
pew was the scene of his regular, sober, unostentatious devo- 
tion, and I never look at it without a feeling of veneration. 
But, Mr. Herbert, can you tell me what is become of the house 
of my other old friend. Governor George Clinton, at Green- 
wich ?' 

"'It is still in existence,' I answered, * although in very 
great danger of shortly being let down, like the one in whicii 
we now are.' 

" ' When I was in the Assembly,' pursued Mr. De Vielle- 
cour, ' the Govenior used to date his messages at ' Greenwich, 
near New York.' Now, I suppose, the mansion is no longer 
near^ but in New York.' 

"'Not quite,' I replied, 'but doubtless will be, next year. 
In the mean time the house looks as it did.' 

"'I remember it well —a long, low, venerable, irregular, 
white, cottage-like brick and wood building, pleasant, not- 
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irithsti tiding, with a number of Bma]I lov rooms, and oneverj 
spadotis piii'lor, delightiblly eitiiatcd on a steep bunk, eomo 
fifty fixt nbove the shore, on which the waves of the Hudson 
and the tides of the bay dashed and sported. There was a 
fine orchard too, and a gaidcn on the north ; bnt I BHppoM 
that if not gone, they arc going, as they say in Poarl street.' 

•' ' It is even so — wore yoii often there ?' 

" ' Not often, but I had there to divers official dinners, and 
at ono of them I vccollcot flitting next to old Melancthon 
Smith, a self-lauglit orator, the eloquent oppoaer of the adop- 
tion of the fedci'al constitution, and the Patrick Henry of the 
New York Convention of l'i8S, who for weeks euccesst^illy 
rei^iated the poweiful and discursive logic of Hamilton, and 
the splendid rhetoric of Itobort R. Livingston. On my other 
side, and nearer the Governor, sal Brissot da Wanille, then 
on a visit to this country, whose liistoiy as a benevolent phiJ- 
oaophio speeulntist, an ardent though visionary i-epublioan, 
and one of the unfortimate leaders of the Gironde party in the 
Fi-ench National Assembly, every body knows.' 

" ' But you say nothing of the Governor himself ?' 

"■ ' Oh, surely you must have knoivn him ! If jou did not, 
Tnimbnll's full len^lh of him in the City Hall here, taken 
forty yeai-s ago, and Coracclii's bust, of about the same duts, 
will give you an excellent idou of his appeariince.' 

" ' Oh yes — his appearance was limiiliar to nie, and I knew 
him personally too; hut when I was in liia company, I was 
too young to have mnch conversation with liitn, and after- 
wards, when he was last Governor, nnd during his Vice-Pi-e- 
sideney, I was, you know, out of the country.' 

" ' His conveifwitioii nnd manners in privntp, corresponded 
exactly with his public chnraoter and hi^s looks. His person 
and Cico had a geiioi'al rcsoniblanev to those of Washington, 
but though always digiiitiod, and in old ago venerable, he had 
not that air of hcroiu elevation which threw such m.ijesty 
around the father of tlie rqiublic There was a siuiilai' n- 
aemblnnoe in mind. If be had not the oaim grandeur of 
Washington's intellect, he had the same phiuj, practical, sound, 
wtiolesoino common sons»— tlie same luipi'etcndiug but uB' 
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erring sagacity as to men and measures, the same directness 
of purpose, and firmness of decision. These qualities vrere 
exerted as Governor during our revolution with such effect 
that the people never forgot it, and they witnessed their gra- 
titude by confiding to him the government of this State for 
twenty-one yeare, and the second office in the Union for eight 
more. His behavior in society was plain but dignified, his 
conversation easy, shrewd, sensible, and conmionly about 
matters of fact — ^the events of the revolution, the politics of 
the day, the useful arts, and agriculture.^ 

" * Is Hamilton's house still standing ? ' 

"*Not that in which he laboured as Secretary of the 
Treasury to restore the ruined credit of the nation, and re- 
duce our finances and revenue laws to order and uniformity — 
where he wrote the Federalist, and those admirable reports 
which now form the most luminous commentary upon our 
constitution. That was in Wall street; it has been pulled 
down, and its site is occupied by the Mechanics' Bank. His 
last favourite residence was the Grange, his country-seat at 
Bloomingdale, which when I last saw it remained much as 
he lefl it.' 

" Mr. Viellecour and myself ordered some refreshment, as 
« kind of apology for the freedoms we had taken with the old 
mansion. On leaving it we walked down Greenwich street, 
moralizing as we went on the changes which time was work- 
ing so much more visibly in this little comer of the world 
than in any other part of it which I had seen — where the 
flight of years seemed swifter than elsewhere, and to bring 
with it more striking moral lessons. After an absence of 
thirty years from the great cities of Europe, I beheld when I 
revisited them, the same aspect, venerable still, yet neither 
newer nor older than before, the same order of streets, the 
same public buildings, the same offices, liotels and shops, tlie 
same names on the signs, and found my way tln-ough their 
intricacies as if I had left them but yesterday. Here, on the 
other hand, when I returned after an absence of two years, 
every thing was strange, new and perplexing, and I lost my 
way in streets which had been laid out since I left the city. 
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" My compniiioii often stopped to look at housoB and utM 
ot which he had some remembrance. ' There,' sdd he, point- 
ing to a niocteat looking two ntory dwelling in ODD of ths 
cross-streets — 'there died my good friend Mona. Albert, a 
minister of onr French Proteatant Church abont twen^ 
years ago, a voiy leai-ucd and eloquent divine, and the moat 
modest man 1 ever know. He was a native of Lausanne, a 
nephew of Dey^'erdun, the friend of Gibbon, who fignres in 
the correspondence and memoira of the Iiistorian. Mods. Al- 
bert was much in the society of Gibbon, and has i-clated to 
me many anecdotes of his literary habits and ooiivorsalion.' 

" ' I must not suffer you to monopolize all tho rocollecUons 
of the city,' said I to my fiiend. ' Observe, if you please, 
that bouse on tho corner opposite the one to which yon have 
directed my attention. There lived for a time n)y old ac- 
quaintance Collies, a mathematician, a geogiapher, and a 
mechanician of no mean note. Ifo was n kind of living anti- 
thesis, and I have oflcn thought that nature raado bim ex- 
pressly to illustrate that fignrc of rhetoric He was a man 
of the most dimimitivc framo and tlio most gigantic coneep* 
tions, tho Immblcsl demeanour and the boldest projects I ever 
know. Forty years ago, liis mind was teeming with plans cS 
western canals, steam-boats, rail-i-oads, and otlicr public enter> 
prises, which in more fortunate and judicious hands hare 
■ince ])roved fniitfiil of wealth to tho community, and of 
inentcd honour to those who carried them through. Poor 
Collies had neither capital to undcrtako them himself, plaua- 
ibility to recommend them to othci-s, nor puhlio character nod 
station to givo weight and authority to his o|iinions. So h« 
•cliemcd and toiled and calculated all his life, and died at 
eighty, without having gained either wealth for himself or 
gnitluido from the [lublio. Tlio marine telegraphs in this 
port are a montnnent of liis ingenuity, for ho was the first man 
of tho country who established a regular and intelligible sys- 
tem of ship Kignals.' 

A " Uly fi'icnd stopped nt some of tho 8ho|)s to make inqniriea 
ooucci'iiiag the ancient inmates. At length I heard him ask- 
ing for Adonia. * Pray,' said I| ' who is this nwdoni Adonii 
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for whom you are inquiring ? some ^ smooth rose-cheeked boy** 
doubtless, like him of Mount Libanus.' ^This Adonis,' replied 
Mr. Viellecour, *is neither a "smooth nor rose-cheeked boy,' 
being in fact a black old man, or rather gentleman, for a gen- 
tleman he is every inch of him, although a barber. I say is, 
for I hope ]\e is still alivo and well, although I have not seen 
him for some years. In this sneaking, fashion-conforming, 
sel6sh world, I hold in high honour any man who for the sake 
of any principle, important or trifling, right or wrong, so it 
be without personal interest, will for years submit to incon- 
venience or ridicule. Adonis submitted to both, and for 
principle's sake.' 

" * Principle's sake ! — upon what head ? ' 

" * Upon his own, sir, or upon Louis the Sixteenth's, just as 
you please. Adonis was an old French negro, whom the con- 
vulsions attendant in the West Indies upon the French re- 
volution, threw upon our shores, and who held in the utmost 
horror all Jacobinical and republican abominations. He had 
an instinctive sagacity as to what was genteel and becoming 
in manners and behaviour, as well as in the cut of a gentle- 
man's hair, or the curl of a lady's. He had attended to the 
progi'css of the French revolution with the gi'eatest interest, 
and his feelings were excited to the highest pitch when he 
heard of the beheading of the French king, and the banish- 
ment of the royal family. He then deliberately renounced 
the French nation and their canaille^ parvenu rulers, and in 
testimony of the sincerity of his indignation and gi'ief, took 
off his hat and vowed never to put it on again imtil the Bour- 
bons should be restored to the throne. This vow he faith- 
fully kept. For twenty years, through all weathere, did he 
walk the streets of New York, bare-headed, caiTying his hat 
'?jider his aim, with the air of a courtier, filled wilJi combs, 
scissors, and other implements of his trade, until his hair, 
which was of the deepest black when he first took it oflT, had 
become as white as snow. For my pai-t, I confess, I never 
saw him on my occasional visits to the city, walking to the 
houses of his customers without his hat, but I felt inclined to 
take off my own to him. Like all the rest of the world, I 
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took it for granted that the loyal old negro would never wear 
his hat again. At lengfth in the year 1814, the French armed 

Bchooner , with the white flag flying, arrived io the port 

of Now York, bringing the firat intelJigenco of tho return of 
tbc Bourbons to their throne and kingdom. Adonis would 
not iMiUevc the report that flew liko wilcl-iire about the city; 
he would not trust the transhitious from the French gazettes 
that were read to Uim in the American papera by his custom- 
ers, but walked down to the battery, with the same old hat 
under his aim which ho had carried ihoro for twenty yeara^ 
saw the white flag with his own eyes, heard the news io 
French fiom the mouth of the cook on board the vessel, and 
then waving his hat three times in the air, gave three huzzas, 
and rephiced it on liis head, with as much heart-felt pride aa 
Louis the 18th could have done his crown.' 

" I could not help smiling at tlie earnest gi-avity of the old 
gentleman's eulogy upon Adonis. ' I fear,' said I, ' that your 
chivalrio coiffhtr owes a little of his eentimeutal loyalty to 
your oivii admiration of every thing generous and disinter- 
ested. 'Yhen you aro excited on this head, sir, you often 
remind me of what old Fuseli iu hia energetic style, used to 
eay of his groat idol MichaLl Angelo— " AH that he touched 
was indiscriminately stamped ^^lth his oivn grandeur, A beg- 
gar rose from his lnnd"< the Patuareli of poverty; the very 
bump of liis dwarf IS unpressod nith dignity." I suspect you 
have been unconsciously phijing the Michael Angelo in light- 
ing up such a halo of consociated glory round the bare and 
time-honoured head of old Adonis. I am afi'aid I cannot do 
quite as much for another tonsorial artist of gioat celebrity 
who tionrishod hero in our days, but whom, as at that time 
you were not much in the habit of coming to town, [Ktrhaps 
you do not renienibcr. Ho mado uo claim to chivalry or 
romance, bis sole ambition was to be witty and poetical ; and 
wittj he certainly was, as well as the vehicle and conduit of 
iunumerablo good pleasantnea of other people. I mean John 
Desborus Huggins,' 

" 'Hu^nfe — Hnggins,' floid Jlr, De VieUecour. 'I knew 
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ft jwmg lady of that name onoe, she who is now Mtb. ^ 

the fashionable milliner.' 

^ * Oh, yes — ^that incidoit or your life cannot easily lose its 
place in my memory. But John Desboms Hoggins was no 
relation of hers. He was of pore English blood, and had no 
kindred on this side of the Atlantic At the beinnnin<r of 
this century, and for a dozen years after, he was the most 
&shionablc, as well as the most accomplished artist in this 
city for heads, male and female. He had a shop in Broadway, 
s low wooden building, where now towers a tall brick pile 
opposite the City Hotel. This was literally the head-qoarten 
ot fashion, and fortune, as usual, followed in the train of 
fiishion. But Huggins had a soul that scorned to confine its 
genius to the external decoration of his customers' heads. 
He panted after wider fame ; he had cut Washington Irving'B 
hair, he had shaved Anacreon Moore, when he w^ here, and 
Joel Barlow, on his first return from France ; from them he 
caught the strong contagion of authorship. One day he wrote 
a long advertisement, in which be ranged from his own shop 
in Broadway to high and bold satire upon those who held the 
helm of state at Washington, mimicked Jefferson's style, and 
cracked some good-hnmonrcd jokes n|)on Giles and Randolph. 
He carried it to the Evening Post. The editor, the late Mr. 
Coleman, you know, was a man of taste as well as a keen 
politician. He pruned off Huggins' exuberances, corixKJted 
his English, threw in a few pungent sarcasms of his own, and 
printed it. 

" ' It had forthwith a run through all the papers on the 
federal side of the question in the United States, and as many 
of the others as could relisli a good joke, tliongh at the ex- 
pense of their own i)arty. Tlic name of Huggins became 
knovm from Georgia to Elaine. Huggins tried a second ad- 
vertisement of the same sort, a third, a fourth, with equal 
success. His fame as a wit was now established ; business 
flowed in upon him, in full and unebbing tide. Wits and 
would-be wits, fashionables and would-be fashionables, 
thronged his shop ; strangers from nortli and south had their 
beads cropped, and tlieir chins scraped by him, for the sake of 
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Baying on their return home that they had Been Hn^pns ; whilst 
daruig the party-giving season, be was under orders from the 
ladiea every day and hour for three weeks ahead. But alas, 
unhappy man ! he had now a literary reputation to support, 
and his inventioD, lively and sparkling as it had heen at first, 
soon began to run dry. He was now obliged to lax his friends 
and patrons for literary assistance. Mr. Coleman was too 
deeply engaged in the daily discussions of grave topics to 
continue his help. In the kindness of my excellent friend, 
the late Anthony Bleecker, he found for a long time a never- 
fiuling resource. You were not much acquainted with 
Bleecker, I think — the most honourable, the most amiable, 
and the moat modest of hiunan beings. Fraught mth talent, 
taste, and literature, a wit and a poet, he rarely appeared in 
public as an author himself, whilst his careless generosity 
furnished the best part of their capital to dozens of literary 
adventurers, somelinies giving them style for their thoughts, 
and sometimes thoughts for their style. Bleecker was too 
kindly tempered for a partisan politician, and his contribu- 
tioDt) to Huggins were either good-natured pleasantries upon 
the fashions or frivolities of the day, or else classical imita- 
tions and spirited parodies in flowing and polished versifica- 
tion. Numerous other wita and witlings, when Bleecker grew 
tired of it, some of whom had neither his taste nor his nice 
sense of gentlemanly decorum, began to contribute, until at 
length Huggina found himself metamorphosed into the regu- 
lar Pasquin of New York, on whom, as on a mutilated old 
statue of that name at Rome, every wag stuck his anonymous 
epigram, joke, satire or lampoon, on whatever was nnseomly 
in his eyes or unsavoury in his nostrils in this good city. I 
believe he was useful, however. If his humanities had not 
been too much neglected in his youth to allow him to quote 
.Latin, be might have asked with Horace — Ridentem dicera 

" ' My dear sir,' interrupted the old gentleman, ' if you will 
quote, and I see you are getting into one of your quoting 
modes, you had better quote old Kats, my maternal grand- 
mother's favourite book, the great poet of Holland and com- 
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■loii-BenBe. He has said it better than Horace : ^Haar lage- 
hend coysheid laert, haar spdend vormt ter denyd.' Yoa 
ought alwa3r8 to quote old Eats, whenever yon can, for I sus- 
pect that yon and I, and Judge Benson, are the only natiires 
south of the Highlands who can read him. But to return to 
your barber-anthor. * 

^^ ^ Huggins became as fond and as proud of these contribu- 
tions as if he had written them all himself, and at last col- 
lected them together in one goodly volume, entitled, Hug>* 
giniana, illustrated with designs by Jarvis, and wood-cnts by 
Anderson. He was now an author in all the forms. Luokleas 
author I His * vaulting ambition overleaped itself.' He sent 
s oopy of his book to the Edinburgh Review, then in the 
aenith of its glory, and the receipt was never acknowledged. 
fle sent another copy to Dennie, whose Port Folio then guided 
the literary taste of this land, and Dennie noticed it only in 
a brief and cold paragraph. What was excellent in a news* 
paper jeu d'csprit, whilst events and allusions were fresh, 
lost of course much of its relish when served up cold, years 
after, in a clumsy duodecimo. Besides, not having been able 
to prevail on himself to part with any thing which had once 
appeared under his name, much very inferior matter was suf- 
fered to overlay those sprightly articles which had first given 
him eclat. Then the town critics assailed him, and that 'most 
delicate monster,' the public, who had laughed at every piece, 
good, bad, and indifferent, singly in succession, now that the 
whole was collected, became fastidious, and at the instigation 
of the critics aforesaid, pronounced the book to be * low,* 
Fnghtful sentence ! Huggins never held up his head after it. 
His razors and scissors lost their edge, his napkins and aprons 
their lustrous whiteness, and his conversation its soft spirit 
and vivacity. His affairs all went wrong thence forward, 
and whatever might have been the unmediate cause of his 
death, which took place a year or two after, the real and effi- 
cient reason was undoubtedly mortified literary pride. 
Aroimd his tomb,' as old Johnson says of Archbishop Laudr— 

" Around bis tomb, let arts and genius weep, 

But hear his death, ye block-heads, hear and sleep.*' 
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" Wo bad now got £ir down into the old part of tbo «ty, 
when, turning Dp Vesey street from Greenwich, Mr. Da 
Viellecour made a sndden pause. ' Ah,' said Ue, ' one more 
vestige of the past. There,' pointing to a common looking 

old house, 'there, in 1790, was the alelier of Ceracciii, when 
he was executing his line busts of our great American states- 

" ' Indeed ! ' answered I — ' I have often thought of it as a 
singular piece of natural good fortune, that at a time when 
our native arts were at so low an ebb, we had such an artiat 
thrown upon om- shores to perpetuate the true and living 
likenesses of our revolutionary chiefs and sages, Ceracchi's 
baste of Washington, Jay, Alexander Hamiltou, George 
Clinton, and others, are now a^ mere portraits above all 
price to this nation ; and they have beddes a classic grace 
about them, which entitle the artist to no contemptible rank 
as a statuary,' 

" ' It was not a piece of mere good fortune,' said my friend. 

' We have to thank the artist himself for it. Ceracchi was a 

zealous republican, and he came here full of enthusiasm, aox- 

ions to identify his own name in the arts somehow or other 

f with our infant republic — .and he has done it. He had a grand 

■-design of a national monument, wliicb bo used to show to his 

iTiBitors, and which he wished Congress to employ bim to 

(execute in marble or bronze. Of course they did not do so, 

■ land, as it happened, he was much more usefiilly employed for 

the nation in modelling the busts of our great men.' 

" ' He was nn ItalLin, I believe a Roman, and had lived 
"Ome time in England, where he was patronized by Reynolds, 
[^r Joshua (no mean poof of hie talent) sat to him for a bust, 
and a fine one I am told it is. Ceracchi came to America 
enthusiastic for hberty, and he found nothing here to make 
Mm change his principles or fecl'mgs. But the nation was not 
ripe for statuary — a dozen busts exhausted the patronage o( 
I /the country, and Congress was too busy with pounds, ahil- 
i|u)g8, and pence, hsing ihe revenao laws, and funding the 
debt, to think of bis grand allegorical monument. Ceracohi 
ootid not live upon liberty alone, mnoh aa lie loved it, and 
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when the French revolution took a very decided oharaoter. 
he went to France, and plunged into politics. Some yeais 
after he returned to Rome, where he was unfortunately killed 
m an insurrection or popular tumult, growing out of tiie nni- 
versal revolutionary spirit of those times.' 

" * May his remains rest in peace,' added L * Whatever 
higher works of art he may have left elsewhere — and he who 
could produce those fine classic, historical busts, was un- 
doubtedly capable of greater things — whatever else he may 
have left in Europe, here his will be an enduring name. As 
long as Americans shall hold in honoured remembrance the 
memory of their first and best patriots — as long as our bodb 
shall look with reverend interest on their sculptured images, 
the name of Ceracchi will be cherished here : 

** And while along the stream of time, their name 
Expanded flies and gathers all its fame ; 
Still shall his little barque attendant sail, 
Pursue the triumph and partake the gale.* 

^' We had now finished our long walk, and as the old gen- 
tleman was going into his lodgings, I took leave of him*'' 



THE ELECTION OF 1800. 

FoTm notes, written by Burr at New York to his relation, 
Pierpont Edwards of New Haven, in the very crisis of 
the presidential election of 1800, have come to light. Tc 
some readers they will be interesting. 
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"Thursday, 20th (Nov.) Ev'g. — If yon have BrariTCd the 
letter which I ^rota yoa this ntomiiig, yon will have lived to 
hoar better tidings, This afternoon; arrived in six days from 
Georgia, Mr. Jones, member of congress from that stato and 
a very intelligeDt man. He conBidcrs the vote of S. C. aa 
undoubtedly republican — saw General Pintney in Savaniial) 
abont ten days ago— says that tlie General appeared to cnteiv 
tain no other hope than Utnt of compromising eo as to run liu 
own namo with Je&erson — that in Georgia there are but five 
federal men in the two housea of legislature. — He (Jonee) 
disbelieves the account which I transmitted you yesterday 
respecting N, C, and says that we cannot have less tJien seven 
votes. 

"2l8tNov. — Wo have now the assurance of sis votes in 
Maryland and a confinoation of tho lavorable temper of the 
Legislature of S. C, — A&er all there is no certainty without 
R.I. 

" The Legislature of Maryland have postponed until thdr 
next session the appointment of a Senator to Congi-esa iu the 
place of Lloyd. — As an entire election of their State Senat« 
will intenene, there is little room to doubt of a republican 
in Lloyd's stead. Yours A. B. 

" Will your electors bo unanimous for Pinknoy ? 

" I have little hope of any good from Penn'a, — they talk 
and write a great deal but do little." 

"New York, Nov. 20, 1800. — You despond without rea- 
son. If we have R. L, Jeflerson will have a majority even 
without Penn'a or S. C, — but in S. C. there is every reason to 
believe that Ae will have the whole eight. 

" You do not answer my enquiries as to the votes which 
A. will have in N. England. Yours A. B." 

"Nov. 29, 1800. — S, C. will probably ^ve ui nnanimona 
vole for Pincknoy and Jefferson, — Maryland 5 and 5, — N. 0. 
8 and 4, — Penn'a probably no vote. If your people (New 
England) leave out P. from 2 or 3 votes, J. will be Fres'V-' 
otherwise doubtful. 

"What became of WiUiams' suit? A. B." 
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•* New York, Dec. 1, 1800. — ^I receive this morning yonr 
letter of the 26-27th. It is highly probable that P. will have 
the votes of S. C. — ^but A. will in no event have a vote there. 
In Maryland we have five only and in N. C. eight. — ^Penn'a 
nothing. — ^Advise me of the votes of your electors as soon as 
given and known. 

^' Wm. Borbridge arrived yesterday in good order. I like 
his physiognomy. 

*^ I expect to be at home on the I2th and thenceforth tO] 
Jan. Yours A. B." 



THE ELECTION OF JEFFERSON AND BURR. 

A CURIOUS relic of paity strife is a Fourth of July oration, 
ielivered at New Haven in 1801, a few months after the ac- 
cession of Jefferson and Burr, by Theodore Dwight, brother 
of the celebrated president of Yale College. The following 
are extracts : — 

" It is probable that the persons who compose this audience, 
have never met to celebrate the anniversary of American In- 
dependence, with sensations, similar to those which they ex- 
perience this day. Since the last year, the Administration of 
our national goverament has gone into the hands of men, 
«rhom the generality of ohe people of New England have long 
^iewed as its enemies — men whose principles and practices 
we have both feared and reprobated. A change of this sort 
in a country like this, could not have been wrought without 
a violent struggle. One side grasping at power and emolu- 
ments ; the other eagerly endeavouring to save their constitii- 
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don and country, exhibit to our view a state of things which 
presupposes passion, strife, and tmnnlt, success having crowned 
the exertions of the party which with no small share of par 
ade assumes the title of Republican ; but which in more cor- 
rect phraseology, is called Jacobinical, 

"That government, which the collected wisdom, virtue, 
and patriotism of the United States, originally planned, and 
which we flattered ourselves, was established in its operations, 
under the auspices, the skill, the pre-eminent virtue, and 
singular talents of thb father of his countby, is now the 
sport of popular commotion — ^is adrift without helm or con^ 
pass, in a turbid and boisterous ocean. 

" The great object of Jacobinism, both in its political and 
moral revolution, is to destroy every trace of civilization in 
the world, and to force mankind back into a savage state 
That is, in plain English, the greatest vUlain in the com- 
munity is the fittest person to make and execute the laws. 
Graduated by this scale, there can be no doubt that Jacobins 
have the highest qualifications for rulers. 

" We have now reached the consummation of democratio 
blessedness. We have a country governed by blockheads 
and knaves ; the ties of marriage with all its felicities are 
severed and destroyed ; our wives and daughters are thrown 
into the stews ; our children are cast into the world fi'om the 
breast forgotten ; filial piety is extinguished and our suiw 
names, the only mark of distinction among &milies, are 
abolished. Can the imagination paint any thing more dreads 
fnl this side hell? Some parts of the subject are indeed fit 
only for horrid contemplation." 
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